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Thk EpUtle to the Romans has been usually regarded as the most diffleott 
portion of the New Testament. It is from this cause, probably, as well as from 
the supposition that its somewhat abstruse discussions could not be made in- 
teresting to the young, that so few efforts haYe been made to introduce it into 
Sunday Schools and Bible Classes. It will doubtless continue to be a fact, that 
Sunday School instruction will be confined chiefly to the historical parts of the 
Bible. In the Sacred Scriptures there is this happy adaptedness to the circum- 
stances of the world, that so large a portion of the volume can thus be made in> 
teresting to the minds of children and youth ; that so much of it is occttpied 
with historical narrative ; with parables ; with interesting biographies of the 
holy men of other times, and wilii the life of our blessed Lord. But stil^ while 
this is true, there is a considerable portion of the youth, in various ways under 
the instruction of the Bible, who may be interested in the more abstruse state- 
ments and discussions of the doctrinal parts of the Holy Scriptures. For such- 
fiir SumlBy Sdiool teachers ; for Bible Classes ; and for the higher classes in 
Sabbath Schools, these Notes have been prepared. The humble hope has been 
cherished that this epistle might be introduced to this portion of the youth of 
the churches; and tiius tend to imbue their minds with correct views of the 
great docirinet of the Christian Revelation. 

This object has been kept steadily in view. The design has not been to make 
a learned commentary; nor to enter into theological discussions ; nor to intro- 
duce, at length, practical reflections ; nor to enter minutely into critical investi- 
gations. All these can be foand in books professedly on these subjects. The 
design has been to state, with as much brevity aad simplicity as possible, the 
real meaning of the sacred writer; rather the rewlU of critical inquiry, as far 
as the author has had ability and time to pursue it, than the process by which 
those results were reached. The design has been to state what appeared to the 
author to be the real meaning of the Epistle, without any regard to any existing 
theological system ; and without any deference to the opinions of others, further 
than the respectful deference and candid examination, which are due to the opi- 
nions of the learned, the wise, and the good, who hfive made this epistle their 
particular study. At the same time that this object has been kept in view, and 
the reference to the Sabbth School teacher, and the Bible Class, has given cha 
meter to the work, still it is hoped that the expositions are of such a nature as 
not to be uninteresting to Christians of every age and of every class. He ac- 
complishes a service of no little moment in the cause of the church of God, and 
of truth, who contributes in any degree to explain the profound argument; the 
thorough doctrinal discussion, the elevated views, and the vigorous, manly, and 
masterly reasonings of the Epistle to the Romans. 

Of the defects of this work, even for the purpose contemplated, no one will 
probably be more deeply sensible than the author. Of the time and labor ne- 
cessary to prepare even such brief Notes as these, few persons, probably, are 
Aware. This work has been prepared amidst the cares and toils of a most re- 
ponsible pastoral charge. My brethren in the ministry, so far as they may have 
lecasion to consult these Notes, will know how to appreciate the cares and anx 
ieties amidst which they have been prepared. They will be indulgent to the 
faults of the book; they will not censure harshly what is well-meant for the ri- 
sing generation; they will be the patrons of every purpose, however humble, ti 
io good. 
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It remains only to add, that free use has been made i f all the helps within tii« 
reach of the author. The language of other writers ha» not been adopted with- 
out particular acknowledgment, but their ideas have been freely used where 
they were thought to express the sense of the text. In particular, aid has been 
sought and obtained from the following works: the Critici Sacri, Calvin's 
Commentary on the Romans, Doddridge, Macknioht, and Rosenmuller ; 
and the commentaries of Tholuck and Flatt — so far as an imperfect know- 
ledge of the German language could render their aid available. A considerable 
portion was written before Professor Stuart's Commentary appeared. In the 
remaining portion, important aid has been freely derived from that work. The 
aim of this work is substantially the same as that of the ^* Notes on the Gos- 
pels," ^nd on the Acts of the Apostles ; and the earnest wish and prayer of the 
author is, that it may be one among many means of establishing the truth, and of 
promoting its advancement and ultimate triumph in the world. 

Philadelphia^ June 14, 1834. 



ADVBRTISSBIBNT TO THIS FIFTH BDITION. 

Notwithstanding the difficulty of correcting a work which is stereotyped, the 
following Notes have undergone a careful revision, and several alterations have 
been made. The changes refer to a few phrases which did not accurately ex- 
press my meaning, and to some entire paragraphs. My desire has been to make 
the work as little exceptionable as possible. Some expressions in the former 
editions have been misunderstood ; some are now seen to have been ambiguous ; 
a few that have given offence have been changed, because, without abandoning 
any principle of doctrine or interpretation, I could convey my ideas in language 
more acceptable, and less fitted to produce offence. The changes (occurring in 
pp. 94.95.96. 108. 115. 117. 119.120. 121. 122. 123. 128. entirely re-written, 146. 
and 192,) have been made with a wish to make the work more useful, and with a 
desire to do all that can be done, without Bhandonrngprindplet to promote peace 
and to silence the voice of alarm. On some of these passages, as is extensively 
known to the public, charges of inculcating dangerous doctrines have been al- 
leged against me before the Presbytery of which I am a member. After a fair 
and full trial the Presbytery acquitted me ; and I have taken the opportunity 
after the trial was passed and I had been acquitted, to make these changes for 
the sake of peace, and not to appear to have been urged to make them by the 
dread of a trial. 

When the work was first published, it was not anticipated that more than two 
or three editions would be demanded. The fact that, within less than eight 
months, a fourth edition should be called for, is a source of gratitude, and an in- 
ducement to do all that can be done to make the work as complete as possible, 
that it may more perfectly accomplish the design for which it was written. 
Some of the alterations have been made by the suggestions of friends ; some 
by the cry of alarm which has been raised , but, whether from tlie one or the 
other, I hold that an author should le grateful for all the suggestions which 
may go to improve his works, and sh jdid amend them accordingly. 

ALBER.T BARNES. 
Philadelphia, July 15 1835. 
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This fipistle Has been, with great uniformity, attributed to the apostls 
Pan!, and received as a part of the sacred canon. It has never in the church 
been called in question as a genuine, an inspired book, except by three of the 
ancient sects deemed heretical — the Ebionites, the Encratites, and Ceruithians. 
But they did not deny that it was written by the apostle PauL They rejected 
it because they could not make its doctrines harmonize with their views of 
other parts of the Scriptures. Their rejecting it, therefore, does not mihtate 
against its genuineness. That is a question to be settled historicallif, like the 
genuineness of any other ancient writing. On this point the testimony of 
antiquity is uniform. The proof on this subject may be seen at length in Lard- 
ner's works. The internal evidence that this was written by Paul is stated in a 
most ingenious and masterly manner by Dr. Paley in his JSTorm PauUnm, 

It is agreed by all, that this epistle was written in Greek. Though addressed 
to a people whose language was the Latin, yet this epistle to them, like those 
to other churches, was in Greek. On this point also, there is no debate. — The 
reasons why this language was chosen were probably the following. (1.) The 
epistle was designed doubtless to be read by other churches as well as the 
Roman. Comp. Col. iv. 16. Yet the Greek language, being generally known 
and spoken, was more adapted to this design than the Latin. (2.) The Greek 
language was then understood at Rome, and extensively spoken. It was a part 
of polite education to learn it The Roman youth were taught it; and it was the 
fashion of the times to study it, even so much so as to make it matter of com- 
plaint that the Latin was neglected for it by the Roman youth. Thus Cicero 
(Pro. Asch.) says, The Greek language is spoken in almost all nations ; the 
Latin is confined to our comparatively narrow borders. Tacitus (Orator 29) 
says, An infant born now is committed to a Greek nurse. Juvenal (vL 18«^) 
speaks of its being considered as an indispensable part of polite education, to be 
acquainted with the Greek. (3.) It is not impossible that the Jews at Rome, 
who constituted a separate colony, were better acquainted with the Greek than 
the Latin. They had a Greek, but no Latin translation of the Scriptures, and it 
IB very possible that they used the language in which they were accustomed to 
read their Scriptures, and which was extensively spoken by their brethren through- 
out the world. (4.) The apostle was himself probably more &miliar with the 
Greek, than the Latin. He was a native of Cilicia, where the Greek was 
doubtless spoketn, and he not unfrequently quotes the Greek poets in his 
addresses and epistles. Acts xxi. 37 ; xvii. 28. Titus i. 12. 1 Cor. xv. 33. 

This epistle is placed first among Paul's epistles, not because it was the 
fir^ writter4, but because of the length and importance of the epistle itsejf, aqd 

a3 5 
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the importance of the church in the imperial city. It has uniformly hail this 
place in the sacred canon, though there is reason to believe that the Epistle to 
tlie Galatians, the first to the Corinthians, and perhaps the two to the Tbeasa* 
lonians were written before this. Of the time when it was written, there can be 
little doubt About the year 52 or 64 the Emperor Claudius banished all Jews 
from Rome. In Acts xviii. 2, we have an account of the Jirat acquaintance 
of Paul vnth Aquila and Priscilla, who had departed from Rome in conse- 
quence of that decree. This acquaintance was formed in Corinth ; and we are 
told that Paul abode with them, and worked at the same occupation. Acts 
xviii. 3. In Romans xvi. 3, 4, he directs the church to greet Priscilla and 
Aquila, who had for his life laid down their own necks. This service which 
they rendered him must have been therefore after the decree of Claudius ; and 
of course the epistle must have been written iifter the year 52. 

In Acts xviU. 19, we are told that he left Aquila and Priscilla at Ephesus. 
Paul made a journey through the neighbouring regions, and then returned to 
Ephesus. Acts xix. 1. Paul remained at Ephesus at least two years (Acts 
xix. 8, 9, 10), and while here probably wrote the first Epistle to the Corin- 
thians. In that epistle (xvL 19) he sends the salutation of Priscilla and 
Aquila, who were of course still at Ephesus. The Epistle to the Romans^ 
therefore, in which he sends his salutation to Aquila and Priscilla, as being 
then at Rome, could not be written until they had left Ephesus and returned 
to Rome; that is, mitil three years at least after the decree of Claudius in 52 
or 64. 

Still further. When Paul wrote this epistle, he was about to depart for 
Jerusalem to convey a collection which had been made for the poor saints 
there, by the churches in Macedonia and Achaia. Rom. xv. 25, 26. When 
he had done this, he intended to go to Rome. Rum. xv. 28, — Now, by look- 
ing at the Acts of the Apostles, we can determine when this occurred. At this 
time he sent Timotheus and Erastus before him into Macedonia, while he 
remained in Asia for a season. Acts xix. 22. After this (Acts xx. 1, 2), Paul 
himself went into Macedonia, passed through Greece, and remained about 
three months there. In this journey it is almost certain that he went to 
Corinth, the capital of Achaia, at which time it is supposed this epistle wa? 
written. From this place he set out for Jerusalem, where he was made a 
prisoner, and after temaining a prisoner two years (Acts xxiv. 27), he was 
sent to Rome about A. D. 60. Allowing for the time of his travelling and his 
imprisonment, it must have been about three years from the time that he pur- 
posed to go to Jerusalem ; that is, from the time that he finished the epistle 
(Rom. XV. 25—29) to the time when he reached Rome, and thus the epistle 
must have been written about A. D. 67. 

It is clear also, that the epistle was written from Corinth. In ch. xvi. I, 
Phebe, a memb«r of the church at Cenchiea, is commended to the Romans. 
She probably had charge of the epistle, or accompanied those who had it Cen- 
chrea was liie port of the city of Corinth, about seven or eight miles from the 
city. In ch. xvL 23, Gains is spoken of as the ko9t of Paul, or he of whose 
hospitality Paul partook, but Gains was baptized by Paul at Corinth, and 
Corinth was manifestly his place of residence. 1 Cor. i. 14. Erastus is also 
■lentioned as the chamberlain of the city where the epistle was written ; but 
this Erastus is mentioned as having his abode at Corinth. 2 Tim. iv. 20. 
From al. this it is manifest that the Epistle was written at Corinth, about the 
year 67. 

Of the state of the church at Rome at that time it is not easy to form a pre- 
cise opinion. From thia epistle it is evident that it was composed of Jews and 
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gentiles , and that one design of writiDg to it was to reconcile their jairing 
opiniomi, particularly about the obligation of the Jewish law ; the advantage of 
the Jew ; and the way of justification. It is probable that the two parties in the 
diurdi were endeavouring to defend each their peculiar opinions, and that the 
apoetle took this opportunity and mode to state to his converted countrymen 
the great doctrines of Christianity, and the relation of the law of Moses to the 
Chrislian system. The epistle itself is full proof that the church to whoa it 
was addressed was composed of Jews and gentiles. No small part of it is an 
argument expressly virith the Jews, eh. ii iiL iv. ix. x. xi. And no small part 
of the epistle also is designed to state the true doctrine about the character of 
the g-entiles, and the way in which they could be justified before God. 

At this time there was a large nuo^r of Jews at Rome. When Pompey 
(he Great overran Judea, he sent a large number of Jews prisoners to Rome, to 
be sold as slaves. But it was not easy to control them. They persevered reso- 
lutely and obstinately in adhering to the rites of their nation ; in keeping the 
8i^>bath, &c So that the Romans chose at last to give them their freedom, and 
assigned them a place in the vicinity of the city across the Tiber. Here a 
town was built, which was principally inhabited by Jews. Josephus mentiooi 
that 4000 Jews were banished firom Rome at one time to Sardinia, and that a 
still greater number were pumshed who were unwilUng to become soldienb 
Ant. xviiL ch. 3, § 5. Philo (Legat ad Caium) says, that many of the Jews at 
Rome had obtained their fireedom ; for, says he, beit^g" made captive in -war, and 
brought into Italy ^ they were »et at tiberty by their matterB, neither -were 
they compelled to change the ritee of their /ather$. See also Josephus, Ant. 
xviL ch. ii, 1 1. Suetonius' life of Tiberius, 36, and Noteeon Acts vi. 9. From 
that large number of Jews, together with those converted from the gentiles, the 
church at Rome was ooUeoted, and it is easy to see that in that church there 
would be a great diversity of sentiment, and, no doubt, warm discussions about 
the authority of the Mosaic law. 

At what time, or by whom, the gospel was firat preached at Rome has been 
a matter of controversy. The Roman catholic church have maintained that it 
was founded by Peter, and have thence drawn an argument for their high 
claims and infallibility. On this subject they make a confident appmd to some 
of the fathers. There is strong evidence to be derived from this epistle itself, 
and from the Acts, that Paul did not regard Peter as having any such primacy 
and tucendency in the Roman church as are claimed for him by the papists* 
(1.) In this whole epistle there is no mention of Peter at all. It is not suggested 
Uiat he had been, or was then at Rome. If he had heeot and the church had 
been founded by him, it is incredible that Paul did not make mention of that 
fret This is the more striking, as it was done in other cases where churchea 
had been founded by o&er men. See 1 Cor. i. 12, 13, 14, 15. especially is 
Peter, or Cephas, mentioned repeatedly by the apostle Paul in his other epistles. 
1 Cor. iii. 22 ; ix. 5; XV. 5. Gal. ii. 9; L 18; it 7,8. 14. In these places JP«t<?r is 
mentioned in coimexion with the churches at Corinth and Galatia, yet never 
diere as appealing to his authority, but in regard to the latter, expressly callmg 
it in question. Now, it is mciedible that if Peter had been then at Rome, and 
had founded the church there, and was regarded aa invested with any peculiar 
authority over it, that Paul should never enee have even suggested his name. 
(2.) It is clear that Peter was not there when Paul wrote this epistle. If he 
had been, he could not have foikd to have sent him a isalutation, amid the num- 
bers that he saluted in the xvith chapter. (6.) In the AeU of the Apostles there J 
is no mention of Peter's having been at Rome, but the presumption from that J 
history is almistcronclusive that he had not been. In Acto xiL 3, 4, we have aa 
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•ecoaqt of hii having been imprisoned by Herod Agrippft near the close of his 
reign (oomp. ▼. 23). This occurred about the third or fourth year of the reign 
of Claudius, who began to reign A. D. 41. It is altogether improbable that he 
had been at Rome before this. Claudius had not reigned more than three yean, 
and all the testimony that the fathers give is, that Peter came to Rome in his 
reign. (4.) Peter was at Jerusalem still in the ninth or tenth year of the reign 
of Claudius Acts xv. 6, 6cc: Nor is there any mention made then of his having 
been at Rome. (6.) Paul went to Rome about A. D. 60. There is no mention 
made then of Petei^s being with him, or being there. If be had been, it could 
hardly have fieiiled of being recorded. Especially is this remarkable when Paul's 
meeting with the brethren is expressly mentioned (Acts zzviiL 14, 16), and 
when it is recorded that he met the Jews, and abode with them, and spent at 
Rome no less than two years. If Peter had been there, such a fact could not 
fail to have been recorded, or alluded to, either in the Acts or the Epistle to the 
Romans. (6.) The epistles to the Ephesians, , Philippians, Colossians, to 
Philemon, and the second Epistle to Timothy (Lardner, vi. 235) were written 
from Rome during the residence of Paul as a prisoner; and the Epistle to the 
Hebrews probably also while he was still in Italy. In none, of these epistles is 
there any hint that Peter was then, or had been, at Rome; a &ct that cannot be 
accounted for if he was regarded as the founder of that church, and especially 
if he was then in that city. Yet in those epistles there are the salutations of a 
number to those churches. In particular, Epaphras, Luke the beloved physician 
(Col. iv. 12. 14), and the saints of the household of Cesar are mentioned. 
i'hii. iv. 22. In 2 Tim. iv. 1 1, Paul expressly affirms that Luke only vfcu with 
hifttf a declaration utterly irreconcilable with the supposition that Peter was 
then at Rome. (7.) If Peter was ever at Rome, therefore, of which indeed 
there is no reason to doubt, he must have come there after Paul ; at what time 
is unknown. That he -wot there cannot be doubted without calling in question 
the truth of all history. 

When, or by whom, the gospel was preached first at Rome, it is not easy, 
perhaps not possible, to determine. In the account of the day of Pentecost, 
(Acts ii. 10) we find, among others, that there were present ttrangert of Rome, 
and it is not improbable that they carried back the knowledge of Jesus Christ, 
and became the founders of the Roman church. One design and efiect of that 
miracle was doubtless to spread the knowledge of the Saviour among all na- 
tions. See Notes on Acts ii. In the list of persons who are mentioned in Rom. 
zvi. it is not improbable that some of those early converts are included ; and 
hat Paul thus intended to show honour to their early conversion and zeal in 
the cause of Christianity. Thus, xvi; 7, he designates Andronicus and Junia his 
kinsmen and fellow-prisOners, who were tUitingtdohed among the apoatlee, 
and who had been converted before himself, t. e. before A. D. 34, at leatt 
eight years before it was ever pretended that Peter was at Rome. Other per- 
sons are mentioned also as distinguished, and it is not improbable that tiiey 
were the early founders of the church at Rome, di. zvi 12, 13, dec. 

That the church at Rome was founded early, is evident from the celebrity 
which it had acquired. At the time when Paul wrote this eplstie (A D. 57), 
their faith was spoken of throughout the world, ch. i. 8. The character of the 
church at Rome cannot be clearly ascertained. Tet it is clear that it was not 
made up merely of the lower classes of the community In Phil. iv. 22, it 
appears that the gospel had made its way to the fiimily of Caesar, and that a 
part of his household had been converted to the Christian faith. Some of the 
fathers affirm that JWro in the beginning of his reign was fioivourably impressed 
in regard to Christianity; and it is possible that this might have been tiirough 
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the instramentality of his family. But little on this sulject caii be known. 
While it is probable that the great mass of belieyers in all the early churches 
was of obscure and plebeian origin, it is also certain that some who were 
rich, and noble, and learned, became members of the church of Christ. See 
I Tim. iL 9. 1 Pet ui. 3. 1 Tim. vi. 20. Col. ii. 8. 1 Cor. L 26. Acts xviL ai. 
This epistle has been usually deemed the most difficult of inteipretation of 
any part of the New Testament; and no small part of the controversies in 
the Christian church have grown out of discussions about its meaning. Early 
in the history of the church, even before the death of the apostlei, we learn 
from 2 PeL iii. 16, that the writings of Paul were some of them regarded as 
being hard to be understood ; and that the unlearned and unstable wrested them 
to their own destruction. It is probable that Peter has reference here to the 
high and mysterious doctrines about justification and the sovereignty of Grod, 
and the doctrines of election and decrees. From the epistle of James, it would 
seem probable ako, that already the apostle Paul's doctrine of justification by 
£edth had been perverted and abused. It seems to have been inferred that good 
works were unnecessary ; and here was the beginning of the cheerless and 
withering ^stem of Antinomianism — than which a more destructive or pestilen- 
tial heresy never found its way into the Christian church. Several reasons 
might be assigned for the controversies which have grown out of this epistle. 
(1.) The vezy structure of the argument, and the peculiarity of the apostle^s 
manner of writing. He is rapid ; mighty ; profound ; often involved ; readily 
following a new thought; leaving the regular subject; and returning again after 
a considerable interval. Hence his writings abound with parentheses, and with 
complicated paragraphs. (2.) Objections are often introduced, so that it re- 
quires close attention to determine their precise bearing. Though he emplc^s 
no small part of the epistle in answering objections, yet an objector is never 
once formally introduced or mentioned. (3.) His expressions and phrases 
are many of them liable to be misunderstood, and capable of perversion. Of 
this class are such expressions as the righteousness of faith, the righteousness of 
God, &c (4.) The doctrines themselves are high and mysterious. They are 
those subjects on which the profoundest minds have been in all ages exercised in 
vain. On them there has been, and always will be a difference of opinion 
Even with the most honest intentions that men ever have, they find it difficult 
or impossible to approach the investigation of them without the bias of early 
education, or the prejudice of previous opinion. In this world it is not given to 
men fully to understand these great doctrines. And it is not wonderful that the 
discussion of them has given rise to endless controversies; and that they who 

have 

Reasoned high 
Oi Providence, foreknowledge, will, and fate ; 
Fixed fate, firee will, foreknowledge absolute. 
Have found no end, in wandering mazes lost. 

(5.) It cannot be denied that one reason why the epistles of Paul have been 
regaraed as so difficult has been an unwillingness to admit the tnith of the 
plain doctrines which he teaches. The heart is by nature opposed to them; 
and comes to beUeve them with great reluctance. This feeling will account for 
no small pa.t of the difficulties felt in regard to this epistle. There is one great 
msxim in interpreting the scriptures that can never be departed from. It is, 
that men can never understand them aright, until they are -willing to suffer 
them to speak out their fair and proper meaning. When men are determined j 
not to find certain doctrines in the Bible, nothing is more natural than that they £ 
thould find difficulties m it, and complain much of its great obscurity and my»- 
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tai^. I add, (6.) Tb»t ona princtpal reason why so much difficulty bas oetsn 
felt here, has baen an unwillingness to stop where the apostle does. Men have 
desired to advance fiirther, and penetrate the mysteries which the Spirit of in- 
apiration has not disclosed. Where Paul states a simple fact^ men -often ad> 
Tance a theory. The fact ma^ be clear and plain ; their theory is obscure. 
Involved, mysterious, or absurd. By degrees they learn to unite tne fact 
and the theoiy:— they regard their explanation as the only possible one; 
and as the ybc^ in question has the authority of divine revelation, so they in- 
sensibly come to regard their theory in the same light ; and he that calls in 
question their speculation about the catue^ or the mode, is set down as hereti- 
cal, and as denying the doctrine of the apostle. A melancholy instance of this 
we have in the account which the apostle gives (ch. v.) about the eflect of the 
sin of Adam. The simple fact is slated that that sin was followed by the sin 
and ruin of all his posterity. Yet he oflers no explanation of the fact. He 
leaves it as indubitable ; and as not demanding an explanation in his argu- 
ment — periiaps as not admitting it This is the whole of his doctrine on tibat 
subject Yet men have not been satisfied with that Th^ have sought for a 
theory to account for it And many suppose they have found it in the doc- 
trine that the sin of Adam is imputed, or set over by an arbitrary arrangement 
to beings otherwise innocent, and that they are held to be responsible for a 
deed committed by a man thousands of years before they were bom. This is 
the theory ; and men insensibly forget that it w mere theory, and they blend 
that and ihefdct which the apostle states together ; and deem the denial of the 
one, heresy as much as the denial of the other, i. e. they make it as impious to 
eeXX in question their philooophy, as to doubt the facto stated on the authority 
of the apoitle Paul. If men desire to underotand the epistles of Paul, and 
avoid difficulties, diey should be willing to leave it where he does ; and this 
single rule would have made useless whole years and whole tomes of contro- 
versy. 

Perhaps, on the whole, there is no book of the New Testament that more 
demands a humble, docile, and prayerful disposition in its interpretation than 
this epistle. Ito profound doctrines; its abstruse inquiries; and the opposition 
of mfemy of those doctrines to the views of the unrenewed and unsubdued heart 
4if man, make a spirit of docility and prayer peculiarly needful in its investiga- 
tion. No man ever yet understood the reasonings and views of the apostle 
Paul but under the influence of elevated piety. None ever found opposition 
to his doctrines recede, and difficultiervanii^, who did not bring the mind in a 
humble frame to receive all that has been revealed; and that^ in a spirit (rf 
humble prayer, did not purpose to lay aside all bias, and open the heart to 
the full influence of the devated truths which he inculcates. Where there is a 
willingness that God should reign and do all his pleasure, this epistle may be in 
its general character easily understood. Where this is wanting, it will appear 
full of mystery and perplexity ; the mind will be embarrassed, and the heart 
dissatis fi ed wiUi ite doctrines; and the unhumbled spirit will rise fiom its 
tttdy only confiwed, irritated, perplexed, and dissatisfigdi 
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CHAPTER I. 
r>AUL, a servant of* Jesus 
Christ, called^ to &e an apos- 

mALUJO, i'Ac9.15. lCo.1.1. 

CHAPTER I. 
1. Paul The original name of the 
anther of this epistle was Saul, Acts 
▼L 58; viL 1; viii. 1, dec This was 
changed to Paul (see Note, Acts 
ziii. 9), and hy this name he is ge- 
nerally known in the New Testa- 
ment The reason why he assumed 
tfiis name is not certainly known. It 
was, however, in accordance with the 
custom of the tunes. See Note, Acts 
xiiL 9. The name Saul was Hebrew ; 
the name Paul was Roman. In ad- 
dreanng ap. epistle to the Romans, he 
would naturally make use of the name 
to which they were accustomed, and 
which would excite no prejudice among 
them. The ancient custom was to be- 
gin an epistle with the name of the 
writer, as Cicero to Vano, &c fFe 
record the name at the end. It may 
be remarked, however, that the placing 
the name of the writer at the begin' 
ning of an epistle was always done, and 
is still, when the letter was one of au- 
thority , or when it conferred any peculiar 
privileges. Thus in the proclamation 
of Cyrus (Ezra L 3), <• Thus saith 
Cyrus, king of Persia," dcp. See also 
Ezra iv. 1 1; viL 12. « Artaxerxes, king 
of kings, unto Ezra the Priest," du;. 
Dan. iv. 1. The commencement of 
t letter by an apostle to a Christian 
church in this manner was peculiarly 
proper as indicating atuhority, 1 A 
tervant. This name was that which 
the Lord Jesus himself directed his 
disciples to use, as tibeir general appel- 
lation. Matt x. 26; xx. 27. Mark x. 
44. And it was the customary name 
which they assumed. Gal. L 10. Col. 
iv. 12. 2 Pet L 1. Jude 1. Acts iv. 
29. Titus i.l. James i. 1. The^ro^er 
meaning of this word servant, /wxor, is 



tie, separated « unto the gospel of 
God, 
2 (Whieh he had promised 

eA&ISiL Oft.l.li. 

not slave. It is applicable to servants of 
any kind, and does not necessarily imply 
that he to whom it is applied is a slave. 
Comp. notes on Eph. vi. 5. It is often 
applied to owrtier*, or the officers that 
serve under a king; because in an east* 
em monarchy the relation of an absolute 
king to his courtiers corresponded nearly 
to that of a master and a servant. Thus 
the word is . expressive of dignity and 
honour f and tho servants of a king 
denote officers of a high rank and sta- 
tion. It is applied to the prophets as 
thoee who were honoured by Grod, oi 
peculiarly intrusted by him with office. 
Deut xxxiv. 6. Josh. L 2. Jer. xxv. 4« 
The name is also given to the Messiah, 
Isa. xliL 1, ''Behold my servant in 
whom my soul delighteth," dec lilL 
1 1, << Shall my righteous servant justify 
many." The apostle uses it here evi* 
dently to denote Me acknowledging 
Jesus Christ as his master; as indi- 
cating his dignity, as peculiarly appoint- * 
ed by him to his great work ; and as 
showing that in this epistle he intended 
to assume no authority of his own, but 
simply to declare the will of his master, 
and theirs. 1 Called to be an apoo* 
tie. This word called means here nol 
merely to be invited, but has the sens« 
of appointed. It indicates that he had 
not assumed the office himself, but thai 
he was set apart to it by the authority 
of Christ himself. It was important foi 
Paul to state this, ( 1 .) Because the other 
apostles had been called or chosen to 
this work (John xv. 16. 19. Matt x. 
1. Luke vL 13) ; and (2.) Because Paul 
was not one of those originally appoint- 
ed. It was of consequence for him, 
therefore, to affirm that he had not 
taken this liigh office to himself, but 
that he had been calf^d to it by the au- 
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afore by his prophets in the holy 
scriptures,) 

thority of Jesus Christ His appoint- 
ment to this office he not unfrequently 
takes occasion to vindicate. 1 Cor. ix. 
l,&c. Gal. i. 12— 24. 2Cor. zii. 12. 
1 Tim. ii. 7. 2 Tim. L 11. Rom. xi. 13. 
t ^n apottle. One tent to execute a 
commission. It is applied because the 
apostles were sent out by Jesns Christ 
to preach his gospel^ and to establish 
his church. Note, Matt x. 2. Luke vi. 
1 3. ^ Separated. The word trans- 
lated teparated unto, C9g^i(», means to 
designate, to mark out l^ fixed limits, to 
bound as a field, dec. It denotes those 
who are teparated^ or called out firom 
the common mass. Acts xix. 9. 2 Cor. 
vi. 17. The meaning here does not 
materially difiier firom the expression, 
called to be an apostle, except that 
perhaps this includes the notion of the 
purpose or designation of God to this 
work. Thus Paul uses the same word 
respecting himself. Gal. L 15, " God, 
who separated me from my mother's 
womb, and called me by his grace,'' 
1. e. God designated me ; marked me 
out ; or designed that I should be an 
apostle from my infancy. In the same 
way Jeremiah was designated to be a 
prophet Jer. i. 5. ^ Unta the gos- 
pel of God, Designated or designed 
by God that I should make it my busi- 
ness to preach the gospel. Set apart to 
this, as the peculiar, great work of my 
life; as having no other object for 
which I should live. For the meaning 
of the vrord gospel, see Note, Matt i. 1. 
It is called the gospel of Gocf because it 
IS his appointment ; it has been origi- 
*iated by him, and has his authority. 
The office of an apostle was to preach 
the gospel. Paul regarded himself as 
separated to this work. It was not to 
live in splendour, wealth, and ease, but 
to devote himself to this great business 
of proclaiming good news, that God was 
reconciled to men in his Son. This is 
the sole ounness of all ministers of 
religion. * 

2. fVhich he had promised afore. 
Which gospel, or which doctrines, he 



3 Concerning his Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord, which was 

had before announced. ^ By the 
prophets. The word prophets here is 
used to include those who -wrote as 
well as those who spake. It included 
the teachers of the ancient Jews gene- 
rally. ^ In the holy scriptures. In 
the -writings of the Old Testament 
They were called holy because they 
were inspired of the Holy Ghost, and 
were regarded as separated from all 
other writings, and worthy of all reve- 
rence. The apostle here declares that 
he was not about to advance any thing 
nev>. His doctrines were in accordance 
with the acknowledged oracles of God. 
Though they might appear to be new, 
yet he regarded the gospel as entirely 
consistent with all that had been de- 
clared in the Jewish dispensation ; and 
not only consistent but as actually 
promised there. He affirms, therefore, 
(1.) That all this was promised, and no 
small part of the epistle is employed to 
uiiow this. (2.) That it was Confirmed 
by the authority of holy and inspin^ 
men. (3.) .That it depended on no 
vague and loose ti^adition, but was re- 
corded, so that men might examine fox 
themselves. The reason why the apostle 
was so anxious to show that his doc- 
trine coincided with the Old Testament 
was, because the church at Rome was 
made up in part of Jews. He wished to 
show them, and the remainder of his 
countrymen, that the Christian religion 
was built on the foundation of their 
prophets, and their acknowledged writ- 
ings. So doing, he would disarm 
their prejudice, and furnish a proof 
of the truth of religion. It was a con- 
stant position with the apostle that 
he advanced nothing but what was 
maintained by the best and holiest men 
of the nation. Acts xxvi. 22^ 23. 
** Saying none other things than those 
which the prophetb and Moses did say 
should come," &c. There was a fur- 
ther reason here for his appealing so 
much to the Old Testament He had 
never been at Rome. He was there, 
fore personally a stranger, and it was 
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proper for him then e>peciaHy to show 
his regard for the doctrines of the pro- 
phets. Hence he appeals here so often 
to the Old Testament; and defends 
every point by the authority of the 
Bibl^ The particular paaaag-et of the 
Old Testament on which he relied 
will come before us in the course of 
the epistle. See particularly ch. iii. iv. 
ix. X. xL We may see here, (1.^ The 
reverence which Paul showed u>r the 
Old Testament He never under- 
valued it He never regarded it as obso- 
lete, or useless. He manifestly studied 
it ; and never fell into the impious opi- 
nion that the Old Testament is of little 
vahie, (2.) If these things were pro* 
mUrd—predicted in the Old Testament, 
then Christianity is true. Every pas- 
sage which he adduces is therefore 
proof that it is from Grod. 

3. Concerning hit Son, This is con- 
nected with the first verse, with the 
word gospel. The gospel of God con- 
cerning his Son. The design of the gos* 
pel was to make a communication rela- 
tive to his Son Jesus Christ This is 
the whole of it There is no good neva 
to man respecting salvation except 
that which comes by Jesus Christ 
1 Which noaa made. The word trans- 
lated "waa made means usually to be, 
or to become. It is used, however, in 
the sense of being bom. Thus, Gal. 
iv. 4, " God sent forth his Son made 
of a woman," bom of a woman. 
John vUL 58, "Before Abraham w<m 
[born\y I am." In this sense it seems 
to be used here, — who was born, or 
descended from the seed of David. 
\ Of the aeed of David. Of the poa^ 
terity or lineage of David. He was a 
descendant of David. David was per- 
haps the most illustrious of the kingp 
of Israel. The promise to him was 
that there should not fail a man to sit 
on this throne. 1 Kings ii. 4 ; viii. 25 ; 
ix. 6. 2 Chron. vi. 16. This ancient 
promise was understood as referring to 
the Messiah, and hence in the New 
Testament he is called the descendant 
of David, and so much pains is taken 
to show that he was of his line. Luke 
1 27. Matt ix. 27 ; xv. 22 ; xii. 23 ; 
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xxi. 9. 15 , xxii. 42. 45. John viL 42 
2 1'im. ii. 6. As the Jews universally 
believed that the Messiah would be de- 
scended from David (John vii. 42), 
it was of great importance for the sa^ 
cred writers to make it out clearly that 
Jesus of Nazareth was of that line and 
family. Hence it happened, that though 
our Saviour was humble, and poor, and 
obscure, yet he had that on which no 
small part of the world have been ao 
customed so much to pride themselves, 
an illustrious ancestry. To a Jew 
there could be scarcely any honour so 
high as to be descended from the best 
of their kings ; and it shows how little 
the Lord Jesus esteemed the honours of 
this world, that he could always evince 
his deep humility in circumstances 
where men are usually proud ; and that 
when he spoke of the honours df this 
world, and told how little they were 
worth, he was not denouncing that 
which was not within his reach. 
1 Jiccording to the Jieafu The word 
Jle^h, 0-ag^, is used in the Scriptures in 
a great variety of significations. (1.) 
It denotes, as with us, the flesh literal- 
ly of any living being. Luke xxiv. 39, 
" A spirit hath not flesh and bones," 
&c (2.) The animal system, the body 
including flesh and bones, the viaible 
part of man, in distinction hem the m- 
visible, or the soul. Acts ii. 3 1 , " Nei- 
ther did his /«A" (his body) " see cor- 
ruption." 1 Cor. v. 5; xv. 39. (3.) 
The man, the whole animated system, 
body and soul. Rom. viii. 3, " In the 
likeness of smfiil Jleah." 1 Cor.xv. 60. 
Matt xvi. 17. Luke UL 6. (4.) Nw 
man ntUure. As a man. Thus, Acts 
ii. 30, ** God had sworn with an oath 
that of the fruit of his loins according 
to the flesh, i. e, in his human nature, 
he would raise up Christ to sit on his 
throne." Rom. ix. 5, " Whose are the 
fathers, aud of whom as concerning 
the flesh, Christ came, who is over ail, 
God blessed for ever." The same is its 
meaning here. He was a descendant 
of David in his human nature, or as a 
man. This implies, of course, that he 
had another nature besides hb human ; 
or that while he was a man he was 
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made " of the seed of David ac- 
cording to the flesh ; 
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also something else ; that there was a 
nature in which he was not descended 
from David. That this is its meaning 
will still further appear by the follow- 
ing observations. (1.) The apostle 
expreiily makes a contrast between 
his condition according to the flesh, 
and that according to the spirit of 
holiness. (2.) The expression <* ac- 
cording to the flesh" is applied to no 
other one in the New Testament but 
to Jesus Christ Though the word 
Jleth often occurs, and is often used to 
denote marif yet the peculiar expression 
according' to the fleth occurs in no 
other connexion. In all (he Scriptures 
it is never said of any prophet or apos- 
tle, any lawgiver or kmg, or any man in 
any capacity, that he came in the flesh, 
or that he was descended from certain 
ancestors according to thefleih. Nor 
is such an expression ever used any 
where else. If it were applied ta a 
mere man, we should instantly ask in 
what other way could he come than in 
the flesh ? Has he a higher nature ? 
Is he an angel, or a seraph 1 The ex- 
pression would be unmeaning. And 
when, therefore, it is applied to Jesus 
Christ, it implies, if language has any 
meaning, that there toaa a sense in 
which Jesus was not descended from 
Davids What that was, appears in the 
next verse. 

4. And declared. In the margin, 
determined, Tov c^it^ftoc. The an- 
cient Syriac has, << And he was known 
to be the Son of God by might and by 
the Holy Spirit, who rose from the 
house of the dead." The Latin Vul- 
gate, ** Who was predestinated the 
Son of God," Ac The Arabic, «* The 
Son of God dettined by power pecu- 
liar to the Holy Spirit," &c The 
word translated <* declared to be" means 
properly to bound, to fix limits to, as 
to a field, to determine its proper limits 
or boundaries, to define, &c. Acts xvii. 
28, " And hath determined the bound* 
-^ their habitation." Hence it means 



4 And ^ declared * to bt the 
Son of God with power, accord- 

1 detennined. h Ac.13.33,34. Be.1.18. 

to determine, constitute, ordain, decree *, 
t. tf. to fix or designate the prop^ 
boundaries of a truth, or a doctrine ; 
to distinguish its lines and marks from 
error ; or to shew, or declare a thing 
to be so by any action. Luke xxii. 22, 
*<The Son of man goeth as it was 
determined," as it was fixed, purposed, 
defined, in the purpose of God, and de- 
clared in the prophets. Acts ii. 23, 
"Him being delivered by the deter* 
minate counsel," the definite, consti- 
tuted will, or design of God. xL 29. 
Heb. iv. 7, " He Umiteth a certain 
day," fixes it, defines it. In this sense 
it is clearly used in this place. The act 
of raising him from the dead designat' 
ed him, or constituted him the Son of 
God. It was such an act as in the cir- 
cumstances of the case showed that he 
was the Son of God in regard to a na- 
ture which was not " according to the 
flesh." The ordinary resurrection of 
a man, like that of Lazarus, would not 
show that he was the Son of God ; but 
m the circumstances of Jesus Christ 
it did ; for he had claimed to be so ; 
he had taught it ; and Grod now attested 
the truth of his teaching by raising 
him fix>m the dead. ^ 7^ Son of 
God, The word son is tised in a 
great variety of senses, denoting lite- 
rally a son, then a descendant, posteri- 
ty near or remote, a disciple or ward, 
an adopted son, or one that imitates or 
resembles another. See Note, Matt. i. 
1. The expression sons of God, or 
son of God, is used in an almost equal 
latitude of signification. It is, (1.) 
Applied to Adam, as being immediately 
created by Grod without an earthly 
father. Lukeiii.38. (2.) It is applied 
to saints or Christians, as being adopted 
into his fiimily, and sustaining to hiin 
the relation of children. John i. 12, 
13. 1 John iiL 1, 2, Sec This name 
is given to them because they resemble 
him in their moral character. Matt v. 
45. (3.) It is given to strong men at 
resembling God in strength. Gen. vi 
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9, '* The sons of God saw the dangh* 
lers of men/' &x* Here these men of 
violence and strength are called sons 
of God, just as the high hills are call- 
ed hills of God, the lofty trees of 
Lebanon are called cedars of God, 
dec (4.) Kings axe sometimes called 
his sons, as resembling him in dominion 
and power. Ps. Ixxxii 6. (6.) The 
name is given to angeUy becaose they 
resemble God ; because he is their Crea- 
tor and Father, &c. Job L 6 ; ii 1. 
Dan. iii. 26. 

But the name thb Son of God is in 
the New Testament given by way £i 
eminence to the Lord Jesus Christ 
This was the common and £Eivourite 
name by which the apostles designated 
him. The expression Son of God is 
applied to him no less than twenty- 
seven times in the Gospels and the 
Acts of the Apostles, and fifteen times 
in the Epistles and the Bevelation. 
The eipresdon my son, and his son, 
thy son, 6lc is applied to him in his 
peculiar relation to God, times almost 
without number. The other most com- 
mon appellation which is given to him 
is Son of man. By this name he com- 
monly designated himsel£ There can 
be no doubt that that was assumed to 
denote that he was a man, that he sus- 
tained a peculiar relation to man, and 
that he chose to speak of himself as a 
man. The first, the most obvious, im- 
pfessi«m on the use of the name Son of 
man is that he was truly a man, and 
it was used doubtless to guard against 
the impression that one who manifest- 
ed ao many other qualities, and did so 
many things like a celestial being, was 
not truly a human being. The phrase 
Son of God stands in contrast with 
the title Son of man, and as the natu- 
ral and obvious import of that is that 
be was a man, so the natural and sA- 
vious import of the title Son of God is 
that he was divine; or that he sus- 
tained relations to God designated by 
cAtf name Soir ov God, corresponding 
to the relations which he sustained 
to man designated by the name 8ov 
or M AV. The natural idea of the term 
Son of God thnrffoie is, that be aiia> 



tained a relation to God in his nature 
which implied more than was human 
oi angelic; which implied equality 
with God. Accordingly, this idea was 
naturally suggested to the Jews by his 
calling God hia Father. John v. 18. 
*'But said also that God was his 
Father, making himself equal -with 
GodJ* This idea Jesus immediately 
proceeded to confirm. See Note, John 
V. 19*-30. The same idea is also 
suggested in John x. 29, 30, 81. 33. 
36. ** Say ye of him whom the Father 
bath sanctified, uid sent into the 
world, thou Uasphemest: because i 
said J am the Son of God?*' There is 
in these places the fullest proof that 
the title suggested naturally the idea 
of equality with God ; or the idea of lus 
sustaining a relation to God cor« 
responding to the relation of equality 
to man suggested by the title Son of 
man. This view is still furthor sustain- 
ed in the first chapter of the epistle to 
the Hebrews, ver. 1, 2. God hath spoken 
unto us BT HIS Soir. He is the bright- 
ness of his glory, and the express 
image of his person, ver. 3. He is high* 
er than the angels, and they are re- 
quired to worship him. ver. 4, 6, 6. He 
is called God, and hu throne is for ever 
and ever, ver. 8. He is the Creator of the 
heavens and the earth, and is immu- 
tably THE SAMB, ver. 10, U, 12. Thus 
the rank, or title of the Son of God 
suggests the ideas and attributes of the 
Divinity. This idea is sustained 
throughout the New Testament See 
John xiv. 9. ** He that hath seen me 
hath seen the Father." v. 23. "That 
all men shall honour the Son even as 
they honour the Father." Col. i. 19, 
"It hath pleased the Father that in him 
should all fulness dwell." ii. 9, " For in 
him dwelleth all the fulness of the God- 
head bodily." Phil. ii. 2—1 1 . Rev. v 18, 
14;iL2d. It is not afiirmed that thii 
title was given to the second perM>n of 
theTiinity before he became incarnate, 
or to suggest the idea of any derivation 
or extraction before he was made flesh. 
There is no instance in which the ap- 
pellation is not conferred to express la» 
relatioiL after be assumfd human flesh 
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Of any lierivaiion from God, or ema- 
nation from him in eternity, the Scrip- 
tures are silent The title is conferred 
on him, it is supposed, with reference 
to his condition in this world, as the 
Messiah. And it is conferred, it is be- 
lieved, for the following reasons, or to 
denote the following things, viz: (1.) 
To designate his peculiar relation to 
God, as equal with him (John i. 14, 
18. Malt zi. 27. Luke z. 22; iiL 22. 
2 Pet L 17), or as sustaining a most 
mtimate and close connezion with him, 
such as neither man nor angels could 
do, an acquaintance with bis nature 
(Matt zi»27), plans, and counsels, such 
as no being but one who was eqval 
with God could possess. In this sense, 
I regard it as conferred on him in the 
passage under consideration. (2.) It 
designates him as the anointed king, or 
the Messiah. In this sense it accords 
with the use of the word in Ps. Izzzii. 
6. See Matt zvL 16. <<Thou art the 
Christ f tfie Son of the living God" 
Matt zzvi. 63. *' I adjure thee by the 
living God, that thou tell us whether 
thou be the Christ, tlte Son of God." 
Mark ziv. 61. Luke zzii. 70. John i. 
34. Acts iz. 20. "He preached Chiist 
in the synagogues, that he ia the Son 
of God" (3.) It was conferred on 
him to denote his miraculous concep- 
tion in the womb of the Virgin Mary. 
Luke i. 35. *' The Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee, therbforr (^to) also 
that holy thing which shall be bom of 
thee shall be called the Son of God" 
Y With povfer, iv Ji/vd/utv, By some, 
tiiis ezpression has been supposed to 
mean in power or authority, after his 
resurrection from the dead. It is said, 
that he was before a man of sorrows ; 
now he was clothed with power and 
authority. But I have seen no in- 
stance in which the ezpression in power 
denotes office, or authority It denotes 
physical energy and might, and this 
was bestowed on Jesus before his- 
resurrection as well as after. Acts z. 
38. <' God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 
with the Holy Ghost, and withpover" 
Kom. zv. 19. 1 Cor. xv. 43. With 
'uch power Jesus will come to judg- 
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ment Matt xziv , .30. 11 there is any 
passage in which the word power 
means authority, office, &c. it is Matt 
zzviii. 18. " All power in heaven and 
earth is given unto me." But this is 
not a power which was given unto 
him after his resurrection, or which he 
did not possess before. The same au- 
thority to commission his disciples he 
had ezercised before this on the same 
ground. Matt z. 7, 8. I am incUned 
to believe, therefore, that the ezpression 
means powerfully, efficiently ; he was 
with great power, or conclusiveness, 
shown to be the Son of God by his 
resurrection from the dead. Thus the 
phrase in power is used to qualii^ a 
verb in Col. i. 29, " Which worketh in 
in me mightily" Greek, in power. L e. 
operating in me effectually, or power- 
fully. The ancient versions seem to 
have understood it in the same way. 
Syriac, ** He was known to be the 
Son of God by power, and by the Holy 
Ghost" jEthiopic, "Whom he de- 
clared to be the Son of God by his own 
power, and by his Holy Spirit," &c 
Arabic, *^ Designated the Son of God 
by power appropriate to the Holy 
Spirit" y According to the spirit of 
holiness, K£i«ra TnC/jut oyutavyin. This 
ezpression has been variously under- 
stood. We may arrive at its meaning 
by the following considerations. (].) 
It is not the third person in the Trinity 
that is referred to heref. The designa- 
tion of that person is always in dif* 
ferent form. It is tfu Holy Spirit, the 
Holy Ghost, irmfxa. aytcv, or to niCfjut 
Tc ayM\ never the spirit of holiness* 
(2.) It stands in contrast with the 
flesh, ver. 3, * According to the flesh, 
the seed of David: according to the 
spirit of holiness, the Son of God.' 
As the former refers doubtless to his 
human nature, so this must refer to tlie 
nature designated by the title Son of 
God , that is, to his superior or divine 
nature. (3.) The ezpression is alto- 
gether peculiar to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Nowhere in the Scriptures, 
or in any other writings, is there an 
affirmation like this. What would be 
meant by it if affirmed of a mere man ? 
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(4.) It cannot mean tfiat the Holy 
Spirit, the third person in the Trinity, 
>howed that Jesus was the Son' of 
God by raising him from the dead, be- 
cause that act is nowhere attributed to 
him. It is uniformly ascribed either to 
God, as God (Acts ii. 24. 32; iiL 15. 
26; iv. 10; v. 30; x. 40; ziii. 30. 33, 
34 ; xvu. 31 . Rom. z. 9. Eph. i. 20), or 
to Uie Father (Rom. vi. 4), or to Jesus 
himself (John x. 18). In no instance 
is this act ascribed to the Holy Ghost 
(5.) It indicates a state tu more eleva- 
ted than any human dignity, or honour. 
In regard to his earthly descent, he was 
of a royal race ; in regard to the Spirit 
of holiness, much more than that, he 
was the Son of God. (6.) The word 
Spirit is used often to designate God, 
the holy God, as distinguished from 
all the material forms of idol worship. 
John iv. 24. (7.) The word Spirit is 
applied to the Messiah, in his more 
elevated or divine nature. 1 Cor. xv. 
45, **The last Adam was made a 
quickening Spirit" 2 Cor. iii. 17, 
** Now the Lord (Jesus) is that Spirit'* 
fleb. ix. 14. Christ is said to have 
"offered himself thrmigh the eternal 
Spirit." 1 Peter iii. 18. He is said to 
have been ** put to death in the flesh, 
but quickened by the Spirit" 1 Tim. 
iiL 16. He is said to have been '^ jus- 
tified in the Spirit" In most of these 
passages there is the same contrast 
noticed between his Jteth, his human 
nature, and his other state, which 
occurs in Rom. L 3, 4. In all these 
instances, the design is, doubtless, to 
speak of him at a man, and as some* 
Ihing more than a man : he was one 
thing as a man ; ho was another thing 
in his other nature. In the one, he 
was of David ; was put to death, &c. 
In the other, he was of God, he was 
manifested to be such, he was re- 
stored t3 the elevation which he had 
sustained before his incarnation and 
death. John xvii. 1 — 5. Phil. ii. 2 — 1 ] . 
The expression accortUng to the Spi» 
tU of holiness does not indeed of itself 
miply divinity. It denotes that holjf 
sod more exalted nature which be 
pcssessed as distinguished from the hu- 
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man. What that is, is to be learned 
from other declarations. T/us expres- 
sion implies simply that it -was such 
as to make proper the appellation, 
the Son of God. Other places, as we 
have seen, show that that designation 
naturally implied divinity. And that 
thii was the true idea couched under 
the expression, according to the Spirit 
of hoUnesSf appears from those nume- 
rous texts of Scripture which explicitly 
assert his divinity. See John i. 1, Slc* 
and the Note on that place. ^ By 
the resurrection from the dead, Thu 
has been also variously understood. 
Some have maintained that the word 
^!/f <^i denotes avtkr. He was declared 
to be the Son of God in power after he 
rose from the- dead ; that is, he was 
solemnly invested with the dignity that 
became the Son of G 3d after he had been 
so liingin a state of voluntary humilia- 
tion. But to thu view there are some 
insuperable objections. (1.) It is not 
the natural and usual meaning of the 
word by. (2.) It is not the object of the 
apostle to state the time when the 
thing was done, or the order, but 
evidently to declare the fact^ and the 
evidence of the fact If such had been 
his dengn, he would have said that 
previous to his death he was shovn 
to be of the seed of David, but after- 
wards thai he was invested with 
power. (3.) Though it must be ad 
mitted that the preposition by, <^, some- 
times means avtsr (Matt xix. 20, 
Luke viii. 27 ; xxiii. 8, &c), yet its 
proper and usual meaning is to denote 
the efficient cause, or the agent, or 
origin of a thing. Matt i. 3. 18 ; xxL 
25. John iii. 5. Rom. v. 1 6. Rom. zi. 
36, " Of him are all things." 1 Cor. 
viii. 6, " One God, the Fatlier, of whom 
are all things," &c. . In this sense, I 
suppose it is used here ; and that the 
apostle means to afiirm that he was 
clearly or decisively shown to be the 
Son of God by his resurrection from 
the dead. But here will it be asked 
hovf did his resurrection show thisi 
Was not Lazarus raised from the dead 1 
And did not many saints rise also after 
Jesus 1 And were not the Jead raised 
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ing to the spirit • of holiness, by I 6 By whom wc have received 
the resurrection from the dead: I grace and apostleship, * for obe- 
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by the apostles; by Elijah, by the 
bones of Elisha,' and by Christ himself 1 
And did their being raised prove that 
they were the sons of God ? I answer 
that the mere fact of the returrection of 
the body proves nothing tn tl«e{/* about 
the chamcter and raiDc of the being 
that its raised. But tn the circumttancet 
in which Jesus was placed it might 
show it conclusively. When Lazarus 
was raised, it was not in attestation of 
any thing which he had taught or 
done. It was a mere display of the 
power and benevolence of Christ But 
in regard to the resurrection of Jesus, 
let the following ^ circumstances be 
taken into the account (1.) He came 
as the Messiah. (2.) He uniformly 
taught that he was the Son of God. 
(3.) He maintained that Grod was his 
Father in such a sense as to imply 
equality with him. John v. 17 — 30 ; 
X. 36. (4.) He claimed authority to 
abolidi the laws of the Jews, to change 
their customs, and to be himself ab- 
solved from the observance of those 
laws, even as his Father was. John v. 
1—17. Mark ii. 38. (5.) When God 
raised him up therefore, it was not an 
ordinary event. It was a public at' 
tetkitionf in the face of the urdverte, 
of the truth of his c^tiu to be the 
Son of God, God would not sanction 
the doings and doctrines of an impos- 
tor. And when, therefore, he raised up 
Jesus, he, by this act, showed the truth 
of his claims, that he was the Son of 
God. Further; in the view of the 
apostles, the resurrection was inti- 
mately connected with the ascension 
and exaltation of Jesus. The one 
made the other certain. And it is not 
impiobabte that when they spoke of 
his resurrection, they meant to indnde, 
not merely that single act, but the entire 
series of doings of -which that was the 
Jlrst, and which was the pledge of the 
elevation and msjesty of the Son of 
God. Hence, when they had proved 
his resttrrecHon, tfaey assumed that aH 
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the others would follow. That involved 
and supposed all. And the series^ of 
which that was the first proved Uiat 
he was the Son of God. See Acts zviL 
31 . "He will judge the world in right- 
eousness by that man whom he hath 
ordained, whereof he hath given as* 
suRAHCB to all men, tn that he hath 
raised himfhom the dead" The one 
involves the other. See Actsi. 6. Thus 
Peter (Acts it 22 — 32) having proved 
that Jesus was raised up, adds, ver. 33, 
" Thibbporx, being by the right hand 
exalted, he hath shed forth this," dec ; 
and ver. 36, ** Thiriforb, let all the 
house of Isiael kkow assvrxdlt that 
God hath made that same Jesus whom 
ye have crucified, both Lord avd 
Christ." 

This verse is a remarkable instanee 
of the apostle Paul's manner of writing. 
Having mentioned a sulject, his mind 
seems to catch fire ; he presents it in 
new forms, and amplifies it, until he 
seems to forget for a time the subject 
on which he was writing. It is from 
this cause that his writings abound so 
vrith parentheses, and that there is so 
much difficulty in following and un- 
derstanding him. 

5. By whofn. The apostle here re- 
turns to the subject of the salutation of 
the Romans, and states to them his au- 
thority to address them. That au- 
thority he had derived from the Lord 
Jesus, and not ftY)ra man. On this 
fact, that he had recaved his apostolie 
commission, not from man, but by the 
direct authority of Jesus Christ, Paul 
not unfinequentfy insisted. Gal. i. 18, 
** For I neither received it of man, nei- 
ther was I taught it, but by revelation 
of Jesus Christ" 1 Cor. xv. 1—8. 
Eph. in. 1—3. t VTe. The plural 
here is probably put for the singular. 
See Col. iv. 3. Comp. Eph.vi. 19, 20. 
It was usual for those who were clothed 
with authority to express themselves us 
this manner. Perhaps here, however 
he refers to the general nature of thi 
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dience ■ to the faith among all 
nations, for his name : 

6 Among whom are ye also 
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apojrtolie office, as being derived from 
Jesus Christ, and designs to assure the 
Romans that he had received the apos- 
tolic commission as the others had. 
* WCf the apostles, have received the 
appointment from Jesus Christ' 
^ Grace and apostleahip. Many sup- 
pose that this is a figure of speech, heri' 
diadtfM, by which one thing is express- 
ed by two words, meaning the grace 
or favour of the apostolic office. Such a 
figure of speech is often used. But it 
may mean, as it does probably here, the 
two things, ^aee, or the favour of God 
to hia own soul, as a personal matter ; 
and the apostolic office as a distinct 
thing. He often, however, speaks of 
the office of the apostleship as a mat- 
ter of special favour. Rom. xv. 15, 16. 
GaL iL 9. Eph. iu. 7, 8, 9. ^ For 
obedience to the faith. In order to 
produce, or promote obedience to the 
fiiith ; that is, to induce them to render 
that obedience to GK)d which faith 
produces. There are two things there- 
fore implied. (1.) That the design 
of the gospel and of the apostleship 
Vk to induce men to obey God. (3.) 
That the tendency of faith is to pro- 
duce obedience. There is no true &ith 
which does not produce that This is 
constantly affirmed in the New Testa- 
ment ' Rom. XV. 18; xvi. 19. 2 Cor. 
viL 16. James iL \ Amtrng aXLnatiwM, 
This was the original commission which 
Jesus gave to his apostles. Mark xvi. 15, 
16. Matt xxviiL 18, 19. This was the 
special commission which Paul re- 
ceived when he ' was converted. Acts 
ix. 1§. It was important to show that 
the commission extended thus far, as 
he was now addressing a distant church 
which he had not seen. ^ For hit 
name. This means probaUy -on hi» 
account, that is, on account of Christ 
John xiv. 13, 14; xvi. 23, 24. The 
lesign of the apostleship was to pro- 
duce obedience to the gospel among all 
tiiat th»i9 the name of Jesus 



the called of Jesus Christ : 

7 To all that be in Home, he- 
loved of God, called * to be saints : 
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might be honoured. Their work was 
not one in which they were seek- 
ing to honour themselves, but it was 
solely for the honour and glory of 
Jesus Christ. For him they toiled, 
they encountered perils, they laid down 
their lives, because by so doing they 
might bring men to obey the gospel, 
and thus Jesus Christ might wear a 
brighter crown, and be attended by a 
longer and more splendid train of wor* 
shippers in the kingdom of his glory. 

6. Among' -whom. That is, among 
the Gentiles who had become obedient 
to the Christian faith« in accordance 
with the design of the gospel, ver. 8. 
This proves that the church at Rome 
was made up partly at least, if not main- 
ly, of Gentiles or pagans. This is fully 
proved in the xvith chapter by the namet 
of the persons whom Paul salutes. 
1 The called of Jenu Christ, Those 
whom Jesus Christ has called to be 
his followers. The word called (see 
ver. 1) denotes not merely an exter- 
nal invitation to a privilege, but it also 
denotes the internal or effectual call 
which secures conformity to the will 
of him who calls, and is thus synony- 
mous with the name Christians, or 
believers. That true Christians are 
contemplated by this address, is clear 
from the whole scope of the ^istle. 
See particularly ch. viii-. Comp. Phil, 
iii. 14. Heb. iii. 1. 

7. To all that be in Borne, That 
is, to all who bear the Christian name. 
Perhaps he here included not only the 
church at Rome, but all who might 
have been there from abroad. Rome 
was a place of vast concourse for 
foreigners ; and Paul probably address- 
ed all who happened to be there. ^ Be* 
loved of God, Whom God loves. 
This is the privilege of all Christians. 
And this proves that the persons whom 
Paul addressed were not those merely 
who had been invited to the extemaj 
privileges of ths gospel. The import 
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mice of this obserration will appear 
in the progreis of these Notes. ^ CaU- 
ed to be tcdnta. So called, or in- 
fluenced by God who had called them, 
as to become saints. The word tairUa, 
ar^iotf means those who are holy, or 
those who are devoted or consecrated 
to God. The radical idea of the word 
is that which is separated from a com- 
mon to a sacred use, and answers to 
the Hebrew word, vv^p^ kadoah. It 
is applied to any thing that is set apart 
to the service of God, to the temple, to 
the sacrificps, to the utensils about 
the temple, to the garments, &c. of 
the priests, and to the priests them- 
selves. It was applied to the Jews as 
a people aeparated from other nations, 
and devoted or consecrated to God, 
while other nations were devoted to the 
service of idols. It is also applied to 
Christians, as being a people devoted 
or set apart to the service of God. The 
radical idea then, as applied to Chris- 
tians, is, that they are aeparated from 
other merit and other objecta and pur- 
awiaf and conaecrated to the aervice 
of God. This is the peculiar charac- 
teristic of the aainta. And this cha- 
racteristic the Roman Christians had 
shown. For the use of the word as 
stated above, see the following passages 
of Scripture. Luke ii. 23. Ex. xiii. 3. 
Rom. xi. 16. Matt vii. 6. 1 Pet i. 16. 
Acts ix. 13. 1 Pet ii. 6. Acts iii. 21. 
Eph. iiL 5. 1 Pet ii. 9. Phil. u. 15. 1 
John iiL 1, 2. ^ Grace. This word 
properly means favour. It is very 
often used in the New Testament, and 
is employed in the sense of benignity 
or benevolence ; felicity, or a prosper- 
ous state of afbirs ; the Christian reli- 
gion, as the highest expression of the 
benevolence or favour of God; the 
happiness which Christianity confers on 
its friends in thia and the future life ; 
the apostolic oiBoe; charity, or alms; 
thanksgiving; joy, or pleasure; and 
the benefits produced on the Chris- 
tian's heart and life by religion — the 
grace of meekness, patience, charity, 
&c Schleuaner. In this place, arid 
in similar places in the beginning of 
*^e apostolic epLstUsi it seems to be a 



word inclnding all thoi e blessings that 
are applicable to Christians in common ; 
denoting an ardent wish that all ttie 
mercies and &vours of God for time 
and eternity, blended under the gene* 
ral name erace, may be conferred on 
them. It IS to be understood as con* 
nected with a word implying invoca- 
tion. I pray, or I desire, that grace^ 
&c may be conferred on you. It is 
the customary form of salutation in 
nearly all the apostolic epistles. 1 Cor. 
i. 3. 2 Cor. i. 2. Gal. L 3. Eph. L 2. 
Phil. i. 2. CoL L 2. 1 Thess. L 1. 
2 Thess. 1 2. Phileni.3. \ And peace. 
Peace is the state of freedom from 
war. As war conveys the idea of dis- 
cord and numberless calamities and 
dangers, so peace is the opposite, and 
conveys the idea of concord, safety, and 
prosperity. Thus, to wii^ one peace 
was the same as to wish him all safety 
and prosperity. This form of saluta* 
tion was common among the Hebrews. 
Gen. xliii. 23, "Peace to you! fear 
not'' Judges vi. 23; xix. 20. Luke 
xxiv. 36. But the word peace is also 
used in contrast with that state of agi- 
tation and conflict which a sinner has 
with his conscience, and with God* 
The sinner is like the troubled sea 
which cannot rest Isa. Ivii. 20. The 
Christian is at peace with God through 
the Lord Jesua Christ Rom. v. 1. By 
this word, denoting reconciliation with 
God, the blessings of the Christian re- 
ligion are often described in the Scrip- 
tures. Rom. viii. 6; xiv. 17^ xv. 13. 
Gal. v. 22. Phil. iv. 7. A prayer for 
peace, therefore, in the epistles, is not 
a jCnere formal salutation, but has a 
special reference to those apirUual 
blessings which result from reconcilia* 
tibn with God through the Lord Jesus 
Christ ^ From God our Father, 
The Father of all Christians. He is 
the Father of all his creatures, as th^ 
are his of&pring.. Acts xvii. 28, 29. He 
is especially the Father of all Christiana, 
as they have been " begotten by him to 
a lively hope," have been adopted into 
his family, and are like him. Matt v. 
45. 1 Pet i. 3. 1 John v. 1 ; iii. 1, 2. 
The expression here is equivalent to a 



A. D. eo.] 

Grace * to you, and peace, from 
God our Father, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
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prayer that God the Father would be- 
stow grace and peace on the Romans. 
Ct implies that these blessings proceed 
from God) and are to be expected 
from him. ^ ^nd t/ie Lord Jems 
ChrUt, From him. The Lord Jesus 
ChriRt is especially regarded in the 
New Testament as the source oi peace, 
and the procurer of it See Luke ii. 
14; xix. 38. 42. John xiv. 27; xvi. 
33. Acts X. 36. Rom. v. 1. Eph. ii. 17. 
Each of these places will show with 
what propriety peace was invoked from 
the Lord Jesus. From thus connect- 
ing the Lord Jesus with the Father in 
t^ place, we may see, (1.) That the 
apostle regarded Aim as die source of 
grace and peace as really as he did the 
Father. (2.) He introduced them in the 
same connexion, and with reference to 
the bestowment of the same blessings. 
(3.) If the mention of the Father in 
this connexion implies a prayer to 
him, or an act of worship, the mention 
of the Lord Jesus implies the same 
thing, and was an act of homage to 
him. (4.) AH. this shows that hit 
mind was famiUarixed to the idea that 
he was divine. No man would intro- 
duce his name in such connexions if 
he did not believe that he was equal 
with God. Gomp. Phil. ii. 2— 11. It 
is from this incidental and unstudied 
manner of expression, that we have one 
of the most striking proofii of the man- 
ner in which the sacred writers regard- 
ed the Lord Jesus Christ 

These seven verses are one sentence. 
They are a striking instance of the 
manner of Paul. > The subject is sim- 
ply a salutation to the Roman church. 
But at the mention of some single 
words, the mind of Paul seems to catch 
fire, and to bum and blaze with signal 
intensity. He leaves the immediate 
subject before him, and advances some 
vart thought that awes us, and fixes us 
in contemplation, and involves us in 
iuSculty about his meaning, and then 
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8 First, I thank my God 
through Jesus Christ for you 
all, that your faitli ^ is spoken 
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returns to his subject This is the 
characteristic of his great mind * and 
it is this, among other things, that 
makes it so difficult to interpret his 
writings. 

8. First, In the first place, not in 
point of importance, but before speak- 
ing of other things, or before proceed- 
ing to the main design of the epistle. 
^ / thank my God, The God whom 
1 worship and serve. The expression 
of thanks . to God for his mercy to 
them was fitted to conciliate their 
feelings, and to prepare them for the 
truths which he was about to commu- 
nicate to them. It showed the deep 
interest which he had in their welfare ; 
and the happiness it would give him to 
do them good. It is proper to give 
thanks 4o God for his mercies to others 
as well as td ourselves. We are mem- 
bers oi one great family, and we should 
make it a subject of thanksgiving that 
he confers any blessings, and especially 
the blessings of salvation, on any mor- 
tals, t Through Jeeua Christ, The 
duty of presenting our &anks to God 
through Christ is often enjoined in the 
New Testament Eph. t. 20. Heb. xiiL 
15. comp. John xiv. 14. Christ is the 
mediator between God and men; or 
the medium by which we are to pre- 
sent our prayers and also our thanks- 
givings. We are not to approach God 
directly f but through a mediator at all 
times, depending on him to present 
our cause before the mercy seat ; to 
plead for us (here ; and to offer the 
desires of our souls to Crod. It b no 
less proper to present thanks in his 
name, or through him, than it is 
prayer. He has made the way to God 
accessible to us, whether U be by prayer 
or praise ; and it is owing to his mercy 
and grace that any of our services are 
acceptable to God. ^ For you all. 
On account of you all, i. e. of the en 
tire Roman church. This is one evi- 
dence that that church then was ro- 
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ftf Uiroughout the whole world. 

For Grod is my witness, 

whom • I serve with ^ my spirit 

in the gospel of his Son, that 
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raarkably pure. How few churches 
have there beaa of whom a similar 
commendation could be expressed. 
1 That your faith. Faith is pat here 
for the whole of religion, and means 
the same as your piety. Faith is one 
of the principal things of religion ; one 
of its first requirements ; and hence it 
signifies religion itselC The readiness 
with which the Romaic had embraced 
the gospel, the firmness with which 
they adhered to it, was so remarkable, 
that it was known and celebrated every 
wherck The same thing is affirmed of 
them in ch. zvi 19, " For your obedi- 
ence is come abroad unto all men." 
y la Bpohen of. Is celebrated, or 
known. They were in the capital of 
the Roman empire ; in' a city remark- 
able for its widiedness ; and in a city 
whose influence extended every where. 
It was natural, therefore, that their re- 
markable^ conversion to God should 
be celebriated every where. The re- 
ligious or imligious influence of a 
great city will be felt ikr and wide, 
and this u one reason why the apostles 
preached the gospel so much in such 
places, t Throug-hout the rohole 
vorld. As we say, everywhere; or 
throughout the Roman empire. The 
term vorld is often thus limited in the 
Scriptures ; and here it denotes those 
parts of the Roman empire where the 
Christian church was established. All 
the churdies would hear of the work 
of Qod in the capital, and would re- 
joice in it Con4). Col. L 6. 23. John 
xii. 19. It is not improper to commend 
Christians, and to remind them of tkeir 
influence; and especially to call to 
their mind the great power which they 
may have on other churches and peo- 
ple. Nor is it improper that great dis* 
plays of divine mercy should be cele- 
brated every whore, and excite in the 
churches praise to God. 



withont ceasing^ I make men- 
tion of you always in my prayers; 
10 Making request if by any 
means now at length I might 
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9. For God it my -mitnett. The 
reason of this strong appeal to God is, 
to show to the Romans the deep inte- 
rest which he felt in their weifiure. 
This interest was manifested in his 
prayers, and in his earnest desires to 
see them. A deep interest shown in 
this way was well fitted to prepare 
them to receive what he had to say to 
them. 1 Whom I terve. See ver. 1. 
comp. Acts xviL 23. The expression 
denotes that he was devoted to Grod 
in this manner ; that he obeyed him ; 
and had given himself to do his 
will in making knovni his gospeL 
1 ffith my spirit, Greek, fv, in my 
spirit, i. e, with my heart* It is not an 
external service merely ; it is internal, 
real, sincere. He was really and sin- 
cerely devoted to the service of God. 
^ In the goapel of hia Son. In mak- 
ing known the gospel, or as s minister 
of the gospel. ^ That without ceaa- 
ing, UteDJirvm* This word means 
constantly, always, without intermis- 
sion. It was not only, once, but re- 
peatedly. It had been the burden of 
his prayers. The same thing he also 
mentions in regard to other churches. 
1 Thess. i. 3; ii. 13. ^ I make men* 
tion. I call you to remembrance, and 
present your case before God. This 
evinced his remarkable interest in a 
church which he had 4iever seen, and 
it shows that Paul was a man of prayer ; 
praying not for his friends and kindred 
only, but for those whom he had never 
seeik. If with the same intensity of 
prayer all Christians, and Christian mi- 
nisters, would remember the churches 
what a di£brent aspect would the 
Christian church soon assume ! ^ w2/- 
way*. This word should be con- 
nected with the following verse, " Al- 
ways making request," Sec 

10. Making" requeat. It was his 
earnest desire to see them, and ho pre 
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have a prosperous journey by • 

the will of God to come unto you. 

11 For* I long to see you, 

that ' I may impart unto you 

KDted the subject before God. ^ If 
btf any meant. This shows the earnest 
desire which he bad to see them, and 
implies that he had designed it, and had 
been hindered. See ver. 18. 1 J^o-w at 
length. He had purposed it a long 
time, but had Immu hindered. He 
doubtless cherished this purpose for 
yearii. The expressions in the Greek 
imply an earnest wish that this long 
cherished purpose might be accom- 
plished before long. ^ A protperoug 
Journey. A safe, pleasant journey. It 
is right to regard all success in travel- 
ling as depending on God, and to pray 
for success and safety from danger. 
Yet all such prayers are not answered 
according to the Utter of the petition. 
The prayer of Paul that he might see 
the Romans was granted, but in a re- 
markable way. He was persecuted by 
the Jews, and arraigned before king 
Agrippa. He appealed to the Roman 
emperor, and was taken there in chains 
as a prisoner. Yet the journey might 
in this way have a more deep efiect on 
the Romans, than if he had gone in 
any other way. In so mysterious a 
manner ddes God often hear the 
prayers of his people; and though 
their prayers are answered, yet it is in 
bb own time and way. See the last 
chapters of the Acts. 1 By the -will 
«/ God. If God shall grant it ; if God 
will by his mercy grant me the great 
bvour of my coming to you. This is 
a proper model of a prayer ; and is in 
accordance with the directimi of the 
Bible. See James iv. 14, 15. 

1 1. For I long to tee you. I ear- 
nestly desire to see you. Comp. cb. xv. 
23. 32. t That I may impart. That 
[ may give, or communicate to you. 
^ Some spiritual gift. Some have un- 
derstood this as referring to miraculout 
giftet which it was supposed the apos- 
tles had the power of conferring on 
ttjyBt%» But this interpretation is 



some spiiitual gift, to the end 
you may be established : 

12 That is, that I may be 
comforted together with ^ you by 
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forced and unnatural. There is no in- 
stance where this expression denotes 
the power of working miracles. Be- 
sides, the apostle in the next verse ex* 
plains his meaning, *^ That I may be 
comforted together by the mutual 
faith" dec. From this it appears that 
he desired to be ' among them to exer- 
cise the office of the ministry, to esta- 
blish them in the gospel, and to confirm 
their hopes. He expected that the 
preaching of the gospel would be the 
means of confirming them in the fitith ; 
and he desired to be the means of doing 
it. 'It was a wish of benevolence, and 
accords with what he says respecting 
his intended visit in ch. xv. 29, " And 
I am sure that when I come, I shall 
come in the fulness of the blessing of 
the gospel of Christ'* To make 
known to them more fully the bless- 
ings of the gospel, and thut to impart 
spiritual gifts, was the design he had in 
view, y To the end, dec. With the 
design, or purpose, t Ye may be 
ettablithed. That is, tiiat they might 
be coj^rmed in the truths of the goe- 
peL This was one design of the minis- 
try, that Christians may be established, 
or strengthened. Eph. iv. 13. It is 
not to have dominion over their fiuth, 
but to be '* helpers of dieir joy." 2 
Cor. i. 24. Paul did not doubt that 
this part of his office might be ful- 
filled among the Romans, and he was 
desirous there also of making full proof 
of his ministry. His wish was to preach 
not simply where he mutt, but where 
he might. This is the nature of tluA 
work. 

12. ThaA I may be comforted, du:. 
It was not merely to confirm them that 
Paul wished to come. He sought 
the communion of saints; he expected 
to be himself ediB^ and strengthened; 
and to be comforted by seeing their 
strength of faith, and their rapid growth 
in grace We may remark here, (1.) 
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the mutual ' faith both of you 
and me. 

13 Now I would not have you 
Ignorant, brethren, that often- 
times I purposed to come unto 
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That one effect of religion is to pro- 
duce the desire of the communion of 
saints. It is the nature of Christianity 
to seek the society of those who are 
the friends of Christ. (2.) Nothing b 
better fitted to produce growth in grace 
than such communion. Every Chris- 
tian should have one or more Uhristian 
friends to whom he may unbosom 
himself. No small part of the difficul- 
ties which young Christians experience 
would vanbh, if they should commu- 
nicate their feelings and views to 
others. Feelings which they suppose 
no Christians ever had, which greatly 
distress them, they will find are com- 
mon among those who are experienced 
in the Christian life. (3.) There is 
nothing better fitted to excite the feel- 
ings, and confirm the hopes of Christian 
ministers, than the firm faith of young 
converts, of those just commencing 
the Christian life. 3 John 4. (4.) The 
apostle did not disdain to be taught by 
the humblest Christians. Ho expected 
to be strengthened himself by the faith 
of those just beginning the Christian 
life. ** There is none so poor in the 
church of Christ, that he cannot make 
some addition of importance to our 
stores." Calvin, 

13. TTtat oftentimes I purposed. 
See ver. 10. How often he had pur- 
posed this we have no means of ascer- 
taining. The fiict, however, that he 
had done it, showed h|s strong desire 
to see them, and to witness the dis- 
plays of the grace of God in the capital 
of the Roman world. Comp. ch. xv. 
23, 24. One instance of his having 
purposed to go to Rome is recorded 
in Acts xix. 21. ** After these things 
were ended (viz.. at Ephesus), Paul 
purposed in the spirit, when he had 
passed through Macedonia and Achaia 
to go . to Jerusalem ; saying, after I 
have been there, I must also see 



you, (but was li;t hitherto,) that 
I might have some fruit ^ among 
you also, even as among other 
Gentiles. 

14 I am debtor * both to the 
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Rome.*' Thu purpose expressed in 
this manner in the epistle, and the 
^cts of the Apostles, has been shown 
by Dr. Paley (Hone Paulina on Rom. 
i. 13) to be one of those undesigned 
coincidences which strongly show that 
both books are genuine. Comp. Rom. 
XV. 23, 24, with Acts xix. 21. A forger 
Ql[ these books would not have thought 
of such a contrivance as to feign such 
a purpose to go to Rome at that time, 
and to have mentioned it in that man- 
ner. Such coincidences are among 
the best proofe that can be demanded, 
that the writers did not intend to im- 
pose on the world. See Paley. ^ But 
■was let hitherto. The word "let" 
means to hinder, or to obstruct. In 
what way this was done we do not 
know, but it is probable that he refers 
to the various openings for thd preach^ 
ing of the gospel where he had been, 
and to the obstructions of various 
kinds from the enemies of the gospel 
to the fulfilment of his purposes. 
^ That I might have some fruit 
among you. That I might be the 
means of the conversion of sinners 
and of the edification of the church in 
the capital of the Roman empire. It 
was not curiosity to see the s]rfendid 
capital of the world that prompted 
this desire; it was not the love of 
travel, and of roaming from clime to 
clime ; it was the specific purpose of 
doing good to the souls of men. To 
have fruit means to obtain success in 
bringing men to the knowledge of 
Christ. Thus the Saviour said (John 
XV. 16), <*I have chosen you, and 
ordained you that you should bring 
forth fruit, and that your fruit should 
remain.*' 

14, 15. / am debtor. This docs 
not mean that they had conferred any 
&vour on him, which bound him to 
make this return, but that he was un- 
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Greeks and to &e Barbarians, 
both to the wUe and to the un- 
wise. 

15 So, as much as in me is, 



I am ready to preach the gospel 
to you that are at Rome also. 

1 6 For I am not ashamed " 
of the gospel of Christ : for it is 
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der 9bUg{Ui9n to preach the gospel to 
all to whom it was possible. This.o6ff- 
wation arose from the favour that (3od 
nad shown him in appointing him to 
this work. He was specially chosen 
as a vessel to bear the gospel to the 
Gentiles (Acts ix. 15. Rom. xi. 13), 
and he did not feel that he had dis- 
charged the obligation until he had 
made the gospel known as far as pos- 
siUe among all the nations of the earth; 
t To the Greeks. This term properly 
denotes those who dwelt in Greece. But 
as the Greeks were tlfe most polished 
people of antiquity, the term came to 
be synonymous With the polished, the 
refined, the wise, as oppoaed to barba- 
rians. In this place it doubtlese 
means the same as " the wise," and in- 
cludes the Romans^ also, as it can- 
not be supposed that Paul would de- 
signate the Romans as barbarians. Be- 
rides, the Romans claimed an origin, 
from 'Greece, and Dionysius Halicar- 
nassns (book i.) shows that " the 
Italian and Roman people r^ere of 
Grreek descent- \ Barbarians,- All 
who were not included under ^e general 
name of Greeks. Thus Ammonius 
says that " all who were not Greeks 
vrere baibartans." This term barba- 
rian, Bag/0se^9^, properly denotes one 
who speaks a foreign language, a 
foreigner, and^the Ghreeks applied it to 
all^ who did not use theur tongue. 
Conip. 1 Cor. xiv. 11. <' i shall be unto 
him tiiat speakedi, a bdrboHan^ &c 
i. e. I shall speak a language which 
he cannot understand. The word did 
not, therefore, of neoes^ty denote any 
mstici^ of manners, or any want of 
refinement. 5. To the "wise. To 
those who esteemed themselves to be 
wise, or who boasted of their wisdom. 
The term is synonymous with . *' the 
Greeks," who prided themselves much 
in their wisdom. 1 Cpr, i, 22, "The 
Greeks a6ek after wisdom." Comp. 

C 



1 Cor. i. 19; iiL 18, 19; iv. 10. 

2 Cor. xi. 19. 1 V^nwUc. Thoso 
who were regarded as the ignorant 
and unpolished part of mankind. The 
expression is equivalent to ours, ' to 
the learned and the unlearned.' It 
was anevidence of the proper spirit to 
be wilting to pleach the gospel to 
either. The gospel claims to have 
power to instruct all mankind, and they 
who are called fo preach it, should be 
able to instfUjet those who esteem 
themselves to be wise, and who are 
endowed vrith science, learning, and 
talent; and th^y lAiouId be -willing' to 
labour to enlighten the most obscure, 
ignorant, and degraded portions of the 
race. This is the true spirit of the 
Christian minbtiy. 

. 15. So, as much as in me is. As far 
as opportunity may be offered, and 
acceding to nqr ability. ^ Jamreai(y, 
dec. I am prepared to preach among 
you, and to. show the power of the 
gospel, even in the splendid metropolis 
of the world. He was not deterred by 
any fear; nor was he indifferent to 
their welfare ;, but he was under the 
direction of God, and as far as A« gavia 
him opportunity, he was ready to make 
known to them the gospel, as he had 
done at Antioch, Ephesus, Athens, and 
Corinth. 

This closes the introduction or pre- 
face to ^e epistle. Having shown hie 
deep interest in their welfare, he pro- 
ceeds in the tiext verse to state to them 
the great doctrines of that gospel which 
he was desirous of proclaiming to 
themt 

\6i For J am not ashamed, &e. 
The Jews had cast him off, aiid regaxd- 
ed him as an apostate ; and.by the wise 
among, the Gentiles he had been per- 
secuted, and despised, and driven from 
place to place, and regarded as &e filth 
of the world, and the ofiscouring of all 
thmgs (1 Cor. iv. 18), but still he wa« 
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the poMrer * of God unto salva- 
tion, to every one that believeth ; * 

m Jte aSM. lGor.1.18. b Vvk 16.1>. 

not ashamed of tho gospel. He had 
so firm a conviction of its value 
and its truth ; he had experienced so 
much of its consolations ; and had seen 
so much of its efficacy ; that- he was 
so far from being ashamed of it that he 
gloried in it as tibe power of God unto 
salvation. Men should be ashamed 
of crime and folly. They are 
asnamed of their own offences^ and of 
the follies of their conduct, when they 
come to reflect on it But they -are 
not ashamed of that which they feel to 
be right, and of that which they know 
will contribute to their welfare, and to 
the benefit of their fellow men. Such 
were the views of Paul about the gos- 
pel ; and it is one of hu favourite doc- 
trines that' they who believe on Christ 
shall not bO' ashamed. Rom. x. 11 ; v. 5. 
2 Cor. vii. 14. 2 Tim. i. i2. Phil. I 
20. Rom. ix. 33. 2 Tim. i. 8. Comp. 
Mark viil 38. 1 Peter iv. 16. 1 John 
ii. 28. 1 Of the gospel*, Thin word 
means the good news, or the glad in- , 
telligence. See Note, Mark i. 1. It is 
so called because it contains the glad 
annunciation that sin may be pardoned^ 
and the soul saved. ^ Of Christ, 
The good news respecting the Messiah ; 
or which the Messiah has brought 
The expression probably refers to the 
former, the good news which relates ^o 
die Messiah, to his character, advent, 
preaching, death, ' resurrection, and 
ascension. Though this was " to the 
Jewi^ St stumbling bloick, and to the 
Greeks foolishness," yet he regarded it 
as the only hope of salvation, and "was 
ready to preach it eveii in the rich and 
splendid capital of ^tho world, f The 
potoer of Ood, This expression means 
that it is the 'way in which God exerts 
his power in the salvation of m^n. It 
is~ the efficacious or mighty plan, by 
which power goes forth 'to save, and 
by which all the obstacles of man's 
edemption toe taken away. This ex- 
pression implier, (1.) That it is God's 
'^, or his appointment. It is not the 



to' the Jew first, and also to the 
Greek. 
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device of man. (2.) It is adapted ta 
tkb end. It is fitted to overcome the 
obstacles in the way. It is not merely 
the instrument by which God exerts hu 
power, )>ut it has an inherent adaptecU 
ness to the end, it is Jltted to accom- 
plish salvation to man so that it may 
be denominated power* (3.) It is 
mighty, hence it u called power, and 
the power of God. It ia not a feeble 
and ineffectual instrumentality, but it 
is " mighty to the pulUng down of strong 
holds.'' 2Cor. X. 4,^. It has shown 
its power as applicable to eveiy degree 
of sin, to every combination of wick- 
edness. It ^has gone against the sins 
of the world, and evinced its power to 
save sinners of all grades, and to over- 
come and-^subdue every mighty form 
of iniquity. Comp. Jer..xxiiL 2d, ** Is 
not my word like as a fire saith the 
Lord ; and like a hammer that break- 
eth the, rock in pieces 1" 1 Cor. i. 18. 
'* The preaching of the cro^s is to them 
that perish, foolishness, but unto us 
which are saved, it is the power of 
God." 5 Unto salvation, T'hisvv^ojrd 
means complete deliverance from sin 
and death, and all the foes and dang^rS) 
that, beset map. It cannot imply any 
thing less than eternal life. If a man 
riiould believe and then* fall away, he 
could in no correct sense be sud to 
be saved. And hence when the apos- 
tle declares that it is the power of -God 
unto salvation " to every one that be- 
lieveth," it implies that a^^who become 
believers ** shall be kept by the powef 
of God through faith unto salvation** 
(see 1 Pet i. 6), and that none shall 
ever fall away and be lost. < The apos- 
tle thus commence* his discussion with 
6ne of the important doctrines of the 
Christian religion, the final preser- 
vation .of the saints. ■ He is not de- 
fending the gospel for any temporary 
object, or with any temporary hope. 
He looks through Uie system, and sees 
in it a plan for the complete and eter- 
nal recovery of all those who believe 
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17 For therein • is the right- 
eousness of God revealed from 
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in the Loid J<»us Christ When he 
ays it ifl tlie power of God unto 8ali»> 
tion, htf means that it is the power of 
God for ^e attainment of salyation. 
This is the end, or th^ design of this 
exertion of power. 1 To evety trtte 
Ihat believeth. Comp. Mark xvi. 16, 
17. This expresses the condition, or the 
terms, on which salvation is conferred 
through the gospel. It is not indis- 
cnminately to aU men, whatever may 
be their eharacter. It is only to those 
who confide or trust in it ; and it is 
conferred on all who receive it in this 
manner. If this qualification is pos- 
sessed, it bestows its blessings freely and 
My. All men know what /cuVA is. It is 
exercised when we confide in a parentKA 
friend, a benefiictor. It is such a recep- 
tion of a promise, a truth, or a threat- 
ening) as to saSer it to make its appro- 
jniate impression on the mind, and 
such as to lead us to act under its in- 
fluence, or to act as we should on the 
supposition that it is true. . Thus a 
sinner credits the threatenings of God, 
and feais. This is faith. He credits his 
promises, and hopes. This is faith. He 
feels that he is lost, and relies on Jesus 
Christ for mercy. This is faith. And, 
in general, futh is such an impression 
on the mind made by truth as to lead 
ns to feel and aict aslf it were truef 
to have the appropriate feelings, and 
view8,~and conduct under the com- 
mands, and promises, and threatenings 
of God. See Note, Maik xvi. 16. 
1 To the Jew first. First m order 
^S time. Not that . the gospel was 
tny more adapted to Jews than to 
others ; but to Uiem had been commit- 
ted t|ie oracles of God; the Messiah 
lutd come through theni ; they had had 
the law, the temple, and the service of 
('od, and it was natural that the gos- 
pel should be proclaimed to them be- 
fore it was to the Grentiles. This was 
the order in which the gospel was 
fictually preached to the world, first to 
(lie Jews, and then to the Gentiles. 
Comp. Acts ii. and x. Matt x. 6. 



faith to faith : as it is written* ' 
The just shall live by faith. 

ftHab.S.4. 
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Luke xxiv. 49. Acts xiii. 46, << It was 
necessary that the word of God should 
fir^t have been spoken to you; bul 
seeing ye pqt it from you, and judgs 
yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, 
to, we turn to the Gentiles." Comp. 
Matt xxi» 43. ^ ^nd also to the 
Greek, To all who were not Jews, 
that i^, to all the world. It was not 
confined in its intention or efiScacy to 
any class or nation of men. It was 
adapted to all, and was designed to 
be extended to all. 

^ 1 7. For, This word implies that 
he lis now about to give a reason for 
that which he had just said„ a reason 
why he was not ashamed of the gospel 
of Christ That reason is stated in 
this verse. It embodies the Substance 
of all that is contained in the epistle. 
It is the doctrine which he seeks to es- 
tablish ; and there is not perhaps a more 
important passage in Uie Bible than 
this verse; or one more difficult to be 
understood. 1 Therein. In it, ir i^utm, 
i. e. in the gospel. ^ /• the righteous- 
ness of God, liKMoo-uvn etou. There 
is not a more important expression to 
be found in the epistle than this. It 
is capable of only the following inter- 
pretations. (1.) Some have said that 
it means that the attribute of God 
which is denominated righteousness or 
justice, is here displayed. It has been 
supposed that this was the design of 
the gospel to make this known ; or to 
evince his ^'u«^ce m his way of saving 
men. There is an important sense in 
which this is true (ch. iii. )26). But 
this does not seem to be the meaning 
in the passage before us. For, (a) The 
leading design of the gospel is not to 
evince the Justice of God, or the at- 
tribute of Justice, but the love of God. 
See John iiL 10- £ph. u. 4. 2 f hess. 
ii. 16. 1 Johniv.8. (b) The attribute 
of Justice is not that which is princi- 
pally evinced in the gospel. It is rathei 
mercy, or mercy in a manner consis- 
tent vfith Justice, or that does not 
interfinre mth justice, (e) The paa* 
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sage, therefore, u not destgned to teach 
simply that the righteousness of God, 
as an attribute, is brought forth in the 
gospel, or that the main idea is to re-^ 
veal his justice. 

(2.) A second interpretation which 
has been affixed to it is, to make it the 
same as go^dnets, the benevolence of 
God is revealed, i&c But to this there 
are still stronger objections. For (a) 
It does not comport with the design of 
the apoctle*s argument (Jb) It is a 
departure from the established mean- 
ing of the word justice, and the phrase 
** the righteousness of God.'' (c) If 
this had been the design, it is remarka- 
ble that the usual wonis expressive of 
fvtdneta or mercy had not been used. 
Another meaning, therefore, is to be 
sought as expressing the sense of the 
phrase. 

(3.) The phrase righteouwnet of 
God is equivalent to GotTo plan of 
jnntifying men ; hit ocheme of de- 
daring them just in the sight of the 
law g or of dcquittif^g them from 
pwiishment, and admitting them to 
favour. In this sense it stands op- 
posed to man^s plan of justification, 
i. e. by his own works. God's plan is 
by faith. The roay in ivhich that is 
done is revealed in the gospel; The 
object contemplated to be done is to 
treat men as if they were righteous.. 
Man attempted to accomplish this by 
obedience to the law. The plan of 
God was to arrive at it by faith. Here 
the two schemes differ ; and the great 
design of this ejustle is to ^ow that 
man cannot be justified on his own 
plan, to wit, by works ; and that the 
plan of God is the only way, and a 
wise and glorious way of making man 
just in ihe eye of the law. No small 
part of the perplexity usually attend- 
ing this subject will be avoided if it is 
remembered that the discussion in diis 
epistle pertains to the question, <* how 
can mortal man be just with GodV 
The apostle shows that it cannot be 
by works ; and that it can be by faith. 
This latter is what he calls the right* 
eouvneos of God which b revealed in 
the gospel. 

'^'> see that thia is the meaning, it is 



needful only to look at the cwiinexion; 
and at the usual meaning of the words. 
The word to justify, ^Msuoet, means 
I»operly to bejutt, to be innocent, to be 
righteous. It then means to declare^ 
or treat as righteous ; as when a man is 
charged with an offence, and is acquits 
ted. If the erime alleged is not proved 
against him* he is declared by ue law 
to be innocent. It then means to treat 
as if innocent, to regard as innocent i 
tha is, to pardon, to forgive, and con- 
sequmtly to treat as if the oflence 
ha^ not occurred. It does not mean that 
the man did not commit the offence ; 
or that the law might not have held him 
ansroerdble for it ; but that the offence 
is forgiven; and it is consistent to re- 
ceive the offender into favour, and 
treat him as if he had not committed 
it In what way this may be done 
rests with him who has the pardoning 
power. And in regard to the salvation 
of man, it rests solely with Grod, and 
must be done in Chat way only which 
he appoints and approves. The de- 
sign of Paul in this epistle is to show' 
how this is done, or to show that it 
is done by fidth. It may be remarked 
here that the expression before us does 
not imply any particular manner in 
which it is done ; it does not touch 
the question, whether it is by imputed 
righteousness oriiot; it does not say 
that it is on legal principles ; it simply 
affirms that the gospel contains God's 
plan of justifying men by faith. 

The primary meaning of Uie word i% 
therefore, /o be innocent, pure, Ac and 
hence the name means righteousness 
in general. For this use of the word, 
see Matt iiL 15 ; v. 6. 10. 20 ; xxL 
32. Luke i. 71^. Acts x. 35; zHi. 10« 
Rom. ii. 26 ; viii. 4, Ac 

In the s^se of pardoning sin, or of 
treating men as if they were innocent, 
on the . condition of faith, it is used 
often, and especially in this epiistle. 
See Rom. iiL 24. 26; 28. 30 ; iv. 5 ; ▼. 
1 ; viii. 30. Gal. it 16 ; iii. 8. 24. 
Rom. iii. 21, 22. 25 ; iv 3. 6. 13 ; ix 
30, &C 

Itb called Ghd!'s righteousness, "be- 
cause it is God*s plan, in distinction 
fipom all the plans set up by men. 1 
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was originated by him ; it differs froip 
all others; and it claims him as its 
author, and tends to his glory. It is 
called his righteoutnett, as it is the 
iray by whidi he receives and treats 
men a» nghteous. This same pan 
was foretold in various places, whwe the 
word rig'hteoume*^ is nearly synony- 
mous with salvation, Isa. Ivi. 5, " My 
righteousness is near ; my salvation is 
gone forth." 6, ** My solvation shall 
be for ever, and my righteousness shall 
not be abolished.** Isa. IvL 1, " My 
salvation is near to come, and my right- , 
eousness to be revealed." Dan', iz* 
S4, " To make reoondliatton for ini- 
quity, and to bring in everlasting right- 
eousness." 

In regard to diis plan, it may be ob- 
served, (1.) That it is not to declare 
that men are innocent and pure. That 
would not be trpe. The truth is just 
the- reverse; and Grod does not esteem 
Bien to be. different from what they 
are. (2.) It is -not to take part 
with the sinner, and to mitigate his 
offiances. It admito them to thedr 'full 
extent ; and makes him feel them also. 
(3.) It is not that we become partakers 
of the essential righteousness of God, 
That is impossible. (4.) It is not that 
hie righteousness becomes ours. This 
is not true ; and there is no intelligible 
sensa in which that can hb understood. 
But it is God's plan for pardoning on, 
and for treating ub as if we had not 
committed it; that is, adopting us as 
his children, and admitting us to heav^ 
on the ground of what the Lord Jesus 
has done in our stead. This is God's 
plan. Men seek to save thiBmselves 
by their own works. God's plan Ib to 
save them by the meiite of Jesus 
Christ. Y Revealed, Made known, 
and communicated. Theigospel states 
the fact that God has such a plan of 
jastification ; and show* the -way or 
manner in which it might be done.- 
The fact seems to have lieen under- 
stood by Abraham, and the patriarchs 
(Heb. XL.), hut the full mode or man- 
ner in which it was to be .accomplish- 
ed, was not revealed until it was done 
in the gospel of Christ. And becoMse 
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this great and glorious truth was thus 
niade kuoiii'n, Paul was not ashamed 
of the gospel. Nor should -we be. 
^ From faitht U mv*rmts. This phrase 
I take to be connected with the ex; 
pressioi^ . <* the righteousness of God.'* 
Thus, *' the righteousness of God ;" and 
it means, that God's method of justifying 
men iBfromototU of a system (tf salvation 
by faith alone. The great truth of the gos 
pel is brought out, that men are justifieo 
by faiths apd not by the deeds of the law 
The common interpretetion of the pas 
sage has. been, that the righteousness ol 
Gk>d in this is teveH^dfrom one degree oj 
faith to aftofher. But to this inter- 
pretation there are many objections 
(1.) It i^ not true. The gospel was 
not -designed for this. It did not sup- 
pose that men had a certain degree of 
fidth- by nature, which needed only to 
be strengthened iii order that they 
might be saved. (3.) It does not make 
good sense. To say that the right- 
eousness of Gtod, meaning, as is com- 
monly understood, his essential Jus' 
ticcj is revealed from one degree of 
faith to another, is to use words with- 
out any meaning. (3.) The connexion 
of the passage does not adnut of this 
interpretation. The design of the pas- 
sage is evidel)tly to set forth the doc- 
trine of justification as the grand theme 
of remark, 'and it does not comport 
with that design to introduee here the 
advance from one d^pree of faith to 
another, as the main topic (4.) The. 
epistle is intended clearly to establish 
the fact thi^ men are justified by faith. 
This is the grand idea wMch is kept up ; 
and to show hov this may be done is 
the main puipose befinre the apostle. 
See ch. iii 22 30 ; ix. 30 ; ix. 32 ; 
X. 6, dtc. (6.) The passage which he 
immediately quotes shows that he did 
not speak of diflferent degrees of faith, 
but of the doctrine that men are to be 
justified^y faith. 1 To faith. Unto 
Uioee who believe (comp. ch. iii. 22) ; 
or to every one that hasfaith^ ver. 16. 
The abstract is here put for the con. 
Crete. It is designed to express the 
idea, that God^s plan of Justifying 
men is revealed in the gospel, lahich 
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18 For the wrath *of God is 

a Eph.6.6. 

plan if by faiths and the benefitB of 
which plan thall be extended to all 
that have faith f or that believe, ^ Ao 
it is -written. 8eo Habakkaik ii. 4. 
1 Thejuot shall Uve by faith. The 
LXX. translate the passage in Habak* 
kuk, ^ If any man shall draw back, my 
soul shall have no pleasure in himi but 
the just by my faith,'* or hy faith in me, 
''shall live." The very words are 
used by them which are employed hy 
the apostle, except they add the word 
** my, fitw,'* my faith. The Syriac ren- 
ders it in a similar manner, " The just 
by faith shall live." The meaning of 
the Hebrew in Habakkuk is the same. 
It does not refer originally to' Uie doc- 
trine of justification by faith ; but its 
meaning is this, * The just man, or the 
righteous man, shall live by his confi- 
dence in God.' The prophet is speak- 
ing of the woes attending the Baby- 
lonish captivity. T4ie Chaldeans were 
to come upon the land and destroy it,' 
and remove the nation, ch. i. 6-*-10. 
But this was not to be perpetual. It 
should have an end (ch. ii. 3), and 
they who had "confidence in God should 
live (ver. 4) ; that is, should be restored 
to their country, should 4)e ;blessed and 
made happy. Their confidence in God 
should sustain them, and preserve 
them. This did not refer primarily to 
the doctrine of justification by faith, 
nor did the apostle so quote it, but it 
ex^repsed a general principle that 
those who hud confidence in God 
should be happy, and be preserved, and 
blessed. This would expren the doc- 
trine which Paul was defending. It 
was not by relying on his own merit 
that the Israelite would be delivered, 
6ut it was by confidence in God, by Ai> 
strength, and mercy. On the same 
principle would men be saved under 
the gospel. It was not' by relitooe on 
their own works or merit ; it was by 
confidence in God, by faith that they 
were to live. ^ Shall live: In Ha- 
bakkuk this means to ^x made happy, 
' blessed : shall find comfort, and sup- 
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port, and deliverance. So, in the gop- 
pel the blessings oi salvation are repre- 
sented aa Ufe, eternal life. Sin is 
represented asdeuth, and man by nature 
is represented as dead in trespasses and 
sins. Eph. ii. I. The gospel restores 
to Bfe and salvation. John iii. 36 ; v. 
.29. 40^ VI. 33. 51. 83; xx. 31. Acts 
ii. 28. Rom. v. 18; viiL 6.-^This ex- 
pression, therefore, does not mean, as 
it is sometimes supposed, the justified 
by faith shall live ;. but It is expresmve 
of a general principle in relation to 
men, that they shall be defended, pre- 
served, made happy, not by their own 
merits or strength, but by confidence 
in God. This principle is exactly ap- 
plicable to the gospel plan of salvation. 
Those who rely on God the Saviour 
shall be justified, and saved. 

18. For. This word denotes that 
the apostle is about to- give a reason 
for what he had just said. This verse 
commences the argument ofthe epiistle, 
an argument designed to establish the 
proposition advanced in ver. 17. The 
proposition is, that God's plan of justi- 
fication is revealed in the gospel. To 
show this, it was necessary to show 
that all other plans had failed ; and that 
there was need of some new plan or 
scheihe to save men.- To this he devotes 
this and the two following chapters. 
The design of this argument is, to show 
that men were sinners. And in order 
to make this out, it was necessary to 
show that they were under- law. This 
was clear in regard to the Jews. They 
had the Scriptures ; and the apostle in 
this chi^ter shows that it was equally 
clear in regard to the Gentiles, and 
then^ proceeds to show that both had 
failed Of obeying the law. To see thia 
clearly it is necessary to add only, that 
there can be 1)ut two ways of j.ustifica- 
tion conceived of; one by obedience to 
law, and the other by grace. The 
former was the one by which Jews and 
Gentiles had sought to be justified; 
and if it could be shown that in this 
they had fiiiled, the way was clear tp 
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show that there was need of some 
other plan. 1 The wrath of God, 
i^M Q§uj. The word rendered -wrath 
properly denotes that earnest appetite, 
3r 'desire hy which we seek any thing, 
jran intense effort to obtain it. And it 
b particularly ^plied to the desire 
which a man has to take vengeance 
who is injured, and who is enraged. 
It 18 thus synonymous with revMige. 
Eph. iv. 31, '*Let all bitterness, and 
wrath" dec Col. iii. 8, "Anger, 
wrath, malice," Ac 1 Tim. ii» 8. James 
L 19. But it is also often applied to 
God ; and it is clear that when we 
think of the word as 4,pplicable to him, 
it must be divested ai every thing like 
human passion, and especially of the 
passion of r^vtnge. . As he cannot be 
injured by the sins of men (Job xxv. 
6---8), he has no motive for vengeance 
properly so called, and it is one of the 
most obvious rules of interpretation 
that we are not ta apply to God pas- 
sions and feeling» which, among us, 
have their origin in evil. In making a 
revelation, it was indispensable to use 
words which men used ; but it does 
not follow that when applied to God 
they jnean precitety what they do 
when applied to man. When the Sa- 
viour is said (Mark iir. 6). to have 
looked on his disciples with ang-er 
(Grreek, wrath, the same word is here), 
it is UQt to be supposed that he had the 
feelings of an implacable man seeking 
vengeance. The nature of the feeling 
is to be judged of by the character of 
the person. So, in this j>lace, the word 
denotes the divine displeamre or in- 
dignation against sin; the divine pur- 
pose to inflict puniMhmentm It it the 
opposition of the divine character 
againet tin j and the determination of 
the divine mind to eaiprete that oppo- 
sition' in a proper way, by excluding 
the ofiender from the favours which he 
bestows on the righteous. It is not an 
nnamiable, or arbitrary principle of 
conduct. We all admire the tsharaejer 
of a father who ia opposed to disorder, 
and vice, ttid disobedience in his fami- 
ly, and who expresses his dpposition 
in a proper way. We admire the 



character of a ruler who is opposed to 
all crime in the community, and who 
expresses those feelings in the laws. 
And the more he is opposed to vice 
and crime, the more -we admire his 
character and his laws ; and why shall 
we be- not equally pleased with God, 
who ii opposed to all crime in all parts 
of the universe, and who determines 
to express it in the proper w&y for the 
sake of preserving order and promoting 
peace 1 The word divine displeasure 
or indignation, therefore, expresses the 
meaning of this phrase. &ee Matt iii. 
7. Luke iii. 7 ; xxi. 23. John Ui. 36 
Rom. ii. 6. 8 ; iii. 5 ; iv. 15 ; v. 9 ; ix. 
22; ziL 19; xiii. 4, 6. Eph. iL 3; v. 
6. 1 Thess. i. 10; iL 16, &c. The 
word occurs thirty-five times in> the 
New Testament 1 Is revealed. That 
is, revealed to the Jews by their law ' 
and to the Gentiles in their reason^ 
and consdenoe, as the apostle pro- 
ceeds to show. 1 From heaven. This 
expression I take to mean simply that 
the divine displeasure against sin is 
made known by a divine appointment ; 
by an arrangement of events, commu- 
nications, and arguments, which evince 
that they -have had iheir origin in 
heaven; or are divine. How this is, 
Paul proceeds to state, in the works of 
creation, and in the law which the He- 
brews had. .A jrariety of meanings 
have been given to this expression, but 
this seems the most satisfactory. It 
does not mtean that the wrath will be 
sent firom heaven ; or that the heavens 
declare his wrath ; or that the heavenly 
bodies are proofs of hb wrath against 
sin ; . or that Christ, the executioner of 
wrath, wiU be manifest from heaven 
(Origen, Cyrill, Beza, &c.) ; or that it 
is from God who is in heaven g but that 
it is by an arrangement which shows 
that it had its origin in heaven, or has 
proofii that it is £vine. 1 Jigainst aU 
ungJtdUness. This word properly 
means impiety towardsjjrod, or neglect 
of the worship and honour due to him. 
dfifiudof. It r^ers to the fiaet that men 
had fiuled to honour the true God, and 
had paid to idols the homage which 
was due to. him. Multitudes also i 
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«V6X7 mge refuse to honour him, and 
neglect hifl worship, though they are 
not idolaters. Many men f uppose that 
if they do not neglect their duty to 
Iheir fellow-men, if they are honest 
and upright in their dealings, they are 
not guilty, even though they are not 
righteous, or do not do their duty to 
t^; as though it were a less crime 
to dishonour God than man; and as 
though it were Innocence to neglect 
and disobey our Maker and Bedeemeir. 
The apostle here shows that the wrath 
of (jod is as reaHy revealed against the 
neglect of God as it is agadnst positive 
iniquity ; and that this is an ofience of 
so much consequfflice as to be placed 
first, and as deserving the divine in- 
dignation more than &e neglect of our 
duties towards men. Comp. Rom. xi. 
S6. 2 Tim. ii. 16. Titus n, 12. Jude 
15. 18. The word does not elsewhere 
occur in the New Testament. \ Un- 
righteousnett of men. Unrighteous- 
ness, or iniquity to-aardt men. Ail 
offences against our neighbour, our pa- 
rents, our country, &c. The word un- 
fodliness includra all xsrimea against 
God ; this, all crimes against our leilow- 
men. The two words express -that 
which comprehends the violation of sll 
the commands of God ; ** Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God, dec. and thy neigh- 
bour as thyself.*' Matt xxii. 37—40. 
The . wrath, of Giod is thus revealed 
against atf human wickedness. ^ Who 
hold the truth. Who keep back, or 
reotrain the truth. The word trans- 
lated hold here, sometimes means to 
maintainf to keep, to observe (1 Cor. 
vii. 80. 2 Cor. vi. 12) ; but it also means 
to hold back, fo detain, to hinder, 
Luke iv. 42, ** The people sought him 
(Jesus), and came to .him, and Uayed 
him." <Greek, the same as here.) 
Fhilemon 13, *< Whom I would have 
retained with me," dec 2 Thess. iL 6, 
'* And now ye know what xoithholdeth," 
&c In this place it' means also that 
they held back, or restrained the 
truth, by their wickedness. 1 The 
truth. The truth of Grod, in whatever 
way made known, and particularly, as 
the apoctto goes on to say that which is 



made known by the light of nature 
The truth pertaining to his perfsBtioiUi 
his law, 4cc. They hold it back, mt 
restrain its influence. 1 Jhunright' 
eousness. Or rather, by their iniquity. 
Their vnckednessis the cause why the 
truth had had so little progress among 
thenv and had exerted . so little influ- 
ence. This was done by their yielding 
to commit passions .and propensities, 
and by their being therefore unwilling 
to retain the knowledge of a pure and 
holy God, who is opposed to suchdeeds^ 
and who will punish them. As they 
were determined io practise iniqui^, 
they chose to exclude the knowledge 
of a pure Grod, and to worship impure 
idols, by which they might give a 
sanction to their lusts. Their vice and 
tendency to iniquity was, therefore, the 
reason why they had so little know- 
ledge of a holy God ; and by die love 
of this, they held back the tnith from 
making progress, and hecomiiig diffua^id 
among Uiem. 

The same thing is substantially true 
now. ^en hold back or resLst the 
truth of |he gospel by their sins^in the 
following ways. (1.) Men of influ- 
ence and wealth employ both, in di- 
rectly opposing the goi^L (2.) Men 
directly resist the doctrines of religion, 
since they know they could not hold 
to those doctrines without abandoning 
their nns. (3.) Men who. resolve to 
live in sin, of course, resist, the gospel, 
and endeavour to prevent its influqioe. 
(4.) Pride, and vanity, «nd the love of 
the world also resist the gospel, and 
oppose its advances. . (5.) Unlawful 
bttsiness-^bufliness that begins in evil, 
and ftmgWBKttf and ends in evil — ^has 
this tendency to hold back the gospel. 
Such is tfauB eflfoct of the traffic in 
ardent spirits, in the slave-trade, dee. 
They begin in the love of money, the 
root of all evil (1 Tim. vL 10) ; they 
progress in the tears and sorrows of 
the widow, the orphan, the wifis, the 
sister, or the child ; and they end in the 
deep danmation of multitudes in the 
world to come. Perhaps the^ has 
been nothing that has so much held 
back the influence of truth, and of the 
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ungodliness, and unrighteous- 
nesft of men, who hold the truth 
in unrighteousness,: 

19 Because that which may 



gospel, as indulgence in the vice of in- 
lempeirance, and traffic in liquid fiie. 
(6.) Indulgence in vice^or wickedness 
of any kind, holds hack the truth of 
God. Men who are resolved to in- 
dulge their passions -wiU not yield 
themselves to this truth. And iMnee 
all the wicked; the proud^ and vain, 
and woirldly are responsible, not only 
for thek own sins durectly^ but for hin- 
dering, by their, example aiid. their- 
dimes, the effect of religion on others. 
Th^ are'answerabie for standing in the 
way of Ciod and his truth; unA. for 
9ppeHng him in the benevolent design 
of doing good to all men. There is 
nothing ^at prevents the universal 
spread and influence of truth but sin. 
And men^ of widEedness are answer- 
able for all the ignoxance and wo 
which ere spread over the community, 
and v?faich have Extended themselves 
over the world. 

19. JBeeause* The apostle pro- 
ceeds to show how it was that the 
heathen hindered the tiuth by their 
iniquity.^ This he does by showing 
ibal the truth nUght be known by the 
works of creation ; and that nothing 
but their iniquity prevented it \ That 
•which majf-be knonam of Gad. That 
iHiich is knofwable oonGerning (Sod. 
The expression implies thatifaere may 
be many things concerning Gbd which 
cannot be known. But there are also 
manj things which may be ascertained. 
Such . are hia existence, and many of 
his attributes, his power, and wisdom, 
and justice, ^Iec. The object of the 
apbeUe was not to say that every tkinff 
pertaining to God could be known by 
them, or that they could have as cktur 
a view of him as if they had possessed 
a revelation. We must interpret the 
exprassion according to the otgect 
wl^h he had in view. That was to 
show ft«t so much might be known oi 



be known of Grod is manifest in * 
them ; for ' God hath shewed tt 
unto them. 

20 For the invisible things oi 
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God as to prove that they had no ex- 
jcu9e for their crimes ; or that God 
would, be just in punishing them for 
their deeds. For thi» it was needful 
only that his existence and his justice, 
or his determination to punish sin, 
should be known; and this, the apostle 
affirms, -wets known among them, and 
had been from the creation of the 
world. This expression,, therefore, is 
not to be pressed as implying that- they 
knew all that cotdd be known about 
God, or that they knew as much as 
they who had a xevelation; but that 
they knew enough ta prove that they 
had no excuse for their sins. ^ Is 
manifest. Is known; is understood. 
1 '/n them, Among" them. So the 
jMeposition in is oft^ used. It means 
that they had diis knowledge ; or it 
had been communicated to them. The 
great mass of the heathen world was 
indeed ignorant of the true God ; but 
their leadesB, or their philc^phers, had 
this knowledge. See Note on vei. 21. 
But this was not true of the mass, or 
body of the people. Still it was true 
that this knowledge was in the posses- 
sion of man, or was among the pagan 
world, and would have spread, had it 
not- been for the love of sin. ^ God 
hath showed it Jo them, Comp. John 
i. 9. He had endowed them with rea- 
son and conscience (ch. ii. 14, 15) ; he 
had made them capable of seeing and 
innestigating his works; he had'spref^d 
before them the proofs of his wisdom, 
and geodness, and power, and had thi;s 
given them the mewu of learning his 
perfeefiona and will. 

fiO. For the invisible things of him. 
The expression ** his invisible things'* 
refers to those things which cannot be 
perceived by the senses. It does not 
imply that there are any things per- 
taining to the divine character which 
may be seen by .the ^e ; but that 
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him fiom the creation of the 
world are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things ' that 
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there are thingi which may be known 
of him, though not discoTerabl* by the 
eyei. We judge of the objects around 
as by the senses, the sight, the touch, 
the ear, &c. Paul affirms, that though 
we cannot judge thus of God, yet 
there m a way by which we may come 
to the knowledge of him. What he 
means by the invinble things of God 
he specifies at the close of the verse, 
hn eternal pover and Godhead. The 
affirmation extends only to that ; and 
the argument implies that that was 
enough to leave them withoat any ex- 
cuse for their sins. ^ From the 
creation of the toorld. The wdrd 
creation may either mean the^cf of 
creating, or more commonly it means 
the thing created^, the world, the uni- 
verse. In this sense it is commonly 
used in the New Testament Comp. 
Mark x. 6; xiii. 19; xvi. 5. Rom. 
i. 25. 2 Oor. v. 17. Gal. vi. 16. Col. 
i.,15. 23. Hebiiv. 13; ix. 11. 1 Pet 
ti. 13. 2 Pet iit. 4. Rev. iu. 14. 
The word **from" may mean «»ilctf, 
or it may denote by meanBof, And 
the expression here may denote that, 
as an historical fioict, God hat been 
known ^nce the act of creation; or 
it may denote that ^e is known 
by meant of the material universe 
which he has formed. The latter is 
doubtless the true meaning. For, (1.) 
This is the common meaning of 
the word creations and, (2.) This 
accords with the design of the argu- 
ment It is not to state an hittorical 
facty but to show that they had the 
means of knowing their duty within 
their reach, and were without excuse. 
Those means were in the wisdom, 
power, and glory of the universe, by 
which they were surrounded. 1 Are 
clearly teen. Are made manifest; 
or may be perceived. The word 
used here does not occur elsewhere 
n the New Testament t Being wir 



are made, even his eternal power 
and Godhead : * so that tha^ are 
without excuse. 

1 or, that thef may he. 

derttood. His pierfections may be 
investigated, and comprehended by 
means of his works. They are the 
evidencet submitted to our- intellects, 
by which we may arrive at the true 
knowledge of -God. -^ Thingt that 
are moi^. Byhis works. Comp. Heb. 
xi. 3. This means, not by the original 
act of creation, but by the continual 
operations of God in his Providence, 
by hu doingt, ^out/ufleov, by what he is 
continually producing and accomplish- 
ing in thiT displays of his power and 
gcradness in the heavens ahd the earth. 
What they w;ere capable of under- 
standing, he ' immediately adds, and 
shows that he did not intend to affiim 
thai every thing could be known of 
God by bis works; but so much as to 
hee them from eicuse for their sins. 
1 ffit eternal pover. Here are two 
things implied, v (I •) That the universe 
contains an exhibition of his jbower, or 
a display of that attribute w^ch we 
call omnipotence ; and, (2.) That this 
power has exbted from eternity,*^ and 
of course implies cm eternal existence 
in God. It does not mean . that this 
power has been exerted or put forth 
from eternity J for the very idea of 
creation supposes: that it had not, but 
ttfat there is proo^ in the works of 
creation, of power which must' have 
exitted from eternity, or have belonged 
to an eternal being. The proof of 
this was clear, even to the heathen, with 
their imperfect views of creation aind 
of astronomy. Corap. Ps. xix. The 
majesty -and grandeur of the heavens 
would strike their eye, and be full 
.demonstration that they were the work 
of an infinitely great and glorious God. 
But to us, under the full blaze of 
modem science, with our knowledge 
of the magnitude, and distances, and 
revolutions of the heavenly bodies, the 
proof of this porter is much more 
grand and impressive. We may applf 
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the remark of the apostle to the pre- 
■ent state of the aoience, and his Ian* 
guage will cover all the ground, and the 
proof to human yiew is continually 
rising of the auanng power of Giod, 
b3 every new discovery in science, and 
especially in astronomy. Those who 
wish to see this subject presented in « 
most impressive" view, may find it 
done in Chalmer's Astronoqiical Dis- 
courses, and in Dick's Christian Philo- 
sopher. Equally clear is .the proof that 
this power must have been eternal. If 
^ haid not (dway$ existed, it couM in 
no way have been produced, mtt it 
is not ,t6 be supposed that it was 
altoay exerted, any more than it is 
that God n(n» puts forth all the power 
that he can, or thui that -me constantly 
put forth all* the power which we pos- 
sess. God's power was called forth 
at the creation. He thawed his om- 
nipotence ; and gave, by that one great 
act, eternal demonstration that he was 
&hnighty; and we may survey the 
proof of that, as'clearly as if we had 
seen the operation of his hand there. 
The proof is not weakened because we 
do not see the process of creation con- 
stantly goingoii. It is rather augmented 
by the fact ^at he $u9taina all things, 
and controls continually the vast masses 
of matter in the material worlds. % Ood- 
head. His divinity. The Greek word (7e<- 
6rn^ is not elsewhere used in the New 
Testament, though the similar words dt- 
drtfc And delovt both rendered Oodheadt 
occur in CoL ii. 9. Acts xvii. 29. The pas- 
sage here proves the truth that the tu- 
premaey, or supreme divinity of God, was 
exhibited in the works of creation, or that 
he was exalted above all creatures and 
things. It would not be proper, however, 
to preet this word as implying that all 
that we know of God by revelation was 
known to the heathen; but that so 
much was knovm as to show his supre- 
macy ; bis right to their homage ; and 
of course the folly and wickedtiess of 
idolatry. This is all thai the ar- 
gument of the apostle demands, and, 
of course, on this principle the ex- 
preanon is to be interpreted ^ So 



that they are mthout excuse. God 
has given them so clear evidence ^f hii 
existence and claims, that they have 
no excuse for their idolatry, and for 
hindering the truth by their iniquity 
It is implied here that in order that 
men should be responsible, they should 
have the means of knowledge; and 
that he does not judge them when 
their ignorance is- involuntary, and the 
means of knowing the truth have not 
been communicated. But where men 
have these means within their reach, 
and will not avail themselves of them, 
all excuse is taken away. This was 
the case with the Gentile world. They 
had the means of knowing eo mtich 
of God, as to show the folly of wor- 
shipping dumb idols. Comp. Isa. xliv. 
8 — ^20. They had also traditions 
respecting his perfections; and they 
could not plead for their crimes and 
folly that they had no means of know- 
ing him. If this was true of the pa- 
gan world then, how much more is it 
true of the world npw 1 And especial- 
ly how true and fea^l is this, respect- 
ing that great multitude in Christian 
lands who have the Bible, tmd who 
never read it; who are within the reach 
of the sanctuary, and never enter it; 
who are admonished by friends, and by 
the providences of God, and who re- 
gard it not ; and Vrho look upon the 
hmvenS) and even yet see no proof of 
the eternal power and Godhead of him 
who made them all! Nay, there are 
those who are apprized of the diaoove- 
riee of modem astronomy, and who 
yet do not seem to reflect that all 
these glories are proof of the existence 
of an eternal God ; and who liVe in 
ignorance of religion as really as the 
heathen, and in crimes as decided 
and malignant as disgraced the dark- 
est ages of the world. For such there 
is no excuse, or shadow of excuse, to 
be ofifered in the day of doom. And 
there is no fact more melancholy in 
our history, and no one thing that 
more ' proves the stu^ndity of men, 
than this sad forgetfiilness of Him that 
I made the heavens, even amid all the 
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21 Because that, when they 
knev Ood, they glorified him 



wonden and glories that have come 
firesh firom the hand of God, and that 
ev^ry where speak his praise. 

21. Becaute that. The apostle 
hero is showing that it was right to 
condemn men for their sins. To do 
this it was needful to show them that 
they had the knowledge of God, and 
the means oi knowing what was right ; 
and that the true source of their sins 
and idolatries was a corrupt and evil 
heart ^ When they knew God, 
Greek, knovnng" God, That is, they 
had ad acquaintance with the exist- 
ence and many of the perfections qi 
one God. That many of the philoso- 
phers of Greece and Rome had a 
knowledge of one God, there can he 
no doubt ThiB wlis undoubtedly the 
ease with Pythagoras, who had travel- 
led extensively in Egypt, and even in 
Palestine; and also with Plato and his 
disciples. ' This point is clearly showii 
by Cudworth in hui Intellectual Sys- 
tem, and by Bishop Waiburton in the 
Divine Legation of Moses. Yet the 
knowledge of this great truth was not 
communicated to the people. It was 
confined to the philosophers ; and not 
improbably one design of the mysteriea 
celebrated throughout Greece was to 
keep up the knowledge of the one 
true God. Gibbon has remarked that 
''the philosophers regarded all the 
popular superstitions as equally false ; 
the common people as equally true ; 
«nd the politicians as equally useful." 
This was probably a correct account 
of the prevalent feelings among the 
ancients. A single extract from Ci- 
cero (de Natura Deorum, lib. ii. c 6) 
will show that they had the know- 
ledge of one God. ** There is some- 
thing in die nature of things, which 
the mind of man, which reason, which 
human power cannot effect ; and cer- 
tainly that which produces this must 
fae better than man. What can this 
be ealledbut God?" Again (CT S), 
**What can be so plain and mani- 
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not as God, neither were thank 
fill, but became vain* in theii 

fest, when we look at heaven, and 
contemplate heavenly things, as that 
there is some divinity of mostexcellen : 
mind, by which these things ar« 
governed 1" t They glorified him 
not a» Gffd, They did not honour 
him as God. This was the true source 
of their abominations. To glorify him 
at God is to regard with proper reve- 
rence all his^ perfections and laws ; to 
venerate his name, his power, his holi* 
ness, and presence, dtc . As they were 
not inclined to do thi^ so they were 
given over to their own vain and wick- 
ed desires. Sinners are not willing to 
give honoar to God ao God, They are 
not pleased with his perfections ; and 
ther^ore the mind becomes fixed on 
other objects, and the heart gives free 
indulgence to its own sinful desires. 
A willingness to honour God as God — - 
to reverence, love, and obey him, would 
effectually restrain men from sin. 
1 JVeither were thankful. The obli- 
gation to.be thankful to God for his 
mercies, for the goodness which we 
experience, is plain and obvious. Thus 
.We judge of favours received of oar 
fellow-men. The -apostle here clearly 
regards tlus unwillingness to render 
gratitude to Gkxi for his mercies as 
one of the causes of their subsequent 
corruption and idolatry. The reasons 
of this are the following. (1.) The 
effect of ingratitude is to render the 
heart hard and insensible. (2.) Men 
seek, to ybr^e/ the Being to whom they 
are unwillmg to. exercise gratitude. 
(3.) To do this, they fix their affec- 
tions on other things; and- hence the 
heathen expressed their gratitude not 
to God, but to the sun, and moon, and 
^tars, &C., the fMdiuma by which 
God bestows his favours on men. And 
^e may here learn that an unwilling- 
ness to thank Godiox his mercies is 
one of the most certain causes of 
alienation and hardness of heart 
Y But ' became vain. To become 
vain^ with us^ means to be elated, ei 
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iinaginations, and their foolish 
heart was darkened : 

22 Professing themselves to 

or self-conceited, or to seek pruBe from 
others. The meaning here seems to 
be, they became foolish, frivolous in 
their thoughts and reasonings^ They 
acted foolishly; they employed them- 
selves in useless and involoos ques- 
tions, the efiSx^ of which was to lead, 
the mind &rther and farther from the 
truth respecting God. 1 Imaginations, 
This wood means properly thmightt, 
then reaBoningSyVBA ako disputationa. 
Perhaps our word, speculationst would 
coffvey its meaning here. It implies 
that they were unwilling to honour God, 
and being" unwilling to honour him, 
they commenced ' those speculations 
which resulted in all their vain and 
fooli^ opinions about idols, and the 
various rites of idolatrous woxBhip. 
Many of the speculations and in- 
quiries of the ancients were among the 
most vain and senseless which the 
mind can conceive. ^ ,And their fool- 
ish heart. The word heart is not 
unfrequently used to denote ^ermind, 
or the understanding. We apply it 
to denoto the affections. But such 
was not its common use among the 
Hebrews. We speak of the head 
when we refer to the understanding, 
but this was not the ease with the 
Hebrews. They spoke of the. heart 
in this manner, and in this sense it is 
clearly used in this place. See Eph. i. 
18. Rom. iL 15. 2 Cor. iv. 6. 2 Pet 
L 19. The word foolish means literally 
that which is without understanding. 
Matt XV. 16. 1 fFas darkened. Was 
rendered obscure, so that they did not 
perceive and comprehend the truth. 
The prooesa whidi is stated in this 
verse is, (1.) That men had the kadw- 
ledge of God. (2.) That th^ refused 
to honour him when they knew him, 
and were opposed to his character imd 
government (3.) Thbt thev were 
ungratefuL (4.) That they then be- 
gan to doubt, to reason, to speculate, 
and waademd fiur into darimess. This 
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be wise, they « became fools, 

23 And changed the gloi;y of 
the uncorruptible God into an 



a Jer.8.8,9. 



is substantially the process by which 
men wander away from God now. 
They have the knowledge of €rod, but 
they do not love him ;. and being dis- 
satisfied with his character and govern- 
ment,, they bbgin to speculate, frdl into 
error, andthen ** find no end in-wander 
ing maxes lost," and eink into the depths 
of heresy and of sin. 

22. JProfessing themselves to be 
vise. Thu was the common boast of 
the philosophers of antiquity. The 
very word by whic^ they chose ^to be 
calkd^ philosophers, means literally 
lovers of tsisdom. That it was their 
boast that th^ were vri^e, is well 
known. Comp. ch; i. 14. 1 Cor. L 19, 
20^ 21, 22; iiL 19. 2 Cor. xL 19 
1. They became fools, ' Comp.-Jer. viiL 
&, 9. They became really foolish in 
their opinions and conduct There is 
s<«nething particularly pungent and 
cutting in' this remark, and as true as 
k is pungent ' in what way they 
evinced their folly, Paul proceeds im- 
mediately to state. Sinners of all 
kinds are frequently spoken of as fools 
in the Scriptures. In the sense in 
which it b thus used, the word is ap- 
plied to them as void of- understanding 
or moral sense v as idolaters, and as 
wicked. Ps. ztv. 1. Prov. xxvi. 4 ; i. 
17. 22; ziv. S, 9. The senses in 
which this word here is applied to the 
heathen are, (1.) That their specular 
tions and doctrines were senseless ; and 
(2.) That their conduct was corrupt 

23. ^Jind changed. This does not 
flbeto that they literally transmuted 
God himself; hut that in their views 
(hey exchanged him ; or they changed 
him as an object of worship for idols. 
They' produced, of course, no real 
change in: the gloiy of the infinite God 
but the thange vras in themselves. 
Th^ forsook him of whom they had 
knowledge (ver. 21), and ofiered ihs 
homage which was due to him, to idols 
t The glory. The majesty, the honour 
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image like to comiptible man, 
and^ to birds, and four-footed 
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&C. ThM word stands opposed here 
to the degrading nature of their woi- 
lAip. Instead of adoring a Being 
clothed with majesty and honour^ they 
bowed down to reptiles, A;c Th^ 
eichanged a glorious olijeolof worship 
for that which was degrading and hu- 
miliating. The gloty of God, in auch 
places as this, means his essential 
honour, his majeBty, the concentration 
and expression of his perfections, as 
the glory of the ntn (\ Cor. xv. 41) 
means his shining, or his splendour. 
Compw Jer. ii. 11, and Pa. cvi: 20. 
1 The uncorruptible Ood, The word 
uncorruptible is here applied to Grod 
in opposition to ■ man, God ia un- 
changing^ indestructible, immortal. 
The word conveys also the idea that 
God is etemaL As he is incorruptible, 
he b the proper object of worship. Jb 
all the changes of life, .man may come 
to him, assured that he is the same. 
When man decays by age or infirmi- 
ties, he may come to God, assured that 
he undergoes no such change, but is 
the same yesterday, tOHday,^and for 
ever. Comp. 1 Tim. i. 17. ^ Into an 
image. An image is a representation 
or lEceness of any thing, whether made 
by painting, or from wood, stone, &Cr 
Thus the word is applied to idols,' as 
being images or representations of 
heavenly objects. 2 Ohron. xxxiiL 7. 
Dan. iii. 1. Rev. xi. 4, &c. See in- 
stances of this among the Jews de- 
scribed in Isia. xl. 18—26, and Ezek. 
viiL 10» ^ To corruptible man. This 
stands opposed to me incorruptible 
Godk Many of the images or idols 
of the ancients were in the forms of 
men and womrai. Many o** -^eir gods 
were heroes and benefactors, who were 
deified, and to whom temples, altars, 
vid statues were erected. Sudi were 
Tupiter, abd Hersules, and Romulus, 
&c The worship of these heroes 
thus constituted no small part of their 
dolatry, and their images would be of 
•nurse representations of them in hu- 



beaats, and creeping things. 
24 Wherefore God also gave * 
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man form. It was proof of great de- 
gndadon, that they thus adored. mtfy» 
with like passions as thema^ves ; and 
attempted to displace the true God 
from the throne, and to substitute in 
his place an idol in the likenras pf 
men. ^ And to birds. The ibis was 
adored with peculiar reverence among 
the Egyptians^ on account of the great 
benefits resulting from its destroying 
the serpents which, but for this, would 
have overrun the country. The hanck 
was also adored in Egypt, and Uie 
eagle tX'Romit, As one great pillMa- 
pl« of pagan idolatry was to adore all 
olyjects from which important benefits 
were derived, it is probable that all 
birds would come in for a share, of 
pagan worship, that rendered service-in 
the destruction of noxious animals. 
1 And four-footed beasts. Thus the 
ox, under the name apis, was adored in 
^87pt; and even the dog and the 
monkey. In imitation of the Egyptian 
ox, the children of Israel made their 
golden calf; Ex. xxiL 4. At this 
day, two of the most sacred objects of 
worship in Hindoostan are the cow 
and the monkey, ^ And creeping 
things. Reptiles. *< Animals that have 
no feet, or such short ones that they 
seem to creep or craWl on the ground.^ 
(Calmet,) Lizards, serpents, &c. come 
under this description. The crocodile 
in Egypt was an object of adoration, 
and even the serpent So late as the 
second century of the Christian era, 
there was a sect in Egypt, called 
Ophites from their worshipping a ser* 
pent, and who even claimed to be 
OhriatianB. (Murdock's Mosheim, vol. i. 
p. 180, 181.) There was scarcely an 
object, animal or vegetable, which the 
Egyptians did not adore. Thus the 
leek, the onion, dec were objects of 
worship, and men howed down and 
paid adoration to the sun and moon, to 
animals, to vegetables, and to reptiles. 
Egypt was the source of the views of 
religion that pervaded other nations. 
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\hein up to Uncleanness through 
the lusts of their own hearts, to 
dishonour their own bodies be- 
tween themselves : 

. V 

and hence their worship partook of the 
same wretched and degrading charac- 
ter. . (See Leland's *' Advantage and 
Necessity of Revelation.") 

24. Wherefore, That is, because 
they were unwilling to retain him in 
their knowledge,, and chose to worship 
idols. Here is traced the practical 
tendency of heathenism ; not as an 
innocent and hartnleat system, but as 
resulting in the most gross and shame- 
less acts of depravity. \ God gave 
them up. He abandoned them, or he 
ceased to restrain them, and su£kred 
them to act out their sentiments, and 
to manifest them in their life. This 
does not infply that he exerted any 
pontive influence in inducing them to 
sin, any more than it w'ould if we 
should seek, by argumentand entreaty, 
to les&^dn: a hiMidstrong youth, and 
when neither would prevail, shonld 
leave him to act out his propensities, 
and to go as he chose to ruin. It is 
implied in this, (1.) That the tendency 
of man was to these sins ; (2.) That 
the tendency of idolatry was to pro- 
mote them ; and (3.) That all that was 
needful, in order that men should covf^- 
mit them, was for God to leave him to 
follow the devices and desires of his 
own heart Comp. Ps. Ixxxi. 12.. 2 
These. iL 10. 12. ^ To uncleanneoo. 
To impurity, or moi^ defilement; par- 
ticularly to those impurities which 
he proceeds to specify, ver. 26, ^cc 
^ 'I^ough the Ituto of their own 
hearts. Or, in- consequence of their 
own evil and depraved passions aiid 
desires. He left them to act out, or 
manilbst, their depraved aflections and 
mcUnations. 1 To dishonour. To 
disgrace, ver. 26, 27. 1 Between 
themoelvee. Among themaeives'; or 
mutually. They did it by unlawful 
snd impure connexiona with one 
mother. 

25. Hlio changed the truth of God. 



25 Who changed the truth of 
God ' into a lie» and worshipped 
and served tJie creature more^ 

a Ahum t.4. I or, rathwi 

This is a repetition of the declaration 
in ver. 23, in another form. The 
phrase, ** the truth of God" is a He- 
brew phrap^ meaning the true God, 
In such a case, where two nouns come 
together, one is employed as an adjec* 
tive tp qualify the other. Most com* 
monly Uie latter of two nouns is 
used bA the adjective, but sometimes it 
is the former, as in this case. God is 
called tfie true God%ia opposition to 
idols, which are called fidse gods. 
There is but one real or true God, and 
all othenraie false. % Into a lie. Into 
tdolsy or false gods. Idols are not un- 
frequently called faUehood and &««, 
because they are not true reipresenta- 
tions of God. Jer. ziiL 25. Isa. xxviii. 
15. Jer. X. 14^ Ps. xl. 4. ■ ^ The crea^ 
ture. Created things, as the sun, 
moon, animals, &c. ^ Who ie blessed 
forever. It was not uncommon to add 
a doxology, or ascription of piaise to 
G(td, when his name was mentioned. 
See Rom. ix. 5. 2 Cor. xi. 31. Gal. i. 
5. The Jews also usaally did it In 
this way they preserved veneration for 
the name of God, and accustomed 
themselves to speak of him with reve- 
rence. ''.The Mahometans also bor- 
rowed this custom from the Jews, and 
practise it to a great extent Tholuck 
mentions an Arabic manuscript in the 
library at Berlin which c(mtains an 
account of heresies in respect to Islam 
ism^ and as often as the writer has oc- 
casion to mention tfie name of a new 
heretical sect, he adds, * God be exalted 
above all which they say.' '* (Stuart.) 
^ JimeT^i - This is a Hebrew word de- 
noting strong affirmatipn. So let it 
be. It implies here the solemn assent 
of the writer to what was just said ; or 
his strong wish that what he had said 
might be — that the name of God might 
be est!Bemed and be blessed for ever. 
The mention of the degrading idolatry 
of -the heathens was strongly catcu- 
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than the Creator, who is blessed 
forever. Amen. 

26 For this cause God gave 
them up unto vile ^ affections : 
for^even their women did change 

ai:ph.5.l8. Jade 10. 

lated to imprcM on his mind the'^gupe- 
rior extellency and glorj of th» one 
livtngXvod. It is mentioned tespecting 
the honourable Robert Boyle, that be 
never mentioned the name ' of God 
without a solemn pause, denoting his 
profound reverence. Such a practice 
would tend eminently to prevent an 
unholy familiarity and irrevennce in 
regard to the sacred name of ihe Most 
High. Comp. Ex. zz. 7. 

26. For this caute. On aeeount of 
what had just been specified ; to wife, 
that they did not glorify him as God, 
that they were unthankful, that 'they 
became polytheists and idolaters. In 
the previous verses he had stated their 
•peculafive belief. He now proceeds 
to show its practical influences .on their 
eonduct 1 Vile afectione^. Disgrace- 
ful passions or desires. That is, to 
those which are immediately specified. 
The great object of the apostle here, it 
will be remembered, is to shew the> 
state of the heathen world, and to prove 
that they had need' of some other way 
of justification than the law of nature. 
For Uiis purpose, it was necessary for 
him to enter into a detail of their sins. 
The sins which he proceeds to specify 
are the most indelicate, vile, and de- 
grading which can be charged on man. 
But this is not the &ult of the apostle. 
If they exitted, it was neoessaiy for 
him to charge them on the pagan 
world. His argument would not be 
complete without it The shame is not 
in Reifying" them, but in their ex- 
ietefwes not in the apostle, but in 
those who practised them, and imposed 
on him the^necessity of accusing them 
of these enormous offimees. It may 
be further remarked^ that the mere fact 
of his charging them with these sins 
is strong presumptive proof of th^ 
Heing practised. If they- did »ot«ust, 



the natural use into that which 
is against nature : 

27 And likwise also the men, 
leaving the natural use of the 
women, humed in their lust one 



it would be easy for them to deny it^ 
afld put him to ihe proof of it. No 
man would venture charges like these 
-without evidence ; and the presumption 
is, that these things were known and 
jpracfised without shame. But this is 
not all. There is still abundant proof 
on record in the writings of the heathen 
themselves, that these crimes were 
known^ and extensively praq^ised. 
^ For even their vfbmen, &c Evi- 
dence of the sham^ul and disgraceful 
&et here charged on the women ia 
abundant in the Greek and Roman 
writers. ^ Proof may be' seen, which it 
would not be proper to specify, in the 
lexicons, under the words *r^t0aif, 
oxir/^f and Wm^cvk. See aW Seneca, 
epts. 96. Martiai, epis. i. 90. Thoiuck 
on the State of the heathen World, in 
the Biblical Repository voL ii. Lu- 
cian, Dial; Meretric v. and TertuUian 
de Pallio. 

• 27. ^nd Ukewi$e the men, 6cc. 
The sin which is here specified is that 
which was the shameful sin of Sodom, 
Tind which from that has been- called 
eedomif. It would scarcely be crediUe 
that man had been guilty of a crime so 
base and so de^ading, unless there 
was -ample and full testimony to it 
Perhaps there is no sin which so deep- 
ly shows the depravity of man as this ; 
none which would so much induce one 
**^ to hang his head, and blneh to think 
himself a man." And yet the evidence 
that the apostle did not bring a raiting 
acciuattoH against the heathen world; 
that he did not advance a charge which 
was unfounded, ia too painfully dear. 
It has been indeed a matter of contro- 
versy whether pxdenutry, or the love 
of boys,. among the ancients was not a 
pure and harmless love, but the evi- 
dence is against it (See this discussed 
in Dr. Iieland*s Advantage and Neces 
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toward another ; men with men 
working that which is unseemly, 
and receiving in themselves that 

■^ — - - - — I - - I I 

sity of Revelation, Tot. i 4d — 66.) 
The crime with which the apostle 
charges the Gentilea here was by no 
means confined to the lovfer classes of 
the people. It doubtless pervaded all 
classes, and we have distinct specifica- 
tions of its existence in a great num- 
ber of cases. Even Viigil speaks of 
the attachment of Cory don to Alexis, 
without seeming to feel the necessity 
of a blush for it Maximus Tyrius 
(Diss. 10) says that in the time of 
Socrates, Uiis vice was common among 
the Greeks; and is at pains to vindicate 
Socrates from it as almost a solitary 
exception. Cicero (Toscu). Ques. iv. 
34) says, that " Dicearchus had accused 
Plato of it, and probably not unjustly, ^^ 
He also says (ToscuL Q. iv. 33), that 
the practice was common among the 
Greeks, and that their poets and great 
men, and even their learned men and 
philosophers, not only practised, but 
gloried in it And he adds, that it ^as 
the custom, hot of particular cities 
only, bat of Greece in general. 
(Tuscul. Ques. v^ 20.) Xenophon 
says, that ^ the unnatural love oi boys 
is so common, that in many places it 
is established by the public laWs." He 
particularly alludes to Sparta. (See 
Leland's Advantage ^. i; 56.) Plato 
•ajs that the Cretans practised this 
crime, and justified themselves by the 
example of Jupiter and Ghinymede. 
(Book of Laws, i.) And Aristotle 
says, that among the Cretans there was a 
law encouraging that sort of unnatural 
love. (Arist Politic, b. ,ii. ch. 10.) 
Plutarch says, that this was practised 
at Thebes, and at Elis. He further 
•ays, that Solon, the great lawgiver of 
Athens, <* was not proof against beaUti- 
tifal boys, and had not courage to jce- 
Rst the force of love." (Life of Sobn.) 
Oiogeues Laertius says that this vice 
was practised by tiie stoic Zeno. 
\mong the Romans, to whom Paul 
was writing, this vice "wsa no less com- 
mon. Cicero introduces, without any 
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recompense of their error which 
was meet. 

28 And even as ihey did not 

mark of disapprobation, Cptta, a man 
of the first rank and genius, freely and 
familiarly owning to other Romans of 
the same quality, that this wone thm 
beastly vice was practised by himself, 
and quoting th<e au*.hority of ancient 
philosophers in vindication of it. {De 
Natura Deorum, b. 4. ch; 28.) It ap- 
pears from what Seneca says (epis. 95) 
that in bis time it was practised openly 
at Rome, -and without shame. He 
speaks of flocks, and troops of boys, 
distinguished by their colours and na- 
trons; and says that great care was 
taken to train them np for this detesta- 
ble employment Those who may wish 
to see a further account of the moraUty 
in the pagan world may find it de- 
tailed in Tholuck's *' Nature and moral 
Influence of Heathenism," in the Bib- 
lical Repo^ory, vol. iL, and m Le- 
land's Advantage and Necessity of the 
Christian Revelation. There is not the 
least evidence that this abominable 
vice was confined to Greece and Rome. 
If so common there, if it had .the 
sanction e^en of their {^losophers, it 
may be presumed that it was practised 
elsewhere, and that the sin against na- 
ture W9S a cpmniQB crime throughout 
the heathen world. Navaratle, in his 
aecouht of the empire of China 
(bookiL ch. 6), says that it is extreme- 
ly common among the Chinese. And 
therd is every reason to believe, that 
both in the old worid and the new, this 
abominable crime is still practised. If 
such was the jAate of the pagan worid, 
then surely the argument of the apos- 
tle is weU sustained, that there was 
need of some other plan of salvation 
than was taught by the light of nature. 
5 That -which is unseemly. That wHich 
is sfaamefiil, or disgraceful. 1 ^nd 
receivin^^ in themselves, dec. The 
meaning of tikis doubtledb is, that, the 
efiect of such base and unnatural pas- 
sions was, to enfiseble the body, to pro- 
duce premature old age, disease, de- 
cay, and an eaiiy detth. That this is 
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like ^ to retain God in their 
knowledge, God gave them over 
to ' a reprobate mind, to do those 
things which are not convenient ; 

I 9r, to atknowledgt. 



the effeti of the indulgence of licen- 
tious passions, is amply proved by the 
history of man. The despots who 
practise polygamy, and ke^ harems in 
in the east, are commonly superannu- 
ated at forty years of age; and it is well 
known, even in Christian countries, 
that the effect of licentious indulgence 
is to break down and destroy the con- 
stitution. How much, more might this 
be ecpected to follow the practice of 
the vice specified in the verse under 
examination! God has marked the 
indulgence of licentious passions with 
his frown. Since the time of the Ro- 
mans and the Greeks, as if there had 
not been sufficient restraints before, he 
has originated a new disease, which is 
one of the most loathsome and dis- 
tressing which hils ever afflicted man, 
and which has swept off millions of 
vietims. But the effect on the body 
was not all. It tended to debase the 
mind ; to sink man below the level of 
the brute; to destroy the. sensibility ; 
and to " sear the conscience as with a 
hot iron." The last remnant of reason 
and conscience, it would seem, must be 
extinguished in those who would in- 
dulge in this unnatural and degra^ng 
vice. See Suetonius' Life of Nero, 28. 
28. ^nd even as they did not UkCf 
Ac. This was the true source of their 
crimes. They did not chooet to ac- 
knowledge God. It was not because 
they could not, but because- they were 
displeased with God, and chose to for- 
sake him, and follow their own pas- 
sions and lusts. ^ To retain God, 
&C, To think of him, or to ^erve and 
adore him. This was the Jlrst step in 
their sin. It was nqt that God com-^ 
peUed them 7 or that be did not give 
them knowledge; noF'Cven is it said 
that he arbitrurily abandoned them as 
the first step ; but they forsook Ai m, and 
' a consequence he gave them up to 



29 Being filled with all un< 
righteousness, fornication, wick 
edness, oovetousness, malicious- 
ness ; full of envy, murder, de- 

t or, •'mifiil vciA of iudgmtrnt. 



a reprobate mind. ^ To a reprobtiic 
mind' A mind destitute of judgment. 
In the Greek the same word is used 
here, which, in another form, occurs in 
the previous part of the verse, and which 
is translated " like.'' The apostle meant 
doubtless to letain a reference to that 
in this place. '* As they did not op- 
prove, tiiMtfjLOJTda, or choose to retain 
God, dec. he gave them up to a 
mind disappi'oved, r^*«cftf(/, reprobate," 
oJoKtfAOf, and he means that the state 
of their minds was such that God 
could not approve it. k does not 
mean that they were reprobate by any 
arbitrary decree; but that, as a conse' 
guence of their headstrong passions, 
their determination to forget him, he 
left them to a state of mind which 
wjas evilj and which he could not ap- 
pi^ove. 1 Which are not conve- 
nieni. Which are not fit or proper ; 
which are disgraceful and shameful: 
to wit, those things which he proceeds 
to state in the remainder of the chapter. 
29. Being filled. That is, the 
things which he specifies 'yere com^ 
mon or abounded among them. This 
is a strong phrase, denoting that these 
things were so often practised as that 
it might be said they were full of 
them. We have a phrase like this 
still, when we say of one that he is 
ftiU of mischief, &c ^ Unrighteous^ 
ness, dJtsd^ This is a word denoting 
ir^usHce, or iniquity in generaL The 
particular specifications of the iniquity 
follow. ^ Fornication, llus was. a 
common and almost universal sin 
among the ancients, as it is among the 
modems. The word denotes all ilUcit 
intercourse. That this was a com- 
mon crime among the ancient heathen, 
it would be easy to show, were it pro* 
per, even in relation to their wisest 
and most learned m^n. They who 
wish to ,606 ample evidence of this 
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diarge may find it in Tholuck's 
<* Nature and moral iDfluenee of Hea- 
thenism,*' in the Biblical Repositoiry^ 
ToL ii. p. 441 — 464. 1 Wickedness. 
The word used here denotes a desire 
of injuring others / or, as we should 
express it, malice. It is that depravity 
and obliquity of mind which strives to 
produce injury on others. ( Calvin,) 
^ Covetousness, Avarice, or the de^ 
sire of obtaining that which belongs to 
others. This vice is common in the 
world; but it would be particularly so 
where the other vices enumerated here 
abounded, and men were desirous of 
luxury, and the giatificati<Mti of theit- 
senses. Rome was particularly de- 
sirous of the wealth of other nations, 
and hence its extended wars, and ^ 
various ^vils of rapine and cooquest. 
^ ZdcentiousnesSf uantdt. This word 
denotes-evil in general; rather tbeact 
of doing wrong than the desire which 
was expressed before by the word wick- 
edness. \ Pull of envy, *' Pain, uneasi- 
ness, mortification or discontent, excited 
by another's prosperity, accon^anied 
with some degree of hatred or maligni- 
ty, and often with a desire or an effort to 
depreciate the person, and with pleasure 
in seeing* him depressed." ( Webster.) 
This passion is so common still, that 
it is not necessary to attempt to prove 
that it was common among the an- 
cients. It seems to be natural to the 
homan beart. It is one of. the most 
common manifestations of wickedness, 
and diows clearly the deep de|»avity 
of man.' Benevolence rejoices at 'the 
happineM of others, and seeks to pro- 
mote it. But envy exists almost every 
where, and In ahnost every human 
bosom: 

** All human virtue, to its latest breath, 
Finds envy never conquered but by 
death.'^ Pope. 

1 Mureler. '* The taking . ojf humsoEi 
tife with premeditated malice by -b. per- 
son of a sane mind." This is necessa- 
ly to constitute murder now, but the 
word uaed here denotes all manslaugh- 
ter, or taking human- life, except that 
which occurs' as the punishment of. 
aime. It is scarcely necessary to 



show that this was common among the 
Gentiles. It has prevailed in all commu- 
nities, but it was particularly prevalent 
in Rome. It is necessary only to refer 
the reader to the common events in the 
Roman history of assassinadons, deaths 
by poison, and the destruction of slaves. 
But in a special manner the charge was 
properly alleged against them, on ac- 
count of the inhuman contests of the 
gladiators in the amphitheatres. These 
were common at Rome, and ccfn&tituted 
a favourite amusement with the peo- 
ple. Originally captives, slaves, and 
criminals were trained up for combat ; 
but it afterwards became common for 
even Roman citizens to engage in these 
bloody combats, and Nfero at one show 
exhibited no less than four hundred 
senators aiid six hundred knights as 
gladiators. ' The fondness for this 
bloody spectacle continued tilt the 
reign of Constantino the Qreat; the 
first Christian emperor, by whom they 
were abolish^ about six hundred years 
after the original institution. " Several 
hund,red, perhaps ., several thousand, 
victims were annually slaughtered in 
the great dities of the empire." Gib- 
bon's Decline and Tall, ch. xxx. A. D. 
404. As an instance of what might 
occur in this inhuman spectacle, we 
may refer to what took place on such 
an occasion in the reign of Probua 
(A. D. 281). During his triumph, near 
seven hundred %\d^'a\xxB were reserved 
to shed each other's blood for the 
amusement of the Roman people. But 
« disdaining to shed their blood for the 
amusement of the populace, they killed 
their k^pers, broke from their place of 
confinement, and filled the streets of 
Rome with blood and confusion." 
Gibbon's Decline and Fall, ch. xiL 
With such views and with such spec- 
tacles before them, it is not wonderful' 
that murder was regarded as a matter of 
little consequence, arid hence this 
crime prevailed throt^hout the world. 
1 Debate. Our word debate does not 
commonly imply evil. It denotes com* 
monly discussion for elucidating truths 
or for maintaining a proposition, as the 
debatet in Congress, &c. But the 
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bate, deceit, malignity; whis- 
peren, 
80 Backbiters, haters of God, 



word in the original meant also C9n- 
teMion, strife, altercation, connected 
with anger and heated zeaL Rom. xiii. 
13. 1 Cor. L 11 ; iiL 3. 2 Cor. zu. 20. 
Gal. V. 20. PhU. i, 15. 1 Tim. vL 4. 
Titus iii. 9. This contention and 
strife would, of course, follow from 
malice and ccvetousness, dec ^ De- 
ceit, This denotes fraud, faUehoad, 
dec That this was common is also 
plain. The Cretan* ar^ testified by 
one of the Greek poe^ to have hfsen 
always liars. (Titus. L 12.^ Juvenal 
charges the same thing on the Romans. 
(Sat iii. 41.) *^ What, says hcshould 
I do at Rome 1 . / cann9t Ue,** Inti- 
mating that if he were there, it would 
follow, of course, that he would be ex- 
pected ta be false. The same thing is 
still true. Writers on India tell us 
that the. word -of a Hindoo^ even under 
oath is not to be regarded ; 'and the 
same thing occurs in most pagan coun- 
tries. ^ MaUgnity, This word sig- 
nifies here, not malignity in general, 
but that particular species of it which 
consists 'in misinterpreting the words 
or actions ^ others, or putting the 
worst construction on their conduct. 
1 WMtperers, Those who secretly, 
and in a sly manner, by hints and in- 
nuendoes, detract firom othera, or excite 
suspicion of them. It does not mean 
those who operUy calummate,^hni that 
more dangerous class who give hints 
of evil in others, who a£fect -great 
knowledge, and communicate the evil 
report under an injunction of secrecy, 
knowing that it will be divulged. This 
class of people abounds every whefs, 
and there is scarcely any one' more 
dangerous to the peace or happiness of 
society. 

^0. ' Backlfitere* Those who calum- 
niate, slander, or speak ill of those who 
are absent Whisperers declare secret- 
ly, and with great reserve, the supposed 
&ultB of others. Backbiters proclaim 
them publicly and avowedly, i Mateirt 



despiteful; proud, boasters, in- 
ventors of evil things, disobe- 
dient to parents, 

. , , ■ ., , 1 I. . -■ 

of Godk There is no charge which 
ean be brought against men more se- 
vere than ihia. It is the highest possi- 
ble crime; yet it ia a charge which the 
conduct of men will abundantly justify, 
and the truth of which all those expe- 
rience who are brought to see their 
true eharlbcter. To an awakened sin- 
ner there it often nothing more plain 
and painful than that he is a hater of 
God. His heart rises up against Him, 
and his law, and his plan of saving 
men ; and he deeply.fbeis that nothing 
can subdue this but the mighty power 
of the Holy One. This;', is a charge 
which is not anfrequently brought 
against men -in the Bible. See John 
vti. 7; XV. 18. 24, 25; iiL 19, 20. 
Surely^ if this be the native character 
of man, then it is "far gone from 
original rig^hteousness.'' No Inore 
striking proof of depravity could be 
given ; and in no creed or oonfiession 
of faith is there a more painful and 
humiliating representation given of 
human wickedness, thausin this decla- 
ration of an inspired apostle, that men 
are by nature HATsas qf God. 
1 DeepitefuL Tins word denotes those 
who abuse, or treat with unkindness 
or disdain,^ thaee viho are present, 
Whisperere and backHtere are tboee 
who calumniate .those wha are abeent^ 
1 J*roud, Pride is well understood. 
It is an inordinate self-esteem ; an un- 
reasonable conceit of one's superiorly 
in talents, beauty^ wealth, accomplish- 
ments, &c ( Webeter.) Of the existence 
of this every where, there is abundant 
pcpofl And it was particularly striking 
among the ancients. The sect of the 
Stoic9 wa% distinguished for it, and this 
was the general character of their phi- 
losophers. Men will be proud where 
they suppose none are superior; and 
it is o^y the religion that reveals a 
great and infiniteOod, and &at teache« 
that aU blessings are his gift, and that 
he has given us the station which we 
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31 Without understandings 
covenant-breakers, without ^ na- 



1 or, vnaoeiabU. 



occQjyy, that will produce true humility. 
We may add, that the system of hea- 
thenidm did not disclose tilie wickedness 
of the heart, and that this was a main 
leason why they were elevated in belf- 
esteem. ^ Boaatera. Those who ar- 
rogate to themselves that which they 
do not possess, and glory in it This 
.8 closely connected with pride. A 
man who has an inordinate selj^on^ 
eeit, will not be i^ow to proclaim his 
own merits to those around him< "l In- 
ventora of evii thinga. This doubtless 
lefeFB to their seeking to find out new 
arts or plans to practise evil; new de- 
rices-to gratilTy their lusts and passions ; 
new forms of- luxury, and vice, dsc. 
So intent were they on practising evil, 
w resoWed, to gratify their- pamioiis, 
diat the mind was excited to discover 
aew modes of gratification. In cities 
of luxury and vice, this has always 
been done. Vices change their form, 
men become satiated, and they are 
obliged to resort to some new form. 
The passions cease to be gratified wiUi 
old forms of indulgence, and conse- 
gently men are obliged to resort to 
new devices to punper their appetites, 
and to rekindle their dying passions to 
a flame. This was enunently true of 
andent Rome ; a place where all the 
arts of luxary, all the devices of pas- 
son, all the designs of splendid grati- 
fication, were called forth to excite and 
pamper the evil passions of men. 
Their aptendid entertainments, their 
games, their theatres, their sports — 
cmel and bloody — were little else than 
new and ever-vaiying inventions of 
evil things to grat^ the desires of lust 
and of pride. ^ Diaobedient to- pa- 
renta. This expresses the idea that 
they did not show to parents that 
konoor, respect, and attention which 
was due. This has been a crime of 
paganism in every age; and though 
npong the Romans the duty of honour- 
ing parents was enjoined by the laws, 
yet it is not improbable that the duty 



tural afiection, implacaUe, un* 
merciful : 



was often violated, and that parente 
were treated ^th great neglect aad 
even contempt. " Disobedience to p«f 
rents waa punished It^ the Jewishjlaw 
with death, and! with the Hindoos it is 
attended with the loss of the child's in- 
heritance. . The ancient Gre^ con- 
sidered the Qeglect of it to be extremely 
impious, and attended with the most 
certain effects, of divine vengeance. 
Solon -ordered all persons who refused 
to make due providon for their parents 
to be punidied wilh, in&my, and the 
same penalty was incurred for personal 
violence towards them.'* Kent^s^Gopk- 
mentanes an American Law, voL ii. p. 
207. Comp. Virg. JShiad ix. 283. 
The feelings of pride and haughtiness 
woul4 i8*d to disregard of parents. It 
might also be fok that to provide for 
thenrwhen ^gedsand ii^pn was a bur« 
den ; and h«iOB there would arise dis- 
regard far their wants, and probably 
opMi opponticm to their w^hes, as be- 
ing the demands ai petulance and age. 
It has been one di^iracteristic of hea- 
thenism every where, that it leavefs chil- 
dren' to treat iheir parent with neglect. 
Among the Sandwich islanders it waa 
cusiomairy, wheq a parent war old, in- 
firm, and sick beyond the hope of re- 
covery, for his own children to buiy 
him alive ; and it has been the common 
custom in India for children to l«ave 
their aged parents to parish on th«^ 
banks of the Ganges. 

31. Witkavt underatandinff. In- 
coiisidenite, or foolish. See ver. 21^22. 
1 Covenant breakera. Perfidioua; 
&lse to their contracts. .^ fFithout 
natural afection. This expression 
denotes the vfwai of affectionate regard 
towards their childraa. The attachment 
of parents to children is one of the 
strongest in nature, and nothing can 
overcome it but the most confirmed 
and established wickedness. And yet 
the' apostle charges oa the heathen 
generally .the want of this affection. 
Ue doubtless lefen here to the practict 
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■o common, among heathens of expot- 
ing their children, or putting them to 
death. This crime, so abhorrent to all 
the feeHngs of humanity, was common 
among the heathen, and is still. The 
Ganaanites, we arOv.told (Ps. cvi 37, 
38), *' sacrificed their sons and their 
daughters unto devils, and shed inno- 
cent blood, even the blood of their sons 
and their daughters, whom they sacri- 
ficed unto the idols of Canaan.*' Ma- 
nasseh among the Jews imitated their 
example, and introduced the. Horrid 
custom of sacrificing children to Mo- 
loch, and set the example by offering 
his own. 2 Chron. xxxiii; 6. Among 
the ancient Persians it wtfs a conunon 
custom to bury 'childr«i alive. In most 
of the Grecian states, in&nticide was 
not. merely permitted, but actually en- 
forced by law. The Bpartan lawgiver 
expressly ordained that every child' 
that was bom should be examined by 
the ancient; men of the tribe, and that 
if found weak or deformed, ^ould be 
thrown into a deep cavern at the foot 
of Mount Taygetus* Aristotle, in his 
work on government, enjoins the ex- 
posure^Of children that are naturaUy 
feeble and deformed, in order to pre- 
vent an excess of population. But 
among all the nations of antiquity, the 
Romans were the most unrelenting in 
Aeir .treatment of infimts. Romulus 
obliged Jthe citizens to bring up all 
their male children, and the eldest of 
the females, proof that the others were 
to be destroyed. The Roinan fatiber 
had. an absolute right over the hfe of 
his child, and we have abundant proof 
that .that right was often exercised. 
Romulus expressly authorized the 
destruction of all children that were 
defermed, only requiring the parents 
to exfiibit them to their five nearest 
neighbour, and to obtain their consent 
to their deatti. The law of the> Twelve 
Tables, enacted in the 3(Mst year of 
Rome, sanctioned the same barbarous 
practice. MinudusFelixJthus describes 
the barbarity of the Rpmans in this 
respect: **I see you expoeing your 
infants to wild beasts and birds, or 
strangUng them afjker the most misera- 



ble manner." (ch. xxx.) Pliny the 
elder defends the right of parents to 
destroy their children, upon Uie ground 
of its being necessary in order to pre- 
serve the population within proper 
bounds; Tertullian, in his apology, 
expreines himself boldly pn this sub- 
ject. ** How many of you (addressing 
himself to the Roman people, and to 
the governors of cities and provinces) 
might I deservedly charge within£uit. 
murder ; and not only so, but among 
the different kinds of death, for choos- 
ing some of the cruelest for their own 
. children, such as drowning, or starving 
with cold or hunger, or exposing to the 
mercy of dogs; dying by .the sword 
being too sweet a desAh for children." 
Nor was this practice arrested in the 
Roman government until the time of 
Constantine, the first, Christian prince. 
The Phenicians and' Carthagenians 
were in the habit of sacrificing infants 
to the gods. It may be added that the 
crime Is no iess common among 
modern pagan nations. No less than 
9000 children are exposed in Pekin in 
China, annually. Persons are employ* 
ed by the police to go through the 
city with carts every morning to pick 
up all the children that may have been 
thrown out during the night • The 
bodies are carried to a common pit 
without the walls of the city, into 
which aU> whether dead or living; are 
promiscuously thrown. (Barrow's 
Travels in China, p. 113> Am. ed.) 
Among the Hindoos the practice is 
perhaps still more common. In. the 
provinces of Cutch i^id Guzerat alone 
the number of infantile murders 
amounted, according to the lowest calcu- 
lation in 1807, to 3000 annually ; ac- 
cording to another calculiition, to 
30,000. Females are almost the only 
victimis. (Buchanan's^ Researches in 
Asia, £ng. ed. p. 49. Ward's View 
of the Hindoos.) In Otaheite, pre- 
viously to the conversion of the people 
to Christianity, it. was -estimated that 
at least J-wo'thirda of the children 
were destroyed. (Tumbull's Voyage 
rotmd the World in 1800, 3, 3, and 4.) 
The natives of New South Wales 
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32 Who knowing the judg- 
ment of God, that they which 
commit such things are worthy 

were in the habit of buiying the child 
with its mother, if it afaoiild hi^pen to 
die. (Collins' Account of the Colony 
of New 8o«th Wales, p. 124, 126.) 
Among &e Hottentots, in&oticide is a 
common crime. <<The altars of the 
Mexicans were continually drenched 
in the blood of in&nts.'* In-Peru, no 
lew than two hundred infants were 
ncrifieed on occasion of the eorona- 
tion of the Inca. The authority for 
these melancholy statements may be 
seen in Beck's Medical Jurisprudence, 
ToL L 184—197, ed. 1^23. See also 
Robertson's History of America, p. 221, 
ed. 1821. This is a tpecimen of the 
views and feelings of the heathen 
world; and the painful narrative, 
might be continued to almost any 
length. After 'this statement, it can- 
not sorely be deemed a groundless 
charge when the apostle accused them 
of being destitute of natural, affection. 
Y Implacable, This word properly 
denotes those who will not be recon- 
ciled where there is a quarrel ; or who 
pursue the of&nder with unyielding 
revenge. It denotes ;an unforgiving 
temper ; and ^ was doubtless common 
among the ancients, as it is among all 
heathen people. The aborigines of this 
country have given the most striking 
maniiSestation of this that the. world 
has known. It is well known that 
among them, neither time nor distance 
will obliterate the memory of an o^ 
fence ; find that the avenger will.pur8ue 
the ofiender over hills and streams, 
and through heat or snow^ happy if 
he may at last, though at the expira*^ 
tion of years, buiy the tomahawk, in 
the head of his victim, tho.ugh it n^ay 
be at the expense of his own life. See 
Robertson's America, book iv. § Ixxiii. 
— IxxxL 1 UnmercifuL Destitute 
of compasston,. As a proof of this, 
we may remark that no provbions for 
the poor or the infirm were made 
ainong the heathen. Th^ sick and 



of death, not only do the same, 
but * have pleasure in them that 
do them. 
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the infirm were cast out, and doomed 
to depend on the stinted diarity of in* 
dividuals. Pme religion, only, opens 
the heart to the appeals of want ; and 
nothing but Christianity has yet ex*> 
panded the hearts of men to make 
public provisions for the poor, the 
ignorant, and the afflicted. 

32. Who . knoyfiiig. That the Gen- 
tUes had a moral seme, or were capable 
of knowing the will of God in thii 
^g»se, is clee^ from dti^ ii. 14, 15.^- The 
means which they had of arriving at 
the .knowledge of God wore, their own 
reason, . their conscience, and an ob- 
servation of the effects of deprftvity. 
T The judgment of God. The word 
judgment her^ denotes the dedaied 
sentiment of God that such things de- 
served death. It does, not mean his 
injtictiong, or his statutes oi* precepts ? 
but it means that God " thought oi 
judged that they which did jBuch 
things ought to die. As they were 
aware of this, it showed their guilt in 
still persevering in the fiice of his 
judgments, and his solemn purpose to 
infiict punishmeut . ^ Were tsorthy 
of death. The word d^ath m the 
Scripture is often used to -denote 
punishment. But it does not mean 
here that these deserved cajntal punish- 
ment from the civil, magistrate, but 
that they knew they were eviU and 
ofiensive to God, and deserving of 
punishment from his hand. See John 
.viii.&l. Rom. V. 12 — 19. ^.Have pleo" 
jure, &c They (delight in those who 
commit sin; and hence encourage 
then^ in it,- and excite them to it This 
was a grievous aggravation of the- 
ofEdxidd, It greatly heightens guih 
when W9 excite others to do it, and 
seduce them from the. way's of inno- 
cence* . That this was the case, with 
the heathen there can be no doubt 
Men do. pot commit sin often alone. 
They need the countenance of othera 
They <* join han4 in hand,*' and be 
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come confederate in iniquity. M 
social 8in» areof this class; ^nd most 
of those which the apostle mentioned 
were sins of. this character. 

If this revolting and melancholy 
picture of the pagan world was a thie 
representation, then it was clear Uiat 
there was need <^ some otherplan of 
reUgioQ. And that ^ it was true hat 
abeady in part been seen. In -the 
conclusion .of this diapter we. may 
make a few additional observations. 

1. The charges which the apostle 
makes here were evidently those which 
were well known. He does not even 
appeal to their writings, as he does on 
some other occasions, for. proof. Comp. 
Titus i. 12. So well known were 
they, that there was no need of proof. 
A writer would not jadvanoe charges in 
this manner unless, he was confident 
that they were well-founded, and could 
not be denied. 

2. They are abundantly sustained 
by the heathen writers themselves. 
Thit we have ia part seen, in addi- 
tion we may adduce the, testimony of 
two Roman writers respecting the state 
of things at Rome in the time of 
the apostle. Livy says of the age ^of 
Auguitu8,"in some respecta the bright- 
est period ai the Roman.', history, 
"Rome has increased by her virtues 
until now, "whep, -me can neither dear 
our vices hpt their remetfyJ^ Preface 
to- his History. Seneca, one of the 
purest moralists of Rome; who died 
A. D. 66, my^ of his own time, "All 
is full i>f criminality and vice; indeed 
much more of these is committed than 
urn be remedied by force. A monstrous 
M>ntest of. abaiidehcBd wickedness is 
jarried on^ The Just of sin increases 
Jaily ; ^and shame is .daily move and 
more, extmguished. Discaniing respect 
for all that is good and saoed, lust 
lashes on wherever it will. Vice no 
Wnger hides itself! ft stalks forth be- 
fore all eyes. So public has abandoned 
wickedness beoome, and so openly, 
does it flame up in the minds of all, 
that innocence is no longer seldom, 
but has wholly ceased to exist/' -Seneca 
\e Ira, iL 8. Further authorities of 



this kind couid be easily given, but 
these will show that the apostle Paul did 
not speak at random when he charged 
them with these enormous crimei3. 

3. If this was the staite oi things, 
then it was clear that there was Aeed 
of another plan o^ saving men. It 
will be remembeied . that, in these 
charges, the apostle speaks of die moat 
enlightsned and refined nations of an- 
tiquity ; and especially that he ^>eaks 
of the Romans at the very height of 
their power, intelligence, and splen- 
dour» The experimeBt whether man 
could save himself by his own works» 
had been fiurly made. After all that 
their greatest phiiosopherfi could do, 
this was the result, and it is <:lev that 
there was need of some better plan 
than this. More pro6>und and labori- 
ous philosophers than had arisen, the 
pagan world could . not hope to see ; 
more refinement and civilization than 
then existed, the world could not ex- 
pect to behold under heathenism. At 
thir time, when the experiment had 
been made for four thousand years, and 
when theinefficatrf of dl human means, 
even under the most favourable drcum- 
stanpes, to leform liiarskind, bad been 
tried, the gospel was preached to men. 
It disclosed another ^\isn.\ and ite ef- 
fects were seen at coce throughout the 
most abandoned states- and cities of the- 
ancinit world. 

4. If this was the state of things in 
the ancient heathen world, the same 
may be ■ expected tt be die state of 
heathenism still. And it is so. The 
account given here of ancient heathens 
would apply substantially still to the 
ppiganworldr The same thmgs have 
been again and again witnessed in 
China, and Kindoostan, and Africa, 
tbe Suidwich Islands, and in aboriginal 
America. It would be ea^^^to multiply 
proofii almost without end of this ; and 
to this day the heathen worid is ex* 
hibiting substantially the- same charao 
teiistics that it was in the time of PauU 

5. Th^re was need of some better 
religion than the pagan. Afker all tnat 
infidels and deists have said of ^ the 
sufficiency of natural religion, yet hen 
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CHAPTER n. 
'pHEREFORE thou art inex- 
cusable, O man, whosoever 
thou art that judgest : for • 

g aSam.12.6,7. 

is the sad result. This shows what 
man can do, and these &cts will demo' i- 
Btrate for ever that there was need of 
some other religion than that famished 
by the light of nature. 

6. The account la this chapter 
shows the propriety of missionary ex- 
ertions. So Paul judged ; and so we 
shoald judge still. If tfUa be the state 
of the world, and if Christianity, as all 
Christians believe, contains the remedy 
for all these evils, then it is. wisdom 
and benevolence to send it to them. 
And it is not -wUdom ox benevolence 
to withhold it from them. Believing 
as they do, Christians are bound to 
send the gospel to the heathen world. 
It is on this principle that modern mis- 
sions to the heathen are established ; 
and if the toils of the apostles were de- 
manded to spread the gospel, then are 
the labours of Christians now. If it was 
right, and wise, and proper for them to 
go to other lands to proclaim " the un- 
searchable riches of Christ," then it is 
equally proper and wise to do it now. 
If there was danger that the heathen 
nrorkl then would perish without the 
gospel, there is equal danger that the 
heathen world will perish now. , 

7. If it should be said that many o( 
these things are practised now in na- 
tions which are called Christian, and 
that, therefore, the charge of the apo^ 
tie that this was the effect of heathen- 
ism could not be well-founded, we may 
reply, (1.) That this is true, too true. 
But this very fact shows the deep and 
dreadful depravity of human nature. 
If such things exjat in lands that have 
a reveiaiion,yihB,X must have been the 
state of those countries that had none 
of its restraints and influences t But, 
(8.) Th^dO things do uQt exist where 
leUgiao ei(;erta its influence. The^ ue 
^it in the bosom of the Chnstian 
^urch« They are not practised by 
ChnativWi And the effect of the 

E 



wherein thou judgest another, 
thou condemnest thyself; for 
thou that judgest, doest the samf^ 
things. 

Christian religion^ so far as it has in- 
fluence, is to call off men from such 
vices, and to make them holy and pure 
in their life. Let religion exert its fuU 
influence on any nominally Christian 
nation, and these things would cease. 
Let it send its influence into other 
lands, and the world, the now polluted 
world, would become pure before God. 
CHAPTER II. 
1. Therefore, ^o. The force of 
this word here has been the subject of 
much discussion. The design of this 
and the following chapter is to show 
that the Jews were no less guilty than 
the Gentiles, and that they needed the 
benefit of the same salvation. This 
the apostle does by showing that they 
had greater Ught than the Gentiles , 
and yet that they did the same things. 
Still they were in the habit of accusing' 
and condemcing the Gentiles as wicked 
and abandoned; while they excused 
themselves on the ground that they 
possessed the la-w and orac/e« of God, 
and were his favourite people. The 
apostle heie affirms that they were in- 
excusable in their sins, that they must 
be condemned in the sight of God, on 
the same ground on which they con- 
demned the Gentiles ; to wit, that they 
had light and yet committed wicked- 
ness. If the Gentiles were without 
excuse (oh. L 20) in their sins, much 
more would the Jew, who condemned 
them, be without excuse on the same 
ground. The word therefore, I sup- 
pose, refers not to any parUcu|ar word 
in the previous chapter, or to any par- 
ticular verse, but to the general con- 
ttderations which were suggested by a 
view of the whole case. And its 
sense might be thus expressed. * Since 
you Jews condemn the Gentiles for their 
sins, on the ground that they have the 
means of knowing their duty, thses* 
FORK, you who are far more favoured 
than they, are entirely without an. e\- 
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cuse for the same things.' 5 Thou art 
inexcusable. This does not mean 
that they were inexcusable for ^ud[^'n^ 
others; but that they bad no excuse 
for their sins before God ; or that they 
were under condemnation for their 
crimes, and needed the benefits of 
another plan of justification. As the 
Gentiles whom they judged were con- 
demnedf and were without excuse (i. 
20), so were the Jeros who condemned 
them without excuse on the same prin- 
ciple; and in a still greater degree. 
% O man* This address is general to 
any man who should do this. But it 
is plain, from the connexion, that he 
means especially the Jews. The use 
of this wore? is an instance of the apos- 
tle's skill in argument. If he had 
openly named the Jews here, it would 
have been likelj to have excited oppo- 
sition from them. He therefore ap- 
proaches the subject gradually, affirms 
it of man in general, and then makes 
a particular application to the Jews. 
This he does not do, however, until he 
has advanced so far in the general 
principles of his argument that it 
would be impossible for them to evade 
his conclusions ; and then he does it 
in the most tender, and kind, as well 
as convincing manner, ver. 17, &c. 
5 Whosoever thou aTt that judgest. 
The word judgest («^iW) here is used 
m the sense of condemning. It is not 
a word of equal strength with that 
which is rendered " condemnest** («stT*- 
xgiViic). It implies, however, that they 
were accustomed to express themselves 
freely and severely of the character and 
doom of the Gentiles. And from the 
New Testament, as well as from their 
own writings, there can be no doubt 
that such was the fact ; that they re- 
garded fbe entire gentile world with 
abhorrence, considered them as shut 
out from the favour of God, and ap- 
plied to them terms expressive of the 
utmost contempt. Comp. Matt xv. 27. 
5 For -wherein. For in the same thing. 
This implies that substantially the 
lame crimei^ which were committed 
iiong the heathen were also Qommit- 
amonir the Jews. ^ Thou Judgest 



another. The meaning of this clearly 
is, ' for the same thing for which you 
condemn the heathen, you condemn 
yourseWea' 5 Thou that judgest. 
You Jews who condemn other nations. 
5 JDoest the same thitigs. It is clearly 
implied here, that they were guilty of 
ofifences sindlar to those practised by 
the Gentiles. It would not be a just 
principle of interpretation to press this 
declaration as implying that precisely 
the same offences, and to the same ex^ 
tent, were chargeable on them. Thus 
they were not guilty, in the time of the 
apostle, of idolatry ; but of the other 
crimes enumerated in the first chapter, 
the Jews might be guilty. The cha- 
racter of the nation, t» given in the 
New Testament, is that they were " an 
evil and adulterous generation" (Matt, 
xii. 39. Comp. John viii. 7) ; that they 
were a " generation of vipers" (Matt, 
iii. 7 ; xii. 34) ; that they were wick- 
ed (Matt. xii. 45) ; that they were sin- 
ful (Mark viii. 38 'i ; that they were 
proud, haughty, hypocritical, &c. 
(Matt, xxiii.) If such was the cha- 
racter of the Jewish nation in general, 
there is no improbability in suf^osing 
that they practised most of the crimes 
specified in ch. i. On this verse we 
may remark, (1.) That men are prone 
to be severe judges of others. (2.) 
This is often, pertiaps commonly, done 
when the accusers themselves are 
guilty of the same ofibnces. It often 
happens, too, that men are remarkably 
zealous in opposing those ofiences which 
they themselves secretly practise. A 
remarkable instance of this occurs in 
John viii. 1, &c. Thus David readily 
condemned the supposed act of injus- 
tice mentioned by Nathan. 2 Sam. xiL 
1 —6. Thus also kings and emperors 
have enacted severe laws against the 
very crimes which they have constantly 
committed themselves. Nero executed 
the laws of the Roman empire against 
the very crimes which he was con- 
stantly committing; and it was a com- 
mon practice for Roman masters to 
commit ofiences which they punished 
with death in their slaves. (See in- 
stinces in Grotius en thu* place ^ 
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2 But we are sure that the 
judgment of God is according to 
truth, against them which com- 

(3.) Remarkable zeal against sin may be 
BO proof of innocence. Comp. Matt. vii. 
3. The zeal of penecutors, and often 
of pretended reformers, may be far 
from proof that ihey are free from the 
very offisnces which they are condemn- 
ing in others. It may all be the work 
of the hypocrite to conceal some base 
design; or of the man who seeks to 
show bis hostility to one kind of sin, 
in order to be a salvo to his conscience 
for committing some other. (4.) The 
heart is deceitfuL When we judge 
others we should make it a rule to ex- 
amine ourselves on thai very point. 
Such an examination might greatly 
mtigate the eeverity of our judgment $ 
or might tarn the whole of oar indig- 
nation against ourselves. 

2. But -vfe are ture, Ghreek, ** We 
know." That is, it is the common 
tnd admitted sentiment of mankind. 
It is known and believed by men gene- 
laliy that God will punishauch crimes. 
It is impUed in this declaration that 
this was known to the Jews, and it 
was particularly to the purpose of the 
apostle so to express himself as to in^ 
dude the Jews. They knew it be- 
cause it was every where taught in the 
Old Testament, aind it was the acknow- 
ledged doctrine of the nation. The 
design of the apostle here, says Calvin, 
ii to take away the subterfuges of the 
hypocrite, lest he should pride himself 
if be obtained the praise of men, for a 
fir more important trial awaited him at 
the bar of God. Outwardly he might 
appear well to men ; but Ctod searched 
tbe heart, and saw die secret as well as 
the open deeds of men, and they who 
pnctued oecretly what they condemn- 
ed openly, could not expect to escape 
the righteous judgment of God. God, 
without respect of persons, would pu- 
nish wickedness, whether it was open^ 
as among the Gei ' i'as, or whether it 
WIS concealed und^i the guise of great 
regard for religion, af among the Jews. 
1 The judgment of God. That God 



mit such things. 

3 And thinkest thou this, O 
man, that judgedt them which da 

condemns it, and will punish it He 
regards those who do these things as 
guilty, and will treat them accordingly 
1 According to truth. This, expres- 
sion is capable of two meanings. The 
Hebrews sometimes use it to denote 
truly or certainly, God will certain' 
ly judge and punish such deeds. 
Another meaning, which is probably 
the correct one here, is that God will 
judge those who are guilty of such 
things, not according to appearaijLcef 
but in integrity, and with righteoue^ 
neee. He will judge men according to 
the real nature of their conduct ; and 
not as their conduct may appear unto 
men. The secret, as well as the open 
sinner therefore ; the hypocrite, as well 
as the abandoned profligate ; must ex- 
pect to be judged according to their 
true character. This meaning com- 
ports with the desisn of the apostle, 
which is to show that the Jero^ who 
eecretly and hypocritically did the 
very tlungs which he condemned in the 
Gentile, could not escape the righteous 
judgipent of God. ^ Againtt him. 
That is, against every mauj no matter 
of what age or nation. \ JVhich com^ 
mit iuch thing; The crimes enume- 
rated in ch. L ^ The apostle is not to 
be understood as affirming that each 
and every individual among the Jews 
was guilty of the specific crimes charged 
on the heathen, but that they were ao 
a people inclined to the same things. 
Even where they might be externally 
moral, they might be. guilty of cherish- 
ing evil desires in their hearts, and thus 
be guilty of the offence. Matt. v. 28. 
When men deeire to do evil, and are 
prevented by the providence of God, it 
is right to punish them for dieirevil 
intentions. The fact that God prevents 
them from carrying their evil purposes 
into execution does not constitute a 
difference between their real character 
and the character of those who are 
suffered Uyaet out their wicked designs. 
3. ^nd thinkest thou, 6te. This is 



52 



ROMANS. 



[A. O. 60. 



Buch things, and doest the same, 
that thou shalt escape the judg- 
ment of God ! 



an appeal to their common sense, to 
their deep and instinctive conviction of 
what was right. If they condemned 
those who practised these things; if, 
imperfect and obacura as their sense 
of justice was; if, unholy as they 
were, they yet condemned those who 
Were guilty of these offences, would 
not a holy and just God be &r more 
likely to pronounce judgment ? And 
oould they escape who had themselves 
delivered a similar sentence ? God is 
of " purer eyes than to behold evil, and 
cannot look upon iniquity.** (Ilab. ik 
13.) And if men condemned iheir 
fellow men, h9vt much more would a 
pure and holy God condemn iniquity. 
This appeal is evidently directed 
against the Jew. It was doubtless a 
prevalent sentiment amcmg them, that 
provided they adhered to the rites cf 
their religion, and observed the cere- 
monial law, God would not judge 
them with the same severity as he 
would the abandoned and idolatrous 
Gentiles. Comp. Matt iii. 9. John viii. 
33. The apostle shows ihem that 
crime is crime, wherever commkted ; 
that sin does not lose its essential cha- 
racter by being committed in the midst 
of religious privileges; and that those 
who professed to be the people of God 
have no peculiar Ucetiie to sin. Anti- 
nomians in all ages, like the Jews, have 
supposed that they, being the friends of 
God, have a right to do many things 
which would not be proper in others; 
that what -would he sin in others, they 
may comnut with impunity ; and that 
God will not be strict to mark the 
offences of his people. Against all 
this Paul is directly opposed, and the 
Bible uniformly toadies that the most 
aggravated sins among men are those 
committed by the professed • people of 
God. Comp. Isa. i. 11^17; Ixv. 3—6. 
Rev. iii. 16. 

4. Ordnpieest. Thisword properly 
tns to eontemUf or to~ treat with 



4 Or despisest thou the riches * 
of his goodness and forbearance * 
and long-suffering, * not know« 

fl 6.9.28. &lM.a0.18. cJohniJL 

neglect It does not mean here that 
they profeteedly treated God's good- 
ness with neglect or contempt; bat 
that they perverted and abused it; 
they did not make a proper use of it ; 
they did not regard it as fitted to lead 
them to repentance ; but they derived 
a practical impression, that because 
God had not come forth in judgment 
and cut them oS, but had continued to 
follow them with UesaiDgs, that there* 
fire he did not regard them as sinner*^ 
or they inferred that ih^ were inno- 
cent and safe. This argument ^ the 
Jewj were accustomed to use (comp. 
Luke ziii. 1 — 5. John ix. S); and 
thus sinners still continue ^to abuse 
the goodness and mercy of God. 
1 The riches of his goodness. This 
is a Hebrew mode of speaking, for 
" his rich goodness," L e. for his abun^ 
dant or great goodnesa* Riches de- 
note superflu)!^, or that which abound*^ 
ot which exceeds a man's present 
wants; and hence the word in the 
New Testament is used to denote 
abundances or that which is very great 
and valuable. See Note, ch. ix. 23. 
Comp. ch. xL 12. 33. 2 Cor. viiL ft. 
Epk i. 7. 18; iii 8. 16. Col. L 27. 
Eph. ii. 4. The word is used here to 
qualify each of the words which fol- 
low it, his rich goodness, and forbear- 
ance, and long suffering. ^ Crootim 
ness. Kindness, benignity. 5 ^r^ 
bearance, dro;^sc. Literally his hoU^ 
ing4n or restraining his indignation ^ 
or forbearing to manifest his displea^ 
sure against sin. 1 Lung^uffering, 
This word denotes his slowness to 
anger ; or his suffering them to com- 
mit sins hng without punishing them. 
It does not differ essentially from for- 
bearance, lliis is shown by hb not 
coming forth, at the moment that sin ia 
.committed, to punish it H^ m^^ht do 
it justly, but he spares men from day 
to day, and year to year, to give them 
opportunity to repent, and be saved. 
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The way in which men despite or 
aivee the goodness of God is to infer 
that He does not intend to punish sin ; 
that they may do it safely ; and instead 
of turning from it, to go on in com- 
mitting it more ccmstantly^ as if 
they were safe. ''Because sentence 
igaiiist an evil work is not executed 
speedily, therefore the heart of the 
ions of men is fully set in them to do 
eviL** Eoel. viii. 11. The same thing 
was true in the time of Peter. 2 Pet 
iii. 3, 4. And the same thing u true 
of wicked men in every age; nor is 
there a more ^ecisiye proof of the 
wickedness of the human heart, than 
diis dispoeition to abuse the goodness 
of God, and because he shows kind- 
ness and forbearance, to take occasion 
to plunge deeper into sin, to forget his 
mercy, and to provoke him lo anger. 
^ Not kno-wing. Not coneiderinff. 
The word used here, d^voC>, means 
not merely to be ignttrant of but it 
denotes such a degree of inattention as 
to result in ignorance. Comp. Hosea ii. 
8. In this sense it denotes a voluntary ^ 
and therefore a criminal ignorance. 
1 Leadeth thee, dec. Or the tendency, 
dw design of the goodness of Grod is 
to induce men to repent of their sins, 
ind not to lead them to deeper and 
more aggravated iniquity. The same 
sentiment is expressed in 2 Pet. iii. 9, 
** The Lord is long-sufiering to us- 
ward, not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to re- 
pentance." See also Isa. XXx. 18, " And 
therefore will the Lord wait, that he 
may be gracious unto you." Hosea v. 
16. Bzek. xviiL 23. 32. ^ Repent- 
unce. Change of mind, and purpose, 
and life. The word here evidently 
means, not merely sorrow, but a forsak- 
ing of sin, and turning from it. The ten- 
dency of GTod's goodness and forbear- 
ance to lead men to repentance, is naani* 
fest in the following ways. ( 1.) It shows 
the ffv»7 of transgression when it is seen 
to be committed against so kind and 
merciful a Being. (2.) It is fitted to melt 
and soften the heart Judgments often 
harden the sinner's heart, and make him 
obstinafte. But if while he does evil 
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God is as constantly doiiig him good ; 
if the patience of God is seen from 
year to year, while the man is rebel- 
lious, it is adapted to meh and sub- 
due the heart (3.) The great mercy 
of God in this often appears to men to 
be overwhelming ; and so it would to 
all, if they, saw it as it is. God bean 
with men from childhood to youth; 
from youth to manhood; from man* 
hood to old age ; often while they vio- 
late every law, contemn his mercy, 
profiine his name, and disgrace their 
species ; and still, notwithstanding all 
^is, his anger is turned away, and the 
sinner lives, and " riots in the benefi- 
cence of God.'' If there b any thing 
that can affisct the heart of man, it is 
this ; and when he is brought to see it, 
and contemplate it, it rushes over the 
soul and overwhelms it with bitter sor- 
row. (4.) The mercy and forbearance 
of God are constant The manifest- 
ations of his goodness come in eveiy 
form; in the sun, and light, and air; 
in the rain, the stream, the dew-drop ; 
in food, and raiment, and home; in 
friends, and liberty, and protection ; in 
health and peace; and in the gospel 
of Christ, and the ofifers of life ; and 
in all these ways God is appealing to 
his creatures each moment, and setting 
before them the evils of ingratitude, 
and beseeching them to turn and live. 
And from this passage, we caimot 
but remark, (1.) That the most effects 
ual preaching is that which sets before 
men most of the goodness of God. 
(2.) Every man is under obligation to 
fortake his sins, and turn to God. 
There is no man who has not seen re- 
peated proofs of his mercy and love. (3.) 
Sin is a stnbbom and an amazing evil. 
Where it can resist all the appeals of 
God's mercy ; where the sinner can 
make his way down to hell through all 
the proofr of God*s goodness; where 
he can refuse to hear God speaking to 
him each day, and each hour, it shows 
an amazing extent of depravity to re- 
sist air this, and still remain a sinner. 
Yet there ate thousands and millions 
who do it.; and who can be won by no 
exhibition of love or mere? to fo'^sake 
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ing that the goodness of God 
leadeth • thee to repentance ? 

5 But, after thy hardness and 
impenitent heart, treasurest * up 



their nos, and tarn to God. Happy is 
the man who is melted into contrition 
by the goodness of God, and who sees 
and mourns over the evil of sinning 
against so good a Being as is the Crea- 
tor and Parent of all. 

5. But after thy hardnesB. The 
word " after ' herd (»aiTd) means m 
respect to^ or you act according to the 
direct tendency of a hard heart in 
treasuring up wrath. The word hard- 
ncM is used to denote inseneibiiity of 
mind. It {)roperly meanss that which 
is insensible to the touchy or on which 
no impretnon is made by contact, as a 
stone, dec. Hence it b applied to the 
mindy to denote a state where no mo- 
tives make an impression; which is 
insensible to all the appeals made to 
it See Matt zxv. 24 ; zix. 8. Acts 
six. 9. And here it expresses a state 
of mind wher^ the goodness and for- 
bearance of God have no effect The 
man still remains obduratCj to use a 
word which has precisely the meaning 
of the Greek in this place. It is im- 
plied in this expression that the direct 
tendency^ or the inevitable residty of 
that state of mind was to treasure up 
wrath, &c. ^ Impefutent heart, A 
heart which is not affected with sor- 
row for sin, in view of the mercy and 
goodness of God. This is an expla- 
nation of what he meant by hardness. 
5 TYeasurest up. To treasure up, 6r 
to lay up treasurCf commonly denotes 
a laying by in a place of security of 
property that may be of use to us at 
some ^ture period. In this place it 
is used, however, in a more general 
sense, *o accumulate, to increase. It 
still has the idea of hoardings up, car- 
lies the thought beautifully and im- 
pressively onward to future times. 
Wratfi^ like wealth treasured up, is 
not exhausted at present, and hence 
'»> sinner becomes bolder in sic. But 
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unto thyself wrath, against the 
day of wrath, and * revelation 
of the righteous judgment of 
God; 
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it exists, /or jfu/ure use ; it is kept in 
store (comp. 2 Peter iii. 7) against 
future times; and the man who com* 
mits sin is only increasing iSais by 
every act of transgression. The same 
sentiment is taught in a most solemn 
manner in Deut xxxii. 3^4, 3.5. — It 
may be remarked here, that most men 
have an immense treasure of this 
kind in store, which eternal ages of 
pain will not exhaust or diminish! 
Stores of wrath are thus reserved for 
a guilty world, and iu due time it 
''will come upon man to the utter- 
most," I These, ii. 16. ^ UTito thy^ 
self. For thyself, and not for another ; 
to be exhausted on thee, and not on 
your fellow man. This is the case 
with every sinner, as really and as 
certainly as though he were the only 
solitary mortal in existence. ^ Wrath 
Note ch. i. 18. 1 Day of wrath. 
The day when God shall show or exe> 
cute his. wrath against sinners. Comp. 
Rev. vi. 17. 1 Thess. i. 10. John iii. 
36. Eph. V. 6. ^ Jlnd revelation. 
Or the day when the righteous judg- 
ment of God will be revealed, or 
made known. Here we learn, (1.) 
That the punishment of the wicked 
will be just. It will not be a judg- 
ment of caprice or tyranny, but 
a righteous iudgment ; that is, such, 
a judgment as it will be right to 
render, or as ought to be tendered, and 
THBAXFOAB sudi as God vnll render, 
for he will do right H Thess. i. 6. (2.) 
The punishment of the wicked is 
future. It is not exhausted in this 
life. It is treasured up for a future 
day, and that day is a day of wrath. 
How contrary to this text are the pre- 
tences of those who maintain that all 
punishment is executed in this life. 
(3.) How foolish as well as wicked is 
it to lay up such a treasure for the 
Aiture; to have the only inheritance in 
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6 Who • will render to every 
man according to his deeds : 

• FraT.84.UL liatt.16.87. BmrM.ll. 



the eternal world, an inheiitance of 
vrath and ivo ! 

6. Who -mil render. That is, who 
will make retribution as a righteous 
Judge ; or who will give to every man 
as he deserves. 1 To every man. To 
each one. This is a general principle, 
•nd it is clear that in this respect God 
would deal with the Jew as he does 
with the Gendle. This general prin- 
ciple the apostle is establishing, that he 
may bring it to bear on the Jerw^ and to 
diow that fie cannot escape nmply be- 
cause he i» a Jew. \ According to 
his deeds. That \a, as he desef'ves ; 
or God will be just^ and will treat 
every man as he ought to be treated, 
or according to his character. The 
word deeds (ji0^) is sometimes applied 
to the external conduct. But it is 
plain that this is not^ its meaning here, 
h denotes eveiy thing connected with 
conduct, including the acts of the 
mind, the motives, the principles, as 
well as the mere external act Our 
word character more aptly expresses 
it than any single word. It is not true 
that God will treat men according to 
their external conduct ; but the whole 
language of the Bible implies that he 
will judge men according to the vhole 
of their conduct, including their 
thoughts, and principles, and motives ; 
L e. as they deserve. The doctrine of 
this place is elsewhere abundantly 
taught in the Bible. Prov. xxiv. 12. 
Matt»xvi« 27. Rev. xx. 12. Jer. xxxii. 
19. It is to be observed here that the 
apostle does not say that men will be 
rewarded for their deeds (comp. Luke 
zvii. 10), but according to (xatra) their 
deeds. Christians will be saved on ac* 
count of the merits of the Lord Jesus 
Christ (Titus iii. 5), but still the re- 
wards of heaven will be according to 
their works; that is, they who have 
laboured most, and been most faithful, 
■hall receive the highest; reward, or 
their fidelity in their Master's service 
ihsU be tlie measure or rule according 



7 To them, who, by patient 
continuance in well doing, seek 

to which the rewards of heaven shall 
be distributed. Matt xxv. 14 — 29. 
Thus the ground or reason -ahy they 
are saved shall be the merits of the 
Lord Jesus. The measure of their 
happiness shall be accofding to theii 
character and deeds. On what prin- 
ciple God will distribute his rewards 
the apostle proceeds immediately to 
state. 

7. To them. Whoever they may 
be. 5 Patient continuance. Who 
by perseverance in well d(Hng, or in a 
good work. It means that they who 
so continue, or persevere in good 
works as to evince that they are dis- 
posed to obey the law of God. It does 
not mean those who perform one nn- 
gle act, but those who so live as to 
show that this is their character to 
obey God. It is the uniform doctrine 
of the Bible that none will be saved 
but those who persevere in a life of 
holiness. Rev. ii. 10. Matt x. 22. 
Heb. X. 38, 39. No other conduct 
gives evidence of piety but that which 
continues in the ways of righteousness. 
Nor has God ever promised eternal life 
to men unless they so persevere in a 
life of holiness as to show that this is 
their character, their settled and firm 
rule of action. The words veil doing 
here denote such conduct as shall be 
conformed to the law of God ; not 
merely external conduct, but that 
which proceeds from a heart attached 
to God and his cause. 1 Seek for. 
This .word properly denotes the act of 
endeavouring to find any thing that is 
lost Matt, xviii. 12. Luke ii. 48, 49. 
But it also denotes the act when one 
earnestly strives, or desires to obtain 
any thing; when he puts forth his 
efibrts to accomplish it. Thus, Matt 
vi. 33, '* Seek ye first th^ kingdom of 
God;' &c. Acts xvi. 10. 1 Cor.x. 24. 
Luke xiiL 24. In this place it denotes 
an earnest and intense desire to obtain 
eternal life. It does not mean simply 
the desire of a sinner to be happy, or 



5a 



for glory and honour and immor- 
tality, eternal life: 



the efforts of those who are not -adlUng 
to forsake their sins and yield to God, 
but the intense effort of those who are 
willing to forsake all their crimes, and 
submit to God and obey his laws. 
Y Glo.r, and honour and immoftaUty, 
The three words used here, denote 
the happiness of the heavenly world. 
They vary somewhat in their meaning, 
and are each descriptive of something' 
in heaven, that renders it an object of 
intense desire. The expressions are 
cumulative, or they are designed to 
express the happiness of heaven in 
the highest possible degree. The 
WQrd fflory W^stt') denotes properly 
praite, celebrity^ or any thing distinr 
guished for beauty, pmainent, ma- 
jesty, splendour, &s of the sun, &c. ; 
and Uien it is used to denote the highest 
happiness or felicity, as expressing 
every thing that shall be splendid, rich, 
and grand. It denotes that there wilj 
be att absence of every thing meaiij 
v^oveUing, obscure. The word honour 
Qrt/uMi) implies rather the idea of re- 
•wdrdf of just retribution — ^Che honour 
and rewaid which shall be conferred in 
heaven on the friends of God. It 
stands opposed to contempt, pover- 
ty, and want among men. Here 
they ar6 despwed by men ; there, they 
shall be horumred by God. \ /mmor' 
taUfy, That which is not corruptible, 
or silbjeot to decay. It is applied to 
heaven as a state where there shall be 
no decay or death, in strong contn^st 
with our present condition, where all 
things are corruptible, and soon vanish 
away. These expressions are un- 
doubtedly descriptive of a state of 
things beyond the grave. They are 
never applied in the Scriptures to any 
condition of things on the earth. 
This consideration proves, therefore, 
that the expressions in the next verse, 
indignation, &c. apply to the punish- 
iiient of the wicked beyond the gf'ave, 
i Eternal life. That is, God will 
^render** eternal life to those who 
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8 But unto them that are' 



contentious, and * do not obey 

a lTiin.6.3,4. h 2TheH. 1 .8 . 

seek it in this manner. This is a g*e«t 
principle; and this shows that the 
apostle means by *^ their deedo" (vei, 8), 
not merely their external conduct, but 
their inward thoughts, and eiforti 
evinced by their seeking for glory, &c. 
For the meaning of the expression 
'* eternal life," see Note, John v. 24. 

8. Who are contenUout, This ex- 
pression usually denotes those who 
are of a quarrelsome or litigious dispo- 
sition ; and generally has reference to 
controversies among men* But here 
it evidently denotes a disposition 
totvardt God, and is of the same sig- 
nification as rebellious, or as opposing 
God. They who contend with the 
Almiglity ; who resist his daims* who 
rebel against his laws, and refuse to 
submit to his requirements, however 
made known. The LXX. use the verb 
to translate the Hebrew word nno, 
marah, in Deut xxi. 20. One striking 
characteristic of the sinner is, that he 
contends with God, i. e. that he op- 
poses and resists his claims. This is 
the case with ail sinners ; and it was 
particularly so with the Jews, and 
hence the apostle used the expression 
here to characterize them particularly. 
His argument he intended to apply to 
the Jews, and hence he used such an 
expression as would exactly describe 
them. This character of being a re- 
bellious people was one which was 
often charged on. the Jewish nation. 
Deut ix. 7. 24 ; xxxi. 27. Isa. i. 2 ; 
XXX. 9 ; Ixv. 2. Jer. v. 23. Ezek. ii. 3. 
5. ^ Do not obey the truth.^ Gomp. 
ch. L 18. The truth here denotes the 
divine will, which is alone the light of 
truth. (Ca/tn'n.) It means true doc- 
trine in opposition to false opinions ; 
and to refuse to obey it is to regard it 
af> fiadse, and to resist its iiifluencc. 
The truth here means all the correct 
representations which had been made 
of God, and his perfections, and law, 
and claims, whether by the light of 
nature or by revelation. The descrip- 
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the trutli, but obey unrighteous- 
ness ; indignation and wrath, 

lion thus included Gentiles and Jews ; 
but particularly the latterf as they had 
been more signally fitvouied with the 
light of truth. It had been an eminent 
characteristic of the Jews that they had 
refused to obey the commands of the 
true Grod. Josh. ▼. 6. Judg. ii. 2; vi. 
10. 2 Kings XTiii. 12. Jer. iii. la 25; 
xUi. 21 ; xliU. 4. 7 ; iz. 18. i But 
•bey unrighteoutneBM. The expres- 
sion means that they yielded them- 
selves to iniquity, and thus became the 
MervantM of «m. Rom. vL 13. 10, 17. 
1 9^ Iniquity thus may be said to reign 
over men, as they follow the dictates of 
evil, make no resistance to it, and im- 
plicitly obey all its hard requirements. 
1 Indication and wrath. That is, 
Uiese ohall be rendered to those who 
are csontentious, dee. The diflersnce 
between indignation and wrath, says 
Ammonius, is that the former is of 
thort <fttrafton,,btft the latter is- a. long 
oon^nned remembrance of evil. The 
one is temporary, the other denotes 
continued expressions of hatred of 
evil. Eustathius says that the word 
indignation denotes the internal emo- 
tion, but vfrath the external maniftsta- 
tion of indignation. {Tholuek.) Both 
words refer to the. opposition which 
God will cherish and express against 
sin in the world of punishment. 

0. Tribulation, This word com- 
monly denotes ajjHetionf or th» situa- 
tion of being preoted denam by a bar- 
den, as of trials, calamities, dee. ; and 
hence to be preeoed down by punish- 
ment or pain inflicted fiyr sins. As ap- 
plied to future punishment, it denotes 
the pressure of the calamitaffs that will 
come ipon the soul as the just reward 
of sin. 1 ^nd angvith, erw^jfrntA, 
This noun is used in but three omer 
places in the New Testainent Rom. 
fiil86.2Gor.vi.4; ziLlO. Thtverb 
is used in 3 Gor. iv. 8; vi. 12. It means 
literally narrown««v ofplaeef want of 
room, and then the anxiety aind distress 
of mind which a man experiences who 
u pressed on every tide by afflictions, 



Tribulation and anguish, 
upon every soul of man that 

and trials, and want, or by punish 
ment, and who does not know where 
he may turn himself to find relief. 
{Sehleuoner*) It is thus expressive 
of the punishment of the wicked. It 
means that they shall be compreooed 
with the manifestations of God's dis- 
pleasure, so as to be in deep distress, 
and so as not to know where to find 
relieC These words affliction and 
angMioh are often connected. Rom. 
viii. 35. ^ Upon every bouI of man. 
Upon all men. In Hebrew the word 
Moul often denotes the man himself. 
But still, the apostles, by the use of 
this word here, meant perhaps to signi- 
fy that the punishment should not be 
corporeal, but afiUcting the souL It 
should be a apiritual punishment, a 
punishment of mind, (,Ambroee. See . 
Tholuck.) 1 OftheJewfirot, Having 
stated the general principle of the 
divine administration, he comes now 
to make the application. To the j>rtn- 
ciple' there could be no objection. And 
the apostle now shows that it was ap- 
plicable to the Jew as well as the Greek, 
and to the Jew pre-eminently. It was 
applicable^r«f , or in an eminent degree, 
to theJeWy because, .(1.^ He hadbeoi 
peculiarly favoured with light and 
knowledge on ail these sul^Je^ (2.) 
These principles were iuUy. stated in 
his own law, and were in strict accord* 
ance with all the teaching of the pro 
phets. See Note on ver. 6. Also Ps. 
vii. 11; ix. 17; cxxxix. 19. Prov. xiv. 
32. 1 Of the OenHle. That is, of 
all who were not Jews. On what 
principles God will inflict punishment 
on them» he states in ver. 12—16. It 
is clear> that this refers to the, future 
punishment of the wicked, for, (1.) It 
stands in contrast with the eternal 
life of those who seek for glory (ver. 
7). If this description of the effect of 
sin refers to thie life, then the effects 
spoken of in relation to the righteous 
refer to this life aljo. But in no place 
in the Scriptures is it said that men 
experience aU the bkastngs of eternal 



i>8 



ROMANS. 



[A. D. 60. 



doeth e\dl, of the Jew first, and 
also of the * Gentile, 

10 But glory, ' honour, and 
peace, to every man that work- 
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life in this world; and the Teiy sup- 
poeition is absurd. (2.) It is not true 
that there is a just and complete 
retribution to every man, according to 
his deeds, in this life. Many of the 
wicked are prospered in life, and 
'* there are no bands in their death, 
but their strength is firm." Ps. Ixziii. 
4. Many of the righteous pine in 
poverty and Want and affliction, and 
die in the flames of persecution. 
Nothing is more clear than there is 
not in this life a full and equitable dis- 
tribution of rewards and punishments ; 
and as the proposition of the apostle 
Dere is, that (rod will render to every 
man Accoaoiifo to hit deeds (ver. 6), 
it CbJlows that this must be accomplish- 
ed in another world. (3.) The Scrip- 
iuret uniformly affirm, that for the very 
things specified here, God will consign 
men to eternal death. 2^Theas.i.8, '*In 
flaming fire, taking Tengeanc« on them 
that know not God, and that obkt hot 
the gospel of our Lord Jeisus Christ, 
who shall be puidshed with everlasting 
destruction," &c. 1 Pet. iv. 1 7. We 
may remark also, that there could be 
no more alarming description of future 
suffering than is specified in this pas- 
sage. 'It is indignation ; it is wrath ; 
it is tribulation ; it is anguish which 
the sinner is to endure for ever. Truly 
men exi)osed to this awful doom should 
he alarmed, and should give diligence 
to escape'firom the wo which is to come ! 
11. For. This particle is used here 
to confirm what is said before, particu- 
larly that this punishment should be 
experienced by the Jevt as well as the 
Gentile, For God would deal with 
both on the principles of justice. 
1 Respect of persons. The word thus 
rendered means partiaUty, in pro- 
nouncing judgment, in favouring one 
party or individual more than another, 
*>ot because his cause is more just, but 



eth good, to the Jew first, and 
also to the ^ Gentile : 

1 1 For * there is no respect of 
persons with God. 

b DtatlO.17. 9ChroB.19.7. Gal.8.7,8. lPeLl.17. 

on account of something personal— -ou 
account of his wealth, or rank, oi 
oflice, or influence, or by personal 
friendship, or by the fear of him. It 
has special reference to a judge who 
pronounces judgment between parties 
at law. The exercise of such par- 
tiality was strictly and often forbidden 
to the Jewish magistrates. Lev. xix. 
16. Deut. L 17. Prov. xxiv. 23. James 
ii. 1« 3. 9. In his capacity as a Judge, 
it is applied often to God. It means 
that he will not be influenced in 
awarding the retributions of eternity, 
in actually pronouncuig and executing 
sentence, by any partiality, or by regard 
to the wealth, office, rank, or appear- 
ance of men. He will judge righteous 
judgment ; he will judge men as they 
ought to be judged ; according to their 
character and deserts; and not con- 
trary to their character, or by partiality. 
The connexion here demands that 
this affirmation should be limited sole- 
ly to his dealing roith men as their 
Judge. And in this sense, and this 
only, this is affirmed often of God in 
the Scriptures. Deut x. 17. 2 Chron. 
xix. 7. Eph. vi. 9. Col. iiL 25. Gal. 
vi. 7, 8. 1 Pet i. 17. Acte x. 34. It 
does not affirm that he must make all 
his creatures equal in talent, health, 
wealth, or privilege ; it does not imply 
that, as a sovereign, he may not make a 
difibrence in their endowments, their 
beauty, strength, or graces; it does 
not imply that he may not bestow his 
favours where he pleases where all are 
undeserving, or that he may not make a 
difikrence in the characters of men by 
his providence, and by the agency of his 
Spirit All these are actually done, 
done not out of any respect to theii 
persons, to their rank, office, or wealth, 
but according to his own sovereign 
good pleasure. Eph. L To deny that 
this is done, would be to deny the 
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12 For as many as have sin- 
manifest arraitgement of tilings every 
where on the earth. To deny that 
God had a ri^rfa to do it, would be, 
(1.) To maintain that tiinners had a 
claim on his favours. (2.) That he 
might not do what he willed with his 
own ; or, (3.) To affirm that God was 
under obligation to make ail men with 
just the same talents and privileges, 
L e. that all creatures must be, in all 
lespects, juat alike. This passage, 
therefore, is very improperly brought to 
disprove the doctrine of decrees, or 
election, or sovereignty. It has re- 
spect to a difierent thing, to the' actual 
exercise of the office of the Judge of 
the -worlds and whatever may be the 
' truth about God's decrees, or his electing 
love, this passage teaches nothing in 
relation to either. It may be added that 
this passage contains a n^ost alarming 
truth for guilty men. It is that God will 
unt be influenced by partiality, hut 
will treat them Jtcst as they de- 
serve. He will not be won or awed 
by their rank or office; by their 
wealth or endowments ; by their num- 
bers, their power, or their robes of 
royalty and splendour. Every man 
should tremble at the prospect of fall- 
ing into the hands of a just God, who 
?rill treat him just as he deserves, and 
should without delay seek a refuge in 
the Saviour and Advocate provided for 
the gioil^. 1 John ii. 1, 2. 

12. For. This is used to give a 
reason for what he had just said, or to 
it^w on what principles God would 
-.eat man so as not to be a respecter of 
persons. ^ .As many. Whosoever, This 
mcludes all who have done it, and evi- 
dently has respect to the gentile world. 
It is of the. more importance to remark 
this, because he does not say that it is 
applicable to a feio only, or to great 
and incorrigible instances of pagan 
wickedness, but it is a universal, sweep- 
ing declaration, obviously including all 
1 Rave sinned. Have been guilty of 
crimes of any kind toward God or 
man. Sin is the transgression of a 
rale of conduct, however made known 



ned without law, dhali also 9e> 

to mankind. ^ Without la-w, ^o/jmc. 
This expression evidently means ?nth- 
out revealed or roritten law, an the 
apostle immediately says that they had 
a law of nature (ver. 14, 15). The 
word law, yc/«oc, is ofleii used to denote 
the revealed law of God, the Scrio- 
tures, or revelation in general. Matt 
xii. 5. Luke ii. 23, 24 ; z. 26. John 
viii. 5. 17. 1 Shall also perish, 
dyroKourreu. The Greek word used here 
occurs, frequently in the New Testa- 
ment It means to destroy, to lose, or 
to corrupt, and is applied to Ufe 
(Matt X. 39) ; to a reward of labour 
(Matt X. 42) ; to -wisdom (1 Cor. i. 
19) ; to bottles (Matt ix. 17). ^ It is 
also used to denote future punishment, 
or the destruction of soul and body in 
hell (Matt x. 28 ; xviii. 14. John iii. 
15), where it \b opposed to eternal life, 
and therefore denotes eternal death, 
Rom. xiv. 16. John xvii. 12. In this 
sense the word is evidently used in this 
verse. The connexion demands that 
tiiO reference should be to a future 
judgment to be passed on the heathen. 
It will be remarked here that the apos- 
tle does not say they shall be saved 
without law. He does not give even 
an intimation respecting their salva- 
tion. The strain of the argument, 
as well as this express declaration, 
shows that they ^ho had sinned — and 
in the first chapter he had proved that 
all the heathen were sinners — would be 
punished. If any of the heathen are 
saved, it will be, therefore, an exception 
to the general rule in regard to them. 
The apostles evidently believed that 
the great mass of them would be de- 
stroyed. On tJds ground they evinced 
such zeal to save them ; on this ground 
the Lord Jesus commanded the gospel 
to be preached to them; and on this 
ground Christians are now engaged in 
Uie effort to bring them to the know- 
ledge of the Lord Jesus. It may be 
added here, that all modem investiga- 
tions have gone to confirm the position 
that the heathen are as degraded now 
as thev were in the ime of Panl. 
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rish without law : and as many 
as have smned in the law, shall 



% Without Um. That is, they shall 
not be judged by a law which they 
have not They ^all not be tried and 
condemned by the revelation which 
the Jews had. They shall be con- 
demned only according to the know- 
ledge and the law whidi they actually 
possess. This is the equitable rule on 
which God will judge the world. Ac- 
cording to this, it is not to be appre- 
hended that they will suffer as much 
as those who have the revealed will of 
God. Gomp Matt x. 15; xi. 24. 
liuke X. 12. 1 Have nnned in the 
lato. Have sinned having the reveal- 
ed will of God, or endowed with great- 
er Ught and privileges than the heathen 
worM. . The apostle here has undoubt- 
ed reference to the JeioB who had the 
law of God; and who prided them- 
selves much on its possession. 1 Shall 
be judged by the law. This is an 
equitable and just rule ; and to this the 
Jews could make' no objection. Yet 
the admission of this would have led 
iirectly to the point to which Paul was 
conducting his argument, to show that 
they also were under condemnation, 
and needed a Saviour. It will be ob- 
sepred here, that the apostle uses a 
dififerent expression in fegard to the 
Jews from what he does of the Gen- 
tiles. He says of the former, that they 
**thall be Judged;** of the latter, that 
they *^ thall periah,** It is not certain- 
ly known why he varied this expres* 
sion. But if conjecture may be allow- 
ed, it may have been for the following 
reasons.. (1.) IfhehadafBrmod of the 
Jews that they should perithf it would 
at once have excited their prejudice, 
and have armed them^ against the con- 
clusion to which he was about to come. 
Yet they could bear the word to be 
applied to the heathen^ for it was in 
accordance with their own views and 
their own mode of speaking, and was 
strictly true. (2.) The word "judged" 
IS apparertly more mUdf and yet really 
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be judged by the law ; 

13 (For * not the hearers of 



more severe. It would arouse no pre* 
judice to say that they would be judged 
by their law. It was indeed paying a 
sort of tribute or regard to that on 
which they prided "themselves so much^ 
the possession of the law of God. 
Still, it vras a word implying all thai 
he wished to say, and inijolving the 
idea that they would be punished and 
destroyed. If it was admitted that the 
heathen would perish ; ^nd if God was 
to judge the Jews by an unerring rule, 
that is, according to their privileges and 
light; then it would follow that they 
would also be condemned, and their 
B-wn minda would come at once to the 
conclusion. The change of words 
here may indicate, therefore, a nice 
tacty or delicate address in argument, 
urging home to the conscience an of- 
fensive truth rather by the deductions 
of the mind of the opponent himaelj 
than by n harsh and severe charge of 
the writer. In instances of this, the 
Scriptures abounds; and it was this 
especially that so eminently character- 
ized the arguments of our Saviour. 

13.' For not the hearerty &Xii The 
same sentiment is implied in James i^ 
22. Matt vil 21. 24. Luke vi. 47. 
The apostle here doubtless designed tc 
meet an objection of the Jews ; to wit, 
that they h^ the law, that they nikani- 
f^ted great deference for it, that they 
heard it read' with attentioh, and pro- 
fessed a willingness to yield Uiemselves 
to it To meet this, he states a very 
plain and obvious principle, that this 
was insufficient to justify thein before 
God, unless they rendered actual obe- 
dience. ^ Are Juat, Are justified 
before God, or are personally holy. Or, 
in other words, simply hearing the law 
is not meeting all its requirements, 
and making men holy If they ex- 
pected to be saved by the /aw, it re- 
quired something more than merely to 
hear it. It demanded perffct obedi- 
ence, X But the doera of the law. 
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the law art just before pod, but 
the doers of the law shall be 
justified. 

Thiej who comply entirely with its de- 
mands ; or who yield to it perfect and 
perpetual obedience. This was the 
plain and obrious demand, not only of 
common sense, but of the Jewish law 
itself. Deut vt. 1. Lev. xviiL 5. Comp. 
Rom. X. 0. 1 ShaU be juatified. This 
expression is evidently synonymous 
with that in I«ev. xviii. 5, where it is 
said that •* be shall live in them." The 
meaning is, that it is a maxim or 
principle of the law of God, that if a 
creatore will keep it, and obey it en- 
tirely, he shall not be condemned, but 
shall be approved and Uve for ever* 
This does not affirm that any one ever 
haa thus lived in this world, but it is 
an affirmation of a Q^reat general prin- 
ciple of law, that if a creature is justi- 
fied BT the lav, the obedience must be 
entire and perpetual. If such -were 
the case, as there would be no ground 
of condemnation, man would be saved 
by the law. If the Jews, therefore, ex- 
pected to be saved by th^ law, it must 
be, not by hearing the law, nor by being 
called a Jew, but by perfect and un- 
qualified obedience to all its require- 
ments. This passage is designed, 
doubtless, to meet a very common and 
pernicious sentiment of the Jewish 
teachers, that all who became hearers 
and listeners to the law would be saved. 
The inference from the passage is, 
that no man can be saved by his exter* 
nal privileges, or by an outward n- 
■pecfful deference to the truths and 
ordinances of religion. 

14. JFor •when. The apostle, in ver. 
13, had stated a general principle, that 
the doera of the lata only can be justi- 
fied, if justification is attempt^ by the 
law. In this verse and the next, he 
proceeds to show that the s^e princi' 
pie IB applicable to the heathen; that 
though they have not the -written law 
of God, yet that they have sufficient 
knowledge of' his will to take away 
Mvexy excuse for sin, and coniwqueiitly 

P 



14 For when the Geutilea, 
which have not the l&w, do by 
nature the things contained in 

that the course of reasoning by which 
he had come to the conclusion that 
they . were guilty, is well foundetL 
This verse is not to be understood as 
affirming, as an hiatoricalfact, that any 
of the heathen ever did perfectly obey 
the law which they had, any more than 
the previous verse affirms it of the 
Jews. The main point in the argu- 
ment is, that if men are justified by 
the lavf their obedience must be c^i- 
tire and perfect ; that this is not to be 
external only, or to consist in hearing 
or in acknowledging the justice of the 
law ; and that the Gentiles had an op- 
portunity of illustrating this principle 
as well as the Jews, since they also had 
a law among themselves. The word 
•when (otoif) does not imply that the 
thing ahall certainly take place, but 
is one form of introducing a supposi- 
tion; or of stating the connexion of 
one thing with another. Matt v. i 1 ; 
vL 2. 5, 6. 16 ; x. 19. It is, however, 
true that the main things contained in 
this verse, and the next,' actually oc- 
curred, that the Gentiles did many 
things which the law of God required. 
t The Gentilea. All who were not 
Jews, t Which have not the la-w. 
Who have not a revelation, or the 
written word of God. In the Greek 
the article is omitted, ** who have not 
law,'' i. e. any revealed la^. 1 By 
nature. By some, this phrase has been 
suppoeed to belong to the previous 
member of the sentence, ''who have 
not the law by nature,*' But our 
translation is the more natural and 
usual construction. The expression 
means clearly by the light of con- 
science and reason, and whatever other 
helps they may have -without revela 
tion. It denotes simply, in that atate 
•which ia -without t/te revealed vnll of 
God. In that condition they had many 
helps of tradition, conscience, reason, 
and the observation of the dealings of 
divine Providence, so that to a oonsi 
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the law, these, having not the 

tew, are a law • unto themselves. 

15 Which show the work of 

die law written in their hearts, 
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derable extent they knew what was 
right and what was wrong. ^ Do the 
ttdnga. Should they not merely un- 
derttand and approve^ but actually 
perform the things required in the law. 
1 Contained in the lato. Literally 
the things of the law, L e. the things 
which the law requires. Many, of 
those things might be done by the hea- 
then, as, e. g. respect to parents, truth, 
justice, honesty, chastity. So far as 
they did any of thow things, so far 
they showed that they had a. law 
among themselves. And wherein they 
failed in these things, they showed 
that they were justly condemned. 
1 ^re a law unto themtelveB, Thif* 
is explained in the following verse. U 
means Uiat their own reason and con- 
science constituted, in these things, a 
law, or prescribed that for them which 
the revealea law did to the Jews. 

15. Which shovf. Who thus evince 
or show. ^ 7^he vfork of the lato. 
The design, purpose, or object which is 
contemplated hy the revealed law ; 
that is, to make known to man his 
duty, and to enforce the obligatton to 
perform it This does not mean, by 
any means, that they had all the 
knowledge which the law would im- 
part, for then there would have been 
no needof a revelation, but that, as far 
as it vent, as far as they had a know- 
ledge of right and wrong, they coin- 
cided vf'ith the revealed will of <}od. In 
other words, the will of God, whether 
mode known by reason or revelation, 
will be the fame so far as reason goes. 
The dififerenoe is that revelation goes 
farther than xeason; sheds fight on 
new duties and doctrines ; as the in- 
formation given by the naked eye and 
the telescope is the same, except that 
the telescope carries the s^t forward, 
and reveals new worlds to the sight of 
man. ^ JVritten in their hearts. 



their ^ conscience also bearing 
witness, and their thoughts the ' 
mean while accusing or else 
excusing one another.) 

t or, ih$ eonseiente taitnuiing loUh thim, 
ft or, bitween tkamadMM. 

The revealed law of God was written 
on tables of stone, and then recorded 
in the books of the Old Testament 
This law the Gentiles did not possess, 
but, to a certain extent, the same re- 
quirements were written on their 
hearts. Though not revealed toihem 
as to the Jews, yet they had obtained' 
the knowledge of them by the light of 
nature. The word hearts here denotes 
the mind itself, as it does also fre- 
quently in the sacred Scriptures ; not 
the heart, as the seat of the affections- 
It does not mean that ihey loved oi 
even approved of' the law, but that 
they had knowledge of it; and that 
that knowledge was deeply engravrn 
on their minds. ^ Their conscience. 
This word properly means the judg- 
ment of the mind respecting right and 
wrong; or the judgment which the 
mind passes on the morality or immo- 
rality of its own actions, when it in 
stantly approves or condemns them. It 
has usually been termed the moral 
sense, and is a very important principle 
in a moral government Its design is 
to answer the purposes of an ever at* 
tendant witness of a man's conduct ; 
to compel him to pronounce on his 
own doings, and thus to excite him to 
virtuous deeds, to give comfort and- 
peace when he does right, to deter from 
evil actions by making him^ whether 
he will or no, his own executioner. 
See John viii, 9. Acts xxiii. 1 ; xxiv. 
16. Rom. ix. 1. 1 Tim. i. 5. By na- 
ture every man thus approves or con- 
demns his own acts ; and there is not 
a profounder principle of the Divine 
administration, than thus compelling 
every man to pronounce on the moral 
character of his own conduct Con- 
science may be enlightened or unen- 
lightened; and its use may be greatly 
perverted by false opinions. Its pro- 
vince is not to commtinicate any new 



A. D. 60.] 



CHAWBR II. 



63 



1 6 In tae day when God shall 



truth, it U simply to express judg' 
tnent, and to impart pleasare or inflict 
pain far a man's own good or evil 
conduct. The apostle's argument does 
not require bim to say that consdenoe 
revealed any truth, or any knowledge 
of duty, to the Gentiles, but that itt 
actual exercise proved that they had 
a knowledge of die law of God; Thus 
it waa a vitnett simply of that fact 
^ Bearing rntnen.^ To bear witness 
is to furnish testimony, or proof. And 
the exercise of the conscience here 
showed or proved that they had a 
knowledge nf the law. The expres- 
sion does not mean that the exer- 
cise of their conscience bore witness 
of any thing to Mem, but that its ex- 
ercise may be alleged as a proof that 
they were not without some knowledge 
of the law. ^ ^nd their thoughts. 
The word thoughts (xo^/uwy) means 
properly reasonings, or opinions, sen- 
timents, &c. Its meaning here may 
be expressed by the word reflections. 
Their reflections on their own conduct 
would be attended with pain or plea- 
sure. It differs from conscience, inas- 
much as the decisions of conscience 
are instantaneous, and without any 
process of reasoning. This supposes 
subsequent reflection, and it means that 
such reflections would only deepen and 
confirm thtf . decisions of conscience. 
1 The mean -while. Margin, ** Between 
diemseWes.*' The rendering in the 
margin is more in accordance with the 
Greek. The expression sometimes 
means, in the mean time, or at the 
same time ; and sometimes afterward, 
or subsequently. The Syriac and 
Latin Vulgate render this mutually. 
They seem to have understood this as 
sffirming that the heathen . among 
themselves, by their writings, accused 
or acquitted one another. ^ Accusing. 
If the actions were evil. ^ Excusing. 
That is, if their actions were good. 
1 One another. The margin renders 
this expression in connexion with the 
•dverb* translated ** in the mean while,'* 



judge the seerets " of men, by 

• Lok* 8.17. 

" between themselves." This view is 
also taken by many commentators, and 
this is its probable meaning. If so, 
it denotes the fact that in their re- 
flections, or their reasonings or dis^ 
cushions, they accused each other of 
crime, or acquitted one another; they 
showed that they had a law ; that they 
acted on the supposition that they had. 
To show this was the design of the 
apostle ; and there was no further proof 
of it needed than that which he here 
adduced. (1.) They had a con«c»en';e, 
pronouncing on their vwn acts; and, 
(2.) Their reasonings, based on the 
supposition of some such common and 
acknowledged standard of accusing 
or acquitting, supposed the same thing. 
If, therefore, they condemned or ac* 
quitted themselves ; if in these reason- 
ings and reflections, they proceeded on 
the principle that they had some rule 
of right and wrong, then the proposi- 
tion of the apostle was made out that 
it was right for God to judge them, 
and destroy them, ver. 8 — 12. 

16. In the day. This verse is doubt- 
less to be connected with verse 12, and 
the intermediate verses are a parenthesis, 
and it implies that the heathen world, 
as well as the Jews, will be arraigned at 
the bar of judgment. At that time God 
vrill judge all in righteousness, the Jew 
by the law which he had, and the 
heathen by the law which he had. 
\ When God shall judge, God is 
often represented as the Judge of man- 
kind. Deut xxxii 36. Ps. 1. 4. 1 Sam. 
ii. 10. £ccl. iiL 17. Rom. iii. 6. HeU 
xiiL 4. But this does not militate 
against the fact that he will do it btf 
Jesus Christ. Grod has appointed his 
Son to administer judgment; and it 
will be not by God directly, but by 
Jesus Christ that it will be administer- 
ed. ^ The secrets of men. See Luke 
viii. 17. EccL xii. 14, «For God shall 
bring every work into judgment, -with 
every secret thing,*' dtc. Matt x. 26. 
1 Cor. iv.^ 5. The expression de- 
notes the hidden desires, lusts, passions 
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Jesus Christ, according to my* 
gospel. 
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vtd motives of men ; the thoughts of 
the hearts, as well as the outward 
actions of the jife. It will be a cha- 
racteristic of the day of judgment, 
that all these will be brought out, and 
receive their aj^ropriale reward. The 
propriety of this is apparent, for, 
(1.) It is by these that the character 
is really determined, llie motivea and 
principles , of a man constitute his 
character, and to judge him impartially, 
these must be known, (2.) They are 
not judge4 or rewarded in this life. 
The external conduct only can be seen 
by me^i^ and of course that only can 
be rewarded or punished here. (3.) 
Men of pure motives and pure hearts 
are often here basely aspersed and ca- 
lumniated. They are persecuted, tra- 
duced, and often overwhelmed with 
ignominy. It is proper that the secret 
motives of their conduct should be 
brought out, and approved.. On the 
other hand, men of base motives; men 
of unprincipled character, and who 
are corrupt at the .heart, are often 
lauded, flattered, and exalted into pub- 
lic estimation. It, is proper that their 
secret principles should be -detected, 
and that they should take their proper 
place in the government of God. In 
regard to this expression, we may fur- 
ther remark, (1.) That the fact that 
all secret thoughts. and purposes will 
be brought into judgment, invests the 
judgment with an awful character. 
Who should not tremble at the idea 
that the secret plans and desires of his 
soul, which he has so long and so 
studiously concealed, should be brought 
out into noon-day in the judgment! 
All his artifices of concealment shall 
be then at an end. He will be able to 
practise disguise no longer. He will 
be seen as he is; and ho will receive 
the doom he deserves. Then will be 
one place, at least, where the sinner 
shall be treated as he ought (3.) To 
execute this judgment implies the 
power of searching the heart ■ of know- 



17 Behold^ thou * art call- 
ed a Jew, and reslest in the 

b vflr.S8. 

ing the 'thoughts ; and of developing 
and unfolding all the purposes and 
plans of the soul. Yet this is intrusted 
to Jesus Christ, and the &ct that he 
will exercise this, shows that he is di- 
vine. 1 Of men. Of all men, whe- 
ther Jew or Gentile, infidel or Chris- 
tian. The day of judgment, therefore, 
may be regarded as a day of universal 
development of all the plans and pur 
poses that have ever been entertained in 
this world. ^ ByJetus Christ, The fact 
that Jesus Chrisl is appointed to judge 
the world is abundantly taught in 
the Bible. Acts xviL 31. 2 Tim. iv. 1. 
1 Pet iv. 6. John v. 22. 27. 1 Thess. 
iv. 16—18. Matt xxv. 31—46. \ Ac- 
cording to mygospeL According to the 
gospel which / preach, Comp. Acts 
xvii. 31. 2 Tim. iv. 8. This does not 
mean that the gospel which he preached 
would be the rtUe by which God would 
judge all mankind, for he had just 
said that the heathen world would be 
judged l^ a dififerent rule, ver. 12. 
But it means that he was intrusted 
with the gospel to make it known; 
and/ that one of the great and prime 
articles of that gospel was, that God 
would judge the world by Jesus Christ 
To make this known he was appoint* 
ed ; and it could be called his gospel 
only as being a part of the important 
message with which he was intrusted. 
17. Beholds Having thus stated the 
general principles on which Goa 
would judge the world ; having shown 
how they condemned the Gentiles; 
and having removed all objections to 
them, he now proceeds to another part 
of his argument, to. show how they ap* 
plied to HbAJews, By the use of the 
word beholdf be calls their attention 
tQ it, as to an important subject ; and 
with great skill and address, he slates 
thdr privileges, before he shows them 
how those privileges might enhance 
their condemnation. He admits aii 
their claims to pre-eminence in privi- 
leges, and then with great iEutlifulness 
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lawy and makest thy boast of 
God. 



• Pa.U7.ll|9& 



pvocoeds to show how, if abiued, theae 
might deepen their final destruction. It 
should be obeerved, - however, that the 
word rendered behold is in many M8S. 
written in two words, u /«, instead of 
Uu If this, as is probable, is the cor- 
rect reading there, it should be ren- 
dered, ** if now thou art,*' &c Thus 
the Syriac, Latin, and Arabic read it 
1 Xhou art called. Thou art named 
Jew, implying that this name was one 
of very high honour. This is thejirat 
thing mentioned on which Ae Jew 
would be likely to pride himself, t •^ 
Jev. This was the name by which the 
Hebrews were at that time generally 
known; and it is clear that they re- 
garded it as a name of honour, and 
▼alued themselves much on it See 
CraL IL 15. Rev» iL 9. Its origin b 
not certainly known. They were call- 
ed the children of Israel until the time 
of Rehoboam. When the ten tribes 
were carried into captivity, but two re- 
mained, the tribes of Judah and Ben- 
jamin. The name Jevft was evidently 
given to denote those of the. tribe of 
Judah. The reasons why the name of 
Benjamin was lost in Uiat of Judah^ 
were probably, (1.) Because the tribe 
of Benjamin was small, and compara- 
tively without influence or importance. 
(2.). llie Metnah was to be of the 
tribe of Judah (Gren. xlix. 10) ; and that 
tribe would therefore possess a con- 
sequence proportioned to their expec- 
tation of tb^t event The name of 
Tevs would therefore be one that would 
suggest the &cts that they were pre- 
served from captivity, that they had 
received remarkably the. protection of 
(lod, and that the Messiah was t? be 
sent to that people. Hence it is not 
wonderful that they should regard it 
as a special favour to be a Jev, and 
particularly when they added to this 
the idea of all the other fitvours 
eonnected with their being the peculiar 
people ot God. The name Jew came 
thu? to denote all the peculiarities and 
r3 



18 And knowest * hu will 
and *■ approvest * the things that 

i or, Muttkttkinp that iiffir, AFhtt.].ia 

ipecialfovouraof their religion. % And 
rettett in the law* The word rett here 
is evidently used in the sense of trutt* 
ing /o, or leaning upon. The Jew 
leaned on^ or relied on the law for ac- 
ceptance or favour ; on the &ct that he 
had the law, and on bis obedience to 
it It does mean that he relied on his 
own. works, though that was true, but 
that he leaned on the fact that he had 
the law, and was thus distinguished 
above others. The lavf here means the 
entire Mosaic economy ; or all the 
rules and regulations which Moses had 
given. Perhaps also it. includes, as it 
sometimes does, the whole of the Old 
Testament \ Makett thy boa^t in 
God, Thou dost boast, or glory, that 
thou hast the knowledge pf the true 
God, while other nations are in dark- 
ness. On this account the Jew felt 
himself far elevated above all other 
people, and despised them. It was true 
that they only bad the true knowledge 
of God, and that he had declared him- 
self to be their God (Deut iv. 7. Ps. 
cxlvii. 19, 20) ; but this was not a 
ground for boattingf but for gratitude. 
This passage shows us that it is much 
more common to boatt of privileges 
than to be thankful for them, and that 
it is no evidence of piety for a man to 
boatt of his knowledge of God. A 
humble, ardent thankfulness that we 
have that knowledge— a thankfulness 
which leads us not to despite others, 
but to desire that they may have the 
same. privilege— M an evidence of piety. 
18. And knoweti hia vnlL The 
wiU or commands of God. This know- 
ledge they obtained from the Scriptures ; 
and of course in thb they wete distin- 
guished from other nations. 1 And 
approveat. The word used, here is 
capable of two interpretations. It may 
mean either to diatin^uiah, or to ap- 
prove. The word is properly and 
usually applied to the process of testing 
or trying metals by fire. Hence it 
comes to be used in a genera] Rcnse 
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are more exceEent, being in- 
etmcted out of the law ; 

1 9 And art confident that thou 
thyself art a guide of the blind, 

to try or to diitinguiBh any thing ; to 
ascertain its nature, quality, Ac Luke 
xiL 56. This is probably its meaning 
here, referring rather to &A intellectual 
process of discnminating, than to the 
moral process of approving. It could 
not, perhaps, he said with propriety, at 
least the scope of the passage does not 
properly suppose this, that the Jew 
approved or loved the things of God ; 
but the scope of the passage is, that the 
Jew valued himself on his knoioledge 
of that which was conformable to the 
will of God. See Notes on ch. xiv. 
1 The things that are more excellent. 
The word here translated more excel- 
lent denotes properly the things that 
dijfer from others, and then also the 
things that exceL It has an ambiguity 
similar to the word translated ** ap- 
proved.*' If the interpretation of that 
word above g^ven is correct, then this 
word here means those things that 
dllTer from others. The reference is 
to the rites and customs, to the dis- 
tinctions of meats and days, &c 
prescribed by the law of Moses. The 
Jew would pride himself on the fact 
that he had been taught by the law to 
make these distinctions, while all the 
heathen world had been leflin ignorance 
of them. This was one of the advan- 
tages on which he valued himself and 
his religion. ^ Being instriicted, &c. 
That is, in regard to the one God, his 
will, and the distinguishing rites of his 
worship. 

' 19. And art confident. This ex- 
pression, denotes the full assurance of 
the Jew that he was superior in know- 
ledge to all other people. It is a re- 
markable fact that the Jews put the 
fullest confidence in their religion. 
Though proud, wicked, and hypocriti- 
cal, yet they were not speculative infi- 
dels. It was one of their characteris- 
tics, evinced through all their history, 
U^at they had the fullest assurance that | 



a light of them which are in 
darkness, 

20 An instructer of the fool- 
ish, a teacher of babes, which 

« 

Grod was the author of their institu- 
tions, and that their religion was his 
appointment \ A guide of the blind, 
A guide of the blind is a figurative ex- 
pression to denote an instructer of the 
ignorant The bUnd here properly 
refers to the Gentiles' f'viho were thus 
regarded by the Jews. The meaning 
is, that they esteemed themselves qua- 
lified to instruct the heathen world. 
Matt XV. 14; xxiii. 15. ^\ A light. 
Another figurative expression to de- 
note a teacher, Comp. Isa. xlix. 6. 
John i» 4, 5. 8, 9. 1 In darkness, A 
common expression to denote the ig- 
norance of the gentile worid. See 
Note, Matt iv. 16. 

20. Of the foolish. The vrmd fool- 
ish is used in the Scriptures in two 
significations: to denote those who are 
void of understanding, and to denote 
the wicked. Here it is clearly used in 
the former sense, signifying that the 
Jew esteemed himself qualified to in- 
struct those without knowledge. ^ Of 
babes. This is the literal meaning of 
the original word. The expression is 
figurative, and denotes those who were 
as ignorant as children — an expression 
which they would be likely to apply to 
all the Gentiles. It is evident that the 
character here given by Paul to the 
Jews is one which they claimed, and 
of which they were proud. They are 
ofien mentioned as arrogating this pre- 
rogative to themselves, of being quali- 
fied to be guides and teachers of others. 
Matt XV. 14 ; xxiii. 2. 16. 24. It will 
be remembered, also, that the Jews 
cx)nsidered themselves to be qualified 
to teach all the world, and hence 
evinced great zeal to make prose- 
lytes. And it is not improbable (7V<o- 
luck) that their Rabbies were accus- 
tomed to give the names " foolish'' and 
"babes" to the ignorant proselytes 
which they had made from the hea 
then. ^ Which hast the form of know 
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hast the form * of knowledge and 
of the truth in the law : 

21 Thou * tlierefore which 
teaehest another, teachest thou 
«ic>t thyself ? thou that preachest 
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ledge. The word here translated form 
properly denotes a eleUneation or pic- 
turing' df a thing. It is commonly used 
to denote also the appearance of any 
object ; that which we see, without re- 
ference Uy its internal character; the 
external figure. It sometimes denotes 
the extern^ appearance as diatinguiah- 
ed from that which is ihtemal ; or a 
hypocritical profession of religion with- 
out its reality. 2 Tim. iii. 5, " Having 
iie form of godliness, but denying its 
power." It is sometimes used in a 
good, and sometimes in a bad sense. 
Here it denotes that in their teaching 
they retained the aemblaneCf aketch^ or 
tnitUiie of the true doctrines of the Old 
Testament They had in the Scrip- 
tures a correct delineation of the truth. 
Truth is the representation of things 
as they are ; and the doctrines which 
the Jews had in the Old Testament 
were a correct representation or deli- 
neation of the objects of knowledge. 
Comp. 2 Tim. L 13. \ In the law. 
In the Scriptures of the Old Testament. 
In these verses the apostle concedes to 
the Jews all that Uiey would claim. 
Having made this concession of their 
superior knowledge, he is prepared 
with the more fidelity and force to 
convict them of their deep and dread- 
ful depravity in sinning against the 
superior light and privileges which 
God had conferred on them. 

21. Thou therefore^ dtc. Ho who 
is a teacher of others xm be expected 
to be learned himselC They ought to 
be found to be possessed of superior 
knowledge; and by this question the 
apostle impliedly reproves them for 
their ignorance. The form of a quea- 
lion is chosen because it conveys the 
^th with greater force. He puts the 
question as if it were undeniable that 
they were grossly igfiorant Comp. 



a man should not steal, dost thou 
steal? 

22 Thou that sayest a man 
should not commit adultery, 
dost thou commit adultery ? thou 



Matt xxiiL 3, *< They say, and do not,*' 
&c. \ That preachest. This word 
means to proclaim in any manner, 
whether in the synagogue, or in any 
place of public teaching. ^ Dost thou 
steal ? It cannot be proved, perhaps, 
that the Jews were extensively guilty 
of this crime. It is inttoduced partly, 
no doubt, to make the inconsistency 
of their conduct more apparent We 
expect a man to set an example of 
what he means by his public instruc' 
tion. 

22. Dost thou commit adultery? 
There is no doubt that this was a crime 
very common among the Jews. See 
Notes, Matt xii. 39. John viii. 1 — 11. 
The Jewish Talmud accuses some of 
the most celebrated of their Rabbles, 
by name, of this vice. ( Grotiua,} Jo- 
sephus also gives the same account of 
the nation. ^ Thou that abhorrest 
idols. It was one of the doctrines of 
their religion to abhor idolatry. This 
they were every where taught in the 
Old Testament; and this ti^ey doubt- 
less inculcated in their teaching. It 
was impossible that they could recom- 
mend idolatry. \ Dost thou commit 
sacrilege P Sacrilege is the crime of 
violating or profaning sacred things; 
or of appropriating to common pui^ 
poses what has been devoted to the 
service of religion. In this question, 
the apostle shows remarkable tact and 
skill. He could not accuse them of 
idolatry, for the Jews, after the Baby- 
lonish captivity, had never fallen into 
it. But then, though they had not the 
form, they might have the spirit of 
idolatry. That spirit consisted in with- 
holding from the true God that which 
was his due, and bestowing the afibo- 
tions upon something else. This the 
Jews did by perverting from their pro- 
per use the offerings which were de 
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that abhorrest idols, dost thou 

commit sacrilege ? 

23 Thou that makest thy 

boast of the law, through break- 
— — — — — ■ — 1 

■igned for his honour ; by withholding 
that which he demanded of tithes and 
offerings; and by devoting to other 
uses that which was devoted to him, 
and which properly belonged to his 
service. That this was a common 
crime among them is apparent from 
Mai. i. 8. 12—14 ; iii. 8, 9. It is also 
evident from the New Testament that 
the temple was in many ways dese- 
crated and prolaned in the time of our 
Saviour. Notes, Matt xxi. 12, 13. 

23. Makest thy boa9tt&c To boast 
in the law implied their conviction of 
its excellence and obligation, as a man 
does not boast of that which he esteems 
to be of no value. % Dishonourett thou 
God, By boasting of the law, they 
proclain^ their conviction that it was 
from God. By breaking it, they defied 
it And as actions are a true test of 
man's real opinions, their breaking the 
law did it more dishonour than their 
boasting of it did it honour. This is 
always the case-. It matters little what 
a raan*s speculative opinions may be ; 
his practice may do far more to dis- 
grace religion, than his profession does 
to honour it It is the life and con- 
duct, and not merely the profession of 
the lips, that does real honour to the 
true religion. Alas, with what perti- 
nency .and force may this question be 
put to many who call themselves 
Christians ! 

24. The name of God, The name 
and character of the true God. ^ It 
blatphemed. Note, Matt iz. 3. That 
is, your conduct is such as to lead the 
heathen world to blaspheme and i^- 
proacb bodi your religion and its Aur 
thor. By your hypocrisy and crimes 
the pagan world is led to despise a re- 
ligion which is observed to have no 
effect in purifying ^nd restqiining its 
professors; and of course the reproach 
will terminate on the Author of your 
religion — that is, the true God. A life 



ing the law dishonourest thou 
God? 

24 For the name of God is 
blasphemed among the Gentiles 

of purity would tend to honour religion 
and its Author ; a life of impurity does 
the reverse. There is no doubt that 
this was actually the effect of the do- 
portme'nt of the Jews. They were 
scattered every where ; every where 
they were corrupt and wicked; and 
every where they and their religion 
were despised. ^ Among the Gentitesm 
In the midst of whom many Jews lived. 
^ Through you. By means of you, 
or as th? result of your conduct It 
may mean, that you Jews do it, or pro- 
fane the name of God; but the con- 
nexion seems rather to require ihe for- 
mer sense. ^ As it it -written. To 
what place the apostle has reference, 
cannot be certainly determined. . There 
are two passages in the Old Testament 
which will bear on the case, and per- 
haps he had them both in his view. 
Isa. Iii. 5. £zek. xxxvi 22, 23. . The 
meaning is not that the passages in 
the Old Testament, referred to by the 
phrase ** as it is written," had any par- 
ticular reference to the conduct of thd 
Jews in the time of Paul, but that this 
had been the character of the people, 
and the effect of their conduct at a na- 
tion, instances of which had been be- 
fore observed and recorded by the pro- 
phets. The same thing has occurred 
to a most melanchply extent in regard 
to professed Christian nations. For 
purposes of commerce, and science, 
and war, and traffic, men from nations 
nominally Christian have gone into 
almost every part of the heathen world. 
But they. have not often been real 
Christians. They have been intent ou 
gi^iu; and have to a melancholy ex- 
tent been profane, and unprincipled, 
and profligate men. Yet the heathen 
hs^ve regarded them as Christians ; as 
fair specimens of the effect of the reli- 
gion of Christ They have learned, 
therefore, to abuse the name of Chris- 
tian, and the Author of the Christian 
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through you, as it is Wiitten/ 

25 For circumcision verily 
profiteth, if thou keep the law : 
but ^ if thou be a breaker of the 
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leUgioDy as encpuregiiig and promoting 
profligacy of life. Hence one reason, 
among tiiousands, of the importance 
of Christian missions to the heathen. 
It is well to disabuse the pagan world 
of their erroneous opinions of the ten- 
dency of Christianity. It is well to 
teach them that we do not regard these 
men as Christians. As we have sent 
to them the vortt part of our popula- 
tion, it is well to send them holy men, 
who shall exhibit to them the true na- 
ture of Christianity, and raise our cha- 
racter in their eyes as a Christian peo- 
ple. And were 4here no other rMult 
of Christian missions, it would be worth 
til the expense and toil- attending them, 
to rcdMe the national character in the 
▼iew of the pagan world. 

25. For circumcirion. Note, John 
m 33. Acts m 8. This was the 
peculiar rite by which the relation to 
the covenant of Abraham was recog- 
nised ; or by which the right to all the 
privileges of a member of the Jewish 
commonwealth was acknowledged. The 
Jews of course affixed a high impor- 
tance to the rite. \ Verily profiteth. 
Is truly a benefit ; or is an advantage. 
The meaning is, that their being re* 
cognised as members of the Jewish 
commonwealth, and introduced to the 
privileges of the Jew^ was an advan- 
tage. See ch. iii. 1, 2. The apostle 
«ras not duposed to deny that they pos- 
sessed this advantage, but he tells them 
•mhy it was a benefit, and how it might 
Isil of conferring any favour. \ If thou 
keep the law. The mere oign can be 
of no value. The mere fact of being 
1 Jew is not what God requires. It 
noay be a fiivour to have his law, but 
the mere possession of the law cannot 
entitle to the fitvour of God. So it is 
1 privilege to be bom in a Christian 
land; to have had pious parents; to 
be amidst the ordinances of religion ; 



\AW, thy circumcision is made 
uncircumcision. 

26 Therefore if • the uncir- 
cumcision keep the righteous- 

cActolOJ4,aS. 

to be trained in Sunday-schools ; and 
to be devoted to God in baptism : for 
all these are favourable circumstances 
for salvation. But none of them en- 
title to the favour of God ; and unless 
they are improved as they should be, 
they may be only the means of inuraas* 
ing our condemnation. 2 Cor. ii. 16. 
Y TViy circumcieion to made uncir* 
eutncinon. Thy circumcision, or. thy 
being called a Jew, is of no value. It 
will not distinguish you from those, 
who are not circumcised. You will be 
treated as a heathen. No external ad- 
vantages, no name, or rite, or ceremo- 
ny will save you. God requires the 
obedience of the heart and of the life. 
Where there is a disposition to render 
that, there t* an advantage, in pottess- 
ing the external means of grace. Where 
that is wanting, no rite or profession 
can ,«ave. This applies vrith as much 
fo^ to those who have been baptized 
in infancy, and to those who have made 
a profession of religioti in a Christiaii 
church, as to the Jew. 

26. Therefore, if the uncircumd" 
eion. If those who are not circumcised, 
£ e. the heathen. % Keep the rig-ht' 
eouoneet of the lav. Keep that which 
the law of Moses commands. It could 
not be supposed that aheathen would 
understand the requirements of th6 ce* 
remonial law ; but reference is had here 
to the moral law. The apostle does 
not expressly affirm^, that this was 
overdone; but he supposes the case, 
to show the true natture and value of 
the rites of the Jews. 1 Shall net Ms 
uncireumdnon. Or, shall the fact 
that he is unciroumcised stand in the 
way of the acceptance of his services 1 
Or, shall he not as certainly and as 
readily be accepted l^ God as if he 
were a Jew 1 Or in oUier words, the 
apostle teaches the doctrine that ao* 
ceptance with God does not depend oa 
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ness of the law, shall not his 
uncircumcision be counted for 
circumcision ? 

27 And shall not uncircumci- 
sion which is by nature, if it ful- 
fil the law, "judge thee, who by 
ttie letter and circumcision dost 
transgress the law ? 

29 For he * is not a Jew which 

a Matt 12.41.42. & Matt.S.9. Jdo.8.39. e.9.6,7. 

Qal.6.l6. RerJt.S. 

a man's external privileges, but on the 
state of the heart and life. \ Be 
counted for circumciaion. Shall he 
not be treated as if he were circum- 
cised ! Shall his being undrcumcised 
be any barrier in the way of his ao« 
ceptance with God 1 The word ren- 
dered " be counted/' is that which is 
commonly rendered to reckon, to im- 
pute ; and its use here shows that the 
Scripture use of the word is not to 
transfeTf or to charge with that which 
is n6t deserved, or not true. It means 
simply that a man shall be treated as 
if it were so ; that this want of circum- 
cision shall be no bar to acceptance. 
There is nothing set over to his ac- 
count; nothing transferred; nothing 
reckoned different from what it is. 
God judges things as they are ; and as 
the man, though uncircumcised, who 
keeps the laV, oug'ht to be treated a« 
if ho had been circumcised, so he who 
believes in Christ agreeably to the di' 
vine promise, and trutts to hit meritt 
alone for salvation, ought to be treated 
ae if he were himself righteous. God 
judges the thing as it is, and treats 
men a^ it is proper to treat Uxem, as 
beinff .^Bidoned and accepted , through 
his Son. 

27. Which is by nature. Which is 
the natural state of man ; his condition 
l)efore he is admitted to any of the pe- 
culiar rites of the Jewish religion. ^ If 
it fulfil the law. If they who are un- 
circumcised keep the law. ^ Judge 
ihee. Condemn thee as guilty. Aawe 
say, the conduct of such a man con- 
demns us. He acts so much .more 



is one outwardly ^ neither is that 
circumcision which is outward 
in the flesh : 

29 But he t^ a Jew, which is 
one inwardly ; and circumcision 
%8 that of the heart, ' in the spi- 
rit, and not in the letter; whose 
praise ** is not of men, but of 
God. 

e Detttl0.16i 30.6. Jer.4.4 PhiU.3. Col.2.11. 
d 2Cor.l0.18. 

consistently and uprightly than we do, 
that we see our guilt. For a similar 
mode of exprescdon, see Matt xii. 4 1 , 42. 
1 Who by the letter, ^. The transla- 
tion here is certainly not happily express- 
ed. It is difficult to ascertain its mean- 
ing. The evident meaning of the ori- 
ginal is, 'Shall not a « heathen man 
who has none of y4iir external privi- 
leges, if he keejps the law, condemn you 
who are Jews ; who, although you have 
the letter and circumcision, aro never- 
theless transgressors of the law?' 
1 The letter. The word leUer pro- 
perly means the mark or character 
from which syllables and words are 
formed. It is also used in the sense 
of writing of any kind (Luke xvi. 6, 7. 
Acts xxviii. 21. Gal. vL 11), particu- 
larly the writings of Moses, denoting, 
by way of eminence, the letter, or the 
writing. Rom. vii. 6. 2 Tim. iii. 15. 

28. For lie is not a Jew, &.C. He 
who IB merely descended from Abra- 
ham, and is circumcised, and externally 
conforms to the biw only, does not pos- 
sess the true character, and manifest 
the true spirit, conten^>lated by the 
separation of the Jewish people. Their 
separation required much more. 1 JVW- 
ther is that circumcision, &c. Nei- 
ther does it meet the full deedgn of the 
rite of circumcision, that it is externally 
performed. It contemplated much more. 
See ver. 29. 

29.- But he is a Jew. He comes up 
to the design of the Jewish institution ; 
he manifests truly what it is to be a 
Jew. ^ Which is one inwardly. Who 
is in heart a Jew. Who hais the true 
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spirit, and fulfils the design of their 
being separated as a peculiar people. 
'i^his passage proves that the dcBign of 
separating them was not merely to per- 
form certain external rites, or to con- 
form to external observances, but to be 
a people holy in heart and in life. It 
cannot be denied that this design was 
not generally understood in the time 
of the apostles ; but it was abundantly 
declared in the Old Testament. Deut. 
vi. 5; X. 12, 13. 20; xxx. 14. Isa. i. 
1 1—80. Mic. vi, 8. Ps. li. 16, 17 ; 1. 7 
— ^23. \ And circumcision 19 that of 
the heart. That is, that circumcision 
which is acceptable to God, and which 
meets the design of the institution, is 
that which is attended with holiness of 
heart; with the cutting ofif of sins; 
and with a pure life. The design of 
circumcision was to be a sign of sepa- 
ration from the heathen world, and of 
consecration to the holy God. And 
this design implied the renunciation 
and forsaking of all sins ; or the cut- 
ting off of every thing that was offen- 
sive to God. This was a work pecu- 
liaily of the heart This design was 
often stated and enforced in the writ- 
ings of the Old Testament. Deut. x. 
1 6, " Circumcise, therefore, the foreskin 
of your heart, and be no more stiff- 
necked.'' Jer. iv. 4. Deut xxx. 6. 
1 In the spirit. This is an expression 
explaining further what he had just 
said. It does not mean by the Holy 
Spiritf but that the work was to take 
place in the soul, and not in the body 
only. It was to be an internal, spirit- 
ual Work, and not merely an external 
service. ^ .^nd not in the letter. That 
b, not only according to the literal, ex- 
ternal command. 1 Whose praisCf 
&c. Whose object is not to secure the 
praise of men. One of the main cha- 
racteristics of the Jews in the time of 
Christ was, a desire to secure honour 
among men, as being exactly scrupulous 
in the performance of all the duties of 
their religion. They prided themselves 
on their descent from Abraham, and 
on their regular conformity to the pre- 
cepts of the law of Moses. Matt iiL 



9; vi. 2. 5. Luke xviii. 10, 11, 12. 
Matt xxiii. 23. 1 JSut of God. " Man 
looketh on the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looketh on the heart" 
1 Sam. xvi. 7. The praise of God can 
be bestowed only on those who con- 
form really, and not externally only, to 
his requirements. 

The remarks which are made hero 
respecting the Jews, are also strictly 
applicable to professing Christians, and 
we may learn, 

1. That the txternal rites of religion 
are of much less importance than the 
state of the heart. 

2. That the only value of those 
rites is to promote holiness of heart 
and life ./ 

3. That the mere &ct that we are 
bom of pious ancestors will not save us. 

4. That the fact that we were dedi- 
cated to God in baptism will not save us. 

5. That a mere profession of reli- 
gion, however orthodox may be our 
creed, will not save us. 

6. That the estimate which men 
may put on our piety is not the pro- 
per measure of our true character and 
standing. 

7. It is fin inexpressible privilege to 
be in possession jof the word of God, 
and to know our duty. It may, if im- 
proved, conduce to our elevation in 
holiness and happiness here,, and to 
our eternal felicity hereafter. 

8. It is also a fearful thing to neg- 
lect the privileges which we enjoy. 
We shall be judged according to the 
light which we have; and it will be 
an awful event to go to eternity from 
a Christian l^nd unprepared. 

9. Whatever may be the, destiny of 
the heathen, it is our duty to make 
preparati>n to meet God. The most 
wicked of the heathen may meet a far 
milder doom than many who are ex- 
ternally moral, or who profess religion 
in Christian lands. Instead, therefore, 
of speculating on what may be their 
destiny, it is the duty of every in^li- 
vidual to be at peace himself with 
God, and to flee from the wrath to 
come. 
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CHAPTER m. 
yUUAT advantage then hath 
the Jew ? or what profit is 
there of circumcision. 

2 Much every way : chiefly^ 



CHAPTER in. 

1. What advantage, Ac. The de- 
sign of the first part of this chapter is to 
answer some of the oljections which 
might be offered by a Jew to the state- 
ments in the last chapter. The Jirst 
objection is stated in this ▼erse. A Jew 
would naturally ask, if the view which 
the apostle had given were correct, 
what peculiar benefit could the Jew 
derive from his religion ? The objec- 
tion would arise particularly from the 
position advanced (ch. iL 25, 26), that 
tf a heathen should do the things re- 
quired by the law, he would be treated 
at if he had been circumcised. Hence 
the question, *' what profit is there of 
circumcision ?" 

2. Much every way. Or, in every 
respect This is the answer of the 
apMtle to the objection in ver. 1. 
t Chiefly, That is, this is the princi- 
pal advantage, and one including all 
others. The mmn benefit of being a 
Jew is, to possess the sacred Scriptures 
and their instructions. ^ Unto them 
were committed. Or were intrusted, 
were confided. The word translated 
**were committed," is that which is 
commonly employed to express faith 
or confidence, audit implied confidence 
in them on the part of God in intrust- 
ing his oracles to them ; a confidence 
which was not misplaced, for no peo- 
ple ever guarded a sacred trust or de- 
posite with more fidelity* than the 
Jews did the sacred Scriptures. ^ The 
oraclet. The wovd oracle among the 
heathen meant properly the answer or 
response of a god, or of some priest 
supposed to be inspired, to an inquiry 
of importance, usually expressed in a 
brief sententious way, and often with 
great ambiguity. The place from which 
such a response was usually obtained 
was also called an 9racle, as the oracle 



because that unto them * were 
committed the oracles of God. 

3 For what if some ^ did not be 
lieve ? Shall their unbelief make 
the faith of God without effect T 

a Dwiti.T .8. * cIMi. BAAS. 

at Delphi, dec These orsicles were fire- 
quent among the heathen, and af&irs of 
great importance were usually submitted 
to them. The word rendered oraclet 
occurs in the New Testament but four 
times, Acts vii.38. Heb. v. 12. 1 Pet iv. 
11. Rom.iiL2. It is evidently here used 
to denote the Scriptures, as being that 
which was tpoken by God, ana par- 
ticularly perhaps the divine promises. 
To possess these was of course ao 
eminent privilege, and included all 
others, as they instructed them in their 
duty, and were their guide in every 
thing that pertained to them in this 
life and the life to come. They con- 
tained, besides, many precious promises 
respecting the future dignity of the na- 
tion in reference to the Messiah. No 
higher fiivour can be conferred on a 
people than to be put in possession of 
the sacred Scriptural. And this fact 
should excite us to gratitude, and lead 
us to endeavour to extend them also to 
other nations. Gomp. Deut iv. 7, 8 
P8.cxlvii. 19,20. 

3. For what if tome did not be- 
Ueve? This is to be regarded as 
another objection of a Jew. *What 
then ! or what follows ? if it be admit* 
ted that some of the nation did not 
believe, does it not follow that the 
faithfulness of God in his promises 
will &il V The points of the objection 
are these : (1.) The apostle had main- 
tained that Uie nation was sinful (ch. 
ii) ; that is, that they had not obeyed 
or believed God. (2.) This, the objector 
foir the time admits or supposes in re- 
lation to tome of them. But, (3.) He 
asks whether this does not involve a 
consequence which is not admissible, 
that God is unfaithful. Did not the 
fact that Grod chose them as his people, 
and entered into covenant with them, 
imply that the Jewa theuU \^ \k^ 
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4 God forbkl ; yea, let G5d 
be true, but every mau a liar ; as 
It 19 written, * 'i'hat thou might- 
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from perdition ? .It was evidently their 
belief that all Jews would be saved, 
and this belief they grounded on his 
covenant with their fathers.. The doc- 
trine of the afiostle (ch« ii.) would 
seem to imply that in certain respects 
they were on a level with the gentile 
nations;' that if they sinned, they 
would be treated jivff like the heathen ; 
and hence they asked of what value 
was the promise of Qoil ? Had it not 
became vain and tiugatory ? ^ Make 
the faith, . The word faith here evi- 
denUy means \!bibfaitf^hiess oir fidelity 
of God to hit promitet, Comp. Matt. 
ziiL 23. 2 Tim. iiL 10. Hos. iL 20. 
1 Of nowe effect. Destroy it ; or pre- 
vent him from fulfilling his promises. 
The meaning of the objection is, that 
tlie fact suppose^ that the Jews would 
become unfaithful and be lost, would 
imply that God had failed to keep his 
promiaes to the nation ; or that he had 
made promises which the result showed 
he was not able to perform. 

4. God forbid, Greek, Let not this 
be. The sense is, let not thiu by any 
means be supposed. This is the an- 
svier of the apostle, showing that no 
such consequence followed . from . his 
doctrines ; «nd that if any such conse- 
quence should follow, the doctrine 
should be at once abandoned,, sind that 
every man, no matter who, should 
be rather esteemed false than God. 
The veracity of God yutas a great 
first principle, which was to.be held, 
whatever might be the consequence. 
This implies that the apostle believed 
that the fidelity of God could be main- 
tained in strict consistency with tbe 
fact that any number cf^ the Jews 
might be found to be unfaithful, and 
be cast oJf. Tho apostle bias not enter- 
ed into an explanation of this, or shown 
bow it could^ be, but it is not difficult 
to understand how it was. The promise 
made to Abraham, and the fathers, was 
not unconditional and absolute, that 

a 



est be justified in thy sayings, 
and inightest overcome when 
tjiou art judged. 



all the Jewfe should be saved. It wa.. 
implied that tbey were to be obedient : 
and that if they were not, they would 
be cast oSL Gen. xviii. 10. Though 
j the apostle has not stated it her?, yel 
he has considered jt at length in another 
part of this epistlC; and showed that it 
was hot only consistent with the origi> 
nal promise that a part of the Jewa 
should be found unfaithful, and be cast 
oSj but that it had' actually occurred 
acc6n]ing to the prophets, ch. x. 16— 
21 ; XI. Thus the Jidelity of God was 
preserved ; at the same time that it waa 
a matter of fact that no ^mall part of 
th<» nation was rejected and lost t L^ 
God be true. Let God be eisteemed true 
and fiuthful, whatever . consequence 
may follow. This was a first principle, 
and should be now, that God should be 
believed to be o God of truth, what- 
ever consequence it . might - involve. 
How happy- would it be, if all men 
would regard thi& ais a fixed principle, 
a matter not to be questioned in their 
hearts, or debated ^tbbut, that God ia 
true to his word ! How much doubt 
and anxiety would.it save professing 
Christians ; and how mu,ch error would 
it save among sinners I Amidst all the 
agitatibns of the world, all conflicts, 
debates, and trials, it would be a fixed 
position where every man might find 
^esti and which would do more than all 
other things to allay the tempests and 
smooth the agitated waves of hurocm 
life. *|/jBm/ every man a liar. Though 
every man and every other opinion 
should be found to be false. Of course 
this. inc!u>!ed the apostle and his rea- 
soning ; ai< ^ the expression is one of 
those which show his magnanimity 
and greatness if soul. It implies that 
every opinion which he and all othen 
held ; every doctrine which had beett 
defended ; should be at once abandoned, 
if it implied that God waa false. It 
was to be assumed as a frst prtncipU 
in alt religion and all reaaoniog, tM 
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if a doctrine impKed tiiat God wts not 

faithful, it was of course a false doc- 
trine. This showed fat firm convic- 
tion that the doctrine which he advanc- 
ed waa strictly in accordance with the 
veracity of the divine promise. What 
a noble principle is thlrt ! How stri- 
kingly illustrative of the humility of 
true piety, and of the confidence which 
true piety places in God ahove all the 
deductions of human reason! And 
if all men were willing to sacrifice their 
opinions when they appeared to impinge 
on the veracity of God ; if they started 
back with instinctive shuddering at the 
very supposition of such a want of fide- 
lity in him ; how soon would it put an 
and to the boastings of error, to the 
pride of philosophy, to lofty dictation 
in religion ! No man with this feeling 
could be for a moment a Universalist ; 
ai^J none could be an infidel. ^ Jiu it 
is vfHUen, Ps. li. 4. To confirm the 
sentiment which he had just advanced, 
and to nhow that it accordisd with the 
spirit of religion as expressed in the 
Jewish writings, the apostle appeals 
to the language of David, uttereid in 
a state of deep penitence for past trans- 
gressions. Of all quotations ever m^de, 
this is one of the most beautiful and 
most happy. David was overwhelmed 
with grief; he saw his' crime to be 
awful; he feared the displeasure of 
God^ and trembled before him. Yet 
he held it ae a fixed, indisputable 
principle that God was rioht. This 
he never once thought of calling in ques- 
tion. He had sinned against God, God 
only ; and he did not once think of call- 
ing in question the fact that God was 
just altogether in rrprtmng him for his 
iin, and in pronouncing against htm 
the sentence of condemnation. % That 
thou mightett be justified* That thou 
mightesi be regarded at just or right; 
or, that it may appear that God is not 
unjust This does''no* mean that Da- 
Tid had sinned against God for the 
turpose of justifjring him, but that 
he now clearly saw that his sin had 
been so directly against him, and so 
•ggiavated, that God waa right in his 
eentsooe of cnndnmnatSmi. t In thy 



myings. In what thob haet mken . 
that is, in thy sentence of condemna' 
tion ; in thy words in relation to this 
offence* It may help us to understand 
this, to remember that the pealm was 
written immediately after Nathan, at 
the command of God, had gone to re- 
prove David for his crime. * (See the 
title of the p«alm.) God, by the month 
of Nathan, had expressly condemned 
David for his crime. To this expres- 
sion of condemnation David doubtlesa 
refers by the expression *' in thy say- 
ings.** See 2 Sam. xiL 7—13. 1 Jind 
mightest overcome. In the Hebrew, 
* mightest be pure*, or mightest be ea- 
teemed pure, or just The word which 
the LXX. and the apostle have ased, 
**mightest overcome," is sometimes used 
with reference to lirigations or trials in 
a court of justice. lie that was accused 
and acquitted, or who was adjudged to 
1^ innocent might be said to overcome, 
or to gain the cause. The exj^ression 
is thus used here. As if there were a 
trial between David and God, God 
would overcome'; that is, would be 
esteemed pure and righteous in his 
sentence condemning the crime of Da- 
vid. ^ fVlten thou art judged, ^he 
Helwew is, -when thou judgeat; that 
is, in thy judgment pronounced on thie 
crime. The Ghreek may also be in the 
middle voice as wel) as the passive, ai«d 
may correspond, therefore, in meaning 
precisely with the Hebrew. ,So the 
Arabic renders it The Syriac fenders 
it, ** when they (i. e. men) shall judge 
thee,** The meaning, as exptOffiod by 
David, is, that God is to be esteemed 
right and just in condemning men for 
their sins,, and that a true penitent^ 
i.^ a man placed in the bast circum- 
stances to form a proper estimate of 
God, will see this, though it should 
condemn himself. The meaning of 
the expression in ^e cotuiexion in 
which Paul oses it *s, that it is to be 
held as a fixed, un'vaveririg principle, 
that. God is right and true, whatever 
consequences it may involve; what- 
ever doctrine it may overthrow; or 
whatever man it may prove to ba a 
Bar. 
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5 But if oui unrighteousneft 
commend the righteousness of 
God, what shall we sayf Is 
God unrighteous, who taketh 

5. Sut if our unri£rhteou9ne99, If- 
onr «»n. The particulat sin which 
bad been specified (ver. 3) was unbe' 
Uef, But the apostle here gives the 
objection a general form. This is to 
be regarded as an- objection which » 
Jew might make. The force of it is 
this^ (1.) It had be^n conceded that 
some. bad not believed; that is» had 
sinned. (2.) But God was true to his 
promises. Notwithstanding their sm, 
God*8 character waa the same. Nay, 
(3.) /» the very midst of tin, tind as. 
one of the retulfo of il, the character 
of God as a just Being,«hone out illus- 
triously.^^ The question then was, (4.) 
If his glory , resulted from it; if the 
effect of all was to thovf that his cha-^ 
racier was pure ; how could he punish 
that sin from which his own glory re- 
sulted ? And this js a question which 
is often aaked by pinners. ^ Commend, 
Recommend ; show forth; render illus- 
trious. 5 The righteousness of God, 
His just and holy charact^. This was 
the effect on David's mind, that he saw 
more clearly the justice of God in bis 
threatemngs against sin, in consequence 
of his own transgression. And if this 
effect followed, if honour was thus 
done to tjrodj the question wai, how 
he could consistently punish that which 
toided to promots his own glory 1 
1 H'hat shall we say? What fol- 
lows 1 or, what is the inference ? This 
is a mode of speech as if the objector 
hesitated about expressing an inference 
which would seem to follow, but which 
was horrible in its character. ^ Is God 
unrighteous? The meaning of this 
would be better expressed thus : 'is 
not God unrighteous . in punishing 1 ' 
Does it not follow that if God is ho< 
Doured by sin, that it would be wrong 
for him to inflict punishment T' 1 Who 
taketh vengeance^ . The meaning of 
this is simply, wAo inflicts punishment. 
The idea of ve/i^eance is not 



vengeance? (I speak as 
man.) 

6 God forbid : for then how • 
shall God judge the world ? 
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rily in the original (o^Nr). It is com* 
monly Tendered -wraths but it often 
means simply ^vm'Mmen/, without any 
reference to the state of the mind of 
him who inflicts it. Matt. iii. 7. Luke 
iii. 7; xxi. 23. Johh iil 36. Note, 
Rom. L J8; iv. 16. ^ / speak as a 
man* I speak after the manner of 
m^. I speak as appears to be. the 
cane to human view ; or as would 
strike the ^human mind. It does not 
mean that the language was audi as 
Tticked men were accustomed to use; 
but that the objeptor expressed a senti- 
ment which to human view would 
seem to. follow ^om what bad been 
said» This I regard as the laiiguage 
of- an objector. It implies a degree of 
reverence for the character of God, and 
a seeming unwillingness to state an 
objection which seemed to be dishoo 
nourable to God, but which neverthe- 
less pressed itself so strong on the 
mind as to appear irresistible. No way 
of stating ,the objection could have 
been more artful or impressive. 

6. Godfirbid, Note, v^r. 4. t For 
tfien» If it be admitted that it would 
be unjust for God to inflict punishment. 
5 /few shaU God, dec How will it be 
right or consistent for him to judge the 
world. ^ Judge. To ^Mc^e implies 
the pombility and the correctness of 
condemtiing the i^ilt^.; for if it were 
not right to condemn them, judgment 
would be a. farce. This does not mean 
that God would condemn all the world ; 
but that the fiict oi judging men im- 
plied the possibility and pruf riety of 
condemning those who .were guilty. It 
is remarkably that the apostle does not 
attempt to exphiin ho-w. it could be 
that God could take occasion from the 
sins of men to promote his glory ; nor 
does he even admit the &ct; but ^ 
meets directly the objection To un* 
derstand the forde jbf his answer, it 
nMut be^ remembered that it was an 
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sepulchre ; m ith their tongues 
they have used dr.ceit ; the poi- 
son * of asps ia under their 
lips. 

14 Who?e mouth * t« full of 
curbing and bitterness. 
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their promises, 6Cc, they have been false, 
iresrUerous, und upfaithful. ^ The 
poitun of asps. This is taken literally 
from the Septuagint of Ps. cxl. 3. The 
a»pt or adder, is a species of serpent 
whose poison is. of such active opera- 
tion that it kills almost the instant that 
it penetrates, and that without remedy, 
[t is small, and commonly lies conceal- 
ed, often in the tand in a road, and 
strikes the traveller before he sees it. 
[t id found chiefly in Egypt and Ly- 
bia. It is said by ancient writers that 
the celebrated Cleopatra, rather than 
be carried II captive to Rome by Au- 
gustus, suffered an asp to bite her in 
the arm, by which she soon died. The 
precise species of serpent which i^ here 
meant by the psalmist, however, can- 
not be ascertained. AU that is neces- 
sary to understand the passage b, that 
it refers to. a serpent whose bite was 
deadly, and rapid in its execution. 
^ /* under their lips. The poison of 
the serpent is contained in a small bag 
which is concealed at the root of the 
tooth. When the tooth is struck into 
the flesh, the poison is pressed out, 
through a smiall hole in the tooth, into 
the wound. Whether the psalmist was 
arquaintecl with that fact, or referred to 
it, cannot be known: his words do not 
of necessity imply it The sentiment 
Is, that as the poison of the asp is 
rapid, certain,8preading quickly through 
the system, and producing death; so 
the words of the slanderer are deadly, 
pestiferous, quickly destroying the re- 
putation and happiness of man. They 
are as subtle, as insinuating, and as 
deadly to the reputation, as the poison 
of the adder is to the body. Wicked 
men, in the Bible are often compared 
to serpents. > Matt, xxiil 33. Gen. xlix. 
\1, 



. 15 Their feet • art swift to 
shed blood : 

16 Destruction and misery ar^ 
in their ways : 

17 And the way of peacp 
have they not known : 
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U. Whose mouth, Ps. x. 7. The 
apostle has not quoted this literally, but 
has given the sense. David in the 
psalm is describing his bitter cnenues. 
1 Cursiiiff* Reproachful and oppro- 
brious language, such as Shimei used 
in relation to David. 2 Sam. xvi. 5. 7, 
8. 1 Bitterness, In the psalm, de- 
ceits. The wotii- bitterness is used to 
denote^ severity, han^hness, cruelty ; re- 
proachful and malicious words. 

15. Their feet^ &c. The quotation 
in this and the two following verses, ia 
abridged or condensed frdm Isa. lix. 7, 
8. The expressions occur in the midst 
of a descri{)tion of the character of the 
nation in the time of the prophet. The 
apostle has selected a few expressions 
out of many, rather making a reference 
to the entire passage, th^n a formal 
(quotation. The expression, " their feet 
are swifl," &c. denotes the eagerness 
of the nation to commit crime, particu- 
larly deeds of injustice and cruelty. 
They thirsted for the blood of inno- 
cence, and hasted to shed it, to~ gratify 
their malice, or to satisfy their ven* 
geance. 

.16. Destruction, That is, they 
cause the destruction or the ruin of the 
reputation, happiness, and peace of 
Others. 5 J^Usery, Calamity, ruin. 
\ In their -ways. Wherever they go. 
This is a sinking description not only 
of the wicked then^ but of all times. 
The tendency of fheir conduct is to 
destroy the virtue, happiness, and peace 
of all with whom they come in con- 
tacU ' 

17. And the way of peace &c. 
What tends to promote their own hap- 
piness, or that of others, they dp not 
regard. Intent on their plans of* evil, 
they do not know or regard that which 
is fitted to promote the welfiue of them* 
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19 There • is no fear of God 19 Now we kncwi thai what 
before iheir eyes. things soever the iaw saith, it 
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all who are aelGah, mil who Hek-M 
gsin their own purpoaes of crima ui<i 

IB. Thtrc i, na fear of God. P* 
mvi. 1, Tbe word /ear bero denote! 
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's that tbe; are not 
RjLhheld from the commisaion of ini- 
qililj by any regard U} the fear or fa- 
Tuur of God. Tbe only thing that 
will be efiectual in restiaining men 
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In regard to theae 
the Old Teslament, tie aa.i make the 
following remailu. (1.) Tbey fully 
fi^tsblish tbe poeiLion of the apoNle. 
that lixe nation, aa BUch, waa iki from 
bring rigbteoua, oi tbat they couM he 
juatilied by their own vorks. Ey quo- 
Litiona from no leaa than aii dietlncl 
places in their own writinga. referring 
tu dilFerent peiioda of their biitory, he 
tliows what the character of the nation 
was. And la this waa Hie cbaracteria- 
tic of those timea, it £>lloned tbat a 
Jew could not hope to bo aaved aimplj 
becauas he vai a Jfa. He needed, 
Ai muu-h aa Iha Genlile, tbe benefit of 
1. (S.) Tbe« 
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Ancient lacta, and qnotadon* of Scrip- 
ture, ihrrelbre, are to be uUuccd u 
proofa of Ihe tendency af hvmaa ua- 
lure. SoPaul used ihem ; iikl «o it ii 
lawful for u> to u«e them. (8.) It may 
be observed furlber, that the apoatle hai 
given a view of human depravity which 
ia very atrilung. He doea not confine 
it to one (acuity of the mind, or to one 
aet of action*; he ipetifei each mem- 
ber and each faculty a« being perverte, 
and inclined to evil. The depravity 
extends to all the department! of ac- 
tion. Tbe toBfiie, *ho motirA, the 
feel, the lipt, are alt involved In it; all 
are perveited, and il' ' 
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la how to uaa tl 
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. and the (acta of ancient 
They are to be adduced n^ 
inir ilireellg what the chargf 



'iiiiiBiancva, ui uju,' 
ut different per)» 



the painful 
deacription eitenda to every deparlmeni 
of action. (4.) If aueh was the cha- 
racter of tbe Jeoiab nadon under all 
its advantagea, what JDUat have been 
the character of (he headien 1 We are 
prepared thus to credit all thai is said 
in cb. L and elaenbere, uf the sad stale 
of ihe pagan world. (&.) What a 
melancholy view we have thoa of hu- 
man nature. From. whatever quailei 
we contemplate it, we come to the 
wma conduaion. Whatever record we 
eiamine; whatever bistoiy we read; 
whatever time or period we conwm- 
jhte ; we find the same beta, and are 
f- <i to the same condueion. All 
solved in sin. and are polluted. 
lined, and helpleaa. Ovei' iheie 
.ve should sit down and weep. 
.1 our eye* with gratitude to the 
. mercy, tbaii he has pitied us in 
■« eatale, and haa deyised a plan 
■ built 
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rorfeitad " glory, honour, and im- 

. JVta Tce knav. We all admit. It 
conceded, plain point. 1 Wtal 
i«-i tSffver. Whether givan aa pfr 
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saitli to tiiein who are under the 
law ; that every * mouth may be 
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cepts, or recorded as historical facts. 
Whatever thingv are found in the law. 
5 The law Moith, This meabs here 
evidently the Old Testament From 
that the apostle had heen drawing his 
arguments, and his train of thought 
requires us here to understand the 
whole of the Old Testament by this. 
The same principle applies, however, 
to all law, that it speaks only to those 
to whom it is expressly given. 1 It 
taith to them, dtc. It speaks to them 
for whom it was expressly intended ; 
to them for whom the law was made. 
The apostle makes this remark in order 
to (jrevent vthe Jew from , evading the 
force of his conclusion. He had brought 
proofs from their- own acknowledge<i 
laws, from wriUngs given expressly 
for them, and which recorded their 
own history, and which they admitted 
to be divinely inspired. These proofs, 
therefore,they could not evade. 1 That 
every mouth may be stopped. This 
is, perhaps, a proverbial expression. Job 
V. 15. Ps. cvii. 42. It denotes that 
they would be thoroughly convinced ; 
that the argument would be so conclu- 
sive as that they would have, nothing to 
reply ; that all objections would be 
silenced. Here it denotes that the 
argument for the depravity of the Jews 
from the Old Testament was sb^ clear 
and satisfactory^ that nothing could be 
alleged in reply. This may be regarded 
as the cohcliuion of his whole argu- 
ment, and the expressions may refer, 
not to the Jews only, but to all the 
world. Its meaning may, perhaps, be 
thus expressed,^ *The Gentiles are 
proved guilty by their own deeds, and 
by a violation of the laws of nature. 
Theif sin against their own conscience ; 
and have thus been shown to be guilty 
before God (ch. i.}. The Jews have aUo 
been shown to be guilty'; all their ol)- 
jections have befin silenced by an in- 
dependent train of remark ; by appeals 
to thar onvh law ; by arguments drawn 
from the authority which they admit 



stopped, and all ^e world may 
become * guilty before God. 

t or, tutjm* to thtjudgmtnt of God. 

Thus the mouths of both are stopped. 
Thu^ the whole world becomes giiiity 
before God.' I regard, therefore, the 
word'*Ma^' here(7ir9e) as referring, not 
particularly to the argument from the 
law of the Jews, but to the whole pre 
viout train of argument, embracing 
both Jews ana Gentiles. His conclu- 
sion is thus general or universal, 
drawn from arguments adapted to the 
two great divisions of mankind. ^ ^nd 
all the world. Both Jews and Gentiles, 
for so the strain of the argument sliowfi. 
That is, all by nature ; all who are dut 
of Christ; all who are hot pardoned. 
All are guilty where there is not some 
scheme contemplating forgiveness, and 
which is not applied to purify them. 
The apostle in all this argument speaks 
of what man is, and ever woiild be, 
without some plan of justification ap^ 
pointed by God. 5 May become. May 
be. They are .not made guilty by the 
law ; but the argument from (he law, 
and from fact, proves that they are 
guilty. ^ Guilty before God, vTrUoi&t 
Tw QCn Margin; subject to the judg' 
ment of God. The phrasse is taken from 
courts of justice. It is applied to a man 
who has not vindicated or defended 
himself; against whom theirefore the 
charge or the indictment is found true ; 
arid who is in consequence subject to 
punishment The idea is that of sub* 
jection to punishment ; but al-wayt 
because the man personally deserves 
It, and because being unable to vindi- 
cate himself, he ought to be punished, 
ft is never' used to denote simply an 
obligation to punishment, but with 
reference to the fact that the punish* 
ment is personally deserved. Thi^ 
word, rendered guilty, is notelsewherve 
used in tlie New Testament, Uor i& it 
found in the Septuag^nt The argu- 
meiU of the apostle here shows, (1.) 
That in order to guilt, there must be a 
law, either that of nature or by revela- 
tion (ch. i. ii. iii.) ; and, (2.) That in 
order to guilt, there must be a vlolatioD 
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20 Therefore • by the deeds 
of the law there shall no flesh 
be justified in his sight : for by 

of that law which may be charged on 
them as individuals, and for which they 
are to be held personally responsible. 

20. Bif the deedt of the law. By 
works ; or by such deeds as the law 
requires. The woril laio has, in the 
Scriptures, a great variety of signi- 
ficationa. Its strict and proper mean> 
ing is, a rule of conduct, prescribed 
by superior authority. The course of 
reasoning in these chapters shows the 
sense in which the apostle uses it here. 
He intendseVidently to apply it to those 
rule9 or laws hv which the Jews and 
Gentiles pretended to frame their lives ; 
and to affirm that men could be justi* 
fied by no conformity to those laws. 
He had shown (ch. L) that tlie liea- 
then, the entire gentile tvorld^ had vio- 
lated the laws of nature ; .the rules of 
virtue made known to them by reason, 
tradition, and conscience. He had shown 
the same (ch. ii. iiL) in respect to the 
Jews. They had equally failed in ren- 
dering obedience to their law. In both 
these cases the reference was, not to 
ceremonial or rituul laws, but to the 
moral law ; whether that law was made 
known; by reason or by revelation. The 
apostle had not been discussing the 
question whether they had yielded 
obedience to iheir ceremonial law, but 
whether they had been found Ao/y, i. 6.. 
whether they had obeyed the moral 
law. The conclusion was, that in all 
this they had failed, and that therefore 
they could not be -justified by that law. 
That the apostle did not intend to 
speak of external works only is apoa- 
rent; for he all along charges them 
with a want of conformity of the heart 
DO less than with a. want of conformity 
of the Ufe. See ch. i. 26. 29—31 ; \L 
28, 29. The conclusion is therefore a 
general one, that by no law, made known 
either by reason, conscience, tradition, 
or revelation, couljl man be justified ; 
that there was no form of obedience 
which eoobl be randered, that would 



the law 18 the knowledge of sin. 

2 1 But now the righteousness 

of God without the law is niani* 



justify men in the sight of a holy 
God. ^ There thall no Jleth. No 
man ; • no human being, either among 
the Jews or the Gentiles. It is a strong 
expression, denoting the absolute uni* 
versality of his conclusion. See Note 
on dh. i. 3. Be jtutijied. Be regard* 
ed.and treated as righteoos. None 
shall be esteemed as having kept the 
law, and as being entitled to the re- 
wards of obedience. SeeNbte,ch. i. 17. 
1 In hit tight. Before him. God sits 
as. a Judge to determine the diaracters 
of men, and he shall not adjudge any 
to h>ve kept the law. ^ i^or by the 
law. That is by all law. The con- 
nexion shows that this is the sense. 
Law is a rule of action. The effect of 
applying a rule to our conduct is to 
show us what sin is. The meaning 
of the apostle clearly is, that the appli- 
cation of a law to try our conduct, in- 
stead of being a ground of justifica- 
tion, will be merely to show us our 
own sinfulness and departures from 
duty. A man may est^m himself to 
be very right and correct, until he com- 
pares himself with a ipole, or law ; so 
whether the Gentiles compared their 
conduct with their laws of reason and 
conscience, or the Jew his with his 
-written law, the effect would be to 
show them how far they had departed. 
The more closely and faithfully it 
should be applied, the more they would 
see it So far from being justified by 
it, they would be more and more con- 
demned. Comp. Rom. vii. 7 — 10. The 
same is the case now. This is the way 
in which a sinner is converted ; and 
the more closely and faithfully the law 
is preached, the more will it condemn 
him, and show him that he needs some 
other plan of solvation. 

21. B%u now. The apostle, having 
shown the entire failure of all attempts 
to be justified by the /aw, whether 
among Jews or Gentiles, proceeds to 
state fully the plan of jumfication W 
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festedy being witnessed by the 
law * and tlie prophets ; 

Jeeus Christ in the gospel. To do this, 
WM ihe main design of the epistle, ch. 
i. 17. He makes, therefore, in the 
dose of this chapter, an explicit state- 
ment of the nature of the dostrine; 
and in the following parts of the epis- 
tle he fully proves it, and illustrates its 
effects. ^ The riffhteouaaesa of Go<i. 
God*8 plan of justifying men. See 
Note, ch. i. 17. 1 Without the law. 
In a way different from personal obe- 
dience to the law. It does not mean 
that God abandoned bis law ; oT that 
Tesus Christ did not regard the law, 
for he came to " magnify" it (Isa. xlii. 
21); or that sinners after they are 
justified have no regard to the law; 
but it means simply what the apostle 
had been endeavouring to show, that 
justification could not be accomplished 
by pertonat obedience to any law of. 
Jew or Gentile, and that it must be 
accomplished in some other way. 
^ Being witnessed. Being borne wit- 
ness 10. It was not a new doctrine; 
it was found in the Old Testament 
The apostle makes this observation 
with special reference to the Jews. He 
does not declare any new thing, but 
that which was fully declared in their 
own sacred writings. ^ J^y the law. 
l^his expression here evidently denotes, 
as it did commonly among the Jew?, 
the five books of Moses. , And the 
apostle means to say that this doctrine 
was found in those books; not that it 
was in the ten commandments, or in 
the /aw, strictly so called. It is notf a 
part of lav to declare justification ex- 
cept by strict and perfect obedience. 
That it was found in those books, the 
apostle shows by the case of Abraham, 
ch. iv. S^e also his reasoning on Lev. 
xviii. 5, and Deut. xxx. 12-^14, in 
Rom. X. 6 — P. Comp. Ex. xxxiv. 6, 7. 
^ .^nd the prophets. Generally, the 
remainder of the Old Testament The 
phrase * the law and the prophets* com- 
l^ehended the whole of the Old Testa- 
ment Maa V. 17; xi. 13; xzil 40. 



22 Even t:ie Hghtepusne^s of 
God, which is by faith ** of Jesus 

b c.5.1,&e. 

Acts xiii. 15; zxviii. 23., That this 
doctrine was contained in the prophets* 
the apoBtl« showed by the passage quot* 
ed from Hah. ii. 4, in ch. i. 17, "Tlie 
just shall live by faiths'' The same 
thing he showed in ch. x. 11, from Isa. 
xxviii. 16; xlix. 23; and ch. iv. 6 — S," 
from Ps. xxxU- The, same thing is 
fully (aught in Isa. liii. 1 1. t>an. ix. S4« 
Indeed, the general tenor of the Old 
Testament — the' appointment of eeacri- 
fices, &c. taught that man was a sin- 
ner, and that he eould not be justified 
by obedience to the moral law. 

22. Even the righteousness ofQod. 
The apostle, having stated that tlie de- 
sign of the gospel was to reveal a new 
plan of becoming juSt in the sig^t of 
God, proceeds here more fully to ex- 
plain it The explanation n^hich he 
oliers, makes it plain' that the phrase so 
often used by him, ** righteousness of 
Crod,'* does not refer to an attribute of 
God, but to hi.4 pidn of making men right- 
eous. Here he says that it is by faith 
in .Tesus Christ; but surely an attribute 
of God is not pto<1uced by faith in Je> 
sus Christ. It means God's mode of 
regarding men as righteous through 
their belief in Jesus Christ ^ By 
faith of Jesus Christ. That is, by 
faith in Jesus Christ Thus the ex- 
pression, Mark xi. 22, *' Have the &ith 
of God" {margin) t means^ have faith 
in God.. So Acts iii. 16, the." faith 
of his name*' ( Oreek\ means, faith in 
his name. So Gal. ii. 20, the " faith 
of the Son of God" means, faith in the 
Son of God. This cannot mean that 
faith is the meritorious cause of salva- 
tion, but that/it is the instrument or 
means by which we become justified. 
It is the state of nnndf or condition of 
the heart, to which God has been 
pleased to promise justification. (On 
the nature of faith see Note, Mark x vi. 
16.) God has promised that they who 
believe in Cirist shall \)e pardoned and 
saved. . This is hik plan in distinction 
from the plan of those who seek to hf 
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Christ, unto all. and upon all 
them that believe: for there is 
no (lifference; 

23 For all " have sinned, and 

justified by works. <| C/nfp aU and 
upan alL It is eyident that these ex- 
pressions are designed to be emphatic, 
but wh^; both are used is not very ap-' 
parent. Many have supposed that there 
was no essential difference in the mean- 
ing If there be a ^lifference, it is pro^ 
bably this : the firA expression, ** unto 
air' («ic nrarratc), may denote that this 
plan of justification has come (^Luther) 
unto all men, to J^ws and Gentiles; 
i. e. that it has been provided for them, 
and ofiered to ihem. without distinction. 
The plan was ample for all, was fitted 
for all, was equally necessary for all, 
and was offered to all. The second 
phrase, *Vupon all*' ( ?ri ^ArTotc), may 
be designed to guard against the sup- 
position that all therefore would be 
benefited by it,- or be saved by the 
mere fiict that the announcement had 
come to all. The apostle adds, there- 
fore, that the benefits of this plan must 
actually com9' upon all, or must be ap- 
plied to all, if they would be justified. . 
They could not be justified merely by 
the fact that the plan was provided, 
and that the knowledge of it had come 
to all, but by their actually coming un- 
del- this plan, and availing themselves 
of it Perhape there is reference in 
the last expression, **upon all," to a 
robe, or garment, that is placed upon 
one to bide his nakedness, or sin. 
Comp. Isa. Ixtv. 6, al^ Phil. iii. 9. 
^ For there i> no difference. That is, 
there is no difierence in regard to the 
matter under discussion. The apostle 
does not mean to say that there is no 
difference in regard to the talents, dis- 
positions, education, and property of 
men ; but there is no distinction in re- 
gard to the way in which they must be 
justified. All must be saved, if saved 
at all, in the same mode, whether Jews 
or Gentiles, bond or free, rich or poor, 
learned or ignorant None can be 
saved by wqcks; and aU are therefora 
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come short of ttie glory of God ; 
24 Being justified freely by 
his grace through the reden»p- 
tion that is in Christ Jesus : 



dependent on the mercy of God in Je- 
sus Christ 

23. For all have tinned. This was 
the point which he had fully establish- 
ed in the discussion in these chapters. 
1 Have come short. Greek, .^re deji- 
cient in regard to ; are wanting, £c. 
Here it means, that they had failed to 
obtaiti, or were destitute of. ' ^ Th^ 
glory of God. The praise or approba- 
tion of God. They had sought to be 
justifiedror approvedyby God^i hut all 
had failed. Their works of the law 
had not secured his approbation y and 
they were therefore under condemna^ 
tion. The woxd glory i^i^at) is often 
used in the sense oi praisCf or appro' 
batiofu John v. 41.44; vii. 18; viii. 
60. 64.; xii. 43. 

24. Being jvMtiJied. Being treated 
as if righteous ; that is, being regarded 
and treated as if they had kept the law. 
The apostle has shown that they could 
not be so regarded and treated by any 
merit of their own, or by personal obe- 
dience to the law. He now affirms 
that if they were so treated, it must be 
by mere favour, and as.a matter not of 
right, but of gift. This is the Essence 
of the gospel. And to show this, and 
the way in which it is done, is the 
main design of this epistle. The ex- 
pression here is to be understood as re- 
ferring to all who are justified, ver. 32. 
The rij^hteousness of God by faith in 
Jesus Christ is " upon all who believe," 
who are all ^'justified freely by his 
grace." \ Freely (/ai^cdr). This word 
stands opposed to that which is pur- 
chased, or which is obtained by labour, 
or which is a matter of claim. It is a 
fr^t undeserved gift, not merited by 
our obedience to the law, and not that 
to which we have any claim. Tho 
apostle uses the word here in reference 
to those who are justified. To them 
it is a mere undeserved gift It does 
n,ot mean that it has been ybtained, 
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25 Whom God hath ' set forth 
to be 2l propitiation through faith 
in his blood, to declare his right- 
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QowAver, without any price or merit 
from any one, for the Lord Jesas has 
purchased it with his own blood, and 
to htm it b««ome8 a matter of justice 
tha^ those who were given to him 
should be justified. 1 Cor. vi. 20 ; vii. 
23. 2 Pet ii. 1. 1 Pet ii. 9 (Greek). 
Acts XX. 28.. Isa. liii. 11. IVe have no 
offering to bring, and no:daim. To us, 
therefore, it is entirely a matter of gift 
1 Btf hit grace. By his favour ? by 
his mere undeserved mercy. See Note, 
ch. i. 7. 1 Through the redemption 
(/id TK d^roM/T^^^MK). The word used 
here occurs but ten times in the New 
Testament Luke xxi. 28. Rom. iii. 24 ; 
viii. 23. 1 Cor. i. 30. Eph. i. r. 14 ; 
iv. 30. Col. i. 14. Heb. ix. 15; xr. 35. 
Its root (\wT{cr, lutron) properly de- 
notes the price which is paid for a pri- 
soner of war ; the ransom, or stipulated 
purchase-money, which being paid, the 
captive is set free. The word here 
used is then employed to denote libera- 
tion from bo^idage, captivity, or evil of 
any kind, usually keeping up the idea 
of a price^ or a ransom paidj in conse- 
quence of which the delivery in effected. 
It is sometimes used, in a large sense, 
to denote simple deliverance bt/ any 
meant, without reference to a price 
paid, us in Luke xxi. 28. Rom. viii. 23. 
Eph. i. 14. That this is not the sense 
here, however, is apparent For the 
a|H>st!e in the next verse proceeds to 
specify the price which has been paid, 
or the means by which this redemption 
has been efiected. The ytar^ here de- 
notes that deliverance from tin, and 
from the evil consequences of sin, 
which has been efiected by the onering 
of Jesus Christ as a propitiation, ver. 
25. 1 That i> ir Christ Jentts. Or, 
that has been efiected by Christ Jceus : 
that of which he is the author and pro- 
curer. Comp. John iii. 16. 

25. Whom Ood hath set forth. Mar- 
\ Fore^rdamtd ()i)»ei9m). The 



eousness for the ■ remission of 
sins that are past, througii the 
forbearance of God ; 
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word propAly means, to place in pub' 
lie view; to exhibit in a conspicuous 
situation, as goods are exhibited or ex- 
posed for sale, or as premiums or Fe* 
wards of victoiy were exhibited to pub- 
lic view in the games of the Greeks. 
It sometimes has the meaning of de- 
creeing,^ purposing, or constituting^, 
as in the margin (comp. Rom. i« 13. 
Eph. i. 9) ; and many have supposed 
that this is its meaning here. But the 
connexion seems to require the usual 
signification of the word'; and it means 
that God has publicly exhibited Jesut 
Christ as a propitiatory sacrifice for the 
sins of men. This public exhibition 
was made by his being offered on the 
cross, in the face of angels and of men. 
It was not concealed; it was done 
openly. He was put to open shame ; 
and 80 put to death as to attract to- 
wards the scene the eyes of anp«*>». and 
of the inhabitants of all worlds. ^ To 
be a propitiation (i\ae^*»ig«or). I'his 
word occurs but in one other place in 
the New Testament Heb. ix. 5, ** And 
over it (the ark) the cherubim of gloiy 
shadowing the mercy-seat." It is used 
here to denote the lid or cover of the 
ark of the covenant It was made of 
^old, and over it were the cherubim. 
In this sense it is oflen used by the 
LXX. Ex. XXV 17, "And thou shalt 
make a propitatoiy (ikntc^^icf) of 
gold." 18, 19, 20. 22; xxx. 6; xxxi. 
7; XXXV. 1 1 ; xxxvii. 6, 7, 8, 9; xl. 18. 
Lev. xvu 2. 13. The Hebrew name 
for this was capphoreth, from the verb 
caphar, to cover', or conceal. It was 
from this place that God was repie- 
sented as speaking to the children of 
Israel. Ex. xxv. 22, ** And I Will speak 
to thee from above the Ilasterion** the 
propitiatory, the mercy-seat Lev. xvi. 
2, *«For I will appear in the cloud 
upon the mercy-seat" This seat, or 
cover, was covered with the smoke of 
the incense* when the high-prisst sn* 
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tered the vuwt holy place. Lev. xvi. 13. 
And the bluod of the bullock offered on 
Che great day of atonement, was to be 
sprinkled ** upon the mercy>seat," and 
" before the mercy-seat" ** seven times." 
Lev. xvi. 14, 15. This sprinkling or 
oiierir>g of bloud waa called making 
"an atonement for Uie^boly place be^^ 
cause of the undeanness of the children 
of Israel/' dec. Lev. xvL 16. It was 
from this mere; -seat that God pro- 
nounced pardon, or expressed himself 
as reconciled to his people. The atone- 
ment was made, the blood was sprink- 
led, and the reconciliation thus effected. 
The name was thus given to that cover 
of the ark, because it was the place 
from which God declared himself re- 
conciled to his people.. Still the in- 
quiry is, why is this name given to 
Jesus Christ? In what sense is he 
declared to be a propitiation? It is 
evident that it cannot be applied to 
him in any literal sense. Between the 
golden cover of the ark of. the cove- 
nant and the Lord Jesus the analogy 
mutt be very slight, if any. Such 
analogy can be perceived. We may 
observe, however, (1.) That the main 
ideaj in regard to the cover of the 
ark called the mercy-seat, was that of 
God*8 being reconciled to his people ; 
and that this is the main idea in regard 
to the Lord Jesus,, whom ** God hath 
set forth.'* (2.) This reconciliation 
was effected then by the sprinkling of 
blood on the mercy-seat Lev. xvi. 16, 
1 6. The same is true of the Lord Je- 
sus — ^by blood. (3.) In the fonqer 
case it was the blood of atonement; 
the offisring of the bullock on the great 
(lay of atonement, that the reconcilia- 
tion was effected. Lev. xvi. 17, 18. 
In the case of the Lord Jesus it was 
also by blood ; by ihe blood of atone- 
ment. But it was by his ovm blood. 
This the apostle distinctly states in this 
verse. (4.) In the former case there 
was a tacrifice, or expiatory offering ; 
and so it i» iu reconciliation by the 
Lord Jesus.. In the former, the mercy- 
«at was the visible, declared place 
where God would express his reconci- 
^on with nie people. So in the Ut- 



ter, the offering of the' Lord Jesus ife 
the manifest and open way by which 
God will be reconciled to men. (5.) In 
the former, there was joined the idea 
of a tacrifice for sin. Lev. xvi. So 
in the latter. And hence the main 
idea of the apostle here is to convey 
the idea of a tacrifice for tin ; or to 
set forth the Lord Jesus as such a sa^ 
orifice. Hence the word *< propitia- 
tion" in the original may express the 
idea of a propitiatory aacrifice^M well 
as the cover to the ark. 'i*he word is 
an adjective, and may be joined to the 
noun tacrifice f as well as to denote the 
mercy-seat of the aric. This meaning 
accords also with its classic meaning 
to denote a propitiatory offerings or 
an offering to produce reconciliation. 
Christ is thus represented, not at a 
mercy-seat, whic^ would he unintelli- 
gible ; but as the medium, the offering, 
the expiation, by which reconciliation 
is produced between God and man. 
If Throng-h faith. Or by means o( 
faith. The oflSering will be of no avail 
without faith. The offering has been 
made ; but it will not be applied, ex- 
cept where there is faith. He has made 
an offeritig which may be efiicacions in 
putting away sin ; but it produces no 
reconciliation, no pardon, except where 
it b accepted by ^ith. i In hit blood. 
Or in his death—his bloody death 
Among the Jews, the blood was re- 
g^ed' as the seat of life, or vitality. 
Lev. xvii. 11, "The life of the flesh is 
in the blood." Hence they were com- 
manded not to eat blood. Gen. ix. 4, 
'* But flesh with the life thereof, which 
is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat" 
Lev. xix. 26. Deut xii. 93. 1 Sam. xiv. 
34* This doctrine is contained uni- 
formly in the sacred Scriptures. And 
it has been also the opinion of not a 
few celebrated physiologists, as well in 
modem as in ancient times. The same 
was the opinion of the aftcient Pai^- 
sees and Hindoos. Homer thus often' 
speaks of blood as the aeat of life, as in 
the expression m^^f OsarsiTcr.or purple 
death. And Virgil speaks of purple life, 

Purpuream vomit ille animanu 
^ JSfiui/,ix.M 
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Gmpedocl^ and Cntias among the 
Greek philosophers also embraced this 
opinion. Among the moderns, Harvey, 
to whom we are indebted for a know- 
ledge of the circulation of the blood, 
fully believed it Hoffman and Huz- 
ham believed it Dr. John Hunter has 
fully adopted the belief, and sustained 
iU as he supposed, by a great variety 
of considerations.- See Good's Book 
of Nature, pp. 102. 108,^ Ed. New 
York, 182S. This was undoubtedly 
the doctrine of the Hebrews ; and hence 
with them to shed the blood was a 
phrase signifying to kill; hence the 
efficacy of their sacrifices was sup- 
posed to consist in the blood, that is, in 
the life of the victim. Hence it was 
unlawful to eat it, as it were the life, 
the seat of vitality ; the more immediate 
and direct gift of God. When there- 
fore the blood of Christ is spoken of 
in the. New Testament, it means the 
offering of his life as a sacrifice, ox 
his deathws an expiation; His life was 
given to make atonement. See the 
word blood thus used in Rom. v. 9. 
Eph. i. 7. Col. i. U. Heb. ix. 12. 14; 
jiii. 12. Rev. i. 5. 1 Pet i. 19. 1 John i. 
7. By faith in his death as a sacrifice for 
sin ; by believing that he took our. sins ; 
that he died in our place; by tlius, in, 
some sense, making his offering. our% ; 
by approving' it, loving it, embracing 
it, trusting it, our sins Jjecome- pardon- 
ed, and our souls made pure. % To 
declare (lip Ws^). For the ptirpose 
of showing, or exhibiting ; to present 
it to man. Tiie meaning is, that the 
plan was adopted ; the. Saviour was 
given ; he suffered and died : and. the 
scheme is proposed to men, for the 
purpose of mnkinil a full manifestation 
of his plan» in contradistinction from . 
ail the plans of men. 1 I/is righteous- \ 
ness. His plan of justificajtion. The 
method or schemei which he has adopt- , 
ed, in distinction from that of man ; 
an'l which he now exhibits, or proffers 
to sinners* There is great variety in 
the explanation of ther word here ren- ^ 
dered riglueouaness. ;Some explain it 
as- meaning veracity ; . others as hoU- 
ness I others aa goodnefsi othera as 



essential .justice* Most interpreiers 
perhaps, have explained it as referring 
to an attribute of God. But the whole 
connexion requires, us to understand 
it here AS in ch. i. 17, not of an attri" 
bute of God, hut of his plan of justi- 
fying sinners. He has adopted and 
proposed a plan , by ^which men may 
. become ^*iz«^ , by faith in Jesus Christy 
and not by their own works. ' His ac- 
quitting men from sin; his regarding 
them 4nd treating them as just, is set 
forth in the gospel by the offering of 
Jesus Christ as a sacrifice on the 
cross. 1 For the remission of sins* 
Margin, Passing over. The word 
here used (vra^a\ occurs nowhere 
else in the New Testament, nor ia 
the Septuagint It means pausing by, 
as not noticing, and hence forgiving. 
A similar idea occurs in 2 Sam. xxiv. 
10. and Micah vii. 18. "Who is a 
God like unto thee, that passeth by the 
transgression of the remnant of his 
inheritance 1" In Romans it means for 
the pardoning, or in order to pardon 
past transgression. \ That are past. 
That have been committed; or that 
have existed before. This has been 
commonly understood to refer to past 
generations, as affirming that sins under 
all dispensations of the world are to be 
forgiven in this manner, through the 
sacrifice of, Christ And it has been 
supposed that all who have been justi- 
fied have received pardon by the merits 
of the sacrifice of Christ This may 
be true; but there is no reason to 
think that this is the idea in this pas- 
sage. For, (1.) The scope of the pas- 
sage does not require it^ l^be argu- 
ment b not to show how men had 
been justified, but how they might be- 
lt is not tq discuss an historical fact^ 
but to state the way in which sin was 
to be forgiven under the gospel. (2.) . 
The language has, no immediate or 
necessary reference to past generations 
It evidently refers to the past lives oi 
the individuals who are justified 
apd not to the sins of for|ner time8. 
All that the passage means, thert'fnre, 
is, that the plan of paidon is such as 
completely to remove all tiie formei 
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26 To declare, / say, at this 
tiiney his righteousaess : that ''.he 

a Acta IS.38,38. 

sins of the Ufe, not of all former 
generation& If it referred to the sins 
of former times, it would not be easy 
to avoid the doctrine of uhiversal sal- 
Tation. 5 Through the forbearance 
o/ Go<i.~ Through his patience, his long 
suffering. That is, he did not come forth 
in judgment Ti^Aen the sin' was com- 
mitted ; he spared us, though deserving 
of punishment; and now he comes 
forth completely to pardon those sins 
concerning which he has so long and 
80 ^aciously exercised fttrbearance. 
This expression obviously refers not to 
the remission of sins, bnt^ to the fact 
that they were contmitted while he 
evinced such long suffering. Comp. 
Acts xvii. 30. I do not know better 
bow to show the practical value and 
bearing of this important passage of 
Scripture, than by transcribing a part 
of the afifecting experience of the poet, 
Cowper, It is Well known that before 
his conversion he was oppressed by a 
long and dreadful melancholy ; that 
tnis was finally heightened to despair ; 
and that he was then subjected to the 
kind treatment of Dr. Cotton in St 
Alban*s, as a melancholy case of de- 
rangement. His leading thought was 
that he was doomed to inevitable de- 
struction, and that there was no hope. 
From this he was roused only by the 
kindness of his brother, and by the 
promises of the gospel. (See Taylor's 
Life of Cowper.) The account of his 
conversion I shall now give in his own 
words. " The happy period, which was 
to shake off my fetters, and afford me a 
clear discovery of the free mercy of 
God in Christ Jeous, was now ar- 
rived I flung myself into a chair 
near the window, and seeing a. Bible 
there, ventured oAc'e more to apply 
to it for comfort and instruction. The 
first verse I saw was the 2^th of the 
iiid of Romans ; Whom Cod hath tet 
forthi Ac. Imm<H]iately I received 
strength to believe, and the full beam 
of the Sun of Righ^^usneiBs shone 
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might he just, and the justtfier of 
him which belie roih in Jesiis . ' 

upon me. I saw the sufficiency of the 
atonement be had made for my psrdon 
and justification. In a moment t be- 
lieved, and received the peace of the 
gospel. Unless i\\6 Almighty arm had 
been under me, I think I should have 
been overwhelmed with gratitude and 
joy. My eyes filled with tears, and my 
voice choked with transport. . I could 
only Idok up to heaven in silent tear, 
overwhelmed with love and wonder. 
How glad should I now have been to 
have spent eyery moment in prayer 
and thanksgiving. I lost no opportu- 
nity o( repairing to a throne of grace ; 
but fiew to it with an earnestness irre- 
sistibid, An'd nfever to be satisfied." 
^ 26. M this time. The time how 
since the Saviour has come, now is the 
time when he manifests it ^ That 
he might be Just, This verse contains 
the substance of the gospel. The word 
"just" here does not 'mean benevolent, 
or merciful, though it may sometimes 
have that meaning. See Note. Matt i 
i. i9, also John xyii. 25. But it refers 
to the fact that God had retained the 
integrity of his character as a moral 
governor; that he had shown 'a due 
regard to his law, and to the penalty 
of the law by his plan of salvation. 
Should he forgive sinners without an 
atonement, justice would be sacrificed 
and abandoned. The law would cease 
to have any terrors for the guilty, and 
its penalty would be a nullity. In the 
plan of salvation; therefore, he has 
shown a regard to the liiw by appoint- 
ing his Son to be a substitute in the 
place of sinners; not to endure its 
precise penalty, for his sufierings were 
not eternal, lior were they attended 
with remorse of conscience, or by 
despair, which are the proper penalty 
of the la\V; but he endured so much 
as to accomplish the same ends as if 
those who i^hall be saved by hith had 
been doomed to eternal death. That 
is, he showed that the law could not 
be violated without introducing suffer- 
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27 W^hcre i» boasting then ? 
It is excluded. By what law ? 
of works ? Nay ; but by the law 
of faith. 

' — 

ing; and that it cruld not be broken 
with impunity. He showed tbat be 
had BO great a regard for it, that he 
would not .pardon one nnner without 
an atonement. And thus he tecured 
the proper honour U» his character as a 
lover of his law, a hater of sin. and a 
just God. He has shown that if sin* 
nets do not avail themselves of the 
of!er of pardon by Jesus Christ, theif 
must experience in their own 'souls 
for ever the pains which this substitute 
for sinners endured in behalf of men 
on the cross. Thus, no principle of 
justice has been abandoned ; no threat^ 
ening has been modified ; no claim 
of his law has been let down; no 
disposition has been evinced to do 
injuiUcf to the universe by ^suffering 
the guilty to escape. H9 is, in all this 
great transaction, a just moral gover- 
nor, as just to hia law, to himself, to 
his Son, to the universe, when he 
pardons, as he is when be sends the 
incorrigible sinner down to hell. A full 
compensation, an equivalent has. been 
provided by the sufferings of the Saviour 
in the sinner^s stead, and the sinner 
may be pardoned. ^ And thejustifier of 
him, <&c. Greek, Even justifying' him 
that beiieveth, Ac., This is the pecu^ 
liarity and the wonder of the gospel. 
Even -iohile pardoning, and treating the 
ill-deserving as if they were innocent, 
he can retain his pure and holy cha- 
racter. His treating the guilty with 
favour does not show that he loves 
guilt and pollotioii, for he has ex- 
pressed his abhorrence of it ii^ the atone- 
ment. His admitting them to friend- 
ship and heaven -does not show that 
he approves their past conduct and 
character, for he showed how much he 
hated even their sins by giving his Son 
to a shumetul death ^or them. When 
an executive pardons oflenders, there 
u an abandonment of the principles 
of justice mod law. The sentence 
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28 Therefore we conclude 
that * a man is justified by faith 
without the deeds of the law. 

• Ter.9l>— ai. e.8.S. 0*1^16 

is set aside i the threatenlngs of the 
law are departed from ; and it is done 
without compeosation. It 'is declared 
that in certain cabes the law may 
be violated, and its penalty not be in- 
flicted. But not so with God. He 
shows no less regard to his law in par- 
doning than in punishing. This is the 
grand, glorious, peculiar feature of the 
gospel plan qf salvation. ^ Jiim vhich 
be/ieveth in Jesus, Greek, Him tvhQ 
is of the faith of Jesus i in cnntradia- 
tinction froni him who is of the works 
of the law ; that is, who depends on his 
own works i6x salvation. 

27. fVhere is boasting then ^y^ere 
is there ground or occasion of boasting 
or pride 1 Since all have sinned, and 
since all have failed of being able to 
justify themselves. by obeying the law, 
and since all are alike dependent on 
the mere mercy of God in Christ, all 
ground of boasting is of course taken 
away. This refers particularly to the 
Jews, who were much addicted to boast' 
ing of their peculiar privileges. See 
Note, ch. iii. 1, &c. ^ By what lato? 
The word laio here is used in the sense 
of arrangementf rule^ or economy. By 
what arrangement, or by the ofieration 
of what rule, is boasting excluded ? 
(Stuart.) See Gal. iii. 21. Acts rxi.20. 
i Of -works? The law which com- 
mands works, and on which the Jews 
relied. If this were complied with, 
and they were thereby justified, they 
would have had ground of self-confi- 
dence, or boasting, as being justified by 
their own merits. But a plan which 
led to this, which ended in boasting, 
and self'satisfaction, and pride, could 
not be true. ^ JVay. No. *| The lain 
of faith. The rule, or arrangement 
which proclaims that we have no 
merit; that we are lost sinners; and 
that we arc to be justified only by faith. 

28. Therefore, As the result of the 
previous train of argument. 1 That a 
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29 Is he the God of the Jews 
only ? is he not also of the Gen- 
ules ? Yes, of the Gentiles also : 

30 Seeing it is one God^ 
which * shall justify the circum- 

■ I I J I . « . 

man. That all who are justified ; that 
is» that there is no other way. 1 fa Jua- 
ficd by faith, ■ Is regarded and treated 
ss rig^teous^ by believing in the Lord 
Jesiw Christ. 1 fVithmttthe deeds of 
the lav. Without works ss a merito- 
rious sround of justification. The apos- 
tle, of coarse, does not mean that Chris- 
tianity does not produce good works, 
or that tliey who are justified will not 
obey the law, and be holy ; but that no 
righteoa^ness of their own will be the 
ground or their justification. They are 
sinners ; and as such can have no claim 
to be treated as righteous. God has 
devised a platf by which they may be 
pardoned and saved; and that is by 
fiuth alone. This is the grand pecu- 
liarity of the Chrirtian religion. This 
was the peculiar point in the refbrma- 
tion from popery. Luther often called 
this doctnne of justificatiop by faith 
the article on which the church stood 
or fell — articulu^ atantis^ vet cadentis 
f cc/e^idp— andJt is so. If this doctrine 
is held entire, all others will be held 
with it. If this is abandoned, all others 
will faH also. It may be remarked 
here, however, that this doctrine by no 
means interferes with, the doctrine that 
good works are to be performed by 
Christians. Paul urges this as much 
as any other writer in the New Testa- 
ment. His doctrine is, that they are 
not to be relied on as a ground of jus- 
tification ; but that he did not mean to 
teach that they are not to be performed 
by Christians is apparent irom the 
connexion, and from the following 
places in his epistlies : Rom. ii. 7. 2 Cor. 
ix. 8 Eph. iL 10. 1 Tim. ii. 10 ; v. 10. 
23; vi. 18. 2 Tim. iii. 17. Titus ii. 7. 
14 ; iii. 8. Heb. x, 24. That we are 
noi jnntified by our works is a doctrine 
which he has urged and repeated with 
great power and frequency. See Rom. 



cision by faith, and uncircum- 
cision through faith. 

31 Do we then make void the 
law through ^ faitli ? God forbid: 
yea, we establish the law. 

h Beb.l0.16,ie. 



iv. 2. e^; iz. 11. 32; xi. 6. Gal. ii 
16; iu. 2. 5. 10. Eph. it 9. 2 Tim. i. 9. 

29. so; h he the God, &c The 
Jews supposed that he was the God of 
their nation only, that they only wen> 
to be admitted to his favour. In these 
verses Paul showed that as all had 
alike sinned, Jews and Gentiles ; juid 
as the plan of salvation by faith was 
adapted to nnnert. Without any special 
reference to Jetoa ; so God could show 
favours to all, and aU- might be admi^ 
ted on the same terms to the benefits 
of the plan of salvation. 

30. It ia ^ne God, The same God ; 
tljeie is but one, and his plan is equally 
fitted to Jews and Gentiles. ^ Tiie cir- 
cumcieion. Those who are circumcised 
— 4he Jeroa, 1 The uncircumciaion. 
Gentiles ; all who were not Jews. 
1 By faith, , .through faith. There 
is no difference in the meaning of these 
expressions. Both 'denote th'it feitli is 
the instrumental cause of justification, 
or acceptance with God. 

3 1. JDo "we then make void the law. 
Do we render it vain and useless ; do 
we destroy its moral pbligation; and 
do we prevent obedience to it, by the 
doctrine ef justification by faith 1 This 
was an objection which would natu- 
rally be made ; and which has thousands 
of times been since made, that the doc- 
trine of justification by faith tends to 
licentiousness. The word law here, 1 
understand as referring to the moral 
/aw* and not merely to the Old Testa- 
ment. This is evident from ver. 20, 21, 
where the apostle shows that no man 
could be justified by deeda ofiaw^ by 
conformity with the moral law.^ See 
Note. 1 God forbid. By no means. 
Note, ver. 4. This is an explicii denial 
of any such tendency. ^ t'ea^ we et- 
tabU*h the law. That is, by the doc- 
trine of justification > by faith ; by tbif 
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CHAPTER IV. 
yVHAT shall we* say then 
that Abraham, our father 



scheme of treating men aa righteous, 
the moral law ia confirmed, ita obliga- 
tion ia enforced, obedience to it ia se- 
cured. This ia done iii the following 
manner : ( 1 .) Ood ^owed reapect to 
it, in being unwilling to pardon ainnera 
without an atonement He ahowed 
that it could not be violated with im- 
punity ; that he was resolved to fulfil 
iia threatenivgs. -(2.) Jeaua Christ 
came to magnify it, and to make; it 
honourable. He ahowed respect to it 
in his life ; and he died tc show that 
God was determined to inflict its pe- 
nalty. (.3.) The plan of justification 
by faith leads to an observance of the 
law. The ainiter sees the evil of trans- 
gp'ession. He sees the respect whieb 
God has ahown to the law. Ho gives 
his heart to God, and yields himself to 
obey his law. All the sentiments that 
arise from the conviction of sin; that 
flow from gratitude for mercies; that 
spring from love to God *, all his views 
of the sacredness of the law, prompt 
him to yield obedience to it The fact 
that Christ endured such sufiferings to 
show the evil of violating the law, is 
one of the strongest motives prompting 
to obedience. We do not easily and 
readily repejat that which overwhelms 
our best friends in calamity ; and we 
are brought to hate that which inflicted 
such woes on the Saviour's soul. The 
sentiment recorded by Watta is as true 
aa it is beautiful :— • 

*Twas for my sIim my dearest Lord 
Hung on the cursed tree. 
And groan'd away his dying life, 
For thee, my soul, for ihee. 

•O how 1 hate those lusts of mine 

That cruel Aed my Lord ; 
Thnst sins that pierc'd and nail'd hirflesh 

Fa»t to the fatal wood. 

' Ye^, my Redeemer, theyishaU die, 

My heart hath m decreed ; 
Nor will I spare the f^uilry things 

That made my baviour bleed." 

Ihis is an advantaae in moral influ- 
enoe which no cojd. abairact law ev«r 



' as pertaining to the flesh, iiatb 
found ? 



has over the human mind. And one 
of the chief glories of the plan of sal- 
vation is, that while it justifies the ain* 
ner, it brtnga a new aet of influences 
from heaven, more tender and mighty 
than can he drawn from any other 
source, to pioduce . obedience to the 
law of God. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Tbb main object of this chapter la 
to show that the doctrine of justification 
by faith, which ^e apostle waa defend- 
ing, waa found in the Old Testament 
The argument -is to. he regarded aa ad- 
dressed particularly to a Jew, to show 
him that no new doctrine was advanc- 
ed. The argument is derived, first, 
from thJB fact that Abraham waa so 
justified (ver. X — 6) ; 'Secondly, from 
the fact that the same thing is declared 
by David (ver.. 6 — 8). 

A question micrht still be $sked, whe- 
ther this justification was not in conse- 
quence of their heing circumcised, and 
thua grew out of conformity to the 
law? To answer thia, the apostle 
shows (ver. 9 — 12) that Abraham waa 
justified by faith before he was circum- 
cisedr and that even his circumcision 
was in consequence of his being justi- 
fied by faith, and a public seal or at- 
testation of that fact 

Still further, the apostle shows that 
if men were to he justified by worka, 
' faith would-be of no use ; and the pro- 
mises of God would , have no eflect 
The law works wratlr (ver. 13, 14), 
but the conferring of ^he favour by 
faith is demonstration of the highest 
favour of God (ver, 16). Abraham, 
moreover, had evinced a strong fuith ; 
he had shown what it was ; he was an 
example to all who should follow. And 
he had thus shown that as he was jus- 
tified before circumcision, and before 
the giving of the law, so the same thing 
might occur in regard to those who had 
never been circumcised. In ch. ii. and 
iii. the apostle had shown that all hod 
£uled of keeping the law, and thai 
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2 For if -Abraham were jus- 
iilied by works, he hath where- 



Uwre was no other waj of jafttifica- 
lion but by £Eiith. To the salvation 
(«f the heathen, the Jew would have 
strong objections. He supposed that 
none could be saved but those who had 
been circumcised, and who were Jews. 
I'his objection the apostle meets in this 
chapter by showing that Abraham was 
justified in the very way in which he 
maintained the beaUien might be ; that 
Abraham was justi^ed by ftiith vithout 
being circumcised. If the father of the 
faithful, the ancestor on whom the 
Jews so much prided themselves, was 
thus justified, then Paul was advancing 
no new doctrine in maintaining that the 
same things might occur now. He was 
keeping strictly within the spirit of 
Uieir religion in maintslining that the 
gentile world might also be justified by 
faith. This is Uie outline of the rea- 
soning in this chapter. The reasoning 
is such as a serious Jew must feel and 
acknowledge. And keeping in mind 
the main object which the apostle had 
m it, there will be found little difficulty 
in its interpretation. 

1. PVhat thall we tay then ? Sec 
ch. iii. 1 . This is rather the objection 
of a Jew. * How does your doctritie 
of justification by faith agree with what 
the Scriptures say "Of Abraham 1 Was 
the law set aside in his case 1 Did 
be derive no advantage in justification 
from the rite of circumcision, and from 
the covenant which God made with 
him.' , The object of the apostle now is 
to answer this in<^uiry. ^ That Abra' 
ham our father. Our ancestor; the 
father and founder of the nation. 8)ee 
Note, Matt. iiiJ 9. The Jews valued 
themselves much on the fact that he 
was their father; and an argument, 
drawn ftotn his example or conduct, 
therefore, would' be peculiarly forcible. 
1 M pertaimng to the Jlesh. This 
expression is one that has been much 
controverted . In the original, it may 
refer either to Abraham as their father 
" accordiog to the iiesl^— that is, their 



of to glory ; but not • before 
God. 
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natural father, or from whom they 
were descended; or it may be con< 
nected with " hath found.'' • What 
shall we say that Abraham our father 
hath found in respect to the fiesh?' 
**rd a-a^tc*. The latter is doubtless 
the proper connexion. Some refer the 
word-^MA td external privileges and 
advantages ; others to his own strength 
or power ( Calvin and Grotiua) ; and 
others make it refor to circumcision. 
This latter I take to be the correct in* 
terpretation. It agrees best with the 
connexion, and equally well with the 
usual meanfaig of the word. The idea 
is, * If men are justified by faith ; if 
works are to have no place ; if, there- 
fore, all rites and ceremonies, all legal 
observances, are aseleas in justification ; 
what is the advantage of cireumcisfoni 
What benefit did Abraham derive from 
it ? Why was it appointed ? And 
why is such anjmportance attached to 
it in the history of his life V A simi* 
lar question was asked in ch. iii. 1. 
^ ffath found. Hath obtained. What 
advantage has be derived from it ? 

2. For if Abraham^ Ac. This is 
the answer of the apdstle. If Abraha m 
was justified on the ground of his own 
merits, he would have reason to boast, 
or to claim praise. He might regard 
himself as the author of it, and take the 
praise' to himself. See ver. 4. The in- 
quiry; therefore. Was, whether in the 
account of the justification of Abraham, 
there was to he found any such state- 
merit of a rcftson for self^onfidence 
and boasting. 1 Bnt not before God, 
In the sight of God. That is, in his 
recorded judgment, he had ho ground 
of boasting on account of Works. To 
show this, the apostle appeals at ones 
to th^ Scriptures, to show that there 
was no stich record as that Abraham 
couM boast that he was justified by bis 
workk. As God judges right in all 
cases, so it follows that Abiaham had 
no just ground of boasting, and of 
coune that he ww not jutft^led fay hit 
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3 For what 8aith the Scrip- 
ture ? ' Abraham helieved God, 
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own worki. The sense of this verse 
is well expressed by Calvin. ** If 
Abraham was josttfied by his works, hp 
might boast of his own- merits. But 
be has no ground of boasting before 
God. Therefore he was not justified 
by works." 

3. For •what Boith the Scripture? 
The inspired account of Abraham's 
justification. This account was. final, 
and was to settle the question. This 
account is found in Gen. xv. 6. 1 MrO' 
ham believed God. In the Hebrew, 
** Abraham believed Jehovah J* The 
sense is substantially the same, as the 
argument turns on the act of believing. 
The faith which Abraham exercised 
was, that his posterity should be like 
the stars of heaven in number. This 
promise was made to him when he had 
no child, and of course when he had no 
prospect of such a posterity. $ee the 
strength and nature of this faith further 
illustrated in ver. 16 — 21. *£\kfi reason 
why it waa counted to him for right- 
eousness was, that it was such a strong, 
direct, and unwavering act of confi- 
dence in the promise of God. 1 And it. 
The word " it" here evidently refers to 
the act of believing. It doea not refer 
to the righteousness of another— of 
God, or of the Messiah ; but the dis- 
cussion, is solely of the ttrong act of 
Abraham's faith, which in 9ome aetue 
was counted to him for righteousness. 
In what sense this was, is explained 
directly after. All that is material to 
remark here is, that/Ae act of Abraham, 
the strong confidence of his mind in 
the promises of God, his unwavering 
assurance that what God had promised 
he would perform, was reckoned for 
righteoQsness. The same thing is more 
fuUv exprisssed in ver. 18 — 22. When 
therefore it is . said that the righteous- 
ness of Christ n accounted or imputed 
to us ; wh«>n it is said that his meriu 
are transferred and reckoned as ours; 
whatever may be the truth of the doo- 
taine, it cannot be de&nded fay thie pat- 
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and it was counted unto him for 
righteousness. 

sage of Scripture. Faith is always an 
act of the mind. It is not a created 
esiaence which, is placed within the 
mind. It is not a substance created 
independently of the soul, and placed 
within it by almighty power. It ia not 
a principle., for the expression a prin- 
eiple of faith is as onmeaoing as a prin- 
ciple of joy, or a principle of sorrow, or 
a principle of remorse. God. promises ; 
the man believes ; and this is the whole 
of it. While the word.^i«^ is sometimes 
osed to denote relifrioue doctrine^ or the 
system that is to be believed (Acts vi. 7; 
XV. 9. Rom. i. 5; X. 8; xvi. 26. Epfa.iii. 
17; iv. 5. 1 Tim. ii. 7, ice,)', yet, when it 
is used to denote thit which in required 
of men, it alway* denotes an acting' of 
the mind ei^ercised in relation to some 
object, or some promise, or threateniug, 
or declaration of some other being. See 
Note, Mark xvi. 16. . 1 fFat counted 
(lAcyiVd^). The same word in ver. 22 is 
rendered ** it was imputed." The word 
occurs frequently in the Scriptures. 
In the Old Testament, the verb sern 
(hashab)t which is translated by the 
word koyticfjuu, means literally, to think, 
to intendt or purpose ; . f o imagine^ in- 
vent J or devises to reckon, or ac- 
count ; to eiteem / to ifnpnte, i. e. to 
impute to a man what belongs to him- 
self, or what ought to be imputed to 
him. It occurs only in. the following 
places : 1 Sam. xviii. 25. Esth. viii. 3 ; 
ix. 24, 25. Isa. x^xxiii. 8. Jer. xlix. 20 ; 
1. 45 ; Lam. ii. 8. 2 Sam. .xiv. 14. Jer. 
xlix. 30. Gen. 1. 20. Job xxxv. 2. 
2 Sam. xiy. 13. £zek. xxxviii. IQ. Jer. 
xviii. 8. Ps. xxi. 12 ; cxl.d. 5. Jer. xi. 
19 ; xlviii. 2. Amos vi. 5. Ps. x, 2. 
Isa. liii. 3, 4. Jer. xxvL 3. Micah ii. 3. 
Nab. i. 11. Jer. xviii. 11. Job xiii. 34; 
Xli. 19. 24. Ps. xxxii. 2 ; xxxv. 5. Isa. 
X. 7. Job xix. 11; xxxiii. 10. Gen. 
xvi. 6; xxxviii. 15. 1 Sam, i. 13. Ps. 
lii. 4. Jer. xviiL 18. Zech. vii. XO. Job 
vi. 40; xix. 16. Isa. xiiL 17. 1 Kings 
X.21. Num. xviii. 27. 30. P« Ixxxviu 
4. Isa. zL 17. Lam. iv. 2, Isa xl 16 
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4 Now to him that worketh 
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Gen. xxxi. 16, I hc^ve examined all 
(he passages, and as the result of my 
examination have come to the conclu- 
Boii, that there is not one in which the 
wotd is used in the sense of reckoning 
or imputing' to a man that which does 
not strictly belong to him ; or of charg- 
ing 9n him that which ought not to be 
charged on him as a matter of personal 
right, l^he word is never used to de- 
note imputing in the sense of trana^ 
/erring, or of charging that on one 
which does not properly belong to him. 
The same is the case in the New Tes- 
tament. The word occurs about forty 
times (see Schmidiiu* Concord.), and 
in a similar signification. No doctrine 
of transferring, or of setting over to a 
man what does not properly belong to 
him, be ih sin or holiness, can be de- 
rived, therefore, fmm this word. What- 
ever is meant by it heror it evidently is 
declared that the act of believing is that 
which is intended, both by Mosses and 
by Paul. • 1 For rig/iteoutneee. In or 
dt rlojusti6catJoQ; or (o regard and treat 
him in connexion with tliis as a right- 
eous man ; as one who was admitted 
to the favour and friendship of God. 
In reference to this we may remark, 
(1.) That it is evidently not intendeif 
that the act of believing, on the part of 
Abraham, was the meritoriout ground 
of acceptance ; for then it would have 
been a work. Faith was as much his own 
act, as any act of obedience to the law. 
(2.) The design of the apostle was to 
show that by Ihe /aw, or by vorkSf man 
could not be justified, ch. iii. 28 ; iv. 2. 
(3.) Faith was not that which the law 
required. It demand^ complete and 
perfect obedience ( and if a man was 
justified hj faith, it was i» some other 
nay than fy the law. (4.) As the 
law did not demand this ; and as &lth 
was something di£brent from the de- 
mand of the law ; so if a man were 
justified by that, it was on a principle 
altogether difierent from justification by 
vroiks. It was not by personal merit.^ 
It waa not by complying with the law. 



is the reirard not reek<med of 
grace^ but of debt. 

It was in a mode, entirely different 
(5.) In being justified by fiiith, it is 
meant, therefore, thkt we are treated 
as righteous ; that we are forgiven ; that 
we are admitted to the favour of Godf 
and treated as his friends, (tS.) lu this 
acU faith is a mere instrument, an ante- 
cedent, a sine qua non, that which God 
has been pleased to appoint as k condi- 
tion on which men may be treated as 
righteous. It expresses a state of mind 
which is demonstrative of luve to God ; 
of affecrion for his cause and charac- 
ter; of reconciliation and friendship; 
and is therefore that state to which he 
has been graciously pleased to piomise 
pardon and acceptance, (7.) As th^s 
is not a matter of law; as the kw 
could not be said to demand it ; as it 
is on a different principle ; and as the 
acceptance of faith, or of a believer, 
cannot be a matter of merit or claim, 
so justification is of grace, or mere fa- 
vour. It is in no sense a matter of 
merit on our part, and thus stands dis- 
tinguished entirely from justification by 
works, or by conformity to the law. 
From beginning to end, it is, so far as 
we are concerned, a matter of grace. 
The met^it by which all this is obtain- 
ed, is the work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom this plan^is pro- 
posed, and by whose atonement alone 
God can consistently pardon and treat 
as righteous those who are in them- 
selves ungodly. See ver. 5. In this 
place we have also evidence that faith 
is always substantially of the same cha- 
racter. In the case of Abraham it was 
confidence in God and his promises. 
An fiiith has the same nature, whether 
it be confidence in the Messiah, or in 
any of the divine promises or truths. 
As this confidence evinces 4he same 
state of mind, so it was as consi.'?tent to 
justify Abraham by.it, as it is to justify 
him who believes, in. the Lord Jesus 
Christ under the gospel. See lieb. xi. 
4. JV'bw to him that worketh^ &c 
This passage is not to be understood as 
affisming that any actually have worked 
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6 Bot to him that worketh 
not, but believcth on him that 
justilieth the ungodly, his faith ' 
is counted for righteousness. 



aBkhJLi, 



out their mlyation by conformity to the 
law «o as to be saved by their own 
merits ; but it expresses a general truth 
in regard to works. On that plan, if 
a man were justiiied by his works, it 
would be a matter due to him; It is a 
general principle in regard to contracts 
and obligations, that where a man ful- 
fils them he is entitled to the reward as 
that which is dite to'him, and which he 
can claim. This is well understood in 
«11 the transactions among men. Where 
a man has fulfilled the terms oS a con- 
tract, to pay him is not a matter of 
favour ; he has earned it; and we 
are bound to pay him. 8o, says the 
apostleVit t^ould be, if a man were jus- 
tified by his works. He would have a 
ctaiin on Grod. It wOuld be wrong not 
to jostity bim. And this is an addi- 
tional reason why the doctrine rannot 
be true. Comp. Rom. xi. 6. ^ The re- 
'vard. The pay, or wae;es. The> woYd 
is commonly applied to the pay of sol- 
diers, day-labourers, &c. - Matt. xx. 8. 
L<ike X. 7. 1 Tim. v. 18. James v. 4. 
It has a similar meaning hete. ^ Reck- 
oned, Greek, Imputed. The same word 
which, in ver. 3, is rendered counted, 
and in ver. 22, imputed. It is here 
used in its strict and proper sense, to 
reckon that as belonging to a man 
which is his own, or which is due fo 
him. ^ Of 3 race. Of favour; as a 
gift. 1 Of debt. As due; as a claim; 
as a: fair compensation according to the 
contract . 

b, Bu$ to him that worketh not. 
Who does not reFy on his conformity 
to the law for his justification; who 
does net depend on -his works; who 
seeks to be justified in some other way. 
The reference here is to the Christian 
plan x)f justification. 1 JSut beiieveth. 
Note, ch. iii. 26. 1 On him. On God. 
Thus the connexion requires ; for the 
discussion has immediate reference to 



6 Even as David also desciib- 
eth the blessedness of the man 
unto whom God impute th right- 
eousness without works. 



Abrahami whose fsilh was in the pro* 
mise of God. 1 7%ai juttijieth the 
ungodiy. This is a -very important 
expression. It implies, (1.) That men 
are sinners, or aire ungodly. (2.^ That 
God regards them as such when they 
are justified. He does not justify them 
because he sees them to be, or regards 
them to be righteous; but knowing that 
they are in fact polluted. He does not 
Jir»t etteem them, contrary to fact, to 
be pure; but knowing that they are 
polluted, and that, tildy deserve no f^* 
vonr, be resolves to forgive them, and 
to treat them as his friends. (3.) Iri 
themselves they are eqosrfly undeserv- 
ing, whether they are justified or not» 
Their souls have been defiled by sin ; 
and that is known when they are par- 
^ned. God judges things as they are : 
and dinners who are justified, he judged 
not as if they were pure, or as if they 
had a claim : but he regards them as 
united by faith to the Lord Jesus ; 
and iir this relatioit he judges that 
they should be treated as his friends, 
though they have been, are, and al- 
ways -will be^ personalty undeserving. 
It is not meant that the rigbte- 
ouimess of Christ is trannferred to 
them, so as to become personally 
theirs — for moral (Character cannot 
be transferred ;— ^nor that it is infused 
into them, making them personally 
meritorious— for then they could not 
be spoken of as ungodly; bat that 
Christ died in their stead, to atone 
for their sins, and is regarJed and 
esteemed by God to have died* and 
that the results or benefits of his 
death «re so reckoned or Impated 
to believers as to make it proper 
for God to regard and treat them 
as if they had themselves obeyed 
the law; th«t is, as righteous in his 
sight. 
6. E9&m as David, The apostl«. 
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7 Sayings • Blessed are they 
whose iniquities ai:e forgiven, 
and whose sins are covered. 

8 Blessed is the man to whom 
the l«ord will not impute sin. 

haviqff adduced the example of Abra- 
ham to show that the doctrine which 
he wa» defending was not new, and 
contrary to the Old Testament, pro- 
ceeds to adduce the case of David also ; 
and to show that he understood the 
same doctrine of justification without 
works. ^ l)e9crib.eth. Speaks of. 

Y The blesaedneta. The happiness; 
or the desir^ible state or condition. 

Y Unto vhom God imputeth right" 
eou9ne»». Whom God treats as right- 
eous, or as entitled to his favour in a 
waj different from liis conformity to 
the law. This is found in Ps. xxxii. 
And the whole scope and design of the 
peahn is to show the blessedness of the 
man who is forgiven, and whose sins 
are not charged on him, but who is 
freed from the punishment due to his 
■ins. Being thus pardoned, he is treat- 
ed as a righteous man. And it is evi- 
dently in this sense that the apostle 
uses the* expression '< imputeth right- 
eousness,'* L e. he does not impute, or 
charge on the man his sins ; he reckons 
and treats him as a pardoned and right- 
eous man. Ps. xxxii. 2. He regards 
him as one who is forgiven and admit- 
ted to his' favour, and who is to be 
treated henceforward as though he had 
not sinned. That* is, he partakes of 
the benefits of Chrises atonement, so 
as not henpeforward to be treated as a 
sinner, but as a friend of God. 

7. Bleaed/ Happy 9xe they: they 
are highly &voured. See -Note, Matt 
V. 3. 1 Whote sin» are covered. Are 
concealed ; or hidden from the view. 
On which God will no more look, 
and which he will no more remember. 
"By these words," says Calvin (in 
loco), ** we are taught that justification 
with Paul is nothing else but pardon 
of tan" The word cover here has not 
Aference to the atonement, hut Is e^' 
I 



9 Cometh this blessedness 
then upon the circumcision ordy^ 
or upon the uncircumcision also ? 
for we say that faith was reckon* 
ed to Abraham for righteousness. 



pressive of hidingj or concealing L e. 
of forgiving an. 

8. Will not impute tin. . On whom 
the Lord will n^^t charge his sins ; or 
who shall not be reckoned or regarded 
as guilty. This shows clearly what 
the apostle meant by imputing faith 
without works. It is to pardon sin 
and to treat with &vbur ; not to reckon 
or charge a man's sin to him ; but to 
treat him, though personally undeserv. 
ing and ungodly (ver. 5), bA though 
the sin had not been committed,. The 
word " impute" here is used in its na- 
tural a^d appropriate sense, as denot- 
ing to charge on man that which pro- 
perly belongs to him. 

9. Comethf dec The apostte has now 
prepared the way for an examination 
of the inquiry whether this came in 
contequence of obedience to the lawl 
or whether it was •anthout obedience to 
the law ] Having shown that Abraham 
was justified by faith in accordance 
with the doctrine which hQ was de- 
fending, the only remaining inquiry 
was whether it was after he was cir* 
cumcised or before ; whether in con»e» 
qnence of his circumcision or not If 
it was after his circumcision, the Jew 
might still maintain that it was by 
complying with the works of the law ; 
but if it was before, the point of the 
apiostle would be established, that it 
was without the works of the law. 
Still further, if he was justified by 
faith before he was circumcised, then 
here was an instance of justification 
and acceptance without conformity to 
the Jewish law; and if the fatl^ei 
of the Jewish nation was sq jusv 
tifiedi and reckoned as 9^ friend of God, 
Vfithout being circumcised, i. e. in the 
condition in whicl^ the heathen world 
then was, then it would foltow that the 
Geptil^ft n\\ght he justified in a similar 
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10 How was it then reckon- 
ed? when he was in circum- 
cision, or in uncircumcision ? 
Not in circumcision, but in un- 
circumcision. 



way now. It would not be departing, 
tkerefore, from the spirit of the Old 
1'eatameQt itself, to maintain, as the 
apostle ,had done (db. iii.), that the 
Gentiles who had not been circumcised 
might obtain the favour of God as well 
as the Jew ; that is, that it was inde- 
pendent of circumcision, and might be 
extended to all. ^ This blewednett. 
This happy state, or condition. This 
itate of being justified by God, and of 
being regarded as his friends. This is 
the sum of all blessedness ; the only 
state that can be : truly pronounced 
happy. ^ Upon the circumcision only. 
The Jev/8 alone, as they pretended. 
^ Or upon the uncircumcision also. 
The Gentiles who believed, as the 
apostle maintained. ^ For -we say. 
We all adipit It is a conceded point 
It was the doctrine of. the apostle, as 
well as of the Jews; and as much 
theirs' as his. With this, then, as a 
conceded point, what is &e fair infer- 
ence to be drawn from it T 

10. Jlcvf. In what circumstances, or 
time. ^ When he -was in circumcision, 
&c. Before or after he was circum- 
cised ? This was the very point of the 
inquiry. For if he was justified by 
faith after he was circumcised, the 
Jew might pretend that it was in vir- 
tue of his circumci^on ; that even his 
faith was acceptable, because he was 
circumoised. _ But if jt was before he 
was circumcised, this plea could not 
be set up ; and the argument of the 
apostle was confirfned by the case of 
Abraham, the great father and model 
of the Jewish people, that circumcision 
and the deeds of the law did not conduce 
to justification ; and that as Abraham 
was justified -without those works, so. 
might others be, and the heathen, there- 
fore, might be admitted to similar privi- 
'ij;es. ^^^Qiineircumcisiwiu NotAanj^ 



1 1 And * he received the sign 
of circumcision; a seal of the 
righteousness of the faith which 
ht had^, yet being uncircum- 
cised; that he might be the 
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circumcised, or after he was circum^ 
cised, but before. This was the record 
in the case. Gen. xy 6. Gomp. Gen. 
xvii. 10. 

1 1 . And he received the sign^Scc A 
sign is that by which any thing is 
shoton, 01 represented. And circum- 
cision thus shoved that there was a 
covenant between Abraham and God. 
Gen. xvii. 1 — 10. It became the pub- 
lic mark or token of the relation 
which he sustained to God. 1 A seat. 
See Note, John iii. 33. A seal is that 
mark of wax or other substance, which 
is attached to an instrument of writing, 
as a deed, &c., to confirm, ratify it, or 
to make it binding. Sometimes instru- 
ments were sealed, oi made^authentic 
by stamping on them some word, letter, 
or device, which had been engraved on 
silver, or on precious stones. The seal 
or stamp was often worn as an orna- 
ment on the finger. Esth. viiu 8. Gen. 
xli. 42; zxxviii. 18. Ex. zxviii. IL. 
36 ; xxix. 6. To t^fix the seal, whe- 
ther of wax, ^r otherwise, was -to con- 
firm a contract or an engaj^ement In 
allusion to this, circumcision is called 
a seal of the covenant which God had 
made with Abraham. That is, he ap- 
pointed this as a public attestation ta 
the fact that he had previously ap- 
proved of Abraham, and had made 
important prbmises to him. 1 Which 
he had, yet being circumcised. He 
believed (Gen. xy. 6); wa« accept- 
ed, or justified ; was admitted to the 
favour of God, and frivoured with clear 
and remarkable promises (Gen. xv. 18 
— 21 ; xvii. 1 — 9), before he was 
circumcised. Girpumclsioni therefore, 
could hftve contributed neither to Ihb 
justification, nor to tl^e promises made 
to him by God. ^ That he might ha 
the fdther, dec All this was done tHftf 
Abraham might be held np ai an »▼ 
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father • of all them that believe, 
though they be not circumcised ; 
that righteousness might be im- 
puted unto them also : 

12 And the father of circum- 
cision to them who are not of the 

a Lake I9.d. 

uni^e, or a model, of (he very doctrine 
which the apostle was defending. The 
word /other here is used evidently in 
a. spiritual sense, as denoting that he 
was the ancestor of all true believers ; 
that he was their model, and example. 
They are regarded as his children he- 
cause they are possessed of his spirit; 
are justified in the same way, and are 
imitators of his example. See Note, 
Matt. i. 1. In this sense the expres> 
sion occurs in Luke xix. 9. John viiL 
33. Gal. iu. 7. 29. 1 Though they 
be not circumctatd. This was stated in 
opposition to the opinion of the Jews 
that all ought to be circumcised. As 
the apostle had shown that Mraham 
enjoyed the fovour of God previous 
to his being circumcised, i. e. wi/A- 
out ■ circumcision; so it ibUowed 
that dthen might on the same prin- 
ciple also. This instance isettles the 
point ; and there is nothing which a 
Jew can reply to this. . 5 That right- 
eotunetSf &c. That is, in the same 
way, by faith without works: that 
they might be accepted, and treated «s 
righteous. 

1 2. Jtnd the father of circumctnoti. 
The father, i. e. the ancestor, exemplar, 
or model ojf those who are circumcised, 
and who possess the same f^th that he 
did. Not only the &ther of a^l believers 
( vet. It) ,-but in a spedal sense die fiither 
of the Jewish people. In this, the apos- 
tle intimates that though all who be- 
lieved would be saved as he was, yet 
the Jews had a special proprietorthip 
in Abraham ; they had speoal favours 
and privileges from the fact that he was 
their ancestor. 1 JVo* of the drcum", 
dtion only. Who are not merely dr- 
camcised, but who possess his spirit 
and his faith. Mere circumcision would 
not avail; but circumcision eonnected 



circumcision on7y, but also i^alk 
in the steps of the faith of oiu 
father Abraham which he had^ 
being yet uncin umcised. 

13 For the p'-omise that * he 
should be the heir of the world, 

h G«o.l- 4,fce. 

with' faith like his, showed that they 
were peculiarly his lericendants. See 
Note, ch. ii. 25. 1 Who -walk in the 
ttepa, ^c. Who imittte his example ; 
who imbibe his spirit ; who have his 
faith. 1 Being yet ttncircumcited. 
Before he was unctrcumcised. Comp. 
Gen. xv: 6, with Gen. xvii. 

13. For the promise, jkc To show 
that the faith of Abraham, on which ha 
justification .depended, wa« npt by the 
law, the apostle proceeds to ohow that 
th^ prdmise concerning wMch his faith 
was so Temarkably evinced w«8 before 
the law was given.v If this was «ks then it 
was an additional important considera- 
tion hi opposition to the Jew, showing 
that acceptance with God depended x>c 
faith, and not on works. 1 That ^he 
thould be heir of the roorld. An heir 
is one who iuooeeds, or is to succeed to 
an estate. In this passage, the vorld, 
or the entire earthy is regarded as the 
e»tate to which reference is made, and 
the promise isj that the posteri^ of 
AbrsLham should succeed to that, of 
should -possess it as their inheritance. 
The precise etpjretMion hereused, ** heir 
of the wcnrld," is not found in the 
promises made to Abraham. Those 
promiies were that -God would make 
of him a g?eat nation (Gen^ lii. 2) ; that 
in lum all the families of the earth 
should be blessed (ver. 3) ; that his 
posterity should be as the stars for mul- 
titiide (Gen. xy. 5) ; and thatjie should 
be a father of nuoiy nations (Gen. 
xvii. 5). As this latter promise is one to 
whicb the apostle particularly refera 
(see yer. 17), it is probable that he 
had this in his eye. This promise had, 
at first, respect to his numerous natural 
descendants, and to their possessing the 
land of Canaan. But it is also regarded 
in the New TestAttutnt asexliiidinr to 
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wca not to Abraham, or to his 
eeed, through the law, but through 
the righteousness of faith. 
14 For if" they which are 
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the Messinh (Gal. iiL 16) as his descend- 
ant, and to all his followers as the spi- 
ritual seed of the father of Ae fiiithful. 
When the apostle calls him "'the heir 
of the world," he sams up in this com- 
prehensive expression all the promises 
made to Abraham, intimating that his 
spiritual descendants, L 'e. those who 
possess his faith, shall yet be so name* 
rous as to possess all lands, y Or to 
Ms teed. To his posterity, or descend- 
ants. ^ Through the law. By the 
observance of the law ; or made in con-- 
sequence of observing the law ; or de- 
pending on the condition that he should 
observe the law. The covenant was 
iiiifde bef'jre the law of circumcision 
was given ; and long before the law. of 
Moses (comp. Gal. iiL 16, 17, 16), 
and was independent of both. 1 But 
through, &c. Ii^ consequence of^ or in 
connexion with 'the strong confidence 
which he showed in the promises of 
God. Gen. xv, 6. - 

14. .For if they -which are of the 
law. Who seek for justification and 
acceptance by the^ law, ^ Faith it 
made void. Faith would hav^ no place 
in the scheme; and eonseqnently the 
strong commendations bestowed on the 
faith of Abraham, would be bestowed 
without any just cause. If men are 
mstified by the 2aw, they cannot be by 
faith, and faith would be useless in 
this work. 1 And the' prondtej dec. A 
promite looks to the fature. Its design 
and tendency is to excite trust aiid 
confidence in him who makes it All 
the promises of God have this design 
and tendency; arid consequently, as 
God has given many promise, the ob- 
ject is to call forth the lively and con- 
«tant faitk of men, all going to show 
that in the divine estimation, /a»7A is 
of inestimable value. But if men are 
justified by the law ; if they aie ren- 
dered acceptable by conformity to the 
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of the law he heirs, faith is made 
void, and the promise made of 
none effect : 

15 Because the law * wprk- 
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institutions of Moses ; then they can 
not depend for acceptance on any pro-^ 
mite made to Abraham, or his seed. 
They cut themselves ofif from that pro- 
mise, and stand independent of it. 
That promise, hke all other promises^ 
was made to excite faith. If, therefMca, 
the Jews depended on the law for 
justification, they were cut off firom 
all the promitee made to Abraham; 
and if they could be justified by the 
law, the promise was useless. This ie 
as true now as it was then. If men 
seek to be justified by their morality, 
or their forms of religion, they cannot 
depend on any promite of tSod; for 
he has made no promise to any such at- 
tempt They stand independently of 
any promise, covenant, or compact, 
and are depending on a scheme of 
their own; a scheme which .weul^ ren- 
der his plan vain and useless ; which 
would render his promises, and the 
atonement of Cbristy^and the work of the 
Spirit of no value. It is clear, there- 
fore, that tuch an attempt at salvation 
cannot be successful. 

15. Becathe the law. All law. It 
is the tendency of law. ^ Worketh 
wrath. Produces or causes wrath. 
While, man is fallen, and a sinner, its 
tendency, so far from juttifiing him, 
and producing p0M», is just the re- 
verse. It condemns, denounces wrath, 
apd produces sufiering. The word 
wrath here is to be taken in the sen^e 
of punithment, ch..iL 8. And the 
meaning is, that the law of God, Re- 
manding perfect purity, and denounc- 
ing every sin, condemns the sinner, 
and consigns him to punishment .As 
the apostle had proved (ch. i. ii. iii.) 
that all were sinners, so it followed 
that if any attempted to be justified by 
the law, they would be involved only 
in condemnation and wrath. ^ For 
where^ ho law it, dec This is a gene* 
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eth vrrath : for where no • law 
is, there is no transgrei^sion. 

16 Therefore it is of faith, 
that it might be by grace ; to the 
end the promise might be ^nre 
to all the seed ; not to that only 
which is ^f the law, but to that 
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ml principle; a maxim of cpmmon 
justice aad of' common sense. Law is 
a mie of conduct. If no such rule is 
given and known, there can be no 
crime. Law expresses what may be 
done, and what may not be done. If 
there is no command to pursue a cer- 
tain coutse, no injunction to forbid 
certain conduct, actions will be inno- 
cent. The connexion in which this 
declaration is made here, seems to imply 
that as the Jews had a multitude of 
dear laws, and as the Gentiles had the 
laws of nature, there could be no hope 
of escape from the charge of their vio- 
lation. Since human nature was de- 
praved, and men were prone to sin, 
the more just and re|UK>nabIe the laws, 
the less hope was there of being justi- 
fied by the law, and the more certainty 
was there that the law would produce 
wrath and condemnation. 

16. Therefove, In view of the 
course of reasoning which has been 
pursued. We have come to this con- 
clusion. ^ It is of faith. Justification 
is by faith ; or the plan Which God has 
devised of saving men is by fiiith.* ch. 
iii. 26. 1 That it might be by grace. 
As a matter of niere undeserved mercy. 
If men were justified by lav, it would 
be by their oWn inerits; now it is of 
mere unmerited fiivour. ^ To the end. 
For the purpose, or deisign. ^ The 
promiae, &c, ver. 13. \ Might be ture. 
Might be firm, or established. On jaiiy 
other gpround, it could not be establish- 
ed. If it had depended on entire con- 
formity to the laro, the prottuse would 
never have been established, for none 
'^ould have yielded such obedience. 
But now it may be secured to all the 
posterity of Abraham. ^ To all the 
•eed, ver. la '^ J^ot to that only. 

I2 



also which is of the faith of Abra- 
ham, who is the father of us all, 
17 (As it is written, * I have 
made thee a father of many na- 
tions,) * before him whom he be- 
lieved, even God, who quicken- 
eth ^ the dead, and calleth those 

b 6eD.17.4. 1 or, like unto. e Eph.2.1,6. 

Not to that part of his descendants 
alone who were Jewv, or who had the 
law. ^ But to that, &c. To all who 
j^ould possess thosame faith >as Abra- 
ham, i The father of M alL Of all 
who believe, whether they hp Jews or 
Gentiles. 

17. ,.^ It it -written. Gen. xvii. 6. 
1 / have made thee. The word here 
used iii the Hebrew ,(Gjen.xvii.5) means 
literally, to give, to grant ; and also, 
to set, or constitute. This is also the 
meaning of the Gre^k woi'd used both 
by the LXX. and the apostle. The 
quotation is taken literally from the 
Septuagint The argument of the apos- 
tle is founded in part on the feict that 
the pa»t tense is used — ^I have made 
thee-rrand that God spoke of a thing as 
already doTte, which he had promised 
or purposed to do. The sense is, he 
had, in hio mind or purpote, constitute 
ed him the father of many nations; 
and so certain was the fulfilment of the 
divine purposes, that he spoke of it as 
f^lready lu^complished. ^ Of many na- 
tions. The apostle evidently under- 
stands this promise as referring, not to 
his natural descendants only, but to 
^e great jnultitude who should believe 
aa be did. ^ Before 1dm, In his ^iew, 
or sight; i. e. God regarded him as 
such a father. ' 1 Whom he believed. 
Whose promioe he believed; or in 
whom he trusted. ^ Who quickeneth 
the dead. Who gives tife^ to the dead. 
Eph. ii. 1. 5. This expresses the power 
of God, to give life. But why it is used 
h6re has been a subject of debate. I 
rctgard it as having reference to the 
strong natural improbability of the ful- 
filment of the prophecy when it was 
given, arising from the age of Abraham 
and Sarah, ver. 19. Abraham exer- 
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* things which be not aus hongh 
they were. 

18 Who against hope believ- 
ed in hope, that he flight be- 
come the father of many nations, 
according to that which was 
rpoken, * So shall thy seed be. 

19 And being not weak in 
faith, he considered not his own 
body now dead, when he was 

a tCor.1.28. lP«t2.ld^ ^0«ii.l5U. 

cised power in the God who gives life, 
and'whQ gives it as he pleases. It is 
one of his prerogatives ' to give life to 
the dead (wt^wc)t to raise up thos^ who 
are in their graves; and a power »imi' 
lar to that, or strongly reminding of 
that, was manifested in fulfilling the 
promise to Ablraham. The giving of 
this promise, and its fulfilment, were 
such as strongly to remind us that Go^ 
has power to give life to the dead. 
1 And caU^thi &c. That is, those ^ngs 
which he foretels and promises are so 
certain, that he may speak of them as 
already in existence. Thus in relation 
to Abraham, God, instead of simply 
promising- that he would make him the 
father of many nations, speaks of it as 
already done, " I hiivc made thee,'' &c. 
In his own mind, or purpose, he had 
so constituted 4iimi and it was so cer- 
tain that it would take place, that he 
might speak of it as already done. 

18. Who against hope. Who against 
all apparent or usual ground of hope. 
He refers here to the prospect of a pos- 
terity. See ver, 19 — ^21. ^ Seliex/ed 
in hope. Believed in that whidi was 
promised to excite his hope. Hope 
here is put for the object of his hopo-^- 
that which was proimsed. \ Acccrdr 
ing to that which was spoken. Gen, 
XV. 5, ^ 6*0 shall thy seed be. That 
is, as the stars in heaven Tor multitude. 
Thy posterity shall be very numerous. 

19. And being n6i weak^ in faith. 
That is, having strong faith. ^ 1 He 
conndered not. He did not regard the 
fact that his body was now dead, as 
'ny obstacle to Uie faifikiient of the 



about an hundred years old, nei- 
ther yet the deadness ^ of Sa- 
rah's womb : 

20 He staggered not at the 
promise of God through unbe- 
lief; but was strong in faitbt 
giving glory to God ; - 

21 And being fully persuaded 
ihiii what he had promised, he 
w«'is able '' also to perform. 

ead>.U.ll. d Geii.l8.U. Lu.1^7,45. Heb.U48. - 



promise. He did not su^Ksr.that fact 
to influence him, or to produce any 
doubt about the fulfilment Faith looks 
to the strength of God, not to second 
causes, or to difficulties that may .ap- 
pear formidable to man. 1 JVbw dead. 
Aged; dead as to the purpose under 
consideration. Comp, Heb. xi. 12, " As 
good as dead." That is, he was now at 
an ago when it was highly improbable 
that he would .have any children. 
Comp. Gen. xvii. 17. ^ Deadnelss, 
&c. Heb. xi. 11, " When she was 
past age." Comp. Gen. xvUL 1 1 . 

20. ffe staggered not. He was not 
moved, or agitated; he sl^ily and 
firmly believed the pronuse. 5 Qixdng' 
glory to God. Giving hon(Kir to God 
by the firmness with which he believed 
his promises. His conduct was such 
as to honour God; that is, to show 
Abraham's conviction ths^ he was wor- 
thy of implicit confidence and trust 
In this ws^ all who believe in the pro- 
mises of God do honour to him. They 
bear testimony to him that he is wor- 
thy of confidence. They become so 
many witnesses in hisfavour ; and fur- 
nish to their fellow-men evidence that 
God has a plalm oh the credence and 
trust of mankind. 

21. And being fully persuaded. 
Thoroughly or entirely convinced. 
Luke i. 1. Rom. xiv. 5. 2 Tim* iv. 5. 
17. ^.He was able. Comp. Gen. xviii. 
14. This was not the only time In 
which Abraham evinced this confi- 
dence His faith was equally implicit 
and strong when he was commanded to 
aacr^ce Ms promised s<>n. Heb. xi. 19. 
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22 And therefore it was im- 
puted to him for righteousness. 

23 Now • it was not written 
for his «ake alone, that it was 
imputed to him ; 

24 But for us * also, to whom 



a c.t6.4. lCor.10.ll. 
Mwie. Jno.8.14-16. . 



ijUtt4.a». 
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22. »^nd therefore. His faith was 
M> implicit, and so onwayering, that it 
was a demonstration that he was the 
firm friend of God. He was tried, and 
he had such confidence in God that he 
showed that he was supremely attach- 
ed to him, and would obey and serve 
him. This was reckoned as a full proof 
of friendship; and he was recognised 
and treated as righteous; i. e. as the 
friend of God. . Soe Note on ver. 3. 5. 

23. JYbio it vfos not written. The 
record of this extraordinary faith was 
not made on his account only; but it was 
made to show the way in which taen 
may be regarded and treated as right- 
eous by God. If Abraham was so re- 
g^arded and treated, then, on the same 
principle, all othen may be. God has 
but one mode nf justifying men. ^ Im- 
puted, Reckoned ; accounted. He was 
regarded and treated as the fiiend of 
God. 

24. But for us also. For our use 
(comp. ch. xy. 4. 1 Cor. x. U), that 
we might have an example of the way 
in which men may be accepted of God. 
It is recorded for our encouragement 
and imitation, to show that -we may in 
a similar manner be accepted and saved. 
^Ifvfe believe on him, dx. Abraham 
diowed his faith in God by believing 
ju»t -what God revealed to him. This 
was his faith, and it mi^ht be as strong 
and implicit as could be exercised under 
the fullest revelation. Fai^, now, is 
belief in God Just so far as he has re- 
veuled his -will to us. It is therefore 
the same in principle, though it may 
have reference to different objects. It 
IS confidence in the same God, accord- 
bg to what we know of his will. Abra- 
ham showed^ his faith mdinly in con- 
fiding in the promises of God respect- 



it shall be imputed, if we believe 
" on him that raised up Jesus our 
Lord from the dead ; 

25 Who was delivered ** for 
our offences, and was raised' 
again for our justification. 

d In.63.6,6. 2Cor.6.21. Heb.9 J8 lPet.2 J4. Bev.l & 
c 1 Gor.16.17. lPet:1.21. 

ing a numerous posterity. This was 
the leading truth made known to him^ 
and this, he believed. The main or 
leading truths that God has made 
known to us are, that he has given his 
Son to die ; that he has raised him up ; 
and that through him he is ready to 
pardon. To put confidcnce^in the»B 
truths is to believe now. Doing this, 
we believe in the same God that Abra- 
ham did; we evince thd same spirit; 
and thus show that we are the friends 
of the same God, and may be treated 
in the same manner. This is faith 
under the gospel (comp. Notes, Mark 
xvi. 16), and shows that the faith of 
Abraham and of all true believers is 
substantially the same, and is varied 
only by the difference of the truUis 
made known. 

25; ffho -was delivered. To death. 
Comp. Notes, Actfe ii. 23^ ^ For our 
offences. Oh account of our crimes. 
He was delivered up to death in order 
to make expiation for Our sins. \ Jlnd 
•was raised again, Froih the dead. 
^ For our justification. On account 
of our justification. In order that wo 
may be justified. The word justifica" 
tion here seems to be used in a large 
sense, to denote acceptance with God ; 
including not merely the formal act by 
which God pardons sins, and by which 
we become reconciled to him, but also 
the completion of the work — the treat- 
ment of us as righteous, and raising us 
up to a state of glory. By the deatn 
of Christ an atonement is made for sin. 
If it be asked how his resurrection 
contributes to our acceptance with 
God, we may answer, (I«) It rendered 
his work complete. His death W9uld 
have been unavailing, his work w xdd 
have been imperfect, if he had not I aen 
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'THEREFORE • being justi- 
fied by faith, we have peace 
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faised up from the dead. He submitted 
to death as a sacrifice, and it was need- 
ful that be should nse, and thus con- 
quer death and subdue our enemies, 
limt the work which he had undertaken 
mifi^ht be complete. (2.) His resurrec- 
tion was a proof that his work was ac' 
cepted by the Father. What he had 
done, in order that sinners might be 
saved, ^as approved. Our justifica- 
tion, therefore, became sure, as it was 
for this that he hod given himself up 
to death. (3.) His resurrection is the 
main-spring of all o^r hopes, and of all 
our efibrts to be saved. Life and im- 
mortaK^ are thus brought to light, 
2 Tim. i. 10. God ** hath begotten us 
again to a lively hope (a living, active, 
real hope), by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead:" 1 Pet 1 3. Thus 
the fact that he was raised becomes the 
ground of hope that vte shall be raised 
and accepted of God. The fact that he 
was raised, and that all who love him 
shall be rdsed also, becomes one of the 
most efficient motives to «» to seek to 
be justified and saved. There is no 
higher motive that can be presented to 
induce man to seek salvation than the 
fact that he may be raised up from 
death and the grave, and made immor- 
tal. There is no satisfactory proof that 
man can be thus raised up, but the re- 
surrection of Jesus ^Christ In that re- 
surrection we have a pledge that all his 
people will rise. " For if we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so 
them also which sleep in Jesus will 
God bring with him." 1 Thess. iy. 14. 
" Because I live," said Uie Redeemer, 
"ye shall live also." John xiv. 19. 
Comp. 1 Pet i. 21. 

CHAPTER V. 

Tub design of this chapter, which 
has usually been considered as one of 
the most difficult portions of the New 
Testfament, especially ver. 12 — ^21, is 
evidently to show the reiuUt or benefits 
of the doctrine of justification by faith, 
"^hat doctrine the apostle had now fully 



with God through our Lord Je 
8US Christ : 

• ImJB.17. Epta^M. O0I.I tt. 



established. He had shown in the pre- 
vious chapters, (1.) That men were 
under condemnation for sin ; (2.) That 
this extended alike to the Jews and the 
Gentiles ; (3.) That there was no way 
of escape now but by the doctrine of 
pardon, not by personal merit, but by 
grace; (4.) That thb plan was frilly 
made known by the gospel of Christ ; 
and (5.) That this was no new doc- 
trine, but was in fact substantially the 
same by which Abraham and David 
had been accepted before God. 

Having thus stated and vindicated 
the doctrine, it was natural to follow 
4ip the demonstration, by stating its 
bearing and its practical influence. This 
he does by showing that its immediate 
effect iato "produce peace, ver. 1. It gives 
us the privilege of access to the favour 
of God. ver. 2. But not only this, we 
are in a world of afliiction. Christians, 
like others, are surrounded with trials ; 
and a very important question was, 
whether this doctrine would have an- 
influence in supporting the soul in 
those trials. This question the apostle 
discusses in ver. 3-— 11. He shows 
that in fact Christians gloiy in tribu- 
lation, and that the reasons why they 
do so are, (,1.) That the natural effect 
of tribulations under the gospel was to 
lead to hope, ver. 3, 4. (2.) That the 
cttuie of tills was, that the love of God 
was sbed abroad in the heart by the 
Holy Ghost This doctrine he further 
confirms by showing the consolation 
which would be furnished by the fact 
that Christ had died for them. This 
involved a security that they wouh) be 
sustained in their trials, and that a vic- 
tory would be given them. For, (1.) 
It was the highest expression of love 
that he should die for enemies, ver. 6. 
7, 8. (2.) It followed that if he was 
given for them when they were ene- 
mies, it was much more probable, it 
was certain, that all needful grace 
would be furnished to them now that 
they were reconciled, ver. 9, 10, 11. 
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But there was another very mate- 
rial inquiry. Men were not only ex- 
posed to affliction, but they were in the 
midst of a wreck of tfUngB—'of a fall- 
en -world — of the proofs and memori- 
al3 of tin every -where. The first man 
had sinned, and the race was subject 
to sin and death. The monuments of 
death and sin were every where. It 
was to be expected that a remedy from 
God would have reference to this uni- 
versal state of sin and wo; and that it 
would tend to meet and repair these 
painful and wide spread ruins. The 
apostle then proceeds to discuss the 
question how the plan of salvation 
which involved justification by faith 
was adapted to meet these univer- 
sal and distressing evils, ver. 12 — ^1. 
The design of this part of the chapter 
is to show that the blessings procured 
by the redemption through Christ, and 
the plan of justification through him, 
greatly exceed all the evils which bad 
come upon the world in consequence 
of the apostacy of Adam. And if this 
was the case, the scheme of justifica- 
tion by faith was complete. It was 
adapted to the condition of falleu and 
ruined man; and was worthy of his 
affection and confidence. A particular 
examination of this argument of the 
apostle will occur in. the Notes on ver. 
12—21. 

1. Therefore (ow). Since we are 
thus, justified, or as a consequence of 
being justified, we have peace. \ Being 
'justified by faithi See Notes, ch. i. 
17 ; iu. 24 ; iv. 5. 1 We. That is, all 
who are justified. The apostle is evi- 
dently speaking of true Christians. 
\ Have peace roith God, See Note, 
John xiv. 27. True religion is often, 
represented aa peace with God. See 
Acts X. 36. Rom. viiL 6; x. 15; xiv. 
17. Gal. V. 22. See also Isa. xzzu. 17. 



** And the work of righteousness shall be 

peace, 
And the efiect of righteousness 
Quietness and assurance for eyer." 

This is called peace, because, ( 1 .) The 
sinner istepresented as the enemy of 
Grod. Rom. viiL 7. Eph. iL 16. Jametf 
iv. 4. John XV. .18. 24 { xviL 14. Rom. 



i. 80. (2.) The state of a smners 
mind is . far from peace. He is ofUin 
agitated, alarmed, trembling. He feels 
that lie is alienated from God. For 

^' The wicked are like the troublea sea. 

For if never can be at rest ; 

Wbosd paters cast up mire and dirt" 

Isa ivii 20. 

The sinner in this state regards God as 
his enemy. He . trembles when he 
thinks of his law ; fears his judgments; 
is alarmed when he thinks of hell. His 
bosom is a stranger to peace. This has 
been felt in all lands, alike under the 
thunders of the law of Sinai among 
the Jews; in the pagan ^orld; and in 
lands where the gospel is preached. It 
is the eflbct of an alarmed and troubled 
conscience. (3.) The plan of salva- 
tion by Christ reveals God as willing 
to be reconciled. He is ready to par- 
don, and to be at peace. If t^ sinner 
repents and believes, God can now con- 
sistently forgive him, and admit him to 
'favour. It is therefore a plan by which 
the mind of God and of the sinner 
can become- reconciled, or united in 
feeling and in purpose. The obstacles 
on the part of God to reconciliation, 
arising firom his justice and law, have 
been removed, and he is now willing 
to be at peace. The obstacles on the 
part of man, arising from his sin, his 
rebellion, and his coi^scious -guilt, may 
be taken away, and he can now regard 
God as his friend. (4.) The ejfect of 
thi9 plan, when the sinner embraces it, 
is to produce peace in his oyrn mind. 
He experiences peace ; a peace which 
the world gives not, and i;^hich the world 
cannot take away. Phil. iv. 7. 1 Pet 
h 8. John xvi. 22. Usually in the 
work of conversion to God, this peace 
is the first evidence that is felt of the 
change of heart Before, the sinner 
wsis agitated and troubled. But often 
suddenly, a peace and calmness is felt, 
which is before unknown. The «larm 
subsides ; the heart is calm ; the fears 
die away, like the waves of the ocean 
after a storm. A sweet tranquillity visits 
the heart-Hi' |>ure shining light, like 
thie sunbeams that break through the 
opening clouds after a tempest The 
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2 By whom • also we have 
access by faith into this grace 
wherein we stand, and rejoice * 
in hope of the glory of God. 



3 And not only se, but we 
glory * in tribulations also: know- 
ing that tribulation worketh pa- 
tience^ 



a John 14.6. 



b HeliAfi. 



« Matt,5.11,18. Jajnei 1.2,18. 



views, the feelings, the desires are 
changed ; and the bosom that was just 
before filled with agitation and alarm, 
that regarded God as its eneipy, is 
now at peace with him, and with all 
the world. ^ Throug-h our Lord 
Jeau9 ChriaU By means of the atone- 
ment of the Lord Jesus. It is Jut me- 
diation that has procured it 

2. Wc have acce»8. See Note, John 
ziv. 6. " I am the way,*' dec. Doddridge 
renders it " by whom we have been in- 
troduced" &,c liTDeMia^byjufhomrpc 
have the privilege of obtaining the fa- 
vour of God -which •«•« enjoy tohen roe 
are justified. The WQrd rendered "ac- 
cess" occurs but in two other places in 
the New Testament Eph. ii. 18 ; iii. 
12. By Jesus Christ the way is opened 
for us to obtain thit favour of God. 
^ By faith. By mcrins of faith, ch. i. 

17. \ Into this ^race. Into this 
favour of reconciliation with God. 
\ Wherein^ we ttcnd. In which we 
now are in copaeqijance of being justi- 
fied. ^ And r^oite. Religion is often 
represented as producing joy. Isa. xii. 
0; xxzv. 10; vl 9; Ixi. 3. 7; Ixv. 14. 

18. John xvi. 92. 24. Acts xiii. 52. 
Kom. xiv. 17. Gal. v. 22. 1 Pet. i. 8. 
The sources ot atep^ of this joy are 
these: (1.) yi>\ are justified, or re- 
r$arded by Go 1 n» rig^hteous. (2.) We 
are admitte(^ rito his favour, and abide 
ihere. (3.) We have the prospect of 
fitill higher t nd richer blessings .in the 
iulncss of bi » glory, when we are admit- 
ted to heavrp* ^ In hope. In the earnest 
iesirc arjc\ expectation of obtaining that 
flory. Jlybe is a complex emotion 
nade up of a desire for an object ; and 
in exf ectalion of obtaining it Where 
kither of these is wanting, there, is not 
%ope. Where they are mingled in im- 
proper proportions, there is not peace. 
But where the detire of obtaining an 
jbjcct is attended with an expectation 
3f obtaioing it in proportioti to that 



desire, there exists that peaceful, happy 
state of mind which we denominate 
hope. And the apostle here im^ies 
that the Christian Tiae an earnest deeire 
for that glory ; and that he has a con- 
fident expectation of obtaining it The 
result of that he imtiaediately states to 
be, that we are by it sustained in oai 
afflictions. 1 The glory of God, The 
glory that God will bestow on us. The 
word glory usually means splendour, 
magnificence, honour ; and the apostle 
here refers to that honour and dignity 
which will be ponferred on the redeem- 
ed when they are' raised up to the full 
honours of redemption; when they 
shall triumph in the completion of the 
work; and be freed from sin, and pain, 
and tedrs, and permitted to participate 
hi the full splendours that ^all encom- 
pass the throne of God in the heavens. 
See Note, Luke ii.-9. Comp. Rev. xxi. 
22—24; xxii. 5. Isa. U. 19, 20. 

?. Jlnd not only so. We not only 
rejoice in times of prosperity, and of 
health. Paul proceeds to show that this 
plan is not less adapted tj produce sup- 
port in trials, ^ But vte glory. The 
word used here is the same that is, 
in verse 2, translated "we rejoice" 
{itfwX'^H^'*)' It should have been so 
rendered here. The meaning is, thiat 
we rejoice not only in hope; not only 
in the direct resulte.of justification, in 
the immediate efiect which religion 
itself produces ; but we cqriy o'lir joy 
and triumph ev<Bn into the midst of 
trials. In accordance with this, out 
Saviour directed his followers to re- 
joice iii persecutions. Matt v. IT, 12. 
Comp. James i. 2. 12. H In tribula^ 
Uona, In afflictions. The word used 
here refers to all kinds 4}{ trials which 
men ar^ caHed to endure ; though it is 
possible that Paul referred particularly 
to the various persecutions and trials 
which they were called to endure as 
Chriatiuha, 1 Knowing. Beina m- 
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4 And patience, experience; 
and. experience, hope ; 

flured of this. Paulas anorance might 
have arisen from reasoning on the na- 
ture of religion, and its tendency to 
produce comfort; or it is more probable 
that he was speaking here the language 
of his own experience. He had found 
it to be so. This was written near the 
close of his life; and it states the per- 
sonal experience of a' man who en- 
dured, perhiqM, as much as any one 
ever did, in attempting to .spread the 
gospel ; and far more than tommonly 
falls to the lot of mankind. Yet he, 
like all other Christians, could leave his 
deliberate testimony to the fact that 
Christianity was sufficient to sustain 
the soul in its severest trials. See 2 
Cor. L 3—6; xi. 24—29; xiL 9, 10. 
^ Worketh, Produces; the effect of 
afflictions oh the minds of Christians 
is to make them patient Sinnera are 
irritated and troubled by them, the^ 
murmur, and become more and more 
obstinate and rebellious. They have 
no sources of consolation ; they deem 
God a hard master ; and they become 
fretful and rebellious just in proportion 
to the depth and continuance of their 
trials. But in the mind of a Christian, 
who regards his Father's hand in it ; 
who sees that he deserves no mercy ; 
who has cdn^dence in the wisdom and 
goodness of God ; who feels that it is 
necessary for his own good to be 
afflicted ; and-who experiences its hap- 
py, subduing, and mild effect in re- 
straining his sinful passions, and in 
weaning him from the world — ^the effect 
is to produce patience. Accordingly 
it will usually be found that those 
Christians who are longest and most 
severely afflicted are jthe most patient 
Year after year of suffering produces 
increased peace and calmness of s6ul ; 
and at the end of his course the Chris- 
tian, is more willing to be afflicted, and 
bears his afflictions more calmly, than at 
the beginning. He who on earth was 
most afflicted was the most patient of all 
sui&fors; and not less patient when he 



5 And hope • maketh ^not 
ashamed; because the love of 



• Fhil.1.90. 



was ** led as a lamb to the slaughter,'' 
than when he experienced the firat trial 
in' his great work. ^ Patience. ** A 
calm temper, which suffers evils with- 
out murmuring or discontent" {fFeb» 
8ter,) 

4. .^nd patience, experience. Pa- 
tient endurance of trial produces expe- 
rience. The word rendered experience 
(fuu/AHf) means trials tetting, or that 
tiiorough examination by which we 
ascertain the quality or nature of a 
thing, as when we test a metal by fire, 
or in any other way, to aiscertain that 
it is genuine. It also means appro- 
bation, or the result of such a trial ; 
the being approved, and accepted as 
the effect of a trying process. The 
meaning is, that long afflictions borne 
patiently show a Christian what he 
is; they test ^is religion,, and prove 
that it is genuine. Afflictions are often 
sent for this purpose, and patience in 
the midst of them shows that the re- 
Ugion which can sustain them is from 
God. H And experience, hopp. The 
result of such Iqng trial , is to produce 
hope. They show that religion is 
genuine ; that it is from God ; and not 
only so, but they direct the mind on- 
ward to another world;' and sustain 
the soul by the prospect of a glorious 
immortality there. The various steps 
and stages of the benefito of afflictions 
are thus beautifully delineated by the 
aposUe in a manner which accords 
with the experience of all the children 
ofGod. . 

5. And hope maketh not ashamed 
That is, this hope will not disappoint, 
or deceive. When we hope for an 
object which we. do not obtain, we are 
conscious of disappointment; perhaps 
sometimes of a feeling of shame. But 
the apoetiesays that the Christian hope 
is such tiiat it will be fulfiUed ; it will 
not disappoint; what we hope for we 
shall certainly obtain. See Phil. i. 80. 
Th6 expression used here is probably 
taken from Ps. Xxii. 4, 5. 
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God i0 shed abroad in our hearts 
by the Holy G-host, ' which is 
given unto us. 

• Bpk.l.iabl4. 

^ Our &then trusGBd in thee ; 

The f trusted ; and thou didtt deliver thei^. 

They cried unto thee. 

And were delivered ; 

They trusted in thee, 

And were not confounded*' [ashamed]. 

1 Becofue the love of God, Love to- 
ward God. There is produced an 
abundant, an overflowing love to God. 
^ It »hed abroad. Is di£fused ; is 
poured out; is abundantly produced 
(cjw^yvTdu). This word is properly ap- 
plied to loateTj or to any other liquid 
that is poured Out, or diffused. It is 
used also to denote importing, or com- 
municating freely or abundantly, and 
is thus expressive of the influence of 
the Holy Spirit poured down, or abun- 
dantly imparted to msa. Acts x. 45. 
Here it means that love towards God 
is copiously or abundantly giv^n to a 
Christian ; his heart is conscious of 
high and abundant love to (xod, and 
by this he is sustained in his afflictions. 
'i ^By the Holy Ghost, It is produced 
by the influence of the Holy Spirit. 
All Christian graces are traced to his 
influence. Gal. v. 22, <* But the fruit 
of the Spirit is ^wc, joy," dec. ^ Which 
t> given unto uo. Which Spirit is 
given or imparted to U9. Th& Holy 
Spirit is thus represehted as dwielling 
in the hearts of believers. 1 Cor. vi. 
19; iii. 16. 2 Cor. vi. 16. In all these 
places it is meant that Christians are 
under hb sanctifying in^ence; that 
he pKxluces in their hearts the Chris- 
tian graces ; and Alls their minds with 
peace, and love, and joy. 

6. For rohen, dec This opens a 
new view of the subject, or it is a new 
argument to show that bur hope will 
not make ashamed, or will not disap- 
point us. The first argument he had 
seated in the previous verse, that the 
Holy Ohost was given to us. The 
■next) which he ^now; states, is, that 
God had given the most ample proof 



6 For when we were yet 
without strength, * in due ' time 
Christ died for the ungodly. 
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that he would sAve us by gii^ng hoi 
Son when we were sinners ; and &at 
he who had done so much for us wbeo 
we were enemieo, would not now f^l 
us when we are hi^ friends, ver. 6 — 10. 
He has performed the more difficult 
part of the woriL by reconciling us 
when we 'Were enemies; and he will 
not now forsake us, but will carry for- 
ward and complete what he has begun. 
^ We -were yet -without atrength. The 
word here used {ia^Zf) is usually ap- 
plied to those who are sick and feeble, 
deprived of strength by disease. Matt. 
XXV. 38. Luke x. 9. Acts iv. 9.; v. 15. 
But it is also used in a moral sense, to 
denote inability or feebleness with re- 
gard to any undertaking or duty. Here 
it means that we were without strength 
in regard to the case -which the apos- 
tle was considering s that is, we had 
no power to devise a scheme of justifi- 
cation, to make an atonement, or to 
put away the wrath of God, dtc. While 
all hope of man's being saved by 
any plan of his own was thus taken 
away ; while he was thus lying ex- 
posed to dirine justice, and dependent 
on the mere mercy of God ; Grod pro- 
rided a plan which met the ca^e, and 
secured his salvation. The remark of 
the apostle here has reference only to 
the condition of the race before an 
atonement is made. It does not per- 
tain to Ae question whe&er'man hto 
strength to repent and to believe af- 
ter an atonement m made, wl4ch is a 
very different inquiry. \ /n due^ time. 
Margin,' According to the time {mitftd 
ftee^oy). In a timely manner ; at the pro- 
per time. Gal. iv. 4, " But when the 
fulness of time was come," dec This 
may mean, (1.) That it was a fit or 
proper time. All experiments had fail- 
ed to save men. For four thousand 
years the trial had been made under 
the law among the Jews ; and by the 
aid of the most enlightened reason in 
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7 For scarcely for a righteous 
man will one die ; yet peradven- 

Greece and Rome ; and still it was in 
rain. No scheme ba4 been devised to 
meet the maladies of the world, and to 
save men from death. It was then 
time that a better plan should be pre- 
sented to men. (2.) It was the time 
fixed and appointed by God for the 
Messiah to come ; the time which had 
been designated by the prophets. Gen. 
xlix. 10. Ban. ix. 24—27. See John 
xiii. 1 ; xvii. 1. (3.) It was a most 
favourable time for the spread of the 
gospel. The world was expecting such 
1^ event ; was at peace ; and was sub- 
jected mainly to the Roman power; 
and furnished facilities never before 
experienced for introducing the gospel 
rapidly into every lanid. See Notes, 
Matt. iL 1, 2. ^ For the ungodltf. 
Those who do not worship God. It 
here means sinnera in general, and 
does not difier materially from what ib 
meant by-the word translated " without 
strength." See Note, chr iv. 5. 

7. For acarcely, &c. The design 
of this, verse and the following is, to 
illustrg^tc the great love of God by com- 
paring it with what fmtnwa^ willing to 
do. * It is an unusual occurrence, an 
event which is all that we can hope for 
from the highest human benevolence 
and the purest friendship, that one 
would be witling to die for a good man. 
There are none who would be willing 
to die for a man who was seeking to 
do us injury, to calumniate our charac- 
ter, to destroy our happiness or our 
property. But Christ was willing to 
die for bitter foes/ \ Scarcely, With 
difficulty. It is an event which cannot 
be expected to occur often. There 
would scarcely be found an. instance in 
which it would happen. ^ A right- 
eoua man* A just man ; a man dis- 
tinguished simply for integrity of con- 
duct ; one who hais no remarkable claims 
for amiablenesB of character, for bene- 
volence, or for personal friendship. 
Much as we may admire such a man, 
and applaud him, yet .he has not. the 
characteristics which would appeal to 



tare for a good man some woidd 
even daie to die. 

our hearts to induce us to lay down 
our lives for him. Accordingly, it is 
not known that aiiy instance has oc- 
curred where for auch a man one would 
be willing to die. ^ For a righteona 
man. That is, in his place, or in his 
stead. A man would scarcely lay down 
his own life to save that of a righteous 
man: t f^*^^ one die. Would one be 
willing to die. Y. Tet per adventure. 
Perhaps^ implying that this was an 
event which might be expected to oc- 
cur. ^ For a good man. That is, 
not merely a man who is coldly just ; 
but a man whose characteristic is that 
of kindness, amiableness, tenderness. 
It is evident that the case of such a 
man would be much more likely to ap- 
peal to our feelings, than jUiat of one 
who is merely a man of integrity. Such 
a man is susceptible of tender friend- 
ship; and probably the apostle intend- 
ed to refer to such a case — a case where 
we would be willing to expose life for 
a kind, tender, faithful friend. ^ Some 
•would even dare to die. Some would 
have courage to give his life. Instances 
of this kind, though not many, have 
occurred. The affecting case of Da- 
mon and Pythias is one. Damon had 
been condemned to death by the tyrant 
Dionysius of Sicily, and obtained leave 
to go and settle his domestid affairs on 
promise of returning at a stated hour 
to the place of execution. Pythias 
pledged himself to undergo the punish- 
ment if Damon should not return in 
time, and deliver himself into the hands 
of the tyrant. Damon returned at the 
appointed moment, just as the sentence 
was about to be executed on Pythias; 
and Dionysius was so struck with the 
f Jelity of the two friends, that he re- 
mitted their punishment, and entreated 
them to permit him to share their 
friendship. (VaL Max. 4. 7.) This 
case stands almost alone. , Our Saviour 
says that it is the liighest expression 
of love among mep. " Greater love 
hath no man than this, that a man la) 
dowii his life for his friends." John xv 
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8 But God commendeth his 
love towards us, in that, while * 
we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us. 

9 Much more then, being now 

« Jiio.U.13. lP»La.l8. 1JB0.S.1C 

1 3 , The friendship of David and Jona- 
than seenui also to have been of this 
character, that one would have been 
willing to lay down his life for the 
other. 

8. Sut God commendeth, &c. God 
has exhibited, or showed his love in 
this unusual and remarkable manner. 
Y Hit love* His kind feeling ; his be- 
neficence ; his willingness to submit to 
«acrifice to do good to others. ^ FThile 
toe vfere yet tinners. And of course 
his enemies. In this, his love surpasses 
all that has ever been manifested among 
men. \ Chriet died for, us, Ih our 
stead ; to save us from death. He took 
our place; and by dying himself on 
the cross, saved us from dying eternally 
in hell. 

9. Jllach more, then. It is much 
more reasonable to expect it There 
are fewer obstacles in the way. If, 
when we were enemies, he overcame 
all that was in the way of our salva- 
tion ; much more have we reason to 
expect that he will afford us protection 
now that we are his friends. This is 
one ground of the ho|>e expressed in 
ver. 5. ^" Being now justijied. Par- 
doned ; accepted as his friends. \ By 
his blood. By his death. Note, ch. 
iii. 25. The fact that we arer purchased 
by his blood, and sanctified by it, ren- 
ders us sacred in the eye of God ; be- 
stows a value on us proportionate to 
the Worth of the price of our redemp- 
tion ; and is a pledge that he will keep 
that which has been so. dearly bought 
1 Saved frqm rorath. From hell; 
from the punishment due to sin. Note, 
ch. ii. 8. ' 

10. For if. The idea in ^this verse 
is simply a repetition and enlargeineiit 
of that in ver. 9. The apostle dwells 
on the thought, and places it in a new 
light, furnishing thus a strong confir- 



justified by his blood, ^ we shall 
be saved from ^ wrath through 
him. 

10 For if, when we were ene- 
mies, we were reconciled to God 
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mation of his position. ^ When -me 
toere enemies. The work was under* 
taken while we were enemies. From 
being enemies we were changed to 
friends by that work. Thus it was 
commenced by God ; its foundation 
was laid while we were still hostile to 
it; it evinced, therefore, a determined 
purpose on the part of God to perform 
it ; and he has ihus given a pledge that 
it shall be perfected. ^ We toere re- 
conciled. Note, Matt v. 24. We aro 
brought to an agreements to a state 
of friendship arid union. We became 
his friends, laid aside our opposition, 
and embraced him as bur fnend and 
portion. To effect this is the great 
design of the plan of salvation. 2 Cor 
V. 1 —20. Col. i. 21. Eph. it. 16. It 
means that there were obsuicles «idst- 
mg on both sid^s to a reconciliation ; 
and that these have been removed by 
the death of Christ ; and that a union 
has thus been effected. This has been 
done in i^emoving the obstacles on the 
part of God — ^by maintaining the ho- 
nour of his law; showing his hatred 
of sin; upholding his justice, and 
maintaining his truth, at the same time 
that he pardons. Note, ch. iii. 26* ' And 
on the part of man, by removing his 
unrvillingness to be reconciled ; by sub- 
duing, changing,, and sanctifying his 
heart; by overcoming his hatred of 
God, and of his law ; and bringing him 
into submission to the government of 
God. So that the Christian is in fact 
reconcfled to God ; he is his friend ; he 
is pleased with his law, his character, 
ai^d his plan of salvation. And all this 
has been accomplished by the sacrifice 
of tho Lord Jesus as an offering in our 
place. 1 Mitch more. It is much more 
to be expected; there are still stronger 
and more strikirig consideiations to 
show it *f By his life. We were re- 
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by the death of his Son, mtich " 
more, being reconciled, we shall 
be saved by * his life, 

II And not only «o^but we 
also joy * in God, through our 



«c.8.a8.. 
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eonciled by his death. Death may m- 
clude possibly his low, humble, imd 
Bu^ering condition. Death has the ap- 
pearance of great feebleness^; the death 
of Christ had the appearance of the 
defeat of his plans* His enemies tri- 
umphed and rejoiced over him on the 
cross, and in the tomb. Yet the ejSect 
of this feeble, low, and humiliating 
state was to reconcile us to God. .If in 
thit state, when humble, despised, dying, 
dead, he had power to' accomjpUsh so 
great a work zs to reconcile us to Qod, 
how much more may we expect .Uiat 
he wilt be able to keep us how that he 
is a living, exalied, and triumphant Re- 
deemer. If hi^ fainting powers in dying 
were such as to reconcile us, how much 
more shall his full, vigorous powers as 
an exalted Redeemer, be sufficient to 
keep and save us. This, argumelit is 
but an expansion of what the Saviour 
himself said. John xiv. 19, ** Because 
I live, ye shall live also.*' 

11. And not only to. The apostle 
states itnother effect of justification. 
^ We alto joy in God, In ver. 2, he 
had said that we rejoice in tribulations, 
and in hope of the glory of God. But 
he here adds that we rejoice in Qod 
MmBclf; in his existence; his attri- 
butes ; his justice, holiness, mercy, 
truth, love. The Christian rejoice 
that (yod isr such jb b6ing as he is ; and 
glories that the universe is under his 
administration. The sinner is opposed 
to him; he finds no pleasure in him; 
he fears or hates him; and deems him 
unqualified for universal empire^ But 
it is one characteristic of true piety, 
one evidence that we are truly recon- 
ciled to God, that we rejoice in him aa 
\e it ; and find pleasure in the contem- 
plation of his perfections as they arc 
revealed in the Scrfptures. Y T^hrough 
our Ijiird, &c. By the mediation of 



Lord Jesus Christ, by wliom we 
have now received the * atone- 
ment. 

12 Wherefore, as * by one 
man sin entered into the world, 

* or, ruxMeaiatwn, d Oen.3.6,19. 



our Lord Jesus, who has revealed the 
true character of God, and by whom 
we have been reconciled to him. ^ The 
atonement, Maigin, or reconciliation. 
This ia the only instance in which our 
translators have used the word af one- 
men* in the N€w Testament The 
word frequently oceurs^ in the Old. 
Ex. xxix. 33. 86, 37 ; xxx. 10. 16, 16, 
&:c. &c. As it is now used by hs, 
it commonly means the rantdm, or 
the gacrifice, by means of which re- 
conciliation is effected between God 
and man. But in this place it has a 
different sense. It means the r'econci' 
Uation tV»e//* between God and man; 
tiot the means by which reconciliation 
is efiected. It denotes not that we 
have received a rantom^ or an offering 
by which reconciliation might be e^ 
fected ; but that in fact toe have be- 
come reconciled through him. This 
was the ancient meaning of the Eng 
lisfa wofd atonemerit^AT oKb msitt — 
being at otie, or reconciled. 

-He seeks to make atonement 

Between the duke of Glo^ster and your 
hrotheni^Shakspeare. 

The Greek word . which denotes the 
expiatory offering by which a reconcili- 
ation is effected, is different from tlft 
one here. See Note, ch. lit. ^. The 
word used here (jutcrA^xat^ij) is never 
•used to denote such an offering, but 
denotes the reconciliation ittelf, 

12 — ^21. This passage has been usu- 
ally regarded as the most difficult pan 
of the New Testament. It is not the 
design of these Notes to enter into a. 
minute criticism of. contested points 
like Ais. They who wish 4o see a full 
discussion of the passage, may find it 
in theprofessedly critical commentaries; 
and especially in the commentaries of 
Thol^ck and of ProfeiAsor Stuart on 
the Romans. The meaning of the pas- 



112 



ROMANS. 



[A O 60 



and death by sin ; and so death 



1 OT, in loAom. 



sage in lU g^eneral bearing ia not dif- 
ficult ; and probably the whole passage 
would have been found yhr lest difficult 
if it had not been attached to a phi- 
loaophical theory on the subj^t of 
man's sin, and if a strenuous and in- 
defatigable effort had not been made 
to prove that it teaches what it was 
never designed to teach. The plain and 
obvious design of the passage is this, to 
^hoto one of the benefits of the doC' 
trine of justification by faith. The 
apostle had shown, (1.) That. Uiat 
doctrine produced peace, ver. 1. (2.) 
That it produces joy in the prospect of ^ 
future glory, ven 2. (3.) That it sus- 
tained the soul in afflictions; (a) by 
the regular tendency of afflictiona un- 
der the gospel, yer. 3, 4 ; and (6) by 
the fact that the Holy Ghost was im- 
parted to the believer. {4.) That this 
doctrine rendered it certain that we 
should be saved, because Christ had 
died for' us, ver. 6 ; because this was the 
highest expression of love, ver. 7, 8 ; 
and because if we had been reconciled 
when thus alienated, we should be 
saved now that we are the friends of 
God, ver. 9, 10. (5.) That it led 
lis to rejoice in God himself i produced 
joy in his presence, and in all his attri- 
Dutes. He now proceeds to show the 
bearing on that jgjeat mass of evil which 
had been introduced ijoto the world by 
sin, and. to prove that the benefits of 
the atonement were far greater than 
the evils which had been introduced 
by the acknowledged effects of the sin 
of Adam. " The design is to exalt our 
views of the work of Christ, and of the 
plan of justification, through him, by 
comparing them with the evil conse- 
quences of the sin of our first father, 
and by showing that the blessings in 
question not only extend io the remo- 
val of these jevils, but fint beyond this, 
ao that the grace of the gospel has not 
only abounded, but superabounded" 
{Prof iStuq,rt.) 'In .doing this, the 
apostle admits,, as an undoubted aiid 
well-understood &ct,«^ 



passed upon all men, ^ for that 
all have isinned. 

1. That sin came into the world by 
one man, and death as the consequence, 
ver. 12. 

2. That death had passed on allj 
even on those who had not the light 
of revelation, and the express com* 
mands of God. ver. 13, 14. 

3. That Adam was the figure, the 
type of him that was to come ; that 
there was some sort of analogy or re- 
semblance between the results of his 
act and the results of the work of 
Christ That analogy consisted in 
the fact that the efiects of his doings 
did not terminate on himseU^ but ex- 
tended to numberless other persons, 
and that it was. thus with the work of 
Christ ver. 14. But he shows, 

4. That there were very material 
and important differences in the two 
cases. There was not a perfect paral- 
lelism. The effects of the. work of 
Christ were far more than simply to 
counteract the evil introduced by the 
sin of Adam. The differences between 
the effect of his act and the work of 
Christ are these. (I.) The sin of 
Adam led to condemnation. The work 
of Christ has an opposite . tendency, 
ver. 15, (2.) The condemnation which 
came from the sin of Adam was the re- 
sult of one offence. The work of 
Christ was to deliver from> many 
offences, ver. 16. (3.) ^The work of 
Christ was fiir more abundant and 
overflowing in its influence. It extend- 
ed deeper and farther.^ It was more 
than a compensation for the evils of 
the fall. ver. 17. 

5. As the act of Adam threw its 
influence over all men to secure their 
condemnation, so the. work of Christ 
was fitted to affect all men, Jews and 
Gentiles, in bringing them into a ■ state 
by which they' might be delivered from 
the fall, and restored . to the favour of 
God. It was in itself adapted^ to pro- 
duce far more and greater benefita than 
the crime of Adam had done evil ; and 
was thus a glorious plan, just fitted tr 
meet th^ actual condition of a world 
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of sin ; and to repair the evils which 
apostasy had introduced. It had thus 
the evidence that it originated in the 
benevolence of God, and that it was 
adapted to the human condition, ver. 
18—2). 

12. JVherefore (Jtd Touro). On this 
account. This is not an inference 
from what has gone before, but a 
continuance of the design of the apos- 
tle to show the advantages of the plan 
of justification by faith ; as if he had 
said, * The advantages of that plan have 
been seen ii> our comfort and peace, 
and in its sustaining power in afflic- 
tions. Further, the advantages of the 
plan are seen in regard to this, that it is 
applicable to the condition of man in a 
world where the sin of one man has pro- 
duced 80 much wo and death. On this 
account also it is a matter of joy. It 
meets the ills of a fallen race ; and it is 
therefore a plan adapted to man.' Thus 
imderstood, the connexion and design 
of the passage is easily explained. In 
retpect to the state of thing's into 
which man is &llen, the benefits of 
this plan may be seen, as adapted to heal 
the maladies, and to be commensurate 
with the evils which the apostasy of 
one man brought upoii the world. This 
explanation is not that which is usually 
given to this place, but it is that which 
seems to me to be demanded by the 
strain of the apostle's reasoning. The 
passage is eUipticdl^ and there is a ne- 
cessity of supplying something to make 
out the sense. 1 As («!i«o]n^). This is 
the form of a companson* But the 
other part of the comparison is deferred 
to ver. 18. The connexion evidently 
requires us to understand the other part 
of the comparison of the work of- 
Christ In the rapid train of ideaa. in 
the mind of the apostle, this was de- 
ferred to make room for explanations 
(ver. 13 — 17). *As by one man sin 
entered into the world, &c., so by the 
work of Christ a remedy has been pro- 
vided, commensurate with the evils. 
As the rin of one man had such an in- 
fluence, so the work of the Redeemer 
has an influence to meet and to coun- 
teract those evils.' The passage in ver. 

k3 



13 — 17 is therefore to be regarded as 
a parenthesis thrown in for thA purpose 
of making explanations, an J to show 
how the cases oC Adam and of Christ 
differed from each other. ^ By one 
man, dec. By means of one man ; by 
the t;rime of one man. His act was 
tibie occasion of the introduction of all sin 
into all the world. The apostle here 
refers to the well known historical fact 
(Gen. iii. 6, 7), without any explana- 
tion of the mode or cause of this. He 
adduced it as a fact that was well 
known ; and evidently meant to speak 
of it not for the purpose of explaining^ 
the mode, or even of making this the 
leading or prominent topic in the dis- 
cussion.- His main design is not to 
speak of the^ manner of the introduction 
of sin, but to show that the work of 
Christ meets and removes well-known 
and extensive evils. His explanatiomv 
therefore, are chiefly confined to the 
work of Christ He speaks of the in- 
troduction^ the spread, and the effedB 
of sin, not as having .any theory to 
defend on that subject, not as dengn 
ing to enter into a minute description 
of the case; but as it was manifest on 
the face of things, as it stood on the 
historical record, and as it was under- 
stood and admitted by mankind. Great 
perplexity has been introduced by for- 
getting the scope of the apostle's argu- 
ment here, and by supposing that he 
was defending a peculiar theory on 
the subject of the introduction of sin; 
whiereas, Aothing is more foreign to his 
design. He is showing how the plan 
of justification meets well understood 
and acknotoledged . universal evils. 
Those evils he refers to just as they 
were seen, and admitted to exist Ah 
men see them, and feel them, and prac- 
tically understand them. The truth itf, 
that the doctrine of the fall of man, 
and the prevatence of sin and death, 
do not belong peculiarly to Christianity 
any more than the introduction and 
spread of disease does to the science of 
the healing art, Christianity did not 
introduce sin ; nor is it responsible foi 
it The existence of sin and wo be* 
longs to the race ; appertains equally 



114 



ROMANS. 



[A. D. 60. 



iO all «ystem« of religion, and is a part 
of the melancholy history of man, whe- 
ther Christianity be true or false. The 
existence and extent of sm and death 
^re not affected if the infidel could 
show that Christianity was an imposi- 
tion. They would still remain. The 
Christian religion is just one mode of 
propoaing" a remedy for -well-known 
and desolating evile s just as the sci- 
ence of medicine proposes a remedy for 
diseases which it did not introdace» 
^d which could not be stayed in their 
desolations, or modified, if it could be 
shown that the whole science of heal- 
ing was pretension and quackery. 
Keeping tl^s design of the apostle 
in view, th^efore, and remembering 
that he is not defending or stating 
a theory about the introduction of sin, 
but that he is explaining the way in 
which the*work of Christ delivers ^om 
a deep-felt universal evil, we shall find 
the explanation of this passage disen- 
cumbered of many of die difiiculties 
with which it has been thought usually 
to be invested. ^ Sy one man. By 
Adam. See ver. 14.. Jt is true that 
sin was literall}' introduced by Evet 
who was first in the transjgression. 
Gen. iii. 6. 1 Tim..ii. 14. But thd 
apostle evidently is not explaining the 
precise mode in which sin was intro- 
duced, or making this . his leading 
points He therefore speaks of the in- 
troduction of sin in a popular sense, as 
it was generally understood. . The fol- 
lowing reasons may be suggested why 
the man is mentioned rather than the 
woman as the cause of the introduc- 
tion of sin :. (1.) It was the natural and 
jsual way of expressing such an event. 
We say that nian sinned, that man is 
redeemed, ,mah dies, &.c. We do not 
pause to indicate the sex in such ex« 
ju-essions. So in this, he undoubtedly 
meant to say that it was introduced by 
the parentage of the human race. 
(2.) The name Mam in Scripture 
was given to the created pair^ the, pa- 
rents of the human family, a name de- 
signating their earthly orij^n. Gen. v. 
1, 2, "In the day that God created 
man, in the likeness of God made he 



bmi ; male and female uieatea lie them, 
and blessed them, and called their 
name Adam" The name Adam, there- 
fore, used in this connexion (ver. 14), 
would suggest the united parentage 
of the human family. (3.) In trans- 
actions where man. and woman are 
mutually concerned, it b usual to speak 
of the man first, on account of his being 
constituted superior in rank and autho- 
rity. (4.) The comparison on the one 
side, in the apostle's argument, is of the 
man Christ Jesus ; ^d to secure thejit^ 
neaa, the congruity (^Stuart) of the 
comparison, he,spes^ of the man only 
in the previous transaction. (5.) The 
sin of the woman was not cpmplete in 
its effects without the concurrence of 
the man. It was their uniting in i^ 
which was the cause of the evil. Hence 
the man is especially mentioned as hav- 
ing rendered the offence -what it toa» / 
as having completed it, and entailed its 
curses on the race. — From these re- 
marks it is clear that the apostle doe? 
not refer to the man here from any idea 
that there was any particular covenant 
transaction with Aim, but that he means 
to speak of it in the usual, popular 
aensp; referring to him as being the 
fountain of all the woes that sin has 
introduced into the world. K Sin en- 
tered into the -world. He was the first 
sinner of the race. The word sin here 
evidently means the violation of the law 
of God. He was the first sinner among 
mejD, and in consequence all others be- 
came sinners. The apostle does not 
here refer to Satan, the tempter, though 
he was the euggeater of evil ; for his 
design was to discuss the effect of the 
plan of salvation in meeting the sins 
and calamities of our race. This de- 
sigh, therefore, did not require him to 
introduce the sin ot another order of 
beings. He says, therefore, that Adam 
was the first sinner of the race, and 
that death was the consequence. Y Into 
the xoorld. Among mankind. John i. 
10; iil 16, 17. The term -worUl is 
often thus used . to denote human 
beings, the race, the human family. 
The apostle here evidently is not dis- 
cussing the doctrine of oHgimU sin; 
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out he is stating a dmpl^ fact, inteiii- 
gible to all: *The first man violated 
the law of God, and in this way sin 
was intruduced among men.' In this 
fact — ^is general, simple declaration — 
there is no mystery. ^ Jlrid death by 
sin. Death was the consequence of 
sin; or was introduced because man 
sinned. This is a simple statement of 
an obvious and well-known £ict It is 
repeating simply what is said in Gen. 
iiL 19, ** In the sweat of thy lace sfaalt 
thou eat bread, till thou,te(um into the 
ground ; for out of it wast thou taken ; 
fur dfxst thou art, and unto dust shalt 
then return.'' The threatening - was 
(Gen. u. 17), " Of the We of the know- 
ledge of good and eyit, thou . shalt not 
eat of it, for in the day that thou eat- 
est thereof, thou, shalt surely die.". If 
an inquiry be made . here, how- Adam 
would understand this ; I Vepiy, that we 
have no reascm to think he would Un- 
derstand it as referring to any thing 
more- than the loss of life as an ex- 
pression of the displeasure of God. 
Moses does not intimate that he was 
learned in the nature. of laws and pe- 
nalties; and his narrative, would lead 
us to suppose that this was all that 
would ocpur to Adam. .And indeed, 
there is the highest evidence that the 
case admits of, that this wa« his under- 
standing of it For in the account of the 
inflicHon of the penalty after the law 
was violated ; in God's own interpreta- 
tion of it, in Gen. iii. 19, there is still 
no reference to any thing further. 
**Dust thou art, and unto dust. shalt 
thou return." Now it is incredible 
that Adam should have understood 
this as referring to what has been call- 
ed '* spiritual death," and to *' eternal 
death," when neither in the threaten- 
ing, nor in the account of the infliction 
of the sentence, is there the dightest 
recorded reference to it.. Men have 
done great injury in the cause of cor- 
rect interpretation by carrying their 
notions of doctrinal subjects to the ex- 
planation of words and phrases in the 
Old Testament They have usually 
described Adam as endowed with all 
ihe refuMment, and posaeaaed of all the 



knowledge, and adorned wiUi all the 
metaphysical acumen and subtilty of a 
modem theologian. They have deemed 
him qualified, in die very in&nc^ of 
the world, to understaDd and discuss 
questions, which, under all the Ught of 
the Christian revelation, still perplex 
and embarrass the human mind. Afler 
these accounts of the . endowments of 
Adam, which occupy so large a space 
in books of theology, o^e is surprised, 
on opening the Bible, to 0nd how un- 
like all this, is the simple statement in 
Genesis. And the wonder cannot be 
suppressed that men should describe 
the obvious infancy of the race as su- 
perior to its highest advancement ; or 
that, the first man, just looking up- 
on a world of wonders, imperfectly 
acquainted with law, and moral rela- 
tions, and the effects of transgression, 
should be repres^ted as endowed with 
knowledge which four thousand years 
afterwards it required' thd advent of the 
Son of God to communicate ! The ac- 
count in Mpses is ^simple. Created, man 
,was told not to violate a simple law, on 
pain of death. . He did it; and God 
announced to him that the sentence 
would be inflicted, and that he should 
retnm to the dust whenc&he was taken. 
What else this ynight involve; what 
other consequences sin might intro- 
duce, might be the subject of future 
developements and revelations.. It is 
absurd, to suppose that uU. the conse- 
quences of the violation of. -a law cad 
be foreseen-, or must necessarily be 
foreseen, in (Mrder,to make the law and 
the penalty just. It is suflicient that 
the law be known ; that its. violation 
be forbidden ; and what the conse- 
quences of that violation will be, must 
be left in great part to future develope- 
ments. Even we, yet know not haJf 
the results of violating the law of God. 
The murderer knows not the rescJts 
fully of taking a man's life. He breaks 
a just law, and exposes himself |o the 
numberless unseen woes which may 
flow from.it 

We may ask, therefpre, what, light 
subsequent revelations have cast on 
the character and result of the first sin 1 
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and whether fbi& apoffde here meant to 
Btate that the consequences of sin were 
in fact as limited as th^ mu9t have 
appeared to the mind of Adam ? or had 
■tibaequei^t developements and revela- 
tions, through four thousand years, 
greatly extended the right midersta^nd- 
iflg of the penalty of the law? This 
«an be answered only by inquiring in 
what sense the apostle Paul here uses 
the word death* The passage before 
us shows in what sense he intended 
here to use the word. In his argument 
it stands opposed to ** the grace of God, 
and the gift by^ grace'* (ver. 15); to 
*' justification" by the forgiveness of 
" many offences" (ver. 16) ; to the 
reign of the redeemed in eternal life 
(ver. 17) ; and to *< justification of life" 
(ver. Is). To Hi these, the words 
"death" (ver. 12. 17) and "judgment" 
(ver. 16. 18) stand opposed. These are 
the benefits whidi result from the work 
of Christ; and these benefits stand 
opposed to the evils which sin has in- 
troduced ; aiid as it cannot be supposed 
that these benefits relate to ternporal 
Ufej or solely to the resurrection of the^ 
body, BO it cannot be that the evils in- 
volved in the worda "death," "judg- 
ment," 6cc, relate simply to temporal 
death. The evident meaning is, that 
the word " death," as here uded by the 
apostle, refers to the train of etdlt 
which have been introduced by sin. 
It does not mean simply temporal 
death; but that group and collection 
of woes, including temporal death, con- 
demnation, and exposure to eternal 
death, which is the consequence of 
transgression. The apostle often uses 
the word death, and to die, in this 
wide sense. Rom. i. 32; vi. 16. 31 ; 
vii. 5. 10. ISf. 24; viii.2.6. 13. 2 Cor. 
ii. 16; vii. 10. Heb. ii. 14. In the 
same «ena6 the word is often used else- 
where. John viii. 61 ; xi. 26. 1 John 
V. 16, 17. Rev. ii. 11 ; xx. 6} &c, &c. 
In contrasting with this the results of 
the work of Christ, he describes pot the 
resurrection merely, nor deliverance 
from temporal death, but eiemai life 
in heaven; and it therefore follows 
Ihat he here intends by death that [ 



gloomy abd^aad- tndii of woes which 
sin has introduce into the world. The 
consequences of sin are, besides, else- 
where specified to be fiur more ihan 
temporal death. Ezek. xviii. 4. Rom. 
ii. 8, 9. 12* Though therefore Adam 
might not have fereaeen all the evils 
wMch were to come upon the ra6e as 
the consequence of his sin, yet these 
evils might nevertheless follow. And 
the apostle, four thousand years after 
the reign of sin had commenoed, and 
under the guidance of inspiration, had 
full opportunity to see and descril^ that 
train of -woes which -he comprehends 
under the name of death. That train 
included evidently teniiporal death, con- 
demnation ' for sin, remorse of con- 
science, and exposure to eternal death, 
as the penalty of transgra»ion. ^ *And 
80, Thus. In this way- it is to be ac- 
counted for that death has passed upon 
all men, to wit, because all men have 
sinned. As death followed sin in the 
first transgression, so it has in all ; for 
all have sinned. 'There is a connexion 
between death and sin which existed 
in the base of Adam, and whidi sub- 
sists in regard to all who sin. And as 
all have sinned; so death has passed 
on all men. . 11 Death pajtaed upon 
{iSni^w), Passed through; pervaded; 
spread over the whole race, as pesti- 
lence passes through, or pervades a 
nation. Thus death, with its train of 
woes, with its withering and blighting 
influence, has passed through the world, 
laying prostrate all before it. ^ Upon 
all men. Upon the race ; all die. ^ Fpr \ 
that (t^* If), This expression has been 
greatly controverted; and has been very 
variously translated; Eisner rendofs it, 
" on account of whom." Doddridge, 
"unto which all have sinned.'^ The 
Latin Vulgate renders it, "in. whom 
[Adam] aU have sinned." The same 
rendering has been given by Augus- 
tine, Beza, &c. But it has never yet 
been shown that our translators have 
rendered the expression improperly. 
The old Syriac and the Arabic agree 
with the English translation in this in- 
terpretation. With this agree Calvin, 
Yatab'tts, Erasmus, &c. And tlkito ren- i 
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13 (For until the law, sin 
was in the world : but sin is 



deiing is sustained also by many othc;r 
conraderations. (1.) If ^ be a relative 
pronoun bere^ it would refer naturally 
to deaths as its anteoedent, Bnd not to 
man. But tbis would not make sense. 
(2.) If this had been its meanmg, tbe 
prefofiition \» would have been used. 
See Note of Erasmus on the place. 
(3.) It comports witb the apostle^s ar- 
gnmen to state a cause -why all died, 
and not to state that men sinned in 
Adam. He was inquiring . into the 
cause 19% d^atb was in the. world; 
and it would not account for that to 
say that all sinned in Adam. It would 
require an additional statement to see 
bow that could be a cau«e. (4.) As 
his posterity bad not tben an exis* 
teuce, tbey could not commit actual 
transgression. Sin is the transgres- 
»ion of tbe law by a moral agent; and 
AS tbe interpretation * because all have 
sinned ' meets tbe argument of the 
Apostle, and as the Greek favors that 
certainly as much as it does tbe other, 
it is to be preferred. IT AU have 
tinned. To sin is to trans^ss the law 
of God ; to do wrongr The apostle in 
this expression does not eay that all 
have sinned in Adam, or that their na- 
ture has become corrupt, which is true, 
but which is not affirmed here; nor 
that tbe sin of Adam is imputed to 
them ; but simply affirms that all men 
have sinned. He speaks evidently of 
tbe great universal fact that all men 
are sinners. He is not settling a meta- 
physical difficulty ; nor does he speak 
of the condition pf man as be comes 
into the world. He speaks as other 
men would; he addresses himself to 
the common sense of the world ; and 
is discoursing of universal, well-known 
&cts; He^e ie the fact — that all men 
expcnence calamity^ condemnation, 
death. How is this to be accounted 
for 1 Tbe answer is, ** AU have sin- 
ned.'* Tbis is a sufficient answer; it 
meets tbe pase. And as his design 
cannot be shown to be to discuss a 



not * imputed when there is no 
law. 
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metaphysical question about the nature 
of man, or about the character of in- 
fants, the passage should be interpret- 
ed according to his design, and should 
not be pressed to bear on that of 
which he says nothing, and to which 
the passage evidently has no reference. 
I understand it, therefore, as refer- 
ring to the fact that men sin in their 
oion persona, sin themselves-'-^B, in- 
deed, how can they #»» in any other 
way 1 — and that therefore they die. If 
men maintain that it refers to any me- 
taphysical properties Of the nature of 
man, or to infants, they should not in- 
fer or suppose this, bnt should show 
distinctly that it is in the text Where 
is there evidence of any such refer- 
ence? 

\Z, F4ir until tJie law, &c. This 
verse, with the following verses to the 
1 7th, is usually regarded as a paren- 
thesis. The law here evidently means 
the law given by Moses. * Until the 
commencement of that administration, 
or state of things under the law.' To 
9fie the reason why he referred to tbis 
period betvfcen Adam and the' law, we 
should recall the design of tiie apostle, 
which is, to show the exceeding grace 
of God in the gospel, abounding, and 
superabounding, as a complete remedy 
for an the evils introduced ,by sin. 
For this purpose l^e introduces three 
leading conditions^ or states, where 
men sinned, and where the ettects of 
sin were seen ; in regard to each and 
all of which the grace of the gospek 
superabounded. The^r«/ was^that of 
Adam, with its attendant train of ills 
(ver. 12), which ills were aU met by 
the death of Christ ver. 1&— 18. The 
second period or condition was that 
long interval in which men had only 
the light of nature, that period occur* 
riiig between Adam and Moses. This 
was a fair representation of the condi- 
tion of. the world without revelation, 
and without law. ver. 13, 14. 8in 
then reigned-^reigned every whert 
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14 Neyertheless death reign- 
ed « from Adam to Moses, even 
over them that had not sinned 
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after the similitude of Adam's 
transgression, who is the ' figure 
of him that was^fto come. 
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where there was no law. Bat the 
grace of the gospel abounded over the 
evils of thig state of man. The third 
was under the law. ver. 20. The law 
entered, and sin was increased, and its 
evils abounded. But the gospel of 
Christ abounded even over this, and 
grace triumphantly reigned. So that the 
plan of justification met all the evils of 
■in, and Was adapted to remove ihem; si)^ 
and its consequences as flowing from 
Adam ; sin and its consequences when 
there was ^o written revelation ; and 
sin and its consequences under the 
light and terrors of the law. ^ Sin ttroi 
in the world. Men sinned. They did 
that which was evil. ^ But nn is not 
imputed. Is not charged on men, or 
they are not held guil^ of it. where 
there is no law. This is ^ self-evident 
proposition, for sin is a violation of 
law ; and if there is no law, there can 
be no wrong. Assuming this as a self> 
evident proposition, the connexion is, 
that there must have been a law of 
some kind ; a " law written on their 
hearts," since sin was in the world, 
and men could not be charged with sin,^ 
or treated as sinners, unless 4here was 
9ome law. The passage here states 
a great and. importafit principle, that 
men will not be held to be guilty un- 
less there is a law which binds them of 
which they are apprized, and which 
they voluntarily transgress. See Note, 
ch. iv. 15. This verse, therefore, meets 
an objection that might be started from 
what had been said, in ch. iv. 15. The 
apostle had affirmed that "where no 
law is there is no transgression." He 
here stated that all were sinners. It 
might be objected, that as during this 
long period of time they had no 
law, they could not be sinners. Ta 
meet this, he says that men were then 
in fact sinners, and were treated as 
such, which showed that there must 
Have been a law. 

14. A^ex^erthcless. Notwithstanding 



that sin is not imputed where there is 
no law, yet death reigned. 1 Death 
'^eig-ned. Men died ; they were under 
the dopunion of death in its various 
melancholy influences. ' The expres- 
sion *'deatl^ reigned** is one that is 
very striking. It is a representation 
of death as a monarch ; having domi- 
nion over all that period, and over all 
those generations. Under his dark and 
withering reign men sank down to tho 
grave. We have a similar expression 
wheii We represent death as " the king 
nf terrors." It is a striking a;nd afUfect- 
ing personification, for, (1.) His reign 
is absolute. He strikes down whom he 
pleases, and when 4xc pleases. (2.) 
There is no escape. AH must bow to 
his sceptre, and be humbled beneath 
his hand. (3.) It is universal. Old 
and joung alike are the subjects of Ms 
gloomy empire. (4.) It would be an 
eternal refgn if it were not for the gos- 
pel. It would shed unmitigated woes 
upon the earth; and the silent tread 
of this terrific king Would produce only 
desolation and tears for ever. Y From 
Adam to Moaea. From the time when 
God gave one revealed law to Adam 
to the time when another revealed law 
was given to Moses. This was a period 
of 2500 years; no inconsiderable portion 
of the history of the world. Whether 
men were regarded and treated as sinners 
then, was a'very material inquiry in the 
argument of the apostle. The fact that 
they died is alleged by him ^as full 
proof that they were sinners ; and that 
dn had therefore scattCMd extensive 
And appalling woes among men. t Even 
over them. Over all those generations. 
The point or emphasis of the remark 
here is^ that, it reigned over those that 
had sinned under a different economy 
from that of Adam. This was that 
which rendered it so remarkable; and 
which showed that the withering curse 
of sin had been felt in all dispensations, 
and in all times. ^ After the simift 
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tude, &e. In th« same way; in like 
I manner. The expression "after the 
■militnde" is an H^raism, denoting in 
like manner, or a«» The di^rence be- 
I tween their case and that of Adam was 
plamly that Adam had a revealed and 
I positive law. They had ijoL They 
had only the law . of nature, or of 
tradition.. The g^iving of a law to 
Adam, and again to the world by 
Moses, were two great e^oc^. between 
which no such event had occurred. 
The race wandered >Krifhout revelation. 
The diflference contemplated is not that 
Adam was an actual sinner, and that 
they had sinned only by imputation. 
For, (1.) The expression *to sin by 
imputation' is unintelligible, and con- 
veys no idea. (3.) The apostle makes 
no such distinction, and conveys' no 
such idea. (3.) His very object is 
different. Jt is to show that they roere 
actual sinners ; that they transgressed 
law ; and the proof of this is that they 
died. (4.) It is- utterly absurd to sup^ 
pose that men from the time of Adam 
to Moses were sinners only by impu- 
tation. All history is against it ^ nor is 
there the slightest ground of plausi- 
bility xn^ puch a supposition. 1 Of 
Adam^9 tranegrcBaion. When he broke 
a plain, positive, revealed law. This 
transgression was the open violation of 
a positive precept ;. theirs the violation 
of the laWs communicated in a different 
way; by tradition, reason, conscience, 
dtc. Many commentators have sup- 
posed that infanta are particularly re- 
ferred to here. Augustine first suggest- 
ed this, and he has been followed^ fay 
many others. But probably in the 
whole compass of the expositions of 
the Bible, there is not to be found a 
more unnatural and forced construc- 
tion than this. For, (1.) The apostle 
makes no mention of infants. He does 
does not in the remotest form allude tp 
them by name, or give any intimation 
that he had reference to t)iem. (2.) The 
scope of his argument is against it 
Did infants only diel Were they the 
only persons that lived in this long 
pfniodi Hb alignment iis complete 
without supposing that he referred to 



them. The question in regard t j this 
long interval was, whether men were 
sinners? Yes, says the apostle. They 
died. Death reigned ; and this proves 
that they were sinners. If it should be 
*iid that the death of infanta would 
prove that they wete sinners also, I 
answer, (a) That this was an inference 
which the apoatle does not draw, and 
for which he is not responsible. It is 
not affirmed by him. (b) If it did re- 
fer to infants, what would it prove* 
Not that the-sin of Adam was imputed, 
but that they were personally guilty, 
and transgressors. For this is the only 
point to which tiie argument tends. 
The apostle here says not one word 
about imputation. He does hot even 
refer to infants by name; nor does he 
here introduce at aH the doctrine of 
imputation. All this is mere philosophy 
introduced to explain difficulties; but 
whether true or false, whether the theo^ 
ry explains or embarrasses the subject, 
it is not needful here to inquire. (3.) 
The very expression here is againsi 
the supposition that infants are in- 
tended. One form of the doctrine of 
imputation as held by Edwards, Stap- 
fer^ &C. has be^n that there was a 
constituted oneness or personal iden- 
tity between Adam and his posterity ; 
and that his sin was regarded as truly 
and properly theirs ; and they as per- 
sonally blameworthy or ill-deserving 
for it, in the same manner as a man at 
40 is answerable for his crimf com-, 
mitted.at 20. If this doctrine be true, 
then it is certain that they not only had 
'sinned after the similitnde of Adam's 
transgression,' but had eommiited the 
very identical st/i, and that they were 
answerable for it as their own. But 
this doctrine is now abandoned by all, 
or nearly all who profess to be Calvin^ 
ists; and as the apostle expressly says 
that they had not sinned after the si- 
militude of Adam^s transgression, it 
cannot.be intended here.- (4.) The 
nme explanation of the passage is 
given by interpreters who nevertheless 
held to the doctrine of imputation. 
Thus Caltitv says on this psfsag^*, 
"Although this passage is understood 
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commonly of intants, who, being guil^ 
of no actaal sin, perish by original de- 
pravity, yet I prefer that it should be 
interpreted generally of those who have 
not the law. For tlus sentiment is con- 
nected with the preceding words, where 
It is said that sin is not imputed where 
there is no law. For they had not sin- 
ned according to the similitude of 
Adam's transgression, because they had 
not as he had Uie will of God revealed. 
For the Lord forbid Adam to touch the 
fruit [of the tree] of the knowledge of 
good and evil; but to them he gave 
no command but the testimony of con- 
science." Calvin, however, supposes 
that infants are included in the ** uni- 
versal catalogue" here refenred to. 
Turretine also remarks that the dia- 
wUssion here .pertains to all the aduUt 
between Adam and Moses. Indeed, it is 
perfectly manifest that the apostle here 
has no particular reference to infants ; 
nor would it have ever been supposed, 
but for the purpose of giving support to 
the mere philosophy of a theological 
system. ^ Who U the figure (ryVoc). 
Type, This word ckxurs sixteen times 
in the New Testament. ' John xz. 25 
(twice). Acts, viL 43, 44; xxiiL 25. 
Rom. V. 14; vi. 17. 1 Cor. x» 6, 11. 
Phil. iii. 17. 1 Thcss. i. 7. 2 Thes& jii. 
9. rTim.iv. 12. Titus li. 7. Heb. viii. 
5. 1 Pet. V. 3. It properly means, 
(1.) Any tmprejtsiohj note, or mark 
which ia made by percussion, or in 
any way. John xx. 25, '^the pript 
(tt/pe) of the nails." (2.) An effigy 
or image which is made or formed by 
aay role ; a models pattern. Acts vil. 
43, ** Ye took up the tabernacle of Mo- 
loch, and the star of your god Rem- 
phan, figures (jypes). which ye had 
raad^." 44, ^* That he should make it 
[the tabernacle] according to the fashion 
\type) which he had seen." Heb. viiL 
5. (3.) A brief argument, or summary. 
Acts .xxiii. 25. (4.) A rule of doc- 
triik;, or a law or form of doctrine. 
Rom. vi. 17, (6.) An example or 
model to be 'imitated ; an example of 
what we ought to be (Phil. iii. 17. 
I Thess. i. 7. 2 Thess. iii., 9. 1 Tipi. 
•v,12, Titus iL 7. 1 Pet v. 3)v; or an 



exam}de which is to be avoided^ an ex- 
ample to -warn us, 1 Cor. x. 6. 11. 
In this place it is evidently applied to 
the Mesoah. The%xpression " he who 
was to come" is o^n used to denote 
the Messiah. As applied to him, it 
means that there was in some respects 
^similarity between the results of the 
conduct of Adam and the effects 4>f the 
work of Christ It does not m^an that 
Adam was constituted or appointed 
a type of Christ, which would convey 
no intelligible idea; but that a resent 
blance may be traced between the 
effects of Adam's cdnduct and the 
work of Chiist ^t does not mean that 
the person of Adam was typical of 
Christ ; . but that between the results 
of his conduct and the work of Christ 
there may be institute4 a comparison, 
there may be traced some resemblance. 
What that is, is stated in the following 
verses. It is mainly by way of con>' 
trast that thci comparison is instituted, 
and may be stated as consisting in the 
following points of resemblance or con- 
trast (1.) Contrast, (a) By the crime 
of one, many are dead ; by the work 
of th^ other, grace will much more 
abound, ver. 15. (b) In regard to the 
acts of the two. In the case of Adam, 
one offence led. on the train of woes ; 
in the case of Christ, his work led to 
the remission of many offences, ver. 16. 
(c) In regard to the effects. Death 
reigned by the one ; but Ufe much 
more over the other. (2.) Resemi- 
blance. By the disobedience of one, 
many were made sinners; by the obe- 
dience of die othier, many shall be made 
ngbtedus. ver. 18, 19. It. is clenr, 
therefore, that the comparison which is 
instituted \b rather by way of antithe- 
sis^ or contrast, than by direct resem- 
blance. The mean design is to sharp 
that greater benefits have resulted 
from the xoork of Christ than eviU 
from the fall of Adam, A comparison 
ll also instituted between Adam and 
Christ^ in 1 Cor. xv. 22. 45. The 
reason is, that Adam was the first 
of the race ; be was the fountain, the 
bead, the father ^ and the consequen- 
ces- of that first act could be seen 
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15 But not as the offence, 
so also is the free gift. Fur 
if through the offence of one 
many be dead ; much more the 



every where. . By a divine eonstitu- 
tian the race was so connected with 
him, that it was made certain that, 
if he fell, all would come into the 
world with a n<;iture depraved, and 
subject to calamity and death, and 
would be treated as if fallen, and 
MB sin would thus spread crime, and 
wo, and death every where. The evil 
effects of the apostasy were every 
where seen; and the object of the 
apostle was to show that the plan 
of salvation was adapted to meet 
and more than countervail the evil 
effects of the fall. He argued on 
great and acknowledged facts — that 
Adam was the first sinner, and that 
from him, as a fountain, sin and 
death had flowed through the world. 
Since the consequences of that sin 
had been so disastrous and wide- 
spread, his design is to show that 
from the Messiah effects had flowed 
more beneficent than the former were 
ruinous. 

In him the tribes of Adam boast 
More blessings than their father lost 

Watts. 

15. But not as the offence. This 
18 the first point of contrast between 
the effect of the sin of Adam and of 
the work of Christ The word offence 
means properly afall^ where we stntn' 
ble over any thing lying in our way. 
It then means sin in general, or crime. 
Matt vL 14, 15; xviii. 35. Here it 
means the fall, or first sin of Adam. 
We use the word fall as applied to 
Adam, to denote his first offence, as 
being that act by which he fell from 
an elevated state of obedience and hap- 
piness into one of sin and condemna- 
aon. Y So also. The gift is not in 
its nature and effects like the offence. 
1 The free gift. The favour, benefit, 
or good bestowed gratuitously on us. 
It refers to the favours bestowed ir the 
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grace • of God, and the gift by 
grace, which is by one mai;, 
Jesus Christy hath abounded 
unto many.* 

• Eph.S.8. b Ia.S8.ll. Matt.90J8; 26.88. IJao^J 

gospel by Christ These wrefree, L 6, 
without merit on our part, and bestow- 
ed on the undeserving. ^ For if Sec 
The apostle does not labour to p rove 
that this is so. This is not the point 
of his argument. He assumes that as 
what was seen and known every where. 
His main p&int is to show that greater 
benefits have resulted from the work 
of the Messiah than evils from the fall 
of Adam. 1 Through the offence of 
one. By die fall of one. This simply 
concedes the fact that it is so. The 
apostle does not attempt an explana- 
tion of the mode or manner in which 
it happened. He neither says that it 
is by imputation^ nor by inherent de^ 
pravity, nor by imitation. Whichever 
of these modes may be the proper one 
of accounting for the fact, it is certain 
that the apostle staies neither. His 
object was, not to explmn the manner 
in which it was done, but to argue from 
the acknowledged existence of the fact 
All that is certainly established from 
ttiis passage is, that as a certsdn fact 
resulting from the Vansgression of 
Adam, "many" were "dead." This 
simple fact is all that can be proved 
from this passage. Whether it is to be 
explained by the doctrine of imputa- 
tion, is to be a subject of inquiry inde- 
pendent of diis passage. Nor have we 
a right to assume that this teaches the 
doctrine of the imputation of the siu 
of Adam to his posterity. For, (1.) 
The apostle says nothing of it (2.) That 
doctrine is nothing but an effort to ex- 
plain the manner of an event which the 
apostle Paul did not think it proper to 
attempt to explam. (3.) That doctrine 
is in fact no explanation. It is introdu- 
cing an additional difficulty. For to say 
that I am blameworthy, or ill deserving 
for a sin in which I had no agency, is no 
explanation hut is involving mc in aq 
Itdditipnal difficulty still more per|)lev 
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ing, to ascertain how such a doctrine 
can possibly be just. The way of wis- 
dom would be, doubtless, to rest satis- 
fied with the simple statement of a fact 
which the apostle has assumed, without 
attempting to explain it by a philo- 
sophical theory. Calvia accords with 
tlie above interpretation. *' For we do 
Dot so perish by his [Adam's] crime, 
as if we were ourselves innocent ; but 
Paul ascribes our ruin to him because 
hit sin is the cause of our sin" 
1 Many. Greek, The many. Evi- 
dently meaning all; the whole race; 
Jews and Gentiles. That it means all 
here is proved in ver. 18. If the in- 
quiry be, why the apostle used the 
word " many" rather than ally we may 
reply, that the design was to express 
an antithesis^ or contrast to the cause — 
one offence. One stands opposed to 
many, rather than to all. *[ Be dead. 
See Note on the word death, ver. 12. 
The race is under the dark and gloomy 
reign of death. This is a simple fact 
which the apostle assumes, and which 
no man can deny. *f Much more. 
The reason of this " much more" is to 
be found in the abounding mercy and 
goodness of God. If a wise, merciful, 
and good Being has suffered such a 
train of woes to be introduced by the 
ojQfence of one, have we not much more 
reason to expect that his grace will 
superaboundl 1 The grace of God. 
The favour or kindness of God. We 
have reason to expect under the admi- 
nistration of God more extensive bene- 
fits, than we have ills, flowing from 
a constitution of things which is the 
result of his appointment ^ And the 
ffift ^y grace. The gracious gift; 
the benefits flowing from that grace. 
This refers to the blessings of salva^ 
tion. 1 Which is by one man. Stand- 
ing in contrast with Adam. His ap- 
pointment was the result of grace ; and 
as he was constituted to bestow fa- 
vours, we have reason to expect that 
they will superaboui>d. ^ Hath abound- 
ed. Has been abundant, or ample; 
will be more than a counterbalance 
(or die ills which have been introduced i 
by the sin of Adam. ^ Unto many, \ 



Greek, Unto the many. The obvious 
interpretation of this is, that it is as 
unlimited as " the many" who are 
dead. Some have supposed that Adam 
represented the -whole of the human race, 
and Christ a part, and that " the many" 
in the two members of the verse refer 
to the -whole of those who were thus 
represented. But this is to do violence 
to the passage; and to introduce a 
theological doctrine to meet a supposed 
difficulty in the text The obvious 
meaning is ^-one from which we can- 
not depart without doing violence to 
the proper laws of interpretation — that 
" the many" in the two cases are co- 
extensive ; and that as the sin of Adam 
has involved the race — the many — in 
death ; so the grace of Christ has 
abounded in deference to the many, to 
the race. If asked how this can be 
possible, since all have not been, and 
will not be savingly benefited by the 
work of Christ, we may reply, (1.) 
That it cannot mean that the benefits 
of the work of Christ should be lite- 
rally co-extensive with the results of 
Adam's sin, since it is a fact that men 
have suffered, and do suffer, from the 
effects of tiiat fall. In order that the 
Universalist may draw an argument 
from this, he must show that it was 
the design of Christ to. destroy all the 
effects of the sin of Adam. But this 
has not been in fact Though the fa- 
vours of that work have abounded, yet 
men have suffered and died. And 
though it may still abound to the 
many, yet some may suffer here, and 
suffer on the same. principle for ever. 
(2.) Though men are indubitably af- 
fected by the sin of Adam, as, e. g. 
by being born with a corrupt disposi- 
tion; with loss of righteousness , with 
subjection to pain and wo; and with 
exposure to eternal death ; yet there 
is reason to believe that all those who 
die in infancy are, through the merits 
of the Lord Jesus, and by an influence 
which we cannot explain, changed and 
prepared for heaven. As nearly halt 
the race die in infancy, therefore there 
is reason to think that, in regard to 
thi? large portion of the human fiimi- 
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16 And not as if was by one 
that sinned, so is the gift : for 
the judgment was by one to 



ly, the work of Christ has more than 
repaired the evils of the fall, and in- 
troduced them into heaven, and that 
his grace has ikuB abounded unto 
many. In regard to those who live 
to the period of moral agency, a 
scheme has been introduced by which 
the offers of salvation ' may be made 
to them, and by which they may be 
renewed, and pardoned, and saved. 
The work of Christ, therefore, may 
have introduced advantages adapted 
to meet the evils of the fall as man 
comes into the world; and the ori- 
ginal applicability of the one be as 
extensive as the other. In this way 
the work of Christ was t» iU nature 
fitted to abound unto the many. (3.) 
The intervention of the plan of atone- 
ment by the Mesnah, prevented the 
immediate execution of the penalty of 
the law, and produced aU the benefits 
to all the race, resulting from the spar- 
ing mercy of God. In this respect it 
was co-extensive with the fall. (4.) He 
died for all the race. Heb. ii. 9. 2 Cor. 
V. 14, 15. 1 John ii. 2. Thus his death, 
in its adaptation to a great and glorious 
result, was as extensive as the ruins of 
the fall. (5.) The offer of salvation 
is made to all. Rev. xxii. 17. John viL 
37. Matt xL 28, 29. Mark xvi. 15. 
Thus his grace has extended unto the 
many — to all the race. Provision has 
been made to meet the evils of the 
fall ; a provision as extensive in its ap- 
plicability as was the ruin. (6.) More 
vfill probably be actually saved by the 
work of Christ, than will be finally 
ruined by the fall of Adam. The num- 
ber of those who shall be saved firom 
all the human race, it is to be believed, 
will yet be many more than those who 
shall be lost The gospel is to spread 
throughout the world. It is to be evan- 
gfilized. The millennial glory id to rise 
upon the earth ; and the Saviour is to 
reign with undivided empire. Taking 
the race as a whole, there is no reason 



condemnation ; but tl. e free gif 
is of many ** ofiences unto justi* 
fication. 

• Iaa.l.l8w 

to think that the number of those who 
shall be lost, compared with the im« 
mense multitudes that shall be saved 
by the work of Christ, will be mora 
than are the pritonert in a community 
now, compared with the number of 
peacefiil and virtuous citizens. A me- 
dicine may be discovered that shall be 
said to triumph over disease, though it 
may have been the fact that thousands 
have died since its discovery, and thou* 
sands yet -wiU not avail themselves of 
it; yet the medicine shall have the 
properties of universal triumph; it is 
adapted to the many ; it might be ap- 
plied by the many ; where it it applied^ 
it completely answers the end. Vac* 
dnation is adapted to meet the evils of 
the small-pox every where ; and lohen 
applied, saves men from the ravages 
of this terrible disease, though thou* 
sands may die to whom it is not ap- 
plied. It is a triumphant remedy. So 
of the plan of salvation. Thus, Uiough 
all shall not be saved, yet the sin of 
Adam shall be counteracted ; and grace 
abounds unto the many. All this ful 
neas of grace the apostle says we have 
reason to expect from the abounding 
mercy of God. 

16. And nott &c. This is the «e- 
cond point in which the effects of the 
work of Christ differ from the sin of 
Adam. The Jirst part (ver. 15)- was, 
that the evil consequences flowed from 
the sin of one mah^, Adam ; and that 
the benefits flowed from the work of 
one HAN, Jesus Christ The point in 
this verse is, that the evil consequences 
flowed from one crime, one act of guilt ; 
but that the favours had reject to man x 
ACTS of guilt The effects of Adam's 
sin, whatever they were, pertained to 
the one tin ; the effects of the work of 
Christ, to many sins, t By one that 
sinned {ii iroc u/ust^rifWirTOf). By means 
of one [man] sinning' s evidently mean- 
ing by one offence, or by one act of sin. 
So the Vulgate, and many MSS And 
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17 For if * by one man's of- 
fence deaih reigned by one ; 
much more they which receive 

t or, ly on* n^net, 

the connexion shows that this is the 
sense. 1 Tlte gift. The benefiU re- 
sulting .from the work of Christ ^ The 
judgment. The sentence; the declar- 
sd penal^. The word expresses pro- 
perly the 9entence which is passed by 
a jtidge. Here it means the tentence 
which God passed, as a judge, on 
Adam for the one offence, involving 
himself and his posterity in ruin. Gren. ii. 
17; iii 17 — 19. ^ Wat by one. By one 
offence ; or one act of sin. ^ UtUo 
etndemnatioiu Producing condemna- 
tion ; or involving in condemnation. It 
is proved by this, that the effect of the 
sin of Adam was to involve the race 
in condemnation, or to secure this as a 
result that all mankind would be under 
tUe condemning sentence of the law, and 
be transgressors. But in what way it 
would have this effect, the apostle does 
not state. He does not intimate that his 
sin would be imputed to them ; or that 
they would be held to be personally 
guilty for it He speaks of a broad, 
every where perceptible fact, that the 
e£fect of that sin had been somehow to 
whelm the race in condemnation. In 
what mode this was done is a fair sub- 
ject of inquiry ; but the apostle does 
not attempt to explain it ^ Theft^ee 
grift. The unmerited favour, by the 
work of Christ ^ It of many offences. 
In relation to many sins. It differs thus 
from the condemnation. That had 
respect to one ofifence; this has re- 
spect to many crimes. Grace therefore 
abounds. ^ Unto justification. Note, 
ch. iii. 24. The work of Christ is de- 
signed to have reference to many 
offences, so as to produce pardon or 
justification in regard to them all. 
But the apostle here does not intimate 
how this is done. He simply states the 
fact, without attempting in this place 
to explain it; and as we know that 
that work does not produce its effect to 
justify without some act on the part of 
Che individual, are we not hence led to 
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gift ^ of righteousness shall reign 
in life by one, Jesus Christ :) 



• JohBlO.10. 



ft&6.S3. 



conclude the same respecting the con 
demnation for the sin of Adam ? As the 
work of Christ does not benefit the rAce 
unless it is embraced, so does not the 
reasoning of the apostle imply, that the 
deed of Adam does not involve in cri- 
minality and Hi-desert unless there be 
some voluntary act on the part of each 
individual? However this may be, it is 
certain that the apostle has in neither 
case here explained the mode in which it 
is done. He has simply stated HtHRfact, a 
fact which he did not seem to consider 
hunself called on to explain. Nether 
has he affirmed that in the two cases 
the modeia the same. On the contrary. 
It is strongly implied that it is not the 
same, for the leading object here is to 
present, not an entire retemblance, 
but a strong contrast between the ef- 
fects of the sin of Adam and the work 
of Christ. 

17. For if. This verse contains 
the same idea as before presented, but 
in a varied form. It is condensing the 
the whole subject, and presenting it in 
a single view. ^ By one man*s offence. 
Or, by one offence. Margin. The read- 
ing of the text is the more correct * If, 
under the administration of a just and 
merciful being, it has occurred, that 
by the offence of one, death has exerted 
so wide a dominion ; we have reason 
much more to expect under that ad- 
ministration, that they who are brought 
under his plan of toving mercy shall be 
brought under a dispensation of life.' 
1 Death reigned. Note, ver. 14. '\By 
one. By means of one man. \ Much 
more. We have much more reason to 
expect it It evidently accords much 
more with the administration of a 
Being of infinite goodness. ^ Thet 
which receive abundance of grace. 
The abundant favours the mercy 
that shall counterbalance and surpass 
the evils introduced by the sin of 
Adam. That favour shall be more 
than sufficient tc counterbalance all 
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18 Therefore, as * by the of- 
fence of one judgment came 
upon all men to condemnation ; 



i or, ty one qffuttt. 



those evils. This is particularly true 
of the redeemed, of whom the aposUe in 
this verse is speaking. The evils which 
they suffer in consequence of the sin 
of Adam bear no comparison with the 
mercies of eternal life that shall flow to 
them from the work of the Saviour. 
^ The gift of righteousness. This 
stands opiKSsed to the evils introduced 
by Adam. As the effect of his sin was 
to produce condemnation, so here the 
gift of righteousness >refers to the oppO' 
site, to pardon, to justification, to ac- 
ceptance with God. To show that 
men were thus justified by the gospel, 
was the leading design of the apostle ; 
and the argument here is, that if by 
one man's sin, death reigned over those 
who were under condemnation in con- 
sequence of it, we have much more 
reason to suppose that they who are 
delivered from sin by the death of 
Christ, and accepted of God, shall 
reign with him in life. ^ Shall reign. 
The word reign is often applied to the 
condition of saints in heaven. 2 Tim. 
ii. 12, "If we suffer, we shall also 
reign with him." Rev, v. 10; xx. 6; 
xxii. 5. It means that they shall be 
exalted to a glorious state of happiness 
in heaven ; that they shall be triumph- 
ant over all their enemies; shall gain 
an ultimate victory ; and shall partake 
with the captain of their salvation in 
the splendours of his dominion above. 
Rev. iii. 21. Luke xxii. 30. ^ In life. 
This stands opposed to the death that 
reigned as the consequence of the sin 
of Adam. It denotes complete freedom 
from condemnation; from temporal 
death ; from sickness, pain, and sin. It 
is the usual expression to denote the 
complete bliss of the saihts in glory. 
Note, John iii. 36. *[ ^y one, Jesus 
Christ. As the consequence of his 
work. The apostle here does not state 
the mode or manner in which this 
was done ; nor does he say that it was 
perfectly parallel in the mode with the 

l3 



even so ■ by the righteousness 
of one the free gift came upon 
all ** men unto justification of life. 

* or, ^ on* righUoiuntu. a JobBl2.3B. 

effects of the sin of Adam. He it 
comparing the results or consequ rr.€es 
of the sin of the one and of the work 
of the other. There is a similarity in 
the consequences. The way in which 
the work of Christ had contributed to 
this he had stated in ch. iii. 24. 28. 

18. Therefore. Wherefore (''Agaf 
ct/y). This is properly a summing upy 
a recapitulation of what had been stat- 
ed in Uie previous verses. The apostle 
resumes the statement or proposition 
made in ver. 12, and after the interme- 
diate explanation in the parenthesis 
(ver. 13 — 17), in this verse and the 
following sums up the whole subject 
The explanation, therefore, of the pre- 
vious verses is designed to convey 
the real meaning of ver. 18 and 19. 
1 ./5» by the offence of one. Admitting 
this as an undisputed and every where 
apparent fact, a fact which no one can 
call in question. \ Judgment came. 
This is not in the Greek, but it is evi- 
dently implied, and is stated in ver. 1 6. 
The meaning is, that all have been 
brought under the reign of death by one 
man. \ Upon all men^ The whole 
race. This expledns what is meant by 
** the many" in ver. 16. ^ To con- 
demnation. ver. 16. t Even so. In the 
manner explained in the previous 
verses. With the same certainty, and 
to the same extent The apostle does 
not explain the mode in which it was 
done, but simply states theyhc^ ^ B^ 
the righteousness of one. This stands 
opposed to the one offence of Adam, 
and must mean, therefore, the holiness, 
obedience, purity of the Redeemer. 
The sin of one man involved men in 
ruin ; the obedience unto death of the 
other (Phil. ii. 8) restored them to the 
fiivour of God. ^ Came upon all men 
(«c TdtvTK ttvflgwTr&e/f). Was with refer- 
ence to all men ; had a bearing upon 
all men ; was originally adapted to 
the race. As the sin of Adarn was ol 
such a nature in the relation in which 
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19 For cs by one man^s dis- 
obedience many were made sin- 



be itood as to afiect all the race, so the 
work of Christ in the relation in which 
he stood was adapted also to all the 
race. As the tendency of the one was 
to involve the race in condemnutioni so 
the tendency of the other was to re- 
store them to acceptance with God. 
There was an original applicability 
in the work of Christ to all men — a 
richness, a fulness of the atonement 
fitted to meet the sins of the entire 
world, and restore the race to favour. 
^ Unto Justification of life. With re- 
ference to that justification which is 
connected with eternal life. That is, 
his work is adapted to produce ac- 
ceptonce with God, to the same extent 
as the crime of Adam has afiected the 
race by involving them in sin and 
misery. The apostle does not affirm 
that in fact as many will be afiected 
by the one as by the other ; but that 
it is fitted to meet all the consequences 
of the fall; to be as wide-spread in 
its efierts ; and to be as salutary as that 
had been ruinous. This is all that 
the argument requires. Perhaps there 
could not be found a more striking de- 
claration any where, that the work of 
Christ had an original applicability 
to all men ; or that it is in its own na- 
ture fitted to «ave all. The course of 
argument here leads inevitably to this ; 
nor is it possible to avoid it without 
doing violence to the obvious and fair 
course of the discussion. It does not 
prove that all will in fact be saved, but 
that the plan is fitted to meet all the 
evils of the fall. A certain kind of me- 
dicine may have an original applica- 
bility to heal all persons under the 
same disease; and may be abundant 
and certain, and yet in fact be applied 
to few. The sun is fitted to give light 
to all, yet many may be blind, or may 
voluntarily close their eyes. Water is 
adapted to the wants of all men, and 
the supply may be ample for the hu- 
man family, yet in factj from various 
'*4iuses, many may be deprived of it So 



ners, so by the obedience of one 
shall many be made righteous. 

of the provisions of the plan of redemp- 
tion. They are adapted to all; they 
are ample, and yet in fact, from causes 
which this is not the place to explain^ 
the benefits, like those of medicine, 
water, science, &c. may never be en- 
joyed by all the race. Calvin concurs 
in this interpretation, and thus shows 
that it is one which commends itself even 
to the most strenuous advocates oC the 
system which is called \sj his name. 
He says, " He [the apostle] makes the 
grace common to all, because it is of- 
fered to all, not because it is in fact 
applied to all. For although Christ 
suffered for the sins of the whole 
WORLD (nam etsi paibsus est Christus 
pro peccatis totius mundi), and it is 
oflfered to all without distinction (in- 
difierenter), yet all do not embrace it" 
See Cal. Comm. on this place. 

19. For, &c. This verse is not a 
mere repetition of the fqrmer, but it is 
an explanation. By the former state- 
ments it might perhaps be inferred that 
men were condemned without any guilt 
or blame of theirs. The apostle in this 
verse guards against this, and affirms 
that they are in fact sinners. He af- 
firms that those who are sinners are 
condemned, and that the sufferings 
brought in on account of the sin of 
Adam, are introduced because many 
were made siiiners, Calvin says, " Lest 
any one should arrogate to himself in- 
nocence, [the apostle] adds, that each 
one is condemned because he is a sin* 
ner," ^ jBy one man*s disobedience* 
By means of the sin of Adam. This 
affirms simply the fact that such a re- 
sult followed from the sin of Adam. 
The word by (Jia) is used in the Scrip- 
tures as it is in all books and in all lan- 
guages. It may denote the efficient 
cause; the instrumental cause; the 
principal cause , the meritorious cause ; 
or the chief occasion by which a thing 
occurred. (See Schleusner.) It does 
not express one mode, and one only, 
in which a thing is done ; but that one 
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thing is the result of another. When 
we say that a young man is ruined in 
his character by another, we do not ex- 
press the modej but the fact. When 
we say that thousands have been made 
mfidels by the writings of Paine and 
Yoltaire, we make no affirmation about 
the mode, but about the fact In each 
of these, and in all other cases, we 
should deem it most inconclusive rea- 
soning to attempt to determine the 
mode by the preposition by; and still 
more absurd if it were argued from the 
use of that preposition that the sins of 
the seducer were imputed to the young 
man ; or the opinions of Paine and 
Voltaire imputed to infidels. ^ Many, 
Greek, T*he many, ver. 15. ^ Were 
made (itfltrfd^adjr^tfy). The verb here 
used, occurs in the New Testament in 
the following places: Matt, xxiv. 45. 
47 ; XXV. 21. 23. Luke xii. 14. 42. 44. 
AcU vi. 3; vii. 10. 27. 86; xvii. 16. 
Rom. ▼. 19. Titos i. 6. Heb. ii. 7; v. 
1 ; viL 28 ; vili. 3. James iii. 6 ; iv. 4. 
2 Pet L 8. It usually means to con- 
stitute, set, or appoint In the New 
Testament it has two leading significa- 
tions. (1.) To appoint to an office, 
to set over others (Matt xxi-v. 45. 47. 
Luke xiL 42, &c.) ; and (2.) It means 
to become, to be in fiict, dec James iiL 
6, " So is the tongue among our mem- 
bers," &c That is, it becomes such. 
James iv. 4, " The friendship of the 
world is enmity with God ;" it becomes 
such ; it is in fact thus, and is thus to 
be regarded. The word is in no in- 
stance used to express the idea of im- 
puting' that to one which belongs to 
another. It here either means that this 
was by a constitution of divine ap- 
pointment that they in fact became 
sinners, or simply declares that they 
were so in fact There is not the 
slightest intimation that it was by im- 
putation. The whole scope of the ar- 
gument is, moreover, against this ; for 
Uie object of the apostle is not to show 
that they were charged with the sin of 
another, but that they were in fact sin- 
ners themselves. If it means that they 
were condemned for his act, without 
any concurrence of their own will, then 



the correspondent part will be true, 
that all are constituted righteous in the 
same way ; and thus the doctrine of 
universal salvation will be inevitable. 
But as none are constituted righteooa 
who do not voluntarily avail themselves 
of the provisions of mercy, so it foilows 
that those who are condemned, are not 
condemned for the sin of another with- 
out their own concurrence, nor unless 
they personally deserve it t Sinners, 
Transgressors; those who deserve to 
be punished. It does not mean those 
who are condemned for the sin of an- 
other ; but those who are violatere of 
the law of God. All who are condemn- 
ed are sinners. They are not innocent 
persons condemned for the crime of 
another. Men may be involved in the 
consequences of the sins of others 
without being to blame. The conse- 
quences of the crimes of a murderer, a 
drunkard, a pirate, may pass over from 
them, and affect thousands, and whelm 
them in ruin. But this does not prove 
that they are blameworthy. In the 
divine administration none are regard- 
ed as guilty who are not guilty ; none 
are condemned who do not deserve to 
be condemned. All who sink to hell 
are sinners, ^ By the obedience of 
one. Of Christ This stands opposed 
to the disobedience of Adam, and evi- 
dently includes the entire work of the 
Redeemer which has a bearing on the 
salvation of men. Phil. ii. 8, " He. . . . 
became obedient unto death." ^ Shall 
many, Greel, The many ; correspond- 
ing to Che term in the former part of 
the verse, and evidently commensurate 
with it ; for there is no reason for limit- 
ing it to a part in this member, any 
more than there is in the former. ^ Be 
made. The same GR'ek word as be- 
fore—be appointed, or become. The 
apostle has explained the mode in 
which this is done. ch. i. 17 ; iii. 24 — 
2$ ; iv. 1 — 5. That explanation is to 
limit the meaning here. No more are 
considered righteous than become so 
in that way. And as, a// do no^ be- 
come righteous thus, the passage can- 
not be adduced to prove the doctrine 
of universal «alvalioii. 
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The following remarks may express 
tbe doctriues which are established 
by this much-eoDtested and difficult 
passage. (1.) Adam was created holy ; 
capable of obeying law; yet free to 
fall. (2.) A law was given him, adapt- 
ed to his condition — simple, plain, easy 
to be obeyed, and fitted to give human 
nature a trial in circumstances as fa- 
vourable as possible. (3.) Its viola- 
tion exposed him tp the threatened 
penalty as he had understood it, and 
to all the collateral woes which it 
might carry in its train — involving, 
as subsequent developements showed, 
the loss of God's favour ; his displea- 
sure evinced in man's toil, and sweat, 
and sickness, and death ; in hereditary 
depravity, and the curse, and the paints 
of hell for ever. (4.) Adam was the 
head^of the race; he was the fountain 
of being; and human nature was so 
far tried in him, that it may be said he 
was on trial not for himself alone, but 
for his posterity, inasmuch as his fall 
would involve them in ruin. Many 
have chosen to call this a covenant, 
and to speak of him as a federal head ; 
and if the above account is the idea 
involved in these terms, the explana- 
tion is not exceptionable. As the word 
covenant, however, is not applied in 
the transaction in the Bible, and as it 
is liable to be misunderstood, others 
prefer to speak of it as a laie given to 
Adam, and as a divine cansUtuiion un- 
der which he was placed. (5.) His 
posterity are^ in consequence of his sin, 
subjected to the same train of iUs as if 
they had hesn personally ike transgres- 
sors. Not that they are regarded as 
personally ill-deserving, or criminal 
for his sin. God reckons things as 
they are, and not falsely, (see Note, 
eh. iv. 3,) and his imputations are all 
according to truth. He regarded Adam 
as standing at the head of the race; 
and regards and treats all his posteri- 
ty as coming into the world subject to 
pain, and death, and depravity, as a 
consequence of his sin. See Note, p. 
132 This is "the Scripture idea of im- 
putation; and this is what has been 
commonly meant when it has been said 



that ^ the guilt of his first sin" — nm 
the sin itself—*^ is imputed to his pos- 
terity." (6.) There is something' ante 
cedent to the moral action of his pos- 
terity, and growing out of the relation 
which they sustain to him, which 
makes it certain that they will sin as 
soon as they begin to act as moral 
agents. What this is, we may not be 
able to say; but we may be certain 
that it is not physical depravity, or 
any created essence of the soul, or 
any thing which prevents the first act 
of sin from being voluntary. This 
hereditary tendency to sin has been 
usually called ** original sin ;" and this 
the apostle evidently teaches. (7.) As 
an infant comes into the world with 
a certainty that he will sin as soon as 
he becomes a moral agent here, there 
is the same certainty that, if he were 
removed to eternity, he would sin 
there also, unless ho were changed. 
There is, therefore, need of the blood 
of the atonement and of the agency 
of the Holy Ghost, that an infant may 
be saved. (8.^ The facts here stated 
accord with all the analogy in the mo- 
ral government of God. The drunk- 
ard secures as a result commonly, 
that his family will be reduced to 
beggary, want, and wo. A pirate, or 
a traitor, wiH whelm not himself only, 
but his family in ruin. Such is the 
great law or constithtion on which 
society is now organized ; and we are 
not to be surprised that the same 
principle occurred in the primary or^ 
ganixaUon of human affairs. (9.) As 
this is the fad every where, the 
analogy disarms all objections which 
have been made against the scriptu- 
ral statements of the effects of the 
sin of Adam. If just now, it was 
just Iften. If it exists nov, it existed 
Aen, (10.) The doctrine should be 
left, therefore, simply as it is in the 
Scriptures. It is there tbe simple 
statement of a fad, without any at* 
tempt at explanation. That fact ac* 
cords with all that we see and feel. It 
is a great principle in the constitution 
of things, that the conduct of one man 
may pass over in its effects on others, 
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20 Moreover, • the law enter- 
ed, that the offence might abound. 

• Jiio.15.22. C.7.8-I3. Oal.3.19. 

And have an influence on their happi- 
ness. The simple fact in regard to 
Adam is, that he sinned ; and that such 
is the organization of the great society 
of which he was the head and father, 
that his sin has secured as a certain 
result that all the race will be sinners 
also. How this is, the Bible has not 
explained. It is a part of a great system 
of things. That it is wyutt no man can 
prove, for none can show that vay sin- 
ner suflero more than he deserves. That 
it IB -wite is apparent, for it is attended 
with numberless blessings. It is con- 
nected with all the advantages that grow 
oat of the social organization. Tne race 
miffht have been composed of independ- 
ent individuals, where the conduct of 
an individual, good or evil, might have 
affected no one but himself. But then 
«ocie/^ would have been impossible. All 
the benefits of organization into families, 
and communities, and nations would 
have been unknown. Man would have 
lived alone ; wept alone ; rejoiced alone ; 
died alone. There would have been no 
i^mpathy ; no compassion ; no mutual 
aid. God has therefore grouped the 
race into separate communities. He 
has organized society. He has consti- 
tuted fiimilies, tribe^ clans, nations; 
and though on the general principle 
the conduct of one may whelm another 
in misery, yet the union, the grouping, 
the constitution, is the source of most 
of the blessings which man ei^oys in 
this life, and may be of numberless 
mercies in regard to tliat which is to 
come. If it was the organization on 
which the race might be plunged into 
sin, it is also the organization on which 
it may be raised to Ufe eternal. If, on 
the one hand, it may be abused to pro- 
duce misery, it may, on the other, be 
improved to the advancement of peace, 
sympathy, friendship, prosperity, salva- 
tion. At all events, such is the organi- 
zation in common life and in religion, 
and it becomes man not to murmur, 
but to act on it, and to endeavour, by 
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But where sin abounded, grace 
did much more * abound ; 
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the tender mercy of God, to turn it to 
his welfare here and hereafter. As by 
this organization, through Adam, he 
has been plunged into sin, so by the 
same organization, he shall, through 
" the second Adam," rise to life, and 
ascend to the skies. 

20. Jlloreover, But What is said 
in this verse and the followmg, seems 
designed to meet the Jew, who might 
pretend that the law of Moses was 
intended to meet the evils of sin 
introduced by Adam and therefore 
that the scheme defended by the apos- 
tle was unnecessary. He therefore 
shows them that the effect of the law of 
Moses was to increase rather than to 
diminish the sins which had been in- 
troduced into the world. And if such 
was the &ct, it could not be plead that it 
was adapted to overcome the acknow- 
ledged evils of the apostasy. *[ The 
law. The Mosaic laws and institutions. 
The word seems to be used here to de- 
note all the laws which were given in 
the Old Testament. 1 Entered, This 
word usually means to enter secretly 
or surreptitiously. But it appears to be 
used here simply in the sense that the 
law came in, or was given. It came in 
addition to, or it supervened the state 
before Moses, when men were living 
without a revelation. ^ That sin, &c. 
The word "that" (iw) in this place 
does not mean that it was the design 
of giving the law that sin might 
abound or be increased, but that such 
was in fact the effect It had this ten- 
dency, not to restrain or subdue sin, 
but to excite and increase it That the 
word has this sense may be seen in 
the lexicons. The way in which the 
law produces this effect is stated more 
fully by the apostle in ch. vii. 7 — 11. 
The law expresses the duty of man ; it 
is spiritual and holy ; it is opposed to 
the guilty passions and pleasures of 
the world; and it thus excites oppo- 
sition, provokes to anger, and is the 
occasion by which sin is called into 
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2 1 That as sin hath reigned 
unto leath, even so might grace ' 
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exercise, and shows itself in the heart. 
All law, wnere there is a diapontion 
U> Jo wrong, has this tendency. A 
somniand given to a child that is dts' 
posed to indulge his passions, only 
tends to excite anger and opposition. 
If the heart was holy, and there was a 
disposition to do right, law would have 
no such tendency. See this subject 
further illustrated in the Notes on ch. 
vii. 7—11. 1 The offence. The of- 
fence which had been introduced by 
Adam; i.e. sin. Comp. ver. 15. \Might 
abound. Might increase ; that is, would 
be more apparent, more violent, more 
extensive. The introduction of the 
Mosaic law, instead of diminishing the 
sins of men, only increases them. 
*[ ^ut tohere tin abounded. Alike in 
all dispensations — before the law, and 
under the law. In all conditions of the 
human family before the gospel, it was 
the characteristic that sin was preva- 
lent. ^ Grace. Favour; mercy. ^ Did 
much more abound, Superabounded. 
The word is used nowhere else in the 
New Testament, except in 2 Cor. vii. 
4. It means thai the pardoning mercy 
of the gospel greatly triumphed over 
sin, even over the sins of the Jews, 
though those sins were, greatly aggra- 
vated by the light which they enjoyed 
under the advantages of divine revela- 
tion. 

21. That as sin hath reiffned. Note, 
ver. 14. ^ Unto death. Producing or 
causing death, t Even so. In like 
manner, also. The provisions of re- 
demption are in themselves ample to 
meet all the ruins of the fall, t Might 
^race rei^n.^ Might taeicy be tri- 
umphant. See John i. 17, " Grace and 
truth came by Jesus Christ" ^ Through 
righteousness. Through, or by means 
af, God's plan of justification. Note, 
ch. i. 1 7. *f Unto eternal life. This 
stands opposed to " death" in the for- 
mer part of the verse, and shows that 
there the apostle had reference to etet^ 
nal death. The result of God*8 plan 



reign through righteousness, un- 
to eternal life, by Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 



of justification shall be to prcduce ete<^ 
nal Ufe, The triumphs of the gospt:! 
here celebrated cannot refer to the 
number of the subjects, for it has not 
actually freed all men from the domi- 
nion of sin. But the apostle refers to 
the fact that the gospel is able to over- 
come sin of the most malignant form, 
of the most aggravated character, of the 
longest duration. Sin in all dispensa- 
tions and states of things can be thus 
overcome ; and the gospel is more than 
sufficient to meet all the evils of the 
apostasy, and to raise up the race to 
heaven. 

This chapter is a most precious por- 
tion of divine revelation. It brings into 
view the amazing evils which have re- 
sulted from the apostasy. The apostle 
does not attempt to deny or palliate 
those evils ; he admits them fully ; ad- 
mits them in their deepest, widest, most 
melancholy extent; just as the physi- 
cian admits the extent and ravages of 
the disease which he hopes to cure. At 
the same time, Christianity is not re- 
sponsible for those evils. It did not int ro- 
duce them. It finds them in existence, 
as a matter of sober and melancholy 
fact pertaining to all the race. Chris- 
tianity is no more answerable for the 
introduction and extent of sin, than the 
science of medicine is jresponsible for 
the introduction and extent of disease. 
Like that science, ii finds a state of 
wide-spread evils in existence ; and like 
that science, it is strictly a remedial 
system. And whether true or false, 
still the evils of sin exist, just as the 
evils of disease exist, whether the sci- 
ence of medicine be well-founded or 
not Nor does it make any difference 
in the existence of these evils, whether 
Christianity be true or false. If the 
Bible could be proved to be an imposi- 
tion, it would not prove that men are 
not sinners. If the whole work of 
Christ could be shown to be impos- 
ture, still it would annihilate no sin, 
nor would it prove that man has not 
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CHAPTER VI. 
W'HAT shall we say then? 
Shall • we continue in sin, 
that grace may abound ? 

fallen. The fact would still remain — 
a fact certainly quite as universal, and 
quite as melancholy^ as it is under the 
admitted truth of die Christian reyela- 
tion — and a fact which the infidel is just 
as much concerned to account for as 
is the Christian. Christianity proposes 
a remedy ; and it is permitted to the 
Christian to rejoice that that remedy is 
ample to meet all the evils ; that it is 
just fitted to recover our alienated 
world; and that it is destined yet to 
raise Uie race up to life, and peace, 
and heaven. In the provisions of that 
scheme we may and should triumph ; 
and on the same principle as we may 
rejoice in the triumph of medicine over 
disease, so may we triumph in the as- 
cendency of the Christian plan over all 
the evils of the fall. And while Chris- 
tians thus rejoice, the infidel, the deist, 
the pagan, and the scoffer shall contend 
with these evils which their systems 
cannot alleviate .or remove, and sink 
under the chilly reign of sin and death ; 
just as men pant, and struggle, and 
expire under the visitations of disease, 
because they vfill not apply the proper 
remedies of medicine, but choose rather 
to leave themselves to its unchecked 
ravages, or to use all the nostrums of 
quackery in a vain attempt to arrest 
evils which are coming upon them. 
CHAPTER VI. 
The argument commenced in this 
chapter is continued through the two 
following. The general design is the 
same— ^0 show that the scheme of Jus- 
tification -which God had adopted 
does not lead men to sin, but on the 
contrary to holiness* This is intro- 
duced by answering an objection, ch. 
vi. 1. The apostle pursues this subject 
by various arguments and illustrations, 
all tending to show that the design and 
bearing of the scheme of justification 
was to produce the hatred of sin, and the 
love and practice of holiness. In this 
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2 God forbid. How shall we, 
that are dead * to sin, live any 
longer therein ? 

• eJIJ. h Tenia.! 1. Col.3.8. lFet.S.84. 

chapter, the argument is mainly drawn 
firom the following sources : (I.) From 
the baptism of Christians, by which they 
have professed to be dead to sin, and 
to be bound to live to God. ver. 2---13. 
(2.) From the fact that they were now 
the servants of God, and under obliga- 
tion, by the laws of servitude, to obey 
him. ver. 16—20. (3.) From their 
former experience of the evil of an, 
from its tendency to produce misery 
and death, and firom the fact that 
by the gospel they had been made 
ashamed of those things, and had now 
given themselves to the pure service of 
God. By these various considerations} 
he repels the charge that the tendency 
of the doctrine was to produce licen- 
tiousness, but afiSrms that it was a sys- 
tem of purity and peace. The argu- 
ment is continued in the two following 
chapters, showing still fiirther the puri- 
fying tendency of the gospel. 

1. What shall -we say then ? This 
is a mode of presenting an objection. 
The objection refers to what the apos- 
tle bad said in ch. v. 20. What shall 
we say to such a sentiment as that 
where sin abounded grace did much 
more abound 1 ^ Shall -we continue 
in sin ? &c. If sin has been the occa- 
sion of grace and favour, ought we not 
to continue in it, and commit as much 
as possible, in order that grace might 
abound 1 This objection the apostle 
proceeds to answer. He shows that 
the consequence does not follow; and 
proves that the doctrine of justification 
does not lead to it 

2. God forbid. By no means. 
Greek, It may not be. Note, ch. iii. 4. 
The expression is a strong denial of 
what is implied in Ihe objection in ver. 
1. 1 Hoto shall we, &c. This con- 
tains a reason of the implied statement 
of the apostle, that we should not con- 
tinue in sin. The reason is drawn 
from the fact that we are dead in & - 
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3 Know ye not, that so many 
of us as were * baptized into Je- 
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to sin. It is impoosible for those who 
are dead to act as if they were alive. 
h is just as absurd to suppose that a 
Christian should desire to live in sin 
as that a dead man should put forth 
the actions of life. Y That are dead 
to tin. That is, all Christiana. To be 
dttad to a thing is a strong expression 
denoting that it has no influence over 
us. A man that is dead is uninfluenced 
and unsffected by the afiairs of this life. 
He is insensible to sounds, Biid tastes, 
and pleasures ; to the hum of business, 
to tLJe voice of friendship, and to all the 
scenes of commerce, gayety, and ambi- 
tion.. When it is said, therefore, that 
a Christian is dead to sin, the sense is, 
that it has lost its mfluence over him ; 
he ia nai sulject to it ; he is in regard 
to that, as the man in the grave is to 
the busy scenes and cares of this life. 
The expression is not infrequent in the 
New Testament Gal. ii. 1,9, '* For I 
.... rjn dead to the law.*' Col. iii. 3, 
" For ye are dead, and yc^ur hfe is hid 
with Christ in God." 1 Pet. ii. 24, 
" Who. . . .bare our sins. . . .that we, 
being dead to sin," &c. The apostle 
does not here attempt to prove that 
Christians are thus dead, nor to state 
in what way they become so. He as- 
sumes the fact without argument. All 
Christians are thus iii fact dead to sin. 
They do not live to sin ; nor has sin 
dominion over them. The expression, 
used here by the apostle is common in 
all languages. We familiarly speak of 
a man's being dead to sensual pleasures, 
to. ambition, &c. to denote that they 
have lost their influence over him. 
^ Live any U)nger therein. How shall 
we, who have become sensible of the 
evil of sin, and who have renounced it 
by solemn profession, continue to prac- 
tise iti It is therefore abhorrent to 
th^ very nature of the Christian pro- 
fession. It is remarkable that the apos- 
tle did not attempt to argue the ques- 
tion on metaphysical principles. He 
did not attempt to show by abstruse 



sus Christ were baptized into ■ 
his death ? 
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argument that this consequence did not 
follow ; but he appeals at once to Chris- 
tian feeling, and shows that the suppo- 
sition is abhorrent to that To convince 
the great mass of men, such an appeal 
is far better than laboured metaphysical 
argumentation. Ail Christians can un- 
derstand that ; but few would compre- 
hend an abstruse speculation. The best 
way to silence objections is, sometimes, 
to show that they violate the feelings 
of afl Christians, and that therefore the 
objection must be wrong. 

3. Knoto ye not. This is a further 
appeal to the Christian profession, and 
the principles involved in it, in answer 
to the objection. The simple argument 
in this verse and the two following is, 
that by our very profession made in 
baptism, we have renounced sin, and 
have pledged ourselves to live to God. 
1 So many of ua, &c. All who were 
baptized ; i. e. all professing Christians. 
As this renunciation of sin had been 
thus made by all who professed reli- 
gion, so the objection could not have 
reference to Christianity in any man- 
ner. ^ Were baptized. The act of 
baptism denotes dedication to the ser- 
vice of him in whose name we are 
baptized. One of its designs is to dedi- 
cate or consecrate us to the service 
of Christ Thus (1 Cor. x. 2) the Is- 
raelites are said to have been " baptized 
unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea;" 
i. e. they becsone consecrated, or dedi- 
cated, or bound to him as their leader 
and lawgiver. In the place before us, 
the argument of the apostle is evidently 
drawn from the supposition that we 
have been solemnly consecrated by bap- 
tism to the service of Christ ; and that 
to sin is therefore a violation of the 
very nature of our Christian profession. 
t Into («Jc). This is the word which 
is used in Matt xxviii. 19, "Teach all 
nations, baptizing them into (its) the 
name of the Father," &c. It means, 
being baptized unto his service ; receiv- 
ing him as the Saviojir and guide, de- 
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4 Therefore we are buried • 
ivith him by baptism into death ; 
that like ^ as Christ was raised 

a Col^lS. IPetSA. b e.8.11. 2Cor.lS.4. 

▼oting all unto him and his cause. 
% Were baptized unto hit death. We 
were baptized with special reference to 
his death. Our baptism had a strong 
resemblance to his death. By that be 
became insensible to the things of the 
world ; by baptism we in like manner 
become dead to sin. Farther, we are 
baptized with particular reference to 
the design of his death, the great lead- 
ing feature and purpose of his work. 
That was, to expiate sin ; to free men 
from its power; to make them pure. 
We have professed our devotion to the 
same cause ; and have solemnly conse- 
crated ourselves to the same design — 
to put a period to the dominion of ini- 
quity. 

4. Therefore toe are buried, Ac. 
It is altogether probable that the apos- 
tle in this place had allusion to the cus- 
tom of baptizing by immersion. This 
cannot, indeed, be proved, so as to be 
liable to no objection ; but I presume 
that this is the idea which would strike 
the great mass of unprejudiced readers. 
But while this is admitted, it is also 
certain that his main scope and inten- 
tion was not to describe the mode of 
baptism ; nor to affirm that that mode 
was to be universal. The design was 
very dififerent. It was to show that 
by the solemn profession made at 
our baptism, -we had become dead to 
sin, as Christ -was dead to the living 
■world around him tohen he -was buried; 
and that as he was raised up to life, so 
•we should also rise to a new life. A 
similar expression occurs in Col. iL 12, 
** Buried with him in baptism," &c. 
Y Into death (mc). Unto death ; L e. 
with a solemn purpose to be dead to 
sin and to the world. Grotius and 
Doddridge, however, understand this 
as referring to the death of Christ — in 
order to represent the death of Christ — 
or to bring us into a kind of fellowship 
with his death, t That like as. In a 
similar manner. ChriRt rose fircmi death 

M 



up from the dead by • th^ glory 
of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness '^ of life. 

e Matt28.S,8. d Oal.8.16. Eph.4.82-44. 1Jimu2.6. 

in the sepulchre ; and so we are bound 
by our vows at ))aptism to rise to a holy 
life. 1 By the glory of the Father. 
Perhaps this means, amidst the glojry, 
the majesty and wonders evinced by 
the Father when he raised him up. 
Matt xxviii. 2, 3. Or possibly the 
word glory is here used to denote 
simply his po-wer, as the resurrection 
was a signal and glorious display of 
his omnipotence. ^ Enfen so. As he 
rose to new life, so should we. As he 
rose from death, so we, being made 
dead to sin and the worid by that re- 
ligion whose profession is expressed by 
baptism, should rise to a new life, a life 
of holiness. ^ Should -walk. Should 
live, or conduct The word -walk is 
often used to express the course of a 
man's life, or the tenor of his conduct 
Note, ch. iv. 12; viii. 1. 1 Cor. v. 7; 
X. 3. Eph. it 10 ; iv. 1, &c. *f In new- 
ness of Ufe. This is a Hebraism to 
denote neto Ufe, We should rise with 
Christ to a new Ufe ; and having been 
made dead to sin, as he was dead in 
the grave, so should we rise to a holy 
life, as he rose from the grave. The 
argument in this verse is, therefore, 
drawn from the nature of the Christian 
profession. By our very baptism, by 
our very profession, we have become 
dead to sin, as Christ became dead; 
and being devoted to him by that bap- 
tism, we are bound to rise as he did to 
a new life. 

While it is admitted that the allusion 
here was probably to the custom of im- 
mersion in baptism, yet the passage 
cannot be adduced as an argument that 
that is the only mode, or that it is bind- 
ing on ail Cluistians in all places and 
ages, for the following reasons: (1.) 
The scope or design of the apostle is 
not to discuss the mode of baptism, oi 
to state any doctrine on the subject It 
is an incidental allusion in the course 
of an argument, without stating or im- 
plying that this was the universal mod« 
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5 For if* we have been plant- 
ed together in the likeness of his 
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even then, still less that it was the 
only possible mode. His main detign 
was to state the obligation of Chris- 
tians to be holy, from the nature of 
their profession at baptism — an obliga- 
tion just as impressive, and as forcible, 
from the application of water in any 
other mode as by immersion. It arises 
from the fact of baptism, not from the 
mode. It is just as true that they who 
are baptized by affusion, or by sprink- 
ling, are baptized into his death ; be- 
come professedly dead to sin and the 
world, and under obligations to live to 
God, as those who are immersed. It 
results from the nature of the ordi- 
nance, not from the mode. (2.) If this 
was the. mode commonly, it does not 
follow that it was the only mode, nor 
that it was to be universally observed. 
Thrre is no command that this should 
be thfi only mode. And the simple fact 
that it was usually practised in a warm 
climate, where ablutions were common, 
does not prove that it is to be observed 
amidst polar snows and ice, and in in- 
fancy, and age, and feebleness, and 
sickness. See Note on Acts viii. 38, 
39. (3.) If this is to be pressed lite- 
rally as a matter of obligation, why 
should not also the following expres- 
sion, " If we have been planted toge- 
ther" &c, be pressed literally, and it 
be demanded that Christians should 
somehow be " planted" as well as " bu- 
ried''] Such an interpretation only 
shows the absurdity of insisting on a 
literal interpretation of the Scriptures 
in cases of simple allusion, or where 
the main scope is illustration by figu- 
rative language. 

6. For if -we have been planted to- 
gether. The word here used (o-J/u- 
^vToc), does not elsewhere occur in the 
New Testament It properly means 
sown or planted at the same time; that 
which sprouts or springs up together ; 
and is applied to plants and trees that 
are planted at the same time, and that 
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death, we shall be also in 
likeness of his resurrection 



sprout and grow together. Thus the 
name would be given to a field of grain 
that was sown at the saifie time, and 
where the grain sprung up and grew 
simultaneously. Hence it means inti". 
mately connected^ or joined together. 
And here it denotes that Christians and 
the Saviour have been united intimate- 
ly in regard to death ; as he died and 
was laid in the grave, so have they by 
profession died to sin. And it is there- 
fore natural to expect, that, like grain 
sown at the same time, .they should 
grow up in a similar manner, and re- 
semble each other. *f fFe shall be also. 
We shall be also fello-w-plants ; i. e. 
we shall resemble him in regard to the 
resurrection. As he rose from the 
grave, so shall we rise from sin. As 
he lived a new life, being raised up, so 
shall we Uve a new life. The propriety 
of this figure is drawn firmn the doc- 
trine oflen referred to in the New Tes- 
tament, of a union between Christ and 
his people. See this explained in the 
Notes on John xv. 1 — 10. The senti- 
ment here inferred is but an illustra- 
tion of what was said by the Saviour 
(John iiv. 19), "Because I live, ye 
shall live also." There is perhaps not 
to be found a more beautiful illustra- 
tion than that employed here by the 
apostle — of seed sown together in the 
earth, sprouting together, growing toge- 
ther, and ripening together for the har- 
vest. Thus the Saviour and his people 
are united together in his death, start 
up to life together in his resurrection, 
and are preparing together for the same 
harvest of glory in the heavens.. ^ In 
the likeness o/*his resurrection. This 
does not mean that we shall resemble 
him when we are raised up at the last 
day— -which may be, howev^, true- 
but that our rising firom sin will resem- 
ble his resurrection from th^ ? ivb. As 
he rose from the tomb ana lived, so 
shall we rise itom. sin and live a new 
Ufe. 
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6 Knowing thifi, that our old 
man is cruci^d with him, that 
the body • of sin might be de- 

6. Knoioing this. We all knowing 
this. All Christians are supposed to 
know this. This is a new illustration 
drawn from the fact that by his cruci- 
fixion our corrupt nature has been cru- 
cified also, or put to death ; and that 
thus wo should be free from the servi- 
tude of sin. ^ Our old man. This 
eicpression occurs also in Eph. iv. 22, 
" That ye put off. ... the old man which 
is corrupt according to the deceitful 
lusts.'' Col. iii. 9, " Lie not to one an- 
other, seeing that ye have put off the 
old man with his deeds." From these 
passages it is evident that Paul uses the 
expression to denote our sinful and cor- 
rupt nature ; the passions and evil pro- 
pensities that exist before the heart is 
renewed. It refers to the love of sin, 
the indulgence of sinful propensities, 
in opposition to the new disposition 
which exists after the soul is converted, 
and which is called " the new man." 
^ Is crucified. Is put to death, as if 
on a cross. In this expression there is 
a personification of die corrupt pro- 
pensities of our nature represented as 
** our old man," our native disposition, 
&c. The figure is here carried out, and 
this old man, this corrupt nature, is re- 
presented as having been put to death 
in an agonizing and torturing manner. 
The pains of crucifixion were perhaps 
the most torturing of any that the hu- 
man frame could bear. Death in this 
manner was most lingering and dis- 
tressing. And the apostle here by the 
expression " is crucified" doubtless re- 
fers to the painful and protracted strug- 
gle which every one goes through when 
his evil propensities are subdued ; when 
his corrupt nature is slain ; and when, 
a converted sinner, he gives himself up 
to God. Sin dies within him, and he 
becomes dead to the world, and to sin ; 
" for as by the cross death is most lin- 
gering and severe, so that corrupt na- 
ture is not subdued but by anguish." 
{Grotiuf.) All who have been born 



stroyed, that hencefoith 
should not serve sin. 
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again can enter into this description. 
They remember ** the wormwood and 
the gall." They remember the ang ilsh 
of conviction ; the struggle of coi- 
rupt passion for the ascendency ; the 
dying convulsions of sin in the heart ; 
the long and lingering conflict before 
it was subdued, and the soul became 
submissive to God. Nothing will bet- 
ter express this than the lingering ago- 
ny of crucifixion : and the argument 
of the apostle is, that as sin has pro- 
duced such an effect, and as the Chris- 
tian is now free from its embrace and 
its power, he will live to God. 1 With 
him. The word " with" (ow) here is 
joined to the verb " is crucified," and 
means " is crucified as he was." ^ That 
the body of sin. This expression doubt- 
less means the same as that which he 
had just used, "our old man." But 
why the term body is used, has been a 
subject in which interpreters have not 
been agreed. Some say that is a He- 
braism, denoting mere intensity or em- 
phasis. Some, that it means the same 
as ^eshf i. e. denoting our sinful pro- 
pensities and lusts. Grotius thinks that 
the term " body" is elegantly attributed 
to sin because the body of m^n is made 
up of many members joined together 
compactly f and sin also consists of nu- 
merous vices and evil propensities join- 
ed compactly, as it were, in one body. 
But the expression is evidently merely 
another form of conveying the idea 
contained in the phrase " our old man" 
— a personification of sin as if it had a 
living form, and as if it had been put to 
death on a cross. It refers to the moral 
destruction of the power of sin in the 
heart by the gospel, and not to any 
physical change in the nature or facul- 
ties of the soul. Compare Col. ii. 11. 
^ Might be destroyed. Might be put 
to death ; might become inoperative 
and powerless. Sin becomes enervated, 
loeakenedf and finally annihilated, by 
the work of the cross. ^ JVe should 
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7 For " he that is dead is 
* freed from sin. 

8 Now if we be dead with 

• lF«t.4.1. ^hutijUd. 



not serve. Should not be thejlave of 
sin (Jwxivm)* That we should not be 
subject to its control. The sense is, 
that before this we were »lave» of sin 
(comp. yer. 17), but that now we are 
made free from this bondage^ because 
the moral death of sin has freed us 
from it ^ Sin. Sin is here personified 
as a maitter that had dominion over 
us, but is now dead. 

7. For he that i» dead. This is evi- 
dently an expression having a prover- 
bial aspect, designed to illustrate the 
sentiment just expressed. The Rabbins 
had an expression similar to this, 
"When one is dead he is free from 
commands." {Grotius.) So says Paul, 
when a man dies he is exempt from the 
power and dominionof his master,of him 
who reigned over him. The Christian 
had been subject to sin before his con- 
version. But he has now become dead 
to it. And as when a servant dies, he 
ceases to be subject to the control of 
his master, so the Christian being now 
dead to sin, on the same principle, 
is released from the control of his 
former master, sin. The idea is con- 
nected with ver. 6, where it is said that 
we should not be the slaves of sin any 
more. . The reason of this, is assigned 
here where it is said that we are freed 
from it as a slave is freed when he dies. 
Of course, the apostle here is saying 
nothing of the future world. His 
whole argument has respect to the state 
of the Christian here; to his being 
freed from the bondage of sin. It is 
evident that he who is not freed from 
this bondage here, will not be in the 
future world. But the argument of the 
apostle has no bearing on that point 
1 Is freed. Greek, Is Justified. The 
word here is used clearly in the sense 
of setting at liberty ^ or destroying the 
power or dominion. The word is often 
used in this^ sense. Comp. Acts xiii. 
38, 39. Comp. a similar expression in 
1 Pet iv. 1, *fHe that hath suffered 



Christ, we believe that we shall 
also live with him : 

9 Knowing thit Christ, * be- 
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in the. flesh hath ceased from sin.** 
The design of the apostle is not to say 
that the Christian is perfect, but that 
sin has ceased to have dominion ovei 
him, as a master ceases to have power 
over a slave when he is dead. That 
dominion may be broken, so that the 
Christian may not be a slave to sin. 
and yet he may be conscious of many 
failings and of much imperfection. See 
ch. vii. 

8 — 11. This passage is a confirma- 
tion and illustration of what the apostle 
had said before, ver. 5 — 7. The argu* 
ment is, that as Christ was once dead 
but now lives to God, and will no more 
die, so we, being dead to sin, but living 
unto God, should not obey sin, but 
should live only to God. 

8. JVow if wtf be dead ivith Christ. 
If we 'le dead in a manner similar to 
what he was ; if we are made dead 
to sir by his work, as he was dead in 
the g -ave. See Note, ver. 4. ^ We bc' 
lieve. All Christians. It is an article 
of our faith. This does not refer to 
the future world so much as to the pre- 
sent It becomes an article of our be- 
lief that we are to live with Chnst 
If That we shall also live ivith him. 
This does not refer primarily to the 
resurrection, and to the future state, 
but to the present tVe hold it as an 
article of our faith, t/iat -we shall be 
alive with Christ. As he was raised 
up from death, so we shall be raised 
from the death of sin. As he lives^ so 
we shall live in holiness. We are 
in fact raised up here, and, as it were, 
made aMxfe to him. This is not confined, 
however, to the present life, but as 
Christ lives for ever, so the apostle goes 
on to show that -ae shall. 

9. Knowing. As we all know. This 
is asiBumed as an undoubted article of 
belief. ^ Dieth no more. Will never 
die again. He will have occasion tc 
make no other atonement for sin ; for 
that which he has made is sufficient 
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ing raised from the dead, dieth 
no more ; death hath no more 
dominion over him« 

10 For in that he died, he 
died ' unto sin once : but in that 
he liveth, he liveth unto God. 

11 Likewise reckon ye also 

a Heb.aSB. 

for all. He in beyond the dominion of 
death, and will live for ever. Rev. i« 18, 
" I am he that liveth and was dead, and 
liehold I am alive for evermore." This 
is not only a consolation to the Chris- 
tian, but it is an a,rffument why he 
should bo holy. ^ JVo more dominion. 
No rule; no lord^ip; no pow^r. He 
is free from its influence ; and the king 
of terrors cannot reach his throne. 
Comp. Heb. iz. 25^28 ; z. 12. 

10. For in that he died. For in 
respect to the design of his death. ^ J/e 
tiled unto nn. His death had respect 
to sin. The design of his death was to 
destroy sin ; to make an atonement for 
it, and thus to put it away. As his 
death was designed to effect this, so it 
follows that Christians being baptized 
into his death, and having it as their 
object to destroy sin, should not indulge 
in it. The whole force of the motive, 
therefore, drawn from the death of 
Christ, is to induce Christians to for- 
sake sin. Comp. 2 Cor. v. 1 5, " And 
that he died for all, that they which 
hve should not henceforth live unto 
themselves, but unto him which died 
for them and rose again." ^ Once 
(<<pa9rst|). Once only; once for all. 
This is an adverb denying a repetition 
(^Schleusner), and implies that it will 
not be done again. Comp. Heb. vii. 
17; iz. 12; z. 10. The argument of 
the apostle rests much on this, that his 
death was once for all ; that it would 
not be repeated. ^ In that he liveth. 
The object, the design of his living. 
He aims with his living power to pro- 
mote the glory of God. ^ Unto God, 
He seeks to promote his glory. The 
argument of Paul is this: Christians 
by their profession are united to him. 
They are bound to imitate him. As 
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yourselves to be dead ' indeed 
unto sin, but ^ive ' unto God 
through Christ Jesus our Lord 

12 Let ^ not sin therefore 
reign in your mortal body, that 
ye should obey it in the lusts 
thereof. 
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he now lives only to advance the glory 
of God ; as all his mighty pQwer,now that 
be is raised from the dead, and ele- 
vated to his throne in heaven, is ezerted 
to promote fiis glory; so should their 
powers, being raised from the death 
of sin, be ezerted to promote the glory 
of God. 

11. Likewise. In like manner. 
This is an ezhortation drawn from the 
argument in the previous verses. It 
shows the design and tendency oi the 
Christian scheme. ^ Reckon ye your*' 
selves. Judge, or esteem yourselves. 
1 To be dead indeed unto sin. So 
that sin shall have no influence or 
control over you, any more than the 
objects of this world have over the dead 
in their graves. See Note, ver. 2. 
1 But alive unto God, Bound to live 
to promote his glory ; to make this the 
great and sole object of your living. 
1 Through Jesus Christ, By means 
of the death, and resurrection, and ez- 
ample of Jesus Christ The apostle 
regards all our disposition to live to 
God as resulting from the work of the 
Lord Jesus Christ 

12. Let not sin therefore. This is a 
conclusion drawn from the previous 
train of reasoning. The result of all 
these considerations is, that sm should 
not be suffered to reign in us. 1 Heign. 
Have dominion; obtain the ascendency, 
or rule. ^ In your mortal body. In 
you. The apostle uses the word " mor- 
tal" here, perhaps, for these reasons, 
(1.) To remind them of the tendency 
of the flesh to sin and corruption, as 
equivalent to "fleshly," since the ^es\ 
is often used to denote evil passions 
and desires (comp. ch. vii. 5. 23: 
viii. 3. 6) ; and (2.) To remind ihem 
of their weafenesSf as tho body was 
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13 Neither yield ye your 
members " as instruments * of 
unrighteousness unto sin: but 
yield * yourselves unto God, as 
tliose that are alive from the 
dead, and your members as in- 
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mortal, was soon to decay, and was 
therefore liable to be overcome by 
temptation. Perhaps, also, he had his 
eye on the folly of suffering the "mor- 
tal body" to overcome the immortal 
mind, and to bring it into subjection to 
sin and corruption. 1 That ye should 
obey it. That sin should get such an 
asi^endency as to rule entirely over 
you, and make you the slave. ^ In 
tfie lusts thereof. In its desires^ or 
propensities. 

13. J^either yield ye your members. 
Do not give up, or devote, or ermploy 
your members, &c. The word mem- 
bers here refers to the members of the 
body — 'the hands, fdet, tongue, &c It 
is a specification of what in ver. 12 
18 included under the general term 
" body." See ch. vii. 6. 23. 1 Cor. vi. 
15 ; xii. 12. 18. 20. ^ As instruments. 
This word {o?rhA) properly signifies 
arms, or implements of war; but it 
also denotes an instrument of any kind 
which we use for defence or aid. Here 
it means that we should not devote our 
members — our hands, tongue, &c. as 
if under the direction of sinful passions 
and corrupt desires, to accomplish pur- 
poses of iniquity. We should not make 
the members of our bodies the slaves 
of sin reigning within us. ^ Unto sin. 
In the service of sin ; to work iniquity. 
^ JSut yield yourselves, &c. Give or 
devote yourselves to God. % That are 
alive, ver. 11. ^ Jind your numbers, 
dec. Christians should devote every 
member of the body to God and to his 
service. Their tongue should be conse- 
crated to his praise, and to the office 
of truth, and kindness, and benevo- 
lence ; their hands should be employed 
in useful labour for him and his cause ; 
iheix feet should be swift in his service, 
Tid should not go in the paths of ini- 



struments of righteousness nnto 
God. 

14 For sin shall not have • 
dominion over you : for ye are 
not under the law, but under 
grace. 
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quity ; their eyes should contemplate 
his works to excite thanksgiving and 
praise; their ears should not be em- 
ployed to listen to words of deceit, or 
songs of dangerous and licentious ten- 
dency, or to persuasion that would lead 
astray, but should be open to catch the 
voice of God as he utters his will in 
•the Book of truth, or as he speaks in 
the gale, the zephyr, the rolling thun- 
der, the ocean, or in the great events 
of his providence. He speaks to us 
every day, and we should hear him ; 
he spreads his glories before us, and 
we should survey them to praise him ; 
he commands,' and * our hands, and 
heart, and feet should ob^. 

14. For sin, &c. The propensity 
or inclination to sin. ^ Shall not have 
dominion. Shall not reign, ch. v. 12 ; 
vi. 6. This implies that sin ought not 
to have this dominion ; and it also ex- 
presses the conviction of the apostle 
that it would not have this rule over 
Christians. ^ For tve are not under 
law. We who are Christians are not 
subject to that law where sin is excited, 
and where it rages unsubdued. But it 
may be asked here, what is meant by this 
declaration 1 Does it mean that Chris- 
tians are absolved from all the obliga- 
tions of the law '! I answer, (1.) The 
apostle does not affirm that Christians 
are not bound to obey the moral lata. 
The whole scope of his reasoning shows 
that he maintains that they are. The 
whole structure of Christianity supo 
poses the same thing. Comp. Matt. v. 
17 — 19. (2.) The apostle means to 
say that Christians are not under the 
law as legalists, or as attempting to be 
justified by it. They seek a different 
plan of justification altogether: and 
they do not attempt to be justified by 
their own obedience. The Jews did ; 
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15 What then? 8hall we sin, 
berause we are not under the 
law, but under grace ? God 
forbid; 

16 Know ye not, that to 

tliey do not (3.) It is implied here 
that the effect of an attempt to be jus- 
tified by the laiv was, not to subdue 
sins, but to excite them, and to lead to 
indaigence in them. Justification by 
works would destroy no sin, would 
check no evil propensity, but would 
leave a man to all the ravages and riot- 
ings of unsubdued passion. If, there- 
fore, the apostle had maintained that 
men inhere justified by works, he could 
not have consistently exhorted them to 
abandon their sins. He would have 
had no powerful motives by which to 
urge it; for the scheme would not lead 
to it. But he here says that the Chris- 
tian was seeking justification on a plan 
which contemplated and which accom- 
pUshecl the destruction of sin. ; and he 
therefore infers that sin should not have 
dominion over them. ^ Jiut under 
grace. Under a scheme of mercy, the 
design and tendency of which is to 
subdue sin, and destroy it. In what 
way the system of grace removes and 
destroys sin, the apostle states in the 
following verses. 

15. fVhat then? shall -we sin, &c. 
The apostle proceeds to notice an ob- 
jection which might be suggested. 
*■ If Christians are not under the law, 
which forbids all sin, but are under 
grace, which pardons sin, will it not 
follow that they will feel themselves 
released from obligation to be holy? 
Will they not commit sin freely, since 
the system of grtice js one which con- 
templates pardon, and which will lead 
them to believe that they may be for- 
given to any extent V This conse- 
quence has been drawn by many pro- 
fessing Christians; and it was well, 
therefore, for the apostle to guard 
against it. ^ God forbid. Note, ch. 
Ui. 4. 

1 6. Knottf ye not, &c. The objection 



whom ye " yield yourselves ser- 
vants to obey, his servants ye 
are to whom ye obey ; whethei 
of sin unto death, or of obedi- 
ence unto righteousness ? 
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noticed in ver. 15, the apostle answetv 
by a reference to the known laws of 
servitude or slavery (ver. 16 — 20), and 
by showing that Christians, who had 
bcsen the slaves of sin, have now become 
the servants of righteousness, and were 
therefore bound by the proper laws of 
servitude to obey their new master : as 
if he had said, 'I assume that yoa 
know; you are acquainted with the 
laws of servitude ; you know what is 
required in such cases.' Thi» would 
be known to all who had been either 
masters or slaves, or who had observed 
the usual laws and obligations of servi- 
tude. ^ To -whom ye yield yourselves. 
To whom ye give up yourselves for 
servitude or obedience. The apostle 
here refers to voluntary servitude ; but 
where this existed, the power of tho 
master over the time and service» of 
the servant was absolute. The argu- 
ment of the apostle is, that Christiana 
had become the voluntary servants of 
God, and were therefore bound to obey 
him entirely. Servitude among the 
ancients, whether voluntary or invo- 
luntary, was rigid, and gave the master, 
an absolute right over his slave. Luke 
xvii. 9. John viii. 34; xv. 15. \ To 
obey. To be obedient ; or for the pur- 
pose of obeying his commands. ^ To 
whom ye obey. To whom ye come 
under subjection. That is, you are 
bound to obey his requirements. 
1 Whether of sin. The general law 
of servitude the apostle now applies to 
the case before him. If men became 
the servants of sin, if they gave them- 
selves to its indulgence, they would 
obey it, let the consequences be what 
they might. Even with death, and 
ruin, and condemnation before them, 
they would obey sin. They give in 
dulgence to their evil passions and de- 
sires, and follow them as obedient ser- 
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17 But God be thanked, that 
ye were the servants of sin i but 
yc hare obeyed from the heart 
that form • of * doctrine which 
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vants, eyen if they lead them down to 
hell. Whatever be the consequences 
of sin, yet he who yields to it must 
Siiide by them, even if it leads him 
down to death and eternal wo. ^Orof 
obedience^ Sec The same law exists in 
regard to holiness or obedience. The 
man who becomes the servant of holi- 
ness will feel himself bound by the law 
of servitude to obey, and to pursue it 
to its regular consequences. ^ Unto 
rig'hteoiunesM, Untojustification; that 
is, unto eternal Jife. The expression 
stands contrasted with *' death," and 
doubtless means that he who thus be- 
comes the voluntary servant of holiness 
will feel himself bound to obey it, unto 
complete and eternal justification and 
life. Comp. ver. 21,22. Theaigument 
IB drawn from what the Christian 
would feel of the nature ot obligation. 
He Tooutd obey him to whom he had 
devoted himscUl 

17. But God be thanked. The ar- 
gument in this verse is drawn from a 
direct appeal to the feeluigs of the 
Roman Christians themselves. From 
their experience Paul was able to draw 
a demonstration to his purpose, and 
this was with him a ground of gratitude 
to God. 1 That ye were, &c. The 
9e7iie of this passage is plain. The 
ground of the thanksgiving was not 
that they had been the slaves of sin ; 
but it is, that notwithstanding this, or 
although they had been thus, yet that 
they were now obedient. To give 
thanks to God that men were sinners, 
would contradict the whole spirit of 
this argument, and of the Bible. But 
to give thanks that although men had 
been sinners, yet that now. they had be- 
come obedient ; that is, that great nn- 
ners had become converted^ is in entire 
accordance with the spirit of the Bible, 
Slid with propriety. The word although 
or whereas, understood here, expresses 
the sense, * But thanks unto God, that 



was delivered you. 

18 Being then made free ' 
from sin, ye became the ser- 
vants of righteousness. 
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-whereat ye were the servants of sin,' 
4cc. Christians should thank God that 
they themselves, though once great 
sinners, have become converted ; and 
when others who are great sinners are 
converted, they should praise him. 
^ The aervantt of atn. This is a 
strong expression implying that they 
had been in bondage to sin ; that they 
had been completely its slai^es. ^ From 
the heart. Not in external form only ; 
but as a cordial, sincere, and entire ser^ 
vice. No other obedience is genuine. 
1 That form of doctrine, Greek, Type. 
See Note, ch. v. 14. The form or type 
of doctrine means that shape or model 
of instruction which was communis 
catied. It does not differ materially from 
the doctrine itself "you have obeyed 
that doctrine," && You haTe yielded 
obedience to the instructions, the rules, 
the tenor of the Christian revelation. 
The word doctrine does not refer to an 
abstract dogma, but means instruction^ 
that "which is taught. And the 
meaning of the whole expression is 
simply, that they had yielded a cheer- 
ful and hearty obedience to that 
which had been communicated to them 
by the teachers of the Christian reli- 
gion. Comp. ch. i. 8. ^ Which -was 
delivered you. Marg. •* Whereto ye 
were delivered." This is a literal 
translation of the Greek; and the 
sense is simply in' which you have 
been instructed. 

18. Being then made free from stn. 
That is, as a master. You are not un- 
der its dominion ; you are' no longer 
its slaves. They were made free, 
as a servant is who is set at liberty, 
and who is, therefore, no longer under 
obligation to obey. \ Ye became the 
servants, &c. You became voluntarily 
under the dominion of righteousness ; 
yeu yielded yourselves to it ; and are 
therefore bound to be holy. Comp> 
Note« John viii. 32. 
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19 I speak after the manner 
it men, because of the infirmity 
of your flesh : for as ye have 
yielded your members servants 
to uncleanness and to iniquity, 
unto iniquity ; even so now yield 



19. J speak after the manner o/men, 
I speak as men usually speak; or I 
draw an illustration from common life, 
in order to make myself better under- 
stood. ^ Because of the infirmity of 
your flesh. The word infirmity means 
weakness, feebleness ; and is opposed to 
vigour and strength.' The vioidfiesh is 
used often to denote the cormpt pas- 
sions of men ^^ but it may refer here to 
their intellect, or understanding ; * Be- 
cause of your imperfection of spiritual 
knowledge; or incapacity to discern 
arguments and illustrations that would 
be more strictly spiritual in their cha- 
racter.' This dimness or feebleness had 
been caused by long indulgence in sin- 
ful passions, and by the blinding in- 
fluence which such passions have on 
the mind. The sense here is, ' I use an 
illustration drawn from common affairs, 
from the well-known relations of mas- 
ter and slave, because you will better 
see the force of such an illustration 
with which you have been fiuniliar, 
than you would one that would be more 
abstract, and more strictly spiritual*' It 
is a kind of apology for drawing an illus- 
tration from the relation of master and 
slave. ^ For as ye have yielded. Note, 
ver. 13. ^ Servants to uncleanness. 
Have been in bondage to impurity. The 
word uncUannesa here refers to impuri- 
ty of life in any form ; to the degraded 
passions that were conmion among the 
heaven. See ch. i. ^ ^nd to iniquity, 
Tranc^ression of law. ^ Unto iniquity. 
For the purpose of committing ini- 
quity. It implies that tbey had done it 
in an excessive degree. It is> well for 
Cbristians to be reminded of tbeir for- 
mer lives, to awaken repentance, to ex- 
cite gratitude, to produce humility and 
a firmer purpose to live to tiie honour 
of Grod. This is the use which the 



your members servants to right- 
eousness, unto holiness. 

20 For when ye were the 
servants • of sin, ye were free * 
from righteousness. 
21 What fruit * had ye tlien 



• ver. 16. 
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apostle here makes of it ^ Unt9 
holiness. In order to practise holiness* 
Let the surrender of your members to 
holiness be as sincere and as unquali- 
fied as the surrender was to sin. This 
is all that is required of X^hristians. 
Before conversion they were wholly 
given to sin; after conversion they 
should be vhoUy given to God. If all 
Christians would employ the same 
energies in advancing the kingdom of 
God (hat they have in promoting the 
kingdom of Satan, the church would 
rise with dignity and grandeur, and 
every continent and island would soon 
feel the movement No requirement 
is more reasonable than this; and it 
should be a source of lan^entation and 
mourning with Christians that it is not 
so ; that they have employed so mighty 
energies in the cause of Satan, and do 
so litde in the service of God. This 
argument for energy in the divine life, 
the apostle proceeds further to illustrate 
by comparing the revards obtained in 
the two kinds of servitude, that of the 
world, and of God. 

20. Ye were free from righteous' 
ness. That is, in your former state, 
you were not at all under the influence 
of righteousness. You were entirely 
devoted to sin ; a strong expression of 
total depravi^. It setdes the question ; 
and proves that they had no naUve 
goodness. The argument which is tm- 
pUed here ratner than expressed is, 
that now they ought to be equally free 
firom sin, since they had become re- 
leased from their former bondage, and 
had become the servants of another 
master. 

21, What fruit then, &c. What 
reward, or what advantage. This is an 
argument drawn from the experience 
of Christians rispecting the indulgence 
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in those things whereof ye are 
now ashamed ? for the end • of 
those things is death. 

22 But now heing made free 
from sin, and become servants to 
God, ye have your fruit unto 

a CAM. Ja.1.15. 

of Binful passions. The question dis- 
cussed throughout this chapter is, whe- 
tlier the gospel plan of justification by 
faith leads to indulgence in sin ? The 
argument hero is drawn from the past 
experience which Christians have had 
in the ways of transgression. They 
have tried it; they know its effects; 
they have tasted its bitterness; they 
have reaped its fruits. It is implied 
here that having once experienced 
these effects, and knowing the tenden- 
cy of sin, they will not indulge in it 
now. Comp. ch. vii. 5. \ Whereof 
ye are noto aahameil Having seen 
their nature and tendency, you are now 
ashamed of them. Comp. ch. i. Eph. 
v.. 12, " For it is a shame to speak of 
those things which are done of them 
in secret." 2 Cor. iv. 2. Jude 13. Phil, 
iii. 19. If For the end. The tendency; 
the result Those things lead to death. 
) Is tleath. Note, ver. 22. 

22. But noto. Under the Christian 
plan of justification. \ Being- made 
free from sin. Being delivered from 
its dominion, and from bondage ; in the 
same manner as before conversion they 
were free from righteousness, ver. 20. 
^ Ye have your fruit unto holiness. 
The fruit or result is holiness. This 
service produces holiness, as the other 
did sin. It is implied here, though not 
expressly affirmed, that in this service 
which lead to holiness, they received 
important benefits, as in the service of 
sin they had experienced many evils. 
Y ^nd the end. The final result — ^the 
ultimate consequence will be. ,^t pre- 
sent this service produces holiness; 
hereafter it will terminate in everlast- 
ing life. By this consideration the 
apostle stateci the tendency of the plan 
of justification, and urges on them the 
iutv of striving after holiness. ^ Ever- 
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holiness ; and the end, everlast- 
ing life. 

23 For ' the wages of sin is 
death ; hut the gift ' of God is 
eternal life, * through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

&OanJ.I7. ec.6.17,n. d tFetl.4. 

lasHngHfe, Note, John iii. 36. This 
stands in contrast with the word death 
in ver. 21, and shows its meaning. 
One is Just as long" in duration as the 
others and if the one is limited, the 
other is. If those who obey ahal] be 
blessed with life for ever, tiiose who 
disobey will be cursed with death for 
ever. Never was there an antithesis 
more manifest and more clear. And 
there could not be a stronger proof that 
the word death in ver. 21, refers not to 
temporal death, but to eternal punish- 
ment For what force would there be 
in the argument on the supposition that 
temporal death only is meant 1 The 
argument would stand thus. * The end 
of those sins is to produce temporal 
death ; the end of holiness is to pro- 
duce eternal life J* Will not temporal 
death be inflicted, it would be immedi- 
ately asked, at any rate 1 Are Chris- 
tians exempt firom it 1 And do not men 
suffer this, whether they become Chris- 
tians or not ? How then could this be 
an argument bearing on the tenor of 
the apostle's reasoning 1 But admit the 
fair and obvious construction of the pas- 
sage to be the true one, and it becomes 
plain. They were pursuing a course 
tending to everlasting ruin; they are 
now in a path that shall terminate in 
eternal life. By this weighty conside- 
ration, therefore, they are urged to be 
holy. 

23. For the vtages of tin. The word 
here translated -wages (o;^wr/9t) properly 
denotes what is purchased to be eaten 
with bread, as fish, flesh, vegetables, 
dec (Schleusner) ; and thence it means 
the pay of the Roman soldier, because 
formerly it was the custom to pay the 
soldier in these things. It means hence 
that which a man earns or deserves, 
that which is his proper pay, or what 
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CHAPTER VII. 
l/'KOW ye not, brethren, (for 
I speak to them that know 
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the law,) how that the law hath 
dominion over a man as long as 
he liveth? 



be merits. As applied to sin, it means 
that death is what sin deserves ; that 
which will be its proper reward. Death 
is thus called the wages of sin, not be- 
cause it is an arbitrary, undeserved ap- 
pointment, but, (1.) Because it is its 
proper desert. Not a pain will be in- 
flicted on the sinner which be does not 
deserve. Not a sinner will die who 
ought not to die. Sinner$ even in heH 
will be treated jtut aa they deserve to 
be treated; and there is not to man a 
more fearful and terrible consideration 
than this. No man can conceive a 
more dreadful doom than for himself to 
be treated for ever just as he deserves 
to be. But, (2.) This is the wages of 
sin, because, like the pay of the soldier, 
it is just what was threatened. Ezek. 
xviii. 4, " Thejsoul that sinneth, it shall 
die." God will not inflict any thing 
more than was threatened, and there- 
fore it is just ^ /• death. This stands 
opposed here to eternal life, and proves 
that one is just as enduring as the 
other. 1 But the gifi of God, Not 
the wages of man; not that which is 
due to him; but the mere gift and 
mercy of God. The apostle is careful 
to distinguish, and to specify that this is 
not what man deserves, but that which 
is gratuitously conferred on him. Note, 
ver. 15. ^ Eternal life. The same 
words which in ver. 22 are rendered 
" everlasting life." The phrase is op- 
posed to death ; and proves incontesta- 
bly that that means eternal death. We 
may remark, therefore, (1.) That the 
one will be as long as the other. 
(2.) As there is no doubt about the 
duration of Ufst so there can be none 
about the duration of death. The one 
will be rich, blessed, everlasting ; the 
other sad, gloomy, lingering, awful, 
eternal. (3.) If Uie sinner is lost, he 
will deserve to die. He will have his 
reward. He will suffer only what shall 
be the just due of sin. He will not be 
a martyr in the cause of injured inno- 



cence. He will not have the compas' 
sion of the universe in his favour. He 
will have no one to take his part against 
God. He will suflfer just as much, and 
just as long, as he ou^ht to sufler. He 
will suffer as the culprit pines in the 
dungeon, or as the murderer dies on 
the gibbet, because this is the proper 
re-ward of sin. (4.) They who are 
saved will be raised to heaven, not be- 
cause they merit it, but by the rich and 
sovereign grace of OoA, All their sal- 
vation will be ascribed to him ; and 
they will celebrate his mercy and grace 
for ever. (5.) It becomes us, there- 
fore, to flee from the wrath to come. 
No man is so foolish and so wicked as 
he who is willing to reap the proper 
wages of sin. None so blessed as he 
who has part in the mercy of God, and 
who lays hold on eternal life. 
CHAPTER VII. 
Few chapters in the Bible have been 
the subject of more decidedly diiferent 
interpretations than this. And after all 
that has been written on it by the 
learned, it is still made a matter of dis- 
cussion, whether the apostle has refer- 
ence in the main scope of the chapter 
to his own experience before he became 
a Christian ; or to the conflicts in the 
mind of a man who is renewed. Which 
of these opinions is the correct one I 
shall endeavour to state in the Notes 
on the particular verses in the chapter. 
The main design of the chapter is not 
very difficult to understand. It is, evi- 
dently, to show the insufficiency of the 
law to produce peace of mind to a 
troubled sinner. In the previous cliep- 
ters he had shown that it was incapa- 
ble of producing justification, ch. i — 
iiL He had shown the way in which 
men were justified by faith, ch. iii. 21 
— Z\ \ iv. He had shown how that 
plan produced peace, and met the evils 
introduced by the fall of Adam. ch. v. 
He had showed that Christians wcry 
freed from the law as a matter of obii 
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Z For • the woman wliich hath 
dtn husband is bound by the law 
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gation, and yet that this Ireedom did 
not lead to a licentious life. ch. vi. 
And he now proceeds 9iill further to 
illustrate the tendency of the law on a 
man bulh in a state of nature and of 
grace ; to show that it» uniform effect 
in the present condition of man, whe- 
ther impenitent and under conviction, 
or in a state of grace under the gospel, 
so far from promoting peace, as the 
Jew maintained, was to excite the mind 
to conflict, and anxiety, and distress. 
Nearly all the peculiar opinions of the 
Jews the apostle had overthrown in the 
previous argument He here gives the 
finishing stroke, and shows that the 
tendency of the law, as a practical mat- 
ter, was every where the same. It was 
not in fact to produce peace, but agita- 
tion, conflict, distress. Yet this was 
not the fault of the /aw, which was in 
itself good, but of sin. ver. 7 — 24. I 
regard this chapter as not referring ex- 
clusively to Paul in a state of nature, 
or of grace. The discussion is con- 
ducted without particular reference to 
that point It is rather designed to 
group together the actions of a man's 
life, whether in a state of conviction for 
sin or in a state of grace, and to show 
that the effect of the law is every where 
substantially the same. It equally fails 
every -where in producing peace and 
tanctijication. The argument of the 
Jew respecting the efficacy of the law, 
and its sufficiency for the condition of 
man, is thus overthrown by a succession 
of proofs relating to justification, to par- 
don, to peace, to the evils of sin, and 
*o the agitated and conflicting moral 
elements in man's bosom. The effect 
is every where the same. The defi- 
ciency is apparent in regard to all the 
gre-at interests ot man. And having 
shown this, the apostle and the reader 
art) prepared for the language of tri- 
umph and gratitude^ that deliverance 
from all these evils is to be traced to 
Che gospel of Jesus Christ ti'e Lord, 
di. vit. 25 ; viii. I 
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to her husband, so long as he 

liveth; but if the husband be 

• 

1. ITiioro ye not. This is an appeal 
to their own observation respecting the 
relation Vetween husband and wiia. 
The illusiration (ver. 2, 3) is designed 
simply to show that as when a man 
dies, and the connexion between him 
and his wife is dissolved bis law^ ceases 
to be binding on her, so also a separa- 
tion has taken place between Christians 
and the law, in which they have be- 
come dead to it, and they are not now 
to attempt to draw their life and peace 
from it, but from that nev source with 
which they are connected by the gos- 
pel, ver. 4. ^ For I speah to them^ 
Sec, Probably the apostle refers here 
more particularly to the Jewish mem- 
bers of the Roman church, who were 
qualified particularly to understand the 
nature of the law, and to appreciate 
the argument That there were many 
Jews in the church at Rome has been 
shown (see Introduction) ; but the il- 
lustration has no exclusive reference to 
them. The law to which he appeals is 
sufficiently general to make the illus- 
tration intelligible to all men. ^ That 
the lav. The immediate reference hers 
is probably to the Mosaic law. But 
what is here affirmed is equally true 
of all laws. ^ ffath dominion. Greeks 
Rules; exercises lordship. The law is 
here personified, and represented as 
setting up a lordship over a man, and 
exacting obedience. ^ Over a fncm» 
Over the man who is under it ^ A» 
long as he liveth. The Greek here may 
mean either "as bb liveth," or "as it 
liveth," i. e. the law. But our transla- 
tion has evidently expressed the sense. 
The sense is, that death releases a man 
from the laws by which he was bound 
in life. It is a general principle, relate 
ing to the laws of the land, the law of 
a parent, the law of a contract, dec. 
This general principle the apostle pro- 
ceeds to apply in regard to the law of 
God. 

2 For the woman. This verse is • 
specie illustration of the general prin- 
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dead, she is loosed ftom the law 
of her hiKband. 

3* So then, if, while *ker hus- 
band liveth; she be married to 
another man, she shall be called 
an sidulteress-:, but if her hus-^ 
band be dead, she is free from 
. dfatuji 

dfle in ver. 1, that death cUfleolves 
those connexions and relations which 
make law binding in life. It is.a sim- 
ple illustration ; and if this baj been 
kept in mind, it would have saved much 
of the pei|>leuty Avhieh has been felt 
by many. commentators, and much of 
their vnld Tagaries in endeavouring (a 
show that ** men are Che wife, the law 
the former . husband, and Christ tiie 
newr one ;'' or that /* the old man is the 
wife, sinful desures the husband, ^siifs 
the children^" Beza, (See Stuart.) 
Such expofftions are sufficient to hum- 
ble us, «Qd to make us mourn over the 
puerile and . fanciful- interpretatidns 
which even wise and g;ood men often 
give to the Bible.^ ^ It bound by the 
Ui-w, &,c See the same sentiment in 
^ Cor. vii. 39. ^ To het: huaband. 
She is united- to him ; and is under his 
authority as the. head of the housekold. 
To hitn is parUcularly cpi^mitted the 
headship of the.familyj.and.the wife is 
subject to his law, in the Lord. Eph. 
r. 23. 33. ^ She 18 hosed, &c The hus- 
band has no more authority. The con^ 
nexion from which obligation resulted 
is dissolved. 

3. So then if, &^ Comp. Matt v. 
32. n She %haU be called. She will 
oe. -The word used here (j(j^ffteurio^) 
is often used to denote Jbeing called by 
an oracle, or by divine revelation. But 
it is here employed in the simple sense 
of being commonly- called, or of being 
so regarded. 

4. Wherefore* ' This verse cont^ns 
an application of the illustration -in tb6 
two. preceding The idea thejre is, that 
death dUaohtea a connexion frofn 
vhich obligation' remlted^ This u the 
single point of the illustration, and con- 
sequently there is no need of inquiring 

N 



that law; so that she is no adul- 
teress, though she be married to 
another man. 

4 Wherefore, ihy brethren, ye 
also are become dead to the law* 
by the body of Christ ; that j'e 
should be married to another* 
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whether by the wife the apostle meant 
to denote the old man, or the Christian^ 
dec. The meaning is, as death dis- 
solvea ^e connexion between a wife 
and her husband, and of course the 
obligatbn of the kw resulting ^om 
that Gonnexi(m, so , the death of the .. 
Christian to the law dissolves thai 
connexion,, sofiur as the scope of the 
argumeftt here is concerned, and pre» 
pares the way for another union, a 
union with Christ, from which si new 
and mpre efficient obligation results. 
The design is to show that the new 
conpexibn would accomplish mor^Jm- 
pOFtant efiects than the old* ^ Te aU* 
are become dead to the law. Notes, ch, 
vL 3, 4. 6. The connexion between us 
and Che law is dissolved, so iar as the 
scope of the apostle's argument is^oon- 
cerned. ..He does not say that> we |uw 
d^ad to it, or released from it as a nil0 
of duty, or as a 'matter. of obligation tP 
obey it; for there, neither is, nor can 
be, any such release, but we are dead 
to it as a way of justification and san«- 
tification. Iq the great matter of ac- 
ceptance with €rod,^we have peased to 
rely on the laW, having become dead 
to it, and having embraced another 
plan. 1 By the body (f Christ. That 
is, by h^ body crucified^ or in other 
woidfl, by his death. Comp. Eph. 
ii. 15, '* Having abolished in his Jletk 
the enmity ,'* dec L^e. by his death. 
Col. i. 22, « In the body of his flesh 
through death," &c. ii 14. 1 Pet iL 
24, " Who bare our .sins in his own 
body en the tree." The-sense is, there- 
fore, that by the death of Christ as an 
atoning sacrifice ; i)y lus dufiering foy 
us that which would be sufficient ifi^ 
meet the demands of the law ; by \^ 
talpnig our place, he has releas^ i^f 
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another, even to him who is raised 
from the dead, that we should 
bring forth fruit * unto God. 
6 For when we were in * the 
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fleshy the motions ^ of sins, 
which were by the law» did 
work in our members* to bring 
forth fruit ' unto death. 
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from the law as a way of justification ; 
freed us from its penaltf; and saved us 
from its curse. Thus released, we are 
at liber^ to be united to H^e law of 
him who has thus bought us with his 
• blood. 1 That ye BhouTd he married 
to another^ That you might be united 
to another, and come under his Taw. 
This is the completion of the illustra- 
tion in^ver. 2, 3. As the woman that is 
freed from me jaw of her husband by 
his death, when married again comes 
under the authority of another^ so we 
who are made free frdin the law and 
its curse by the dekth . of Christ, are 
brought under the new law of fidelity 
and obedience to him with whom we 
are thus united. The union of Christ 
and his people is not unfrdquently 
illustrated by the most tender of all, 
earthly connexions, that of a husband 
and wife, Eph. v. 23—30. Rev. xxi. 
9, **l will show thee the bride, the 
Lamb's wife.^* xix. 7. 1 Eroen to httn 
Toho is raisedf &c. See the force of 
this explained, ch. vi.'8. ^ That toe 
should brinff forth fruit unto God, 
That we should live a lioly life. This 
is the point and scope of alh this illus- 
tratiour The new connexion is such as 
will make us holy. It is also implied 
that the tendency of the law was only 
to bring forth fruit ubto death (yer. 5), 
and that the tendency of^ the^gospel is 
to make man holy and pure. Comp. 
Gal, V. 22, 23. . ' 

6. For yolten, &c. The illustration 
in this verse and the following is de^ 
signed to show more at length the effect 
of die law, whenever and wherever ap- 
plied ; whether in a state of nature or 
cjf graee. It was iLlways the same. It 
was the occasion of agitation and con- 
flict in a mail's oWn mind. Thiswas 
^rue when a sinner was under convici- 
|ionj an4 it was true when a man was 
f 0|]^ti|U7:. In all p^ewmstances where^ 



the law was applied to the corrupf 
mind of man, it produced this agitatioa 
and conflict Even in the Christian'i 
mind it produced this agitation (ver 
14 — 24), as it had done and would do 
in the mind of a sinner nnder convict 
tion-(ver. 7*-12), and consequently 
there was no hope of release~but in the 
delivering and sanciifyiri^ power of 
the gospel (ver. 26. ^ch. viii. 1 — 3). 
^ In the flesh* Unconverted ; . subject 
to the controlling passions and propen- 
sities of a corrupt nature. Comp. ch. 
viii. 8, 9. The <^onnexion shows that 
this must be th« meaning here) and the 
design of this illustration is to show 
the eflect of the law befdre a man is 
converted (ver.'5— rl2).' This is the 
obvious, meaning, and all the laws of 
interpretation, require us so to -under- 
stand it. 1 The motions of sins (ra 
^dcd^/xfiCTot). This translation is unhap- 
py. The expression ** motions of sins'* 
conveys ho idea. The original tneans 
simply the passions, the evil affec' 
tionSf the corrupt desires » ' Bee the 
margin. Tlie expression, />amon9 of 
sins, is a Hebraism meaning stnful pas- 
sions, and refers here to the corrupt 
propensities' and inclinations of the 
unrenewed heart. \ Which were by 
the lavf. Not that they were originated 
or create by the law ; for a law does 
not originate evil propensities, and a 
holy l^w 'would not cause sinful pas- 
sions ; but they were excited, called 
up,, inflamed by the law, which forbids 
their indulgence. ^ Did work in our 
members,^ In our "body \ that is, in us. 
Those sinful propensities made use of 
our members as instruments, to secure 
gratification. Note, ch. vi. 12, 13. 
Comp. ver. 23. ^ To bring' forth fruit 
unto death. To produce crime, agita- 
tion, conflict, distress, and to lead to 
death. We were Inrought under the 
dominion of death; and the conse 
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6 But now we are delivered 
from the law, ^ that beiiig. dead 
wherein we were held ; that we 
should, serve in newness of spi- 

^ot,b9tng4tadtoikai. 

- 

quence of the indulgence of ihom pas- 
aom would be &tal. Comp. Note, ch. 
vL 21. 

6. JBut now. Upder ' the gospeL 
This veree states the consequences of 
the gospel, in distinction from the 
effects of the law. The way in which 
this IS accomplished, the apostle iilu»> 
trates more at length in ch. ^ii. with 
which this veneris properly connected. 
The Temainder of ch. viL is occupied 
in illustrating Jthe statement, in ver. 5 
-of the efiects of the law; and jiiter 
having shown that its effects afwaga 
were to increase crime and distress, hie 
is prepared in ch. viij. to take up the 
proposition in this verse, and to show 
the superidrity of the gospel in ' pro- 
d' icing peace, t fVe are delivered. 
We who are Christians. Delivered 
from it as a means of justification, as a 
source of sanclHication, as a 'bondage 
to which we were subjected, and whidi 
tended to produce- pain and death. It 
dijes not mean that Chri»tians are freed 
fiom it as a rule of duty. ^ 7%at being 
dead. Margin, *' Being dead to that." 
There is a variatiotv here in the M88. 
Some read it, as in the text, as if the 
Una was dead ; others, as in the margin, 
as if we were dead.' The majority is in 
faTour of the rettding as in the margin ; 
and the connexion requires us to under- 
stand it in this sense. Bo the Syriac, 
the Arabic, the Vulgate, ^thiopic. 
The sentiment here, that we are dead 
to the law, is that which Is expressed 
in veiv4. ^ Witerein ve Tvew held, 
rhat is, as captives, or as slaves. We 
were held in hondage to it ven 1. 
^ That roe ahotddterve. That we may 
now serve or obey God, ^ In nevmeat 
ofapitit. In a new spirit; or in a new 
and spiritual niantaer. ' This is a form 
of expression ipiplying, (1.) That 
their service under the gospel wm to 
b» of a nevf kind, differing ftom that 



rit, and not in the oldness of 
the letter.' 

7 What shall we say then T 
h the law sin ? God forhid. 



undft the former dispensatioh. (2.) 
That it was to be of s apirituaX nature, 
ad distinguished from that practised by 
the Jews.^ Comp. 2 Cor. iii. 6. Note, 
I^th. ii. 28, 29. The worship required 
under the gOspelis uniformly described 
as that of the spirit and the heart, 
rather than that of form and ceremony. 
John iv. .23, **The true worshippers 
shall worship the Father in spirit and 
in truth."' Phil. iii. 3. ^ And hot in 
the oldneaa of the letter. Not ih the 
old letter, ft is im|)lied here in^ this, 
(1.) That the form of wolnhip here 
described pertained to an old dnpensa 
tion that had now passed away; and 
(2.^ That that was a worship that was 
in the letter. To understand this, it is 
necessary to remember that the law 
which prescribed the forms of worship 
among the Jews, was regarded by the 
apo^e as destitute of that efficacy and 
power ih renewing the 'heart which he' 
attributed to the gospel. It was a service 
consisting in external forme and cere- 
monies; in the offering of sacrifices 
«nd of incense, according to the literal 
requirement of the law rather thftn^the 
sincere offering of the heart 2 Cor. iii. 
6, « The lette^killeth ; the spirit giveth 
Ufe.** John vi. 63, Heb. x. 1—4; ix. 
9, 10. It is not to be denied that there 
were many hdly persons under the 
law, and .that there were many spiritual 
o^rings presented, but it is at the same 
time true that the great mass of the 
people rested in the mere form ; and 
that the service offered was the mere 
service of the letter, and not of the 
heart ' The main idea is, that the ser- 
vices under the gospel are purely and 
entirdy spiritual, the offering of the 
heart, and not the service rendered by 
external forms and rites. 

7. fVhat ahatl roe aay then ? The 
objection which is here urged is one 
that would very naturally rise, and 
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Nay, I had not * known sin, but 
by the law : for I had not known 
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which we may suppose would be urtfed 
with no slight indignation. The ^w 
would ask, * Are we then to suppose 
that the holy law ot' God is not only 
insufficient to sanctify us, but that it is 
the . mere occasion -of increased sin ? 
(s lis tendency to produce sinful pas- 
sions» and to ntake ipen worse than 
they were before V To this objectioQ 
the apostle replies witb great wisdom, 
by showing that the evil was not in the 
ha-jyy bat in man $ that thou^ these 
effects ofien followed, yet that the law 
itself was good abd purai. Xh the 
law sin ? Uii sinful 1 Is it evil ? For 
if,, as it is said in Ter. 5, the sinful 
passions were ** bj/ the law," it might 
naturally be asked whether the law 
it-jelfwas not an evil thing 1 4;^GoJ^ 
/or bid. Note, ch. iii/ 4^ ^ JSTat/r I 
had not knoivn sin* The word tnuls- 
lated natf ((!U\a) means more properly 
but s and this would have more correctly 
expressed the sense, *■ I d^ny tiiat the 
law is dii. My doctrijie does jiot lead 
to' that ; nor do I affirm that it is evil. 
I strongly repel . the charge ; bj7t, not- 
withstuiding this, I «ti}l maintain that 
it had an effect in exciting sins, yet so 
as that / perceived that the law itself 
was good.' ver. 8—12. At the same 
time, therefore, that the law must be 
admitted to be the occasion of exciting 
sinful feelings, by crossing the inclinai- 
tions of the mind, yet the fault was not 
to be traced to the ^aw. The apostle 
in these verses refers, doubtless, to 0ie 
state of ^is mind btfort he^, found that 
peace which the gospel furnishes hj 
the pardon of sin, 1 But by the lav, 
ch. iiL 20. By the lata here, the apos* 
tie has oY^dently in his eye every law 
of Ood, however made knowi^. . ]^ 
means to say &at the effect which he. 
describes attends o/Haw, and this efifect 
he illustrates by a i^ngl^ instance, 
drawQ from the tenth comknandment. 
When he says tl^at he should oot hav« 
known sin, he evidently means to 



lost, ^ except the law had said 
* Thou shalt not covet 
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afficm, that he liad not understood that 
pertain things were smtul unless they 
had been forbidden; and having stated 
this, ho proceeds to another thing, to 
show the ejfect of tb^ir being.thus for- 
bidden on his mind. HfB was not mere- 
ly acquainted abstractly with the na- 
tu^ and existence of sin, with what 
constituted crime because it was for- 
Indden, but he was conscious of a cer- 
tain efl&ct on Ilia mind resulting from 
this knowledge, and from the effect of 
strong, raging desires when thus re- 
strained., ver. 8, 9^ \ For I had not 
kno-wn luet, I riiould not have been 
acquainted with the nature of the. sin 
of covetoutneat. The desire might have 
existed,^ but bie would, not have luiown 
it to be sinful, and he would not have 
experienced that taging, impetuous, 
and uiigoverned propensity which he 
did when he found it to be forbidden. 
Man without law might have the strong 
feelings i>f desire. He migh^ covet that 
which others possessed. He might take 
property, or be disobedient to parents ; 
but he would not knoro it to be evil. The 
law fixes bounds to his 'desires, and 
teaches him whl&t is right and what is 
wrong. It teaches him where lawful 
indulgence ends, and where sin begins. 
The word '* liist'* here is not limited as 
It ]s> with ^us. It refers to aU covetous 
desires; to all wishes for that which is 
forbidden ua., ^ Except the law had 
Boid. In the tenth eommandm^t Ex. 
XX. 17. ^ Thou $hfiM not covet. This is 
the beginning, of the command, and all 
the rest is implied. The apostle knew- 
that ft would bo^ understood without 
repeating the whole. This particular 
commandment he selected because it 
was mor6 pertinent than the others to 
his purpose. The others referred par- 
ticularly to external actions. But his 
object was to show the ejfect of sin on 
the mind and conscience. Ho there- 
fore chose one that referred particu* 
larly to the desires of the heart 
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8 But sin, taking' occasion by 
the commandment, wrought in 

8. ^a sin. To illuslarate tha efect 
of the law .(HI the raind, the apoetle in. 
tbif verse depicts its influence in ex- 
citing 46 evil ddbires and purposes. 
Perhaps novrhefe has he evinced more 
eonsummate .knowledge of the human 
heart than here. He brings an illustra- 
tion that mig^ have escaped most per^ 
sonsi' but which goes directly to eik 
tablish his position that the law is 
insufficient to prmnotethe salxation o( 
man*' Sin here is pjBrsonified.. It means 
not a real ^ntiiy; not a phjsi^ sub-^ 
sistence; not somethhag independent 
of the imnd, having a separajte existence, 
and lodged in the soul, but it meane the 
corrupt |>assions, inclinations, and de- 
sires of the mind ittelf,- Thus we say 
that' lust burns,- and ambition rages, 
and envy cerrodes the mind, without 
meaning that lust,^ ambition, or enyy 
are any independent physical sQbeist- 
encee, but meaning- that the mind that 
itf ambitious, or enviouis, is thus ex- 
dted. \ Taking occadon. The Word 
oeeasion (d^/tMK) properly denotes 
any material, or preparation for accom- 
plishing any thing; then any opportu- 
nity, nccasibn, &c of doing it Here it 
means- that the law was the exciting 
cause of sin ; or was that which called 
the sinful principle of the hea^ into 
exercise. JBiut for this, the effect 
here described would not have existed. 
Thusvwe say that, a tempting object 
of desire presented is the e»uting caUse 
of covetousness. Thus an object of 
ambUion if the excitifig cause of the 
principle of ambition. . Thus the pre* 
wntatien of wealth, or of advantages 
possessed by others which we havjp not, 
may ex<ate covetousness, or envy. Thus 
the fruit presented to Eve waa the ex- 
citing (»use of sin ; the wedge of gold 
to Acht^n excited his covetousnc^ss. 
Had not these objects been, presented, 
the evil principles of the heart might 
have slumbered, and never have b^n 
called forth. And hence no men under- 
stand the fiill force of their nativ^ pro* 
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me all mamier. of cQiicupi^cence. 
For without thela.w,siQ2«;a4 dead. 
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pensitiss until some object is presented 
that calls them forth into\ decided 
action. . The occasion which tailed 
these forth in the mind ,of Paul was 
the law croMin^ his path, and. irritat- 
ing . and exciting the native strpng 
inclinations o( the mind* 1 Sy the 
commandment, By all law appoinled 
to . restrain ■ and control the mind. 
5 Wrought in me. Produced or work- 
ed in mci The word used here means 
often to operate in a powerful and effi- 
cacious manner. (Doddt^it^e.^ t *^^ 
manner of, Greek, " All d-psire." Every' 
species of unlawful d^re. It was not 
confined to one single desire, but ex- 
tended to every thing which the law 
decliured to be wrong.. 1 Concupis' 
cence. Unlawful or irregular desire. 
Inclination for unlawful enj(>yments. 
The word is the same which in ter. 7 
is rendered lust, !if it be asked In what 
way the law le4 to this, We may reply, 
that the main idea here is, that oppo- 
sition by law to the desires and pas- 
sions of wicked nien only tiffids- to in- 
flame and exasperate them. This is th^ 
case with' regard to sin in every form. 
An attempt to restrun it by fotdid ; to 
denounce it by laws and penalties;. to 
cross the path of wickedness; ^ only 
tends to irritate, and tp excite ^into 
living energy, that which otherwise 
would be dormant in the bosom. T^^is 
it does, because, (1.) It crosses the 
path of the sinner, and opposes .his in- 
tention, and the cuiment of his feelings 
and his life. (2.> Thci law acts the 
part of a deUctor^ and lays open to 
view that which ^^asmtiie bosom, but 
was concealed. (3.^ Such is the depth 
and obstinacy of sin in jnan> that the 
veiy atfetfipt to restrain often only serve 
to exai^perate, an4 to urge to greater 
deeds of wickedness. Restraint by law 
rouses the mad passions; urges to 
greater deeds of depravity ; makes the 
sinner stubborn, obstinate, and more 
desperate. The very attempt to set up 
authority over him tiirows him into a 
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9 For I was alive without the 
law once : but when the com- 

posture of resistance, and makes him a 
-party, and excites aU (he feelings of 
party rage. Any one may have wit- 
nessed this effect often on the mind of 
a widied and obstinate child. (4.) This 
is particnlarly tme in regard to a sin- 
ner. He' is calm often, and apparently 
tranquil. But let the law of God tie 
brought home to liis consdenoe, and 
he becomes maddened and enraged. 
He spurns its authority, yet hb cdn' 
science tells him it is right ; he attempts 
to throw it ofi) yet trembles at its pow- 
er; and to show his independence, or 
his purpose to sin, he plunges into 
iniquity, >and becomes a more dread- 
ful and obstinate sinner. It becomes 
a struggle for victory; and in the con- 
trovei^y with God he resolves not to be 
overcome. It accordingly happens that 
many a m^ is more profane, blasphe- 
mous, and desperate when under convic- 
tion for sin than at other times. In revi- 
vals of religion it often happens that men 
evince violence, and rage, and cursing, 
which they do not in a state of spirit- 
ual death in the church ; and it is often 
a very certain indication that a m^n is 
under conviction for sin when he be- 
comes particularly violent, and abusive, 
and outrageous in his Opposition to 
God. (St.) The effect here noticed by 
the apostle is one that has been observ- 
ed, at all tiifies, and by all classes of 
writers. Thus Oato says (Livy, xxxiv. 
4),, " Do not think, Romans, that it will 
be hereafter as it was before the law 
was enacted. It is , more safe that a 
bad man i^ould not be accused, than 
that he should be absolve ; and luxury 
not exdted would be more tolerable 
than it will be now^ by the very chains 
irritated and excited as a wild beast."' 
ThusSeneca says (de Clementia, i. 2d), 
" Parricides began with the law." Thus 
Horace (Odes, i. 3V " The human race, 
bold t(^ endure all things, rushes through 
forbidden ciime.^ Thus Ovid (Amor, 
iii. 4), *« We always endeavour to ob^ 
tain that Which is forbidden, and desire 
that which is denied." (These pas- 



mandment came, sin i^vived, 

and I died. 

I ■ ■ I I 

sages ve quoted from Tholuck.) See 
also^ Prov. ix. 17, "Stolen waters are 
sweet, and bread eaten in secret is plea- 
sant.'' If such be the effect'of the law, 
then the inference of the apostle is un- 
avoidable, that it is not adapted to sAva 
and sanctify man. ^ F^r •without the 
tdv» Before it was given; or where 
it was not applied to the mind. - ^ Sin 
vaa dead. It was inoperative, inac- 
tive, unexcited. This is evidently in a 
comps^ative sense. The connexion re- 
quires us to Understand it only so fisur 
as it wair excited hy the law. ^ Men's 
-passions would exist ; but without law 
they would not be known to l>e evil, 
and they would not ber excited into 
wild and tumultuous raging. . 

9. For /. There seems to be no 
doubt that the apostle here refers to his 
own past experience. Yet in thh -ho 
speaks the sentibaeut of all who are un- 
converted, and who are depending oh 
their dwn righteousness. ^ Wat aHte, 
This is opposed -to what he immedi- 
ately adds respecting anotfier state, in ■ 
which he was when he died. It must 
ipean, therefore, that he had a certain 
kind of peace ; he deemed himself se- 
cure ; he was free from the cohvictidns 
of conscience and the agitation^ of 
alarm. The state to which he r^ers 
here must be doubtless that to which 
he himself elsewhere alludes, when he 
deemed himself to be righteous, depend- 
ing on his own works, and esteeming 
himself to 'be blameless. Phil. iii. 4<— 6. 
Acts xxiiit 1 ; xxvi. 4, '5. It means 
that he was then free froln those agita- 
tions and alarms which he afterwards 
experienced wh^n he was brought under 
convicdon for sin. At that time, though 
he had the law, and was attempting to 
obey it, yet he was unacquainted with 
its spiritual and holy nature. He aiQi- 
ed at external conformity. Its claims 
on the heart were unfelt. This is the 
condition of every self^confideut sin- 
ner, and of cvisry one who is unawak- 
ened. \ Without the la-w, Not that 
Paul was ever really without the law. 
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10 A.nd the commandment, 

• Eiek.i0.11,kc. 

that is, without the law of Moses ; but 
he means before the law was applied to 
his heart in its spiritual meaning, and 
with power. ^ But when the com' 
mandment came. When it was ap- 
plied to the heart and consciehce.. This 
is the only intelligible sense of the ex- 
pression ; for it cannot refer to the time 
when the Jaw was given. When this 
was, the apostTe does not say. But the 
expression denotes wJienever it was so 
applied ; when it was urged with power 
ftnd efficacy on his conscience, to con- 
trol, restrain, and threaten himi it pro- 
luced this effect* We jure unacquaint- 
ed with the early operations of his 
mind, and with his struggles against 
conscience and duty. We know enough 
of him before conversion, however, to 
be assured that he was proud, impetu-^ 
ous, and 4]nwilling to be restrained. 
6ee Acts viii. ix. In the state of his 
self-confident righteousness and impe- 
tuosity of feeling, we may easily sup- 
pose that the holy law of God, which 
\b designed to restrain the passions, to 
humbly the heart, and to rebuke pride, 
would produce otily irritation, and im- 
patience of restraint, and revolt 1 Sin 
revived. Lived again. This means 
that it was before dormant (ver. 8), but 
was now quickened into new life. The 
word is usually applied to a. renewal of 
life (Rom. xiv. 19. Luke xv. 24. 32), 
but here it means substantially the same 
as the expression in ver. 8, *' Sin. . . . 
wrought in me all manner of concupis- 
cence.** The power of sin, which was 
before dormant, became quickened and 
active. ^ / died. That is, I was by 
it involved in additional guilt and mi- 
sery. It stands opposed to " I was 
alive,!' and must mean the opposite of 
that; and evidently denotes that the 
efifect pf the commandment was to bring 
bim undt'r what he calls death (comp. 
ch. V. 12. 14, 15) ; that is, sin reigned, 
■nd raged, and produced its withering 
and connemning effects ; it led to aggra- 
vated guilt and misery. The sense may 
If ihiiM oxprpKHed — thnt before, he Was 



which was ordained to life, • I 
found to be unto death. 

self-confident and secure, but that by 
the commandment he was strickeD 
down and humbled, his self-confidence 
was blasted, and hu hopes were pros- 
trated in the dust Perhaps no worda 
would better express the humble, sub- 
dued, melancholy, and helpless state of 
a converted sinner tlian the expressive 
phrase **I died.*'' The essential idea 
here is, that the law did not answer the 
purpose which the Jew would claim 
for it, to sancllfy the soul and to give 
comfori,.but that all its influence on 
the heart was to produce aggravated, 
unpardoned guilt and wo. 

10. And the commandment. The 
law to which he had referred before* 
1 Which w^ ordained to Ufe. Which 
was intended to produce life, or happi- 
ness. Life here stands opposed to 
death, and means felicity, peace, etei^ 
nal bliss. Note, John iii. 36. When 
the apostle says that it was ordaiiied to 
life, he probably has reference to the 
numerous passages in the Old Testa- 
ment which sp^ of the law in this 
manner. Lev. xviii. 6, ** Ye shall keep 
my statutes and my judgments ; which 
if a mail do, he shall live in them." 
Ezek. XX. U. 13.21 ; xviii. 9.21. The 
meaning of these passages, in connex- 
ion with this declaration of Paul, may 
be thus expressed: (1.) The law is 
good ; it has no evil, and is itself fitted 
to produce no evil. (2.) If man was 
pure, and it was obeyed perfectly, it 
would produce life and happiness only. 
On those who have obeyed it in hea- 
ven, '\ has produced only happmess. 
(3.) For this it was ordained; it is 
adapted to it ; and when perfectly obey- 
ed, it produces no other efifect. But, 
(4.) Man is a sinner; he has not 
obeyed it ; und in such a case the law 
threatens wo. It crosses the inclinatioii 
of man, and instead of producing peace 
and life, as it would on a being per- 
fectly holy, it produces only wo and 
crime. The law of a parent may be 
good, and may be appointed to pro- 
mote the happiness of his children : it 
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11 For sin, taking occasion 
by the commandment, deceived 
me, and by it slew me, 

12 Wherefore the law • is 
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may be admirably fitted to it if all were 
obedient ; yet in the &mily there may 
be one obstinate, oeif-willed, and stub- 
bom childj xeaolved to indulge his evil 
fMssions, and the results to him would 
be wo and desfmir. The command- 
ment, which was ordained for the good 
of the family, and which would be 
adapted to promote their welfare, h^ 
alone, of all the number, would find to 
be unto death. ^ I found. It was to 
me. It produced this effect ^ Unto 
deatfy Producing aggpravated guilt and 
condeiQnation. Ter. 9, 

.11. I'or tin. This verse is a repeti^ 
tion, with it little yariation, of the sen- 
timent in ver. 8. Y Deceived me. The 
word here qsed properly means to lead 
or seduce .fi^om the right way ; and 
than to deceive, solicit to sin, cause to 
vf fimm the w^y of virtue, Rom. zvi. 
18. 1 Cor. iii 18. a Cor. %i. 3, <«The 
aerpen/k beguiled lEhre through his sub- 
tUty." 2 These, il 3. The meaning 
h^re seems to be, that his corrupt and 
rebellious propensities, 'excited by the 
law, led bun astray ; caused him mose 
and more to sin ; prftptiwd a species of 
deceptipa on him by urging him on 
headlong, and without deliberation, into 
aggravated transgression. In this sense, 
all sinners are deceived. Their passions 
urge them on, deluding them, and lead- 
ing them farther and fiirther from hap- 
imiess, and involving them» before they 
are a^are, in crime and death. No 
being in the universe is more deluded 
tbiku a sinner in the indulgence of 
evil passions. The descripticm of 
Solomon in a particular case will apply 
loall Prov. viL 21— 83. 

** With much fair speech she Caused him 

to yield, / 
With the flattering of her lips she forced 

hido. 
He gOeth afier her straightway, 
^ 8 an 01 goeUi to the slaughter 
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holy; and the commandment 
holy, and just, and good. 

13 Was then that which i."* 
good made death unto me ? Goc 



Or as a fool to the correction of tb* 

stocks; 
Till a dart strike through his liver, 
As a Inrd hasteth to the snare." 

1 By it. ^y the law. ver. 8. ^ Slev 
me. Meaning the same as "I died." 
ver. 8. 

12. Wherefote. So that The con- 
clusion to which we come is, that the 
Itfw is not to be blamed, though these 
are its efiects under existing circum- 
stances. Th.e source of all this is not 
the law, but the corrupt nature of man^ 
The law is good ; and yet the position of 
the apostle is true, that it is not adi4>ted 
to purify the heart of fallen man. Itslen- 
dency is to excite increased guilt, con- 
flict, alarm, and despair. This verse 
contains an answer to the question iii 
ver. 7, "Is the law sinT" 1 la holy. 
Is not sin. Confp. ver. 7. It is pure in 
its nature. ^ And the confmandment. 
The word commandment is here syno- 
nymous with the law. It properly 
means that which is enjoined. \ Holy. 
Pure. , Y Just. Righteous in its claims 
and penalties. It is not unequal in its 
exactions. ^ Good. In itself good ; and 
in its own, nature tending to produce 
happiness. The sin and condenrnatioa 
of the gmlty is not the fauk of the 
law. If obeyed, it would produce hap- 
piness every where. See a most beauti- 
ful description of the law of jClod in Fs. 
xix. 7 — 11. 

13. Waa then that -which it good, 
dec. This is another objection, which 
the apostle proceeds to answer. The ob- 
jection is this, *Can it be possible that 
that which is admitted to be good and 
pure, should be changed into evil 1 Can 
that which tends to life, be made death 
to a man?' In answer to this, the apos- 
tle repeats that the (au)twas not in the 
/aw, but was in himself, and in his sinful 
propensities. ^ Made death, ver. 8. 10 
\ Godfothid. Note» ch. iii. 4^ '^ JBtti 
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forbid. But sin, tliat it might 
appear sin, working dedth in 
me by that which is ^ood j that 

9m. This is a peraonificatioa- of sin as 
io vier. 8. ^ That it might appear tin. 
That it might develope its trujB nar 
ture, jBuid no longed be dormant in the 
mind. Tho iaw of God !» often ap- 
plied to a man's conscience, that he 
may see how deep and desperate i« his 
depravity. No -man knows his own 
heart until the law thus crosses his path, 
and shows him what he is. ■ ^ £y the 
commandment. Note, ver. 8. ^ jUight 
become exceeding ein/ui. In the ori^- 
nal this is a very strong ezpressioR, 
and is orre of tho^ jised by Paul to 
express strong emphasis, or intensity 
(»^ um^Khv)* By^ hyperboles. In 
an excessive degree j to the utmost 
possible extent 1 Cor. xii. 31. 2 Cor. 
i. 8 1 iv. 7 ; xii. 7. Gal. L 13. Thepbr«» 
occurs iiK each of -these placet. The: 
sense here is, that by the giving of the 
command,- and its application to the 
mind, sin was completely developed; 
it was excited, inflamed, aggravated, 
and showed to be. exc^dvely malig- 
nant and .deadly. < It' was not a dort* 
mant, slumbering princi{d6; but it was 
awfully opposed to God and his law. 
Calvin has well expressed the sense: 
" It was proper that tbe^ enormity' of 
sin should be revealed by the.law ; be* 
cause unless sin should break forth by 
some dreadful fnd enormous excess 
(as they say), it would not be known to 
be sin. Thie excess exhi^ts itself the 
more violently, while it turns life into 
death." The sentiment of tiie whole 
is, thet tho tendency of the law is to 
excite the dormant sin of Uie bosom 
mto active existence, and to reveal its 
true nature. It is desirable that that 
should be done, and as that is all that 
the law acoompUshes, it is not adapted 
to sanctify the souU To show that 
this was the design o£ the apostle, it 
is de»rabl& that sin riiould be thus 
seen in its true nature, because, (1.) 
Man should be acquainted wiUi his 
ti«e-clftaracter. He sliould not deceive 



sin b3r the commandment might 
become exceeding sinful. 

14 For. we know that the law 

himself. (2;.)- Because it is one part 
of God's pbm to jdevelope the secret feet 
logs of ihe. heart, and to show to all 
creatunss what they are. (3.) Because 
only '< by knowing this, will the sinner 
be induced to .take a remedy, and strive 
to be saved. God often -thus «ti/«r« 
men to plunge into sia;-^ act out 
their nature, that they may see them- 
selves, and be elarmed at the cdnse^ 
quences of their^^own crimes. 

14. The remainder of this chapter 
has been the Subject of no small degree 
of controversy^. The question has been 
whether it describes the state of Paul 
before his conversion, or afterwards. It 
is .not the purpose, of these Notes to 
enter into controversy,, or into extended 
discussion. . But after all the attention 
'which I have heen able to give to this 
passage^ I regard it as. describing the 
state of a man- under the, gospel, as 
descriptive of the . operations of the 
mind ^of Paul subsequSnt to his con* 
version. . This interpretation ta adopted 
for the following reasona: (1.) Because 
it seems to me to be. the most obvious. 
It is -that which will sirike plain men 
as being the natural meaning ; men 
who have not a theory to support, and 
who understand language in it» usual 
sense. (2.). Because it agrees, with 
the. design of tbe apostle, which is to 
show that the law is not adi^ted to 
p^nce sanctifioation and peace. This 
he bad done in regard to a man before 
he was xonverted. If this relates to the 
same period, then it is a useless dis- 
cttssbn of a point already discussed 
If it relates to that period also, then 
there is a large field of action, including 
the whole period after a min's conver- 
sion to Christianity,, in which tbe ques 
tioD mie^tstyi be tmsettied, whether 
the law lAer6 might not be adapted to 
sanctify. The apostie therefore makes ^ 
thorough work with the aiigument, and 
shown that the joperation of the law is 
every whene the same. (3.) Because 
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the e^premmu which occur are such 
as cannot be uoderatood of an impeni- 
tent rinner. See Notea on ver. 1 5. 22. 
(4.) Because it accorda with parallel . 
expressions in regard to the state of 
the conflict in a Christian's mind. (5.) 
Becau^ there n a change made here 
from the past tense to the present In 
▼er. 7, Asc. he had used the past tense, 
evidently describing some former state. 
In ver. 14 there is a change to the pre- 
sent, a change inexplicable, except on 
the supposition that he meant to de- 
scribe some state difierent from that be- 
fore described. That could be no othfr 
than to carry has illustration forward in 
showing the inefficacy of the law on a 
man in his renewed state; or to show 
that such was the remaining depravity 
of the man, that it produced substan- 
tially the same eflfocta as in the former 
condition^ (6.) Because it accords with 
the experience of Christians, and not 
with sinners. It is just such language 
as plain Christians, who are acquainted 
with their own hearts, use to expresr 
their feelings. ~^ I admit that this, last 
consideration is not by itself conclusive ; 
but if the language did not accond with 
the experience of the Christian world, 
it would be a strong circumstance 
againwt any proposed interpretation. 
The view which is here expressed of 
nis chapter, as supposing that the pre* 
vioua part (vec 7-^13) refers to a man 
tn his unregenerate state, and that the 
remainder describes the efiect of the 
law on the miod of a renewed man^ 
was adopted by studying the chapter 
itself, without aid from any writer. I am 
happy, however, to &id that the views 
thus expressed are in liccO|dance with 
those of the late Rot. Dr. J. P. Wilson, 
than whom, perhaps, no. man was ever 
better qualifiiMf to interpret the Scrip- 
tures. He says, " In the fourth verse^ 
he (Paul) changes to the first person 
plural, because Iw intended to spieak of 
the former experience of Christiana, 
who had been Jews. In the sewnth' 
verse, he uses the first person nngular» 
but speaks in the past tense, broause 
he describes his own experience when 
he was an unconverted Pharisee. In 



the fourteenth Terae, and unto the ead 
of the chapter, he U8*<s the first peraoa 
singular, and the pre-ent tense, because 
he exhibits his owi. experience since 
be became a Christian and an apostle.** 
1 We know, Weadnut It is a. con- 
ceded, well understood point 1 That 
the lav i> tpiritual. This does not 
mean that the law is designed to con* 
trol the spirit, in contradistinction from 
the body, but it is a declaration show- 
ing that the evila of which he was 
apeaking were no^ the fault of the law. 
That was not, in' its nature, sensual, 
corrupt, earthly, carnal ; but was pure 
and ^spiritual. The effect described 
was not the fault of the law, but of the 
man, who was sold under sin. The 
word spiritual is often thus used to de- 
note that which is pure and holy, in 
opposition to that which is fleshly or 
carnal, ch. viii. 5, 6. Gal. v. 1 6 — 23. 
The^eah is described as the source of. 
evil passions and desires: th^ apirit as 
the source of purity ; or as that which 
is agreeable to th6 proper influences of 
the Holy Spirit 1 But J am. The 
present tense shows that he ia describing 
himaelf aa he was ut the time of writ- 
ing. This is the natural and obvious 
oonatruction, and If this be not the 
meaning, it is impossible to account for 
his having changed the past tense 
(ver. 7) to the present \ CamaL 
Fleshly ; sensual; opposed to spiritual. 
This word is used becsuise in thd Scrip- 
tures the Jleah is spoken of as the 
source of sensual passions and pro- 
pensities. Gal. V. Id — 2U The sense 
is, that these corrupt passions still re- 
tained a strong and withering and dia- 
tressing influence oTer the mind. The 
renewed' man is exposed to tempta- 
tions from his strong native a{^tites ; 
and the power of these passions^ 
strengthened by long habit before be 
was converted, has travelled over into 
religion, and they continue still to in- 
fluence and distress him. It does not 
mean that he is •mhoUy under their in- 
fluence ; but that the tendency of his 
natural inclinations is to indulgence. 
1 Sold under win, Tl^is expreaaion ia 
often adduced to ahow that it eaanol 
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is spiritual but I am carnal » 
sold * under sin. 

15 For that which I do, I 
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be of a renewed man that the apostle k 
speakitig. The argument is, that it can- 
not he siffinned of a Christian that he is 
sold ander sin. A sufficient answer to 
this might be, that, iir fict, this is the 
very language which Christians often 
now adopt to express the strength of that 
native depravity against which they 
struggle, and that no languagiB would 
better express it It does not mean 
that they choose or prefer sins. It 
strongly implies that the prevailing' 
bent of their mind is against it, but 
that such is its strength that it brings 
them into slavery to it. The expres- 
sion here used, ** sold Muder sin,'* is 
' borfbWed from the practice of selling 
captives taken in war, as slaves." 
(Stuart,) It hence means to deliver in- 
to the power of any one, so that he shall 
be dependent on his will and control. 
(SchleuanerJ) The emphasis is not on 
Uie word told, as if any act of selling 
hflid taken place, but the ejfget was as 
if he had been sold ; i; e. he was sub- 
ject to it, and under" its control,. and it 
means that, sin, contrary to the prevail- 
ing inclination of his mind (yer. 16 — 
17), had such an irifluence over him 
as to lead him to commit- it, and thus 
to produce a state of conflict and grie£ 
Ver. 19—24^ The veraes which follow 
this are an explanation of the sense, 
and of the manner in which he was 
** sold under sin." 

15. Forihat -whieH I do. That is, 
the evil which I do, the sin of which 
I am ooxisdoni, and which troubles 
me. Y IaU6i9 not, I do not approve ; 
I do not wish it ; the prevailing bent 
of my indinations and purposes is 
against it Greek, ** I know not" See 
the margin. The word know, however, 
is sometimes used in the sense of ap- 
pioving. Prov. ii. 24, "Which have 
not knovm [approved] the depths of 
Satan." Comp. Ps. ci. 4, « I will not 
frnoto a wicked person " Jer.. i. 5. 



allow * not : for what I would, 
that do I npt ; but what I hate, 
that do I. 
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% For what I would. .That which I 
approve ; and which is my prevailing 
and established desire: What I would 
wish always to do. ^ 3nt what I 
hate. What I disapprove of: what is 
contrary to my judgment ; my prevail- 
ing inclination ; my estabUslMd princi* 
pies of conduct ^ That do L Under 
the influence-of sinful propensities^ and 
carnal inclinations anddesiies. This 
represents the strong native propensity 
to sin ; ai|d even the power of cor- 
rupt propensity under the restraining 
influence of the gospel. On this re- 
markable and important passage .we 
may observe,, (!») That the prevailing 
propensity ; the habitual hxed inclina- 
tion of the mind of the Christian, is to 
do right The evil course is hated ; the 
right course is loved. Thia is the cha- 
racteristic of a pious mind. It distin- 
guishes a holy man from a sinner. (2.) 
The evil which is dojie is disapproved ; 
is a source of grief; and the habitual 
desire of the mind is to avoi() it, and 
be pure. This also distinguishes the 
Christian from the sinner. (3.) There 
is no need of being embarrassed here 
with any metaphysical difficulties or 
inquiries how this can be ; for (a) it is 
in fact the experience of all Christians. 
The habitual) fixed inclination and de- 
sire of their minds is to serve God. 
They have a fixed abhorrence of sin ; 
and yet they are conscious of imper- 
fection, and airor, and sin, that is the 
source of uneasiness and trouble. The 
strength of natural passion may in an 
unguarded moment overcome them. 
Thb power of long habits df previous 
thoughts may annoy them. A man 
who was an infidel before his conver- 
sion, and whose mind vras filled with 
skepticisra, and cavils, and blasphemv* 
will find the effect of lus former habits 
of thmking lingering in his mind, and 
annoying his peace for years. These 
thouglits will start up with the rapidity 
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16 If then I do thai which I 
would uot, I consent unto the 
law, that it is good. 

oftiieltghtniiig. Tktu itis witiiefwry 



theeflectiof^M^ « The Tery jwinge 
of an impore thought throagh the 
mind leaves poUotion belund it," and 
where tin has been long indulged, it 
leaves its withering, desolating effect 
on the soul long alier convenioa, and 
produces that state of conflict with 
which every Christian is famiUar. (>6) 
An effixst tomewhai similar is felt by 
all men. All are oonscioos of doing 
that, under the excitement of passion 
and pre|udioe, which their conscience 
and better j«idgment disapprove. A 
conflict thus exists, which is attended 
with as much metaphysical difikulty 
as the Btmggle in the Christian's mind 
referred to here, (c) Th.6 same thin^ 
was observed and described in the writ^ 
ings of the heathen. Thud Xenophon 
((^rop. vL 1), Araspes, the Persian, 
says in order to excuse his treasonable 
designs, ^Certahily I must have two 
souls; for plainly it is not one and the 
same which is both evil and good; and 
at the same time wishes to do a thing 
and not to do it Plainly then, there are 
two souls ; and when tiie good one pie^ 
vails,, then it does good ; and when the 
evil one predominates, then it does evil." 
So also Epictetus (Enchixid. ii. 26) 
says, 'He that sins does not do what 
he would, bat what he would not, that 
he does.'' With this passage it would 
almost seem that Paul was fiuniliar, 
and had his eye on it when lie wrote. 
So also the well-knowh passage from 
Ovid, Meta. vii. 0. 

Aliudque Cupido, 
Mens ahud soadet Video mdiofa, piOf 

, boque, 
Deteriora sequer. 

* Desire prompts to one thing, but the 
mind penuades to anotfier. I see the 
good, and approve it, and yet punue 
the wiong.'~43ee other passage of si- 
milar import quoted in Grotius and 
Tholuck. 
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17 Now then it U no more I 
that do it, but sin that dwellaiD 
in me. 

16. / content unto the law. The 



vice and every opinion. It is one of very struggle with -evil shows that it 



is not loved, or approved, but that the 
law which oondenms. it is really loved. 
Christians may here find a t^ of then 
<pietj. l*he &ct of struggling against 
evil, — ^the' desire to be free from it, and 
to overcome it, the anxiety, and grief . 
which it causes, — ^is an evidence that w< 
do not love it, and that therefore wt 
are the friends ofXSpd. Perhaps nothing 
can be a more decisive tes^ of piety 
than a long-continued and painfiii 
struggle against evil .passions and de- 
sires in every fonp, and.a panting of 
the soul to b« delivered from the powa». 
and dominion of sin. 

17. It to no more I that do U. This 
is evidently figurative language, for it 
is really the man that sins wh^n evil 
is committed. But the apostle makes 
a distinction between ' oin and ' that 
which he intends by the pronoun 7. 
By the former he evidently ibeans his 
corrupt nature. By the latter he refers • 
to his renewed nature, his Christian 
principles. He means to say that he 
does not apprave or love it iu his pre* 
sent state, but that it is the result of his 
native propensities and passions. In 
his heart, and comMHenoe, and habitual 
feeling, he did- not choose to coounit. 
sin, biit ablu>Qed it. Thqp eveiy Chrifr< 
tian can say that he doea not choose to 
do evil, but wottl4 vvis^ to be perfi^ct; 
that he hates sin, and yet that big cor- 
rupt pasaiouf lead, him a^ny. 1 But 
oin. My corrupt- passtons apid nativo 
propensities* % ,That dmelleth in me. 
Dwelling in me as its home. This is a 
strong expression, denotiiig that sin 
had taken up its habitation in the 
ihind, and abode there. . It had not been 
yet wholly dislodged. This expression 
stands in contrast with another that 
occurs, where it is said that « the Spirit 
of Ood dwells" in the Christian. Rom 
viiL 9. I Cor. U^. 16. The sense iS; 
that he is strongly inHuenced by sic 
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18 For. I know that in me 
(that isy in my. flesh) dwelleth 
no * good thing : for tp will is 
present with, me; hut how to 
perform diat which, vk good I 
find not, 

19 For*&egood4bat!I^WiOuld» 

on t|ie one band« 9nd by the Sp^it on. 
the other. Froqi this ej^pression has 
arisen the phrase so common among 
Christians, iu'drwelUng tin, 

18. For Jr know,. This is designed 
as an iUustratiot) of what he hacl just 
said, that sin dwelt in him. ^ That 
M, in myft€»h, lo my unrenewed na- 
ture ; in my propensities and inclina- 
tions before conyejrsion* Does not this 
qualifying expression show that in. this 
discussio.n |ie was speaking of himself 
as a renewed man ? Hence he is care- 
ful to imply that there was. at that time 
in him something that was light <a 
acceptable with God, but that that did 
not pertain to him by nature. 5 Dwell- 
eth. His soul W49 wholly occupied by 
that which was evil. It had taken en^ 
tire possession. \ JV*» g'ood thing. 
There could not be possibly a stronger 
ejTpression of belief of the doctrine of 
total depravity. It is FaulV own re- 
presentation of |mDsel£ It proves that 
his heart was wholly evil. And if this 
was true of him, it is true of all others. 
It is. a good way to examine ourselv^, 
to inquire whether we have such a 
view of bur own naidve character as to 
say that we know that, in our. ^esh 
there dweUeth no good, thing. The 
sense here is, that, so &r as ^p. ^sb^ 
was concerned, th^t is*, in regard to his 
natural inclinations, and defioM, Uiere. 
was nothing good.; all was .eviL This 
was true in, his entire oonduct bejEpm 
conversion, where the desires. oC the 
flesh reigned and rioted without con- 
trot; and it w«s true after conveniojou 
so &r as the natural iQcliiaatiomi and 
propensities of the flesh w^re concern; 
ed. All those operations in every state 
were evil, and not the less evil because 
they are experienced under, the light 

O 



1 do not : hut tfa6 e^ which I 
would nQt» that I do. 

20 Now if 1 do thai I would 
not, it is no more Ithat do it, 
but sin thai' dwelleth in me. 

2^1 I find then a. law, thatt 
when* I: would do good, «vil i^ 



ai^d. amidst the influences of th^ gos- 
pel. Y> To ToilU To purpose or intend 
to do good. Y /• preoent vnth me* 1. 
can do that. It 19 possibl*; it is in my 
power. The expression may also imply 
that it was near to him (srat^amkfttti), 
that, is, it was constantly. hefi>re> him; 
it was now his habitual inclination and 
purpose of mind. It i9 the uniform, 
regular, habitud purpose of the Chris- 
tian's mind to do right. 5 ■^'** h^w. 
The sense would have been better re-, 
tained here if the translators had, not. 
introduced the word hov, Xhe difficulty 
was Hot in the mode of performing it, 
but to do the thing itse^ 1 / find- 
not. I do liot find it in my power ; or I 
find strong, constant obstacles, so that 
I fidl of doiQg it . The obstacles are not 
natural, but such sm arise from long in- 
dulgence in sin ; the strong native pro- 
pensity to evil. 

19. For the good, dec. This is sub- 
stantially a repetition of what is said, in 
vex.. 15. The repetition shows how full 
the miud of the apostle was of the sub- 
ject; and how much. incUned he was 
to dwell upon it, and to place it in 
every vajri^y of form* It is not uncom- 
mon for Paul thus to express his in- 
tense interest ia a subject, by placing 
it in a great variety of aspects, even 
at the hi^axd of much rqietition. 

30. J^ow if I do, dec. Thii verse is 
aW a, repetitio9 of what was «aid in 
ver. 1$» 17, 

2i, Ifind then a la-w^ There is 
a. law .whose operation I experience 
whenever I attempt to do good. There 
have. been, various opinions about the 
meaning of the word law in this place. 
It is evident that is used here in a sense 
somewhat unusual. But it retains the 
notion ^hich commoply attaches to it 
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present « with mc. 
22 For I delight * in the law 
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of that which binda, or controU, And 
though thia to which he referi diffen 
from a lavf inasmuch as it is not imposed 
by a superior, which is the usual i<fea of 
a law, yet it has so far the wnse of law 
that it binds, oonlrols, influences, or is 
diat to which he was subject. There 
can he no doubt that he refers here to 
his carnal and corrupt nature ; to the 
evil propensities and dispositions which 
were leading him astray. His represent- 
ing this as a law is in accordance with 
all that he says of it, that it is aervi' 
tude, that he is in bondage to it, and 
that it impedes his efforts to be holy 
and pure. The meaning is ttiis, * I And 
a habit, a propensity, ah influence of 
corrupt ^pessions and desires, which, 
when I would do right, impedes my 
pogress, and preTents my accomplish- 
ing what I would.' Comp.' Gal. v. 17. 
Every Christian iff as mudi acquainted 
with this as was the apostle' Paul. 
1 Do good. Bo right Be perfect* 
i EviL Some corrupt desire, or im- 
proper feeling, or evil propensity. ^ Ta 
reaefU vnth me. Is near ; is at hand, 
starts up unbidden, and undesired. 
It is in the path, and never leaves us, 
but is always ready id impede our 
going,' and to turn us from our good 
designs. Comp. Pa. btv. 3, ** Iniquities 
prevail tigairuA. meJ^ The sense is, that 
to do evil is agreeable to our strong 
natural inclinations and passions. 

92. For I delight.' The word used 
here (ZuM&f^/uou^, occurs nowhere else 
in the New Testament It proper^ 
means to rejoice with any one ; and ex- 
pfesses not only approbation of the 
understanding, as the expression, ''I 
eonaent unto the law," in ver. 16, but 
iBore than that it denotes sensible plea- 
sure in the heart It indicates not only 
intellectual assent, hut emotinn, an 
emotion of pleasure in the contempla- 
tion of the Xam^ And this shovni that 
the apostle is not speaking of an unre- 
newed man. Of such a man it might 
be said that his conscience approved 



of God after the inward ' man. 
1^ But I see another law in * 

•ICor.4.18. IFstS^ dle.6.ia,» 

the law ; that his understanding was 
convinced that the law was good ; but 
never yet did it occur that an impeni- 
tent, sinner found emo^ons of pleasure 
in the contemplation of the pure and 
spiritual law of Grod. If this expression 
can be applied to an unrenewed man, . 
there Is,^ perhaps, not a single mark of 
a pious mind which may not with * 
equal propriety be so applied. It b the 
natural, obvious, and usua) mode of 
denoting the feelings of piety, an assent 
to the divine law followed with emo- 
tions of sensible delight in the contem- 
plation. Comp. Ps. cxix. 97, *< O how 
love I thy law ; it is my meditation all 
the day,'^ Ps. 1 2, «<But his delight is 
in Ae law of the Lord." Ps. xix. 7 — 
11. Job xxUi. 12. 5 Jn the lav of 
God, The word Zaw here is used in a 
large sense to denote all the communi- 
cations which God had made to control 
man. The sense is, that the apostle 
was pleased with the whole. One mark 
of genuine piety is to be pleased with, 
the whole of the divine requirements. 

1 Afiet the inward man, (n respect to 
the mward man. The expression " the 
inward man" is used sometimes to de- 
note the rational part of man as op- 
posed to the sensual ; sometimes the 
mind as opposed to the body (comp. 

2 Cor. iv. 16. 1 Pet iii. 4). It is 
thus used by the Greek classic writers. 
Here it is used evidently in opposition 
to a carnal and corrupt nature ; to the 
evil passions and desires of the soul in 
an unrenewed staite ; to what is called 
elsewhere ** the old man which is cor- 
rupt according to the deceitful lusts." 
Eph. iv. 22. The "mward man" is 
elsewhere called "the nevf man"~(Eph. 
ty. 24) ; and demotes not the niere intel- 
lect, or conscience, but is a personifica- 
tion of the principles of action by which 
a Christian is governed ; the new na- 
ture ; the holy disposition ; the inclina* 
tion of the heart tiiat is renewed. 

23. But laee another lato, Notie, 
ver. 21. 1 /n mv member a, Tn my 
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my members, warring against 
tlie law of my mind, and bring- 
ing me into captivity • to the 
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body ; in my ilesh ; in my connpt and 
sinful propensities. No^, ch. ti. \^* 
Comp. 1 Cor. vi. 15. Col. iii. 5. The 
body is composed of many members.; 
and as the flesh is Tega|ded as the 
source' of sin (ver. 18), the law of sin 
is said to be in the members, L e. in 
the body itself. ^ Warring agairut. 
Fighting against; or resisting. ^ The 
law of my ndnd. This stands oppoEied 
to the prevailing inclinations of a cor- 
rupt nature. It means the same as was 
expressed by the phrase '* the inward 
man," and denotes the desires and' pur- 
poses of a renewed heart. ^1 And 
bringing me into captivity. Making 
me a prisoner, or a captiye. This is 
the completion of the figure respeeting 
the warfare. Jk captive taken in war 
was at the disposal of the victor. - So 
the apostle represents himself as en- 
gaged in a. warfare ; and as being over- 
come, and made an -unwilling captive 
to the evM inclinations of the heart 
The expression is lEftrpng ; and denoies 
strong corrupt propensities. But though 
strong, it is believed it is language 
which all sincere Christians can adopt 
of themselves, a»- expressive of that 
painful and often disiutrous conflict, 
in thdr bosoms when they eontend 
against'the native propensities of .their 
hearts. ^ , 

24-. O-wreteked mah that I am! 
The feeling implied by this lailientatiou 
is the result of this painful conflict ; and 
this frequent subjection to sinful jpiro- 
pensities. The effect of this conflict is, 
(I.) To produce pain and distress. It 
is often an aigoniung struggle between 
good and evil ; a struggle which annoys 
the peace, tcad renders life wretch- 
ed. (2. ) It tends t& produce humility. 
It is humbling to man to be thus under 
the influence o( evil passions. It is de- 
grading to his nature^; a stain on his 
glory ; and it tends to ^ring him into 
the dust, ^at he is- under the control 
of^Hch propensities, and so often gtvei 



law of sin which ia in my mem- 
beri. ' 
^4 0* wretched man th^t I 

b Fi.88 J,IO; T7.S-S. 

indulgence to them. In such circum- 
stances, the mind is overwhelmed witli 
wretchedness, and instinctively sighf 
for relief. Can the law aid 1 Can man 
4dd ! Can any native strength of con- 
science or of reason aid 1 ' In vain all 
diese are tried, and the Chiptstian t^en 
calmly and thankfully acquiesces in 
the consolations of the apostle, that aid 
caik be obtained only through Jesus 
Christ i Who ahaU deliver me. Who 
shall rescue me; Uie condition of a 
mind in deep distress, 'and conscious 
of its own weakness, and looking for 
aid. \ The body of this death. Marg. 
Thi» body of death. The word body 
here is probably ulsed as equivalent to 
^esh, denoting the corrupt and evil 
propensities of the soul. Note, vet. 18. 
It is thus used to denote the law of sin 
in the members, tur being that with 
which the apostle was struggling, and 
from which he desired to be delivered^i 
The expression ** body of this death" is 
a Hebraism, denoting a body deadly in 
its tendency ; and the whole expression 
may mean the corrtkpt principles of 
man; the caiiial, eyil affections that 
lead to death or to condemnation. The 
ekpression is one of vast strength, and 
strongly . characteristic of the apostle 
Paul. It indicates, (I.) That it was 
near him, attending him, and was dis- 
tressing in its nature. (2.) An earnest 
wish to, be delivered. from it. Some 
have supposed that he refers to a cus^ 
ton^ practised by aqdent tyrants, of 
Unding a dead body to a captive as a 
punishment, and compelling him to 
drag the cumbersome and offensive 
burden with him wherever he went I 
do not see any evidence that the apos- 
tle had this in view. But such a fact 
may be used as a striking and perhaps 
not improper illustration of the mean- 
ing of the apostle here. No strength 
of words could express deeper feeling ; ' 
npne more feelingly ii^dicate the ne 
ceisity of the grace of God to accom 
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am. I who riiall dsiiwr me from. 

* the body of this death ? * 

25« I ^'tfaank God, through Je- 
sus Christ our Lordv So then, 
with the mind I myself serve the 

1 or, thit toriy ^daatk, « HuSSA. MGar.lk«k 

plish that te which the unaidBdhmxuui 
powers are iucompetent. 

25. I thank Go(L That ia^ I thank 
God for efiectii^ a deliveraace ta which 
I am myse^' incompetent. There it^a 
way of rescue, and I trace it altogether 
to hia mercy in the Lord. Jesmr Christ. 
What conscience could not do, what 
the law could not do, what unaided 
human strength could not do^ has been 
accomplished by the plan of the gospef ; 
and complete deliverance can be ex** 
pected there, and there alone. This is 
the point to which all his reasoning 
had tended ; and having thus; shoTfrn 
that the law was insufBcient to eiSect 
this deliverance, he is now prepared to 
utter the language of Chriitian .thaii^r 
fulness that it can be effected by the 
gospel. The superiority of the gospel 
to the law ini overcoming all the evils 
under which man labours, is thus tri- 
umphantly established. Comp. 1 Qor. 
XV. 57. 1 So theru As the. result of 
the whole inquiry we have come- to 
this conclusion. Y FFith the mihd. 
With the understanding, the con- 
science, the purposes, or intentions of 
the soul. This is a characteristic of 
the renewed nature* Of no impenitent 
sinner could it be ever affirmed that 
with his mind he served the law of 
God.^ \ I myself. It is still the. same 
person, though acting in Ihif^jqpptarently 
contradictory manner*. ^ Serve the 
law of God* I)o honour to it as a. just, 
and holy law (ver. 12. 16), and am in- 
clined to obey it. ver. 2£.24«. , \Bul 
vfith the JleaA, The corrupt, ppopen- 
rities and lusts, ver. 18. 1 The law 
of sin. That is, in tl^e members. The 
flesh throughout, in all jts native pro- 
pensities and passions, leads to. sin ; ' it 
has no tendency to holiness; and its 
corruptions, can be overeome only J>y 
the grace of God* We have- thus, 



hrar of God, but with the flesh 
the law of sin* 

CHAPTER VHI. 
nnHERE f>, therefore, now 
. no * condemnation to them 

. ■^ ■ ■ ' 1 ' . ■ ■ ' . ' ■ ■ 

(1.) A view i»r the sad and painfiil 
eoi^ict between sin and God. They 
are- opposed in all things. (2.) We see 
the caging, withering eflect of sin on 
the souJL. In all circitmstanoes it tends 
to death ^d wo. (3.) We see Ihe 
feebleness' of the law and of conscience 
to overconae this. The tendency of. 
both is to produce conflict and wb 
And, (4.) We see- that the gospel only 
can- overcome sin. To ns it diould be< 
a subject qf ever-inoreasing thanyul- 
ne^ that what eould not be- accom* 
plished by the law, can be thus effected ^ 
by. the gospel; and that God has de- 
vised a plan that thua effects complete - 
deliverance, and which gives to the 
captive in an an everlasting triiimph. 
, . CHAPTER VOL 

Tiu«^ chapter is one of the most in- 
teresting and precious portions of the 
sacred Seripturea. Some parts of it 
are attended with great difficulties ; but 
its main scope and design is apparent . 
to alL It is a continuation of tiie sub- 
ject discussed in the previous- chapter, 
and is intended vUiainly to show that 
the gwipel coijild etfect whfit the law 
^aa inoapabie of doing. , In that chap- 
ter the aposde had shown that the Uw 
wf|s incapable of producing sanetifica- 
tion.or peace of mind. ^ He had tivced 
its influence, on th» mi»d in different 
conditions,. end ^own that cquaUy be- 
fore regeneration' and afterwards, it vfrae 
incapable of -produii^ing peace and holi- 
ness* Such was jnan^.such were his 
propensitiesKtbat the. application of law 
only tended, t^ escitOr to irritate, to pro- 
duce conflict. The! oonscienoe, indeed, 
testified to^ the. law that it was good ; 
but still it had stiQwm. that it was not 
adapted to produce holiness of heart 
and peace, but agitation, conflict, and 
a state of excited sin. In opposition to 
tins, he (HPOceeda to show in this chap- 
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which are in Chnst Jems^ who 

ter the power of Uie gospel to pradaee 
that which the law coqU not In doing 
this, he illustrates the subject by seve- 
ral considerations. (1.) The gospel 
does what the law could not do in giv- 
ing life, and delivering from condem- 
nation, ver. 1 — 13. (2.) It produces 
a spirit of adopHont and all the ble8»- 
ings which result from the filial confi- 
dence with which we can address God 
as our Father, in oppoisition to the. law 
which produced only terror and alarm, 
^er. 14-— 17. (3.) It sustains the soul 
amidst its captivity to sin, and its trials, 
with the hope of a future deliverance-^ 
a complete and final redemption of the 
body from all the evils of this life. ver. 
18 — 25. (4.) It furnishes the aid^of 
the Holy Spirit to sustain us in our 
trials 'and infirmities, ver. 26, 27. (5.) 
It gives the asstlrance that all thmgs 
shall work together for good, since all 
thiogs are connected with the purpose 
of God, and aH that can occur to a 
Christian comes in as a part of iheplan 
of him who has resolved to save him. 
yer. 28 — 30. (6.) It ministers conso- 
lation from the fact that every thing 
that can afiect the happiness of man is 
on the tide of the Christian, and will 
co-operate in his favour; as, e. g.. (a) 
God, in giving his Son, and ih justify- 
ing the believer, ver. 3 1--^33. (b) Christ, 
in dying, and rising, -and interceding^ 
for Christians, ver. 34. (c) The love 
of a Christian to the Savtour is in itself 
so strong that nothing can separate him 
firom it ver. 35—39. By all these con- 
siderations the superiority of th^ gospel 
to the law ii^ shown, and assurance is 
given to the believer of his final salva- 
tion. By this interesting' and concki- 
nve tnun of TRasming, the apostle is 
prepared for the triumphant language 
of exultation with which be closes this 
most precious portion of the word of 
God. 

1. There is, therefore^ nov* This 
is connected with the closing verses of 
cb« vii The apostle had there shown 

o2 



walk * not after the Aesht hut 
ai^r the Spirit. 

■■■ - ' ■ > ' ■ ■ 

that the law conld not effect deltver- 
ance from sin, but that such deliver- 
ance was to be traced to the gospel 
alonOk ch. vii. 23 — 25. It is implied 
here that there roa* condemnation un- 
der the law, tod would' be still, but for 
the intervention of the gospel. 1 JVs 
cond^mnaHon. This doe» not meai 
that sin in believers is not to be con* 
demned as much as ai^y where, for tht 
contrary is ev^ry where teught in th< 
Scriptures; but it means, (K) That 
the gospel does not pronounce condem- 
nation like the law. Its office is to par 
don ; the office of the law, to condemn. 
The one never afibrds deliverance, but 
always condemns; 6ie object of the 
other is to free from condemnation, and 
to set the soul at liberty. (2.) There 
is no Jinal condemnation under the 
gospel. The office, design, and ten- 
dency of the gospel is to free from the 
condemning sentence of law. This 
is i|s first and its glorious announce- 
ment, th«t it frees lost and ruined men 
from a most fearful and terrible con- 
demnation. Y Which are in Vhriat 
Jenu. Who are united to Christ: To 
be in him is an expression not seldom 
used in the New Testament, denoting 
close and intimate union*. Phil. L Ij 
iii. 9. 2 Cor. v. 17. Rom. xvi. 7^—11. 
The union between Christ and his peo- 
ple is compared to that between the 
vine and its branches (John xv. 1 — 6), 
and l^ence believers are said to be ^ii 
liim in a similar sense, as deriving theb 
support from him, and as united in 
feeling, in purpose, and destiny. 1 Who 
•walk. Who conduct, or live. Note, 
ch. iv. 12. ,1 J^ot after thejieth. Who 
do not Uve to gratify the corrupt de- 
sires and passions of the flesh. Note, 
ch. viL 18. This b a characteristic of 
a Christian. What it is to walk aiWr 
the flesh may be seen in GraL v. 19 — 
21, It follows that a man whose pur- 
pose of life is to gratify his corrupt de- 
sires, cannot be a Christian. Unless 
he lives not to gratify his flesh, he cao 
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% For the law of the" Spirit of 
life * in Christ Jesiis hath made 
me free * from the law of sin 
and death. 

3 For what the hiw could not 

alCorJ.6. ft Oal;s!l9; 6.1. 



have ho evidence of piety. TMs is 4 
test which is easily applied; and if 
every professor of religion were honest, 
there could be no danger of mistake, 
and there need be no doubts about his 
true character. ^ Biit after the Spirit, 
As the Holy Spirit would lead or 
ptompt. What the Spirit produces 
may be seen in Gal. ▼. 22, 23. If a 
man has these fruits of the Spirit, he is 
a Christian ; if not, he is a stranger to 
religion, whatever else he may possess. 
And this test also is easily applied. 

d. For the law. The word lav> here 
means that mle, command, or influ- 
ence which ** the Spirit of life*'' pro- 
duces. That exerts a control which is 
here called a lawj for a law often means 
any thing by which we are ruled or 
governed. Sed Notes, ch. vii. 21. 2.3. 
H Of the Spirit, I see no ireason to 
doubt here that this refers to ^e Holy 
Spirit Evidently, at the close of ver. 
ly the word has this reference. The 
|>hrase " the Spirit of life" then means 
ttie Holy Spirit producing or giving life ; 
t e. giving peace, joy, activity, salvation ; 
in opposition to the law spoken of in ch. 
vii. that produ^d deiath and condjemna- 
lion. 1 In Christ Jesus. tJnder the 
Christian religion ; or sent by Christ to 
apply his work to men. John xvi. 7— 
14. The Spirit b sent by Christ; his 
influence is a part of the Christian 
scheme; and hi» power accomplishes 
tha^t which the jaw could not do: 
1 I/ath made me free. Thatis, has 
delivered me from the predominating in- 
ffuence and control of sin. He cannot 
mean that he wa^ perfect, for the whole 
tenor of his reasoning is opposed to 
that. But the design, the tendency, 
and the spirit of the gospel was to pro- 
duce this freedom from what the law 
cimld not deliver; and lie was now 



* do, in that it was weak through 
the flesh, God, sending his own 
Son ' in the likeness of sinkd 
flesh, and ^ for sin^ condemaed 
sin in the flesh : 



e Acts 18.99. Hebjr.18,19. 
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brought under the general power of 
diii| scheme. In the former state he 
was under a most bitter and galling 
bondage, ch. vii. 7 — 11.' Now, he was 
brought und^r the influence of a scheme 
which contemplated freedom, and which 
produced it., 1 The law of^sin and 
death. The controlling influence of 
sin, leading to death and condemnsi- 
tion. ch. vii. 5 — 11. 

3. For what the law could not do* 
The law of God, the mdral law. It 
couldf not free from sin and condem- 
nation. ^ This the apostle^ had .fully 
shown in ^ch. vii; ^ In that. Because. 
Y It was weaioM It was feeble and in- 
eflieacious. It could not accomplish it. 
1 Through thefiesh. In consequence 
of the strength of sin, and of the evil 
and ^corrupt desires of the unrenewed 
heart The fault was not in the law, 
which was good (ch. vii. 12), but it 
was ow^ng to the strength of tiie natu- 
ral passions akid the sinfulness of the 
unrenewed heart See ch. vii. 7 — 11, 
where this influehce is fully explained. 
1 Oodf sending his own Son, That is, 
God did or accompUshed that, by send- 
ing his ^on, which the law could not 
do. The word didf or accomplishedf 
it is necessary to understand here, in 
order to complete the sense. ^ In the 
likefiess of sinful flesh, ^That is, he 
so far ie.sembled sinful flesh that he 
partook of flesh, or the nature of man, 
but without any of its ajinful ptopen- 
^ties or desires. It was not hufnan 
nature ; not, as the Docetee taught, hu- 
man nature in appearance only; but 
it was human nature without any of its 
corruptions. ^ fAndfor sin. Margin, 
" By a sacrifice ifor fein.'' The expres- 
sion evidently means, by an offering 
for sin, or that he was given as a sacri- 
fice on account of six>. His being given 
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4 That the righteoasness of 
the law might be fulfilled in as^ 
who walk ** not aft^r tlie flesh, 
but after the Spirit. 

5 For they that are after ^he 
flesh, * do mind the things( of 



a Ttir.1. 
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had respect to sin. \ Condemned sin 
in the flesh. The flesh is regarded as 
the soarce of sin. ^otc, ch. vii. 18. 
The flesh being the seat and origin of 
transgression, the atoning sacrifice was 
made in the likeness of sinful tiesh, that 
thus he might meet sin, as it were, on 
its own ground, and desClroy it He 
may be said to have condemned sin in 
this manner, (1.) Because the fact that 
he was given for it,'aud died on its a&> 
count, was a condemnation of it. If 
sin had been approved by Gp4, he 
would ,not have made an atonement to 
secure its destruction. The depth and 
intensity of the woes of Christ on its 
account show the degree of abhorrence 
with which it is regarded by ^ God. 
(2.) The word condemn may be used 
in the sense of destroyin^y overconUngf^ 
or subduing, 2 Pet. ii. 6, *' And turn- 
ing the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah 
into ashesj, cont/emne</ them with an 
overthrow.*^ In this sense the sacrifipe 
of Christ ha»not only condemned sm 
as being evil, but has weakened its 
power and destroyed its influence, and 
will finally annihilate ita existence in, 
all who are saved by that death. 

4. TTiat ^the righteousness of the 
law. That we might be conformed to 
the law, or be obedient to its require- 
ments, and no longer i&dec the influ- 
ence of the flesh and its corrupt de* 
siies. 1 Might bib fulfilled. That we 
might b« obedient, or comply with its 
demands. 1 Who -walk. Note, ver. 1. 

6. For they that are after the flesh. 
They 'that are under the influence of 
the corrupt and sinful desires of the 
flesh. Gal. v. li^— 21. Those who are 
unrenewed; ^ Do mind the things of 
the flesh. They are supremely devoted 
to tho gratification of thtsir corrupt de- 



the flesh ; but they that are after 
the Spirit, the Uiings ^ of the 
Spirit. 

6 For ^ to be carnally minded 
ia^ death ; * but » to be spiritually 
minded is life and peace : 

c lCor:2.U. t tJkc minding of thejb^h. . d Q«L 
6.8. % ih* minding tf the Sjp^,. " 

i — ^ — . . ; — . 

sires. \ But thet that at^e afttr the 
Spirit. Who are under its inflCience; 
who are led by the Spirit ^ The 
things of the Spirit.: Those things 
which the Spirit produces, or which 
he efktts in the mind. Gal. t, 21 — 
23. This verse is ^fbr the purjpose 
of illustration, and is designed to 
show' that the tendency of religion is 
to produce as Entire a d.evotedness to 
the service of God as men had before 
rendered to sin; that is, that they 
would be fully eiigaged ill that to 
which they had. devoted ;thetnselves. 
As the Christian, therefore, had de- 
voted himself to the service of the Spi- 
rit, and had been brought under hiff 
influence, it was to be expec^d that he 
woi:^ld make it his great and only ob- 
ject to cherish and cultivate the graces 
which that Spirit would produce^ 

' 6. For to be carnally minded. Mat- 
gin, "The mihding of the flesh.*' The 
sense is, that to follow the inclinations 
of the flesh, or the. corrupt propensities 
of our ' nature; leads to condemnation 
and death. The expression is one of 
great energy, and shows that it not 
only leadi to death, w leada to misery, 
but that it is death itself; there is wo 
and condemnaldon in the very act and 
purpose of being supremely devoted to 
the corrupt passions. Its only tendency 
is condemliati.on and despair. ^ Is 
death. The penalty of transgression ; 
condemnation and eternal ruin. - Note, 
ch. ▼. 12', 1 But to be spiritually 
minded. Margin, ^*The minding of 
the Spirit" That is, making it the ob- 
ject of the mind, the end and aim of 
the actions, to cultivate the graces of 
the Spirit, and to submit to his. influ- 
ence. To be spiritually minded is to 
seek those feelings and views whiob 



164 



ROMANS. 



[A« B. 60. 



7 Because the carnal mind 
18 enmity against God; for it is 

lk« Holy Spirit prodooes, and to follow 
bit IfiadingB. 1 la life. This is opposed 
to death io v«r. 6. It tends to.lilBy a&d 
if in fact real Ufo. For to poaeen and 
cuItiTate the giacea of theSj^rit, td be 
led where he would g^ide us, ia the 
deiaign of oar existence, and ia Uie only 
path of happiness. ^ And peace. Note, 
ch. tL 

7. fiecauie. This is given as a rea- 
son fo^ what is said in ver. 6. -In that 
▼erse the apostle had ieiffinned that to 
be carnally minded vm death, but h^ 
bad not stated vAy it was. He now 
explains it by saying that it is enmity 
against God, and thus involves a sin- 
it^ in conflict with him, and exposes 
to his condemnation, f The carnal 
mind. This is the sam^ eXpreision as 
occurainver. 6 (to ^onfiut t»c a-Mot), 
It does not mean tEe mind itself, the 
intellect, oir the will ; it does not sup- 
pose that the mind or soul is phyncaU 
in depraved, or oppose^ to Oodi ; but it 
means that the minding' of the thinga 
of the Jleoh^ g^^nng to tl^m siqnwme 
attention, is hostility against God ; and 
involves the nnner in a controversy 
with him, and hence leads to death and 
wo. This passage jibould not be alleged 
in proof that the bouI it phyncaUy de- 
pravedy but merely that wheie there ii 
a supreme regard to the fliesh there is 
hostility to God. It does not directly 
prove the doctrine of universal d^pia- 
vity^ but it proves oiAy that where 
such intention exists to the corrupt de- 



not subject to the law of God 

neither indeed can be. 



and to his plan for poril^ing the sg«L 
Cemp» Jamei iv. 4. I John ii. 15. 
The minding of the things of the flesh 
also leads to the hatred of God himeelf 
because he is opposed to it, and has ex- 
pressed his ahhonence of it ^Againat 
God, Towards God ; or in regard to 
him. > It supposes hostility to him. 
1 For it. The word '<il" here refera 
to the minding of the things of the 
flesh. It does not mean that the soul 
itself ii not subject to his law, but that 
the minding of thoee things is hostile 
to. his lew. . The apostle does not ex- 
press any opinion abioiU the metaphy- 
sical ability of man, or discuss that 
question at all.. The amount, of his 
affirmation is simply, that \he mindinff 
of the Jleah, the supreme attention to 
its dictates and desires, is not and 
cannot be subject to the law of God. 
They are^ wholly contradictory and 
irreconcilable, just as much as the love 
of fiilsehood is inconsistent with the 
lawsof tnith; as intemperance is in- 
consistent with the law of temperance ; 
and as adultexy is a violation df the 
seventh commandment. But whether 
the man himself might not obey the 
law, — ^whether Ae has, or has not, ability 
to do it, — ^is a question which the apostle 
does notjouch, and on which this pas- 
sage should not be adduced^ For whe- 
ther the law of a particular sin is utter- 
ly irreconcilable with an opposite vir- 
tue, and whether the sinner is able to 
abandpn that sin and pursue a diflerent 



sires of the soul, there b hostility to path, are very different inquiries. \ Is 
God. It is indeed implied that that not subject, It is not in subjection to 



supreme regard to the flesh exijsts 
every where by naturej but this is not 
expressly affirmed. For the object of 
the apostle here is not to teach the 
doctrine of depravity, but to show that 
where such depranty in fiict exists, it 
involviss the nnner in a fearful contror 
▼eray with God. \. Is. enmity. Hos- 
tility ; hatred. It means that such a re- 
gard to the flesh is in. fact hostility to 
God, becJMis^ it is opposed to hb law. 



the command of God^ The minding of 
the^ flesh is opposed to that, law, and 
thus shpwa that it 4s hostile to God. 
XJVeitier indeed can: be. This is ab- 
solute and certain. Ii is impossible that 
it sl^ould be. There is the i\tmost 
inability ic regard to it. The things are 
utterly irrecondlablie. But the affirma- 
tion does hot mean that the heart of 
the seiner might not be subject to 
God ; or that bos soul ia so physicaily 
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8 So then they that are in the 
flesh cannot please (rod. 

9 But ye are not in the flesh, 
but in the Spirit, if so be thjtt 

depraved that he cannot obey, or that 
he. might -not -obey the law. On that, 
the apostle here expresses no opinion. 
That IB Aot the subject of the discus- 
sion. It is simply that the supreme re- 
gard to the flesh, the minding of that, 
IS utterly irreconcilable with the law 
of God. They, are dillerent things, and 
can never be made to harmonize ; just 
as adultexy camiot be chastity ; false- 
hood cajinot be truth; dishonesty can^ 
not be honesty ;. hatred cannot be love. 
This passage, therefor^^ should not be 
adduced to prove the doctrine of man's 
inability to love God, Ibr it does not re- 
fer to that, but it proves merely that a 
supreme regard to the things of the flesh 
b utterly inconsistent with the law of 
God ; can never be reconciled with it; 
and involves the sinner in hostility 
with his Creator. 

8. So then. It follows;, it leads to 
this conclusion. \ They that are in 
the Jlegh. They who are unrenewed 
sinners; who are following supremely 
the desires of the flesh, bh. vii. 18. 
Those are meant here who follow 
fleshly appetites and desires, and who 
are not led by the Spirit of pod. 
1 Cannot please God. That is, while 
they are thus in the flesh ; while they 
'huB pursue the desires of tb^ir corrupt 
iature, they cannot please God. But 
his affirms nothing respecting their 
ibiUty to turn from thb course, and to 
pursue a different mode of life. ' That 
js a different question. A child may be 
>bBtinate^ proud, and disobedient-; and 
while in |^ct/a^^y it may be affirmed of 
biim that he cannot please his parent. 
But whether he might not cease to 
be obstinate, and become obedient, is ft 
very diflerent inquiry ; and the two sub- 
jects should never be confounded. It 
follows from this, (1.) That those who 
are unrenewed are totally depraved, 
since in this state they cannot please 
God (2.) That none of their actiona 



the Spirit Of God dwell • in 
you. Now if any man have not 
the Spirit df Christ, he is none 
of his. 

-. • tCerJ.lt. OaUA 
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while in (his state can be scc^ptablB 
to him, since hie is pleased only wi^ 
those who are spiritually minded. (3.) 
That diose who are in this state should 
turn from it ^thout delay ; ss it is da* 
sirable ^at every man should please 
Ood. (i.) That if the sinrer does not 
turn from his course, he vnll be ruiiied. 
With hiB present character he can 
never please him ; neither in health nor 
sickness; neither in life nor ^eath; 
neither On earth nor in hell. He is en- 
gaged in hostility against God ; and if* 
he does not himdelf forsake it, it win 
be endless, and involve his soul in all 
the jbvils of a personal, and direct, 
and eternal waifare with the Lord 
Almighty. 

9. But ye. Tou who are Christians. 
This is the opposite character tq that 
which he had been describing, and 
shows the power of the gospel. ^ JVof 
in the flesh. Not under the full infla« 
enoe of corrupt deisires and passions. 
Y But in the Spirit. That is, you are 
spiritually minqed ; you are under the 
directipn and influence of the Holy 
Spirit 1 the Spirit of Ood. The Holy 
Ghost Y Dwell in you. The Holy 
Spirit is often represented aa dwelling 
in the hearts of Christians (comp. 
1 Cor. ii. 16, 17; vi. 19. 2 Cor. vL 
16. £ph. iL 21, 22. Gal; iv. 6) ; and 
the meaning is not that there is 9k per- 
90nal or physical indwelling of the 
Holy Ghost,' but that he influences, 
directs, and guides Christians, produc- 
ing meekness, love, joy, peace; long^ 
sufleripg, gentleness, goodness, dtc. 
Gal. Y. 22, 23. ll^e expression, to 
dxveU in one, denotes intimacy of con- 
nexion, and means that those things 
which are the fruits of the Spirit are 
produced in the heart. ^ ffa,ve not thti 
Spirit of Christ. The word Spirit is 
used in a great variety of signiflcations 
in the Scriptures. It most commonly 
in the New Testament fefers to the 
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10 And if Chri«t be ia you, 
the body is dead because of sin ; 

third penon of the Trinity, the Holy 
Ghost But the exprenion ' me Spirit 
of Chri9^ is not, I believe, any where 
applied to him,, except it may be- 1 Pet 
i. il. He is called often the, Spirit of 
Ck)d (Matt iu. 16; xii. ^8. 1 Cor. u, 
11» 14; iil 16; vi. 11. Eph. It. 30), 
but not the Spirit of the Father. The 
word spirit is often used to denote the 
temper, disposiUon; thus we say, a 
man of a generou9 9pirit,i3it of a re- 
vengeful •piritf dec It may, pos^Bly 
have this meaning here, and demotes 
that he who has not the temper or dis- 
position of Christ is not his, or has 
no evidence of piety. But the con- 
nexion seems to demand that it should 
be understood in a senfie similar to the 
expression *'the Spirit of God," and 
'* the Spirit of him that raised up Je- 
sus" (ver. 11) ; and if so, it means the 
Spirit which Christ imparts, or sends 
to accomplish hik ^ork (John xiv, 36), 
the Holy Spirit, sent to make us like 
Christ, and to sanctify our hearts. And 
in this sense it evidently denotes the 
Spirit which Christ wQuld send to pro- 
duce in us the views and feelingd which 
he came to establish, and which sh^ll 
assimilate us to himself. If this refers 
16 the Holy Spirit, then we see the 
manner in which the apostle spoke of 
the Saviour. He regarded " the Spi- 
rit" as equally the Spiri.t of Gojd and 
of Christ, as proceeding from both ; and 
thus evidently believed that there is a 
union of nature between the Father 
and the Son. Such language could 
never be used, except on the £!upposi- 
tion that the Father and th^ Son are 
onev that is, that Christ is divine. 
1 /« none of hit. Is no^ aXhristian. 
This is a test of {nety that is easily ap-. 
plied; and this settles the question. 
If a man is not influenced by the meek, 
pure, and holy spirit of the Lord Jesus, 
if he is not conformed to bis image, If ^ 
his fife does not resemble that of the 
Saviour, he is a stranger to religion. 
No teii could be mOre easily applied, 
and none is more decisive, ft matters 



but the Spirit {« life because ol 
righteousness. 

not what else he may have. - He may 
be loud in his professions, ami^le in 
his temper, bold in ^is zeal, or, active 
in promoting the interests of his own 
party or denomination in the church ; 
but if he has not the temper of the Sa- 
viour, and does not manifest his Spirit, 
it is as sounding brass or a tinkling 
cymbal. May alt who read this, ho- 
nestly examine themselves; and may 
they have that which is the source of 
the purest felicity, the splri^ and tem- 
per of the Lord Jesus. 

10. ^nd if CHriH be in you. This 
is evidently a figurative expression^ 
where the 'word ** Christ**" is Usied to 
denote his spirit, bis principles ; that is, 
he influences the man. Literally, he 
cannot be in a Christiab ; but the dose 
connexion between him and Christians, 
and the foct that they are entirely un- 
der his influence, is expressed by this 
strong figurative language. It is lan^ 
gua^^e wMch is not unfreqjaently Osed. 
Comp. GaL ii. 20. Col. i. 27. 1 The 
body is d^ad. This passage has been 
interpreted in vefy difierent.' ways; 
Some understand it to mean that . the 
body is dead in respect to -am ; that is, 
that sin has no more power to excite 
evil passions and desires ; others, that 
the body must die on account of sin, 
but that the spiritual part shall live, 
and even the body shall live also in the 
resurrection. Thus Calvin, Beza, and 
Augustine. .Doddridge understands it 
thus : '* Though the body is to die on 
account of the first sin that entered into 
the world, yet the spirit is life, and shall 
continue to live on for ever, through 
that righteousness wluch the second 
Adam has introduced." To each of 
these interpretatiicuis there are serious 
objections, which it is not necessary to 
urge. I understand the passage in the 
following manner: The body refers to 
that of which the apostle had said so 
much in the previous chapters — ^the 
flesh, the man before conversio^i. It is 
subject to corrupt passions and desires, 
ahd may fw said th\ia to be dead, aa it 
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1 1 But if. the Spirit of him- 
that raised up Jesus from the 
dead dwell in you, he * that rais- 
ed up Christ from. the dead shall 
also quicken your mortal bodies 

a8Cor.4.14. 

has none of the elements of spiritual 
life. It is under the reign of sin^ tjid^ 
death. The word /uh, indeed^ or imly, 
has been emitted in our translation, and 
the omission has obscured the sense. 
The expression is woi'adnuseion of the 
apostle, or a siimmiury statement of 
what had before been ^own. * It is to 
be ^ admitted, indeed, or it is true, that 
the unrenewed nature, the man beibre 
coirversion, under the influence of the 
fleshy is spiritually dead. Sin has its 
seat in the fleshly appetites ; and the' 
whole body may be admitted thus to 
be dead or corrupt.' ^ BecauMe ofain» 
Through sin (Ji a/jtaitUr) ; by means 
of sinful passions and appetites. ^ JBut 
the spirit. This' stands opposed to the 
ixxly ; and it meatis that the soul, the 
immortal part, the renovated man, was 
alive, or was uiider the influence of 
living .prmciples. It was imbued with 
the life which the gospel imparts^ and 
had become active in the jervice of 
God. The word " spirit" here does not 
refer to th^ Holy Ghost, but to the spi- 
rit of man, the immortal part, recover- 
ed, renewed, and imbued with life under 
the gospel. ^Becauieofrighteouanesa. 
Through- righteousness ((f/d iuuuavtjmy 
This is commonly interpreted to mean, 
with reference to righteousness, or that 
it may become righteous. But I under- 
stand the expression to be used in the 
sense in which the word is so frequents 
ly used iii this epbtle, as denoting God^a 
plati of ju9t\ficQtion. See Note, dt 
i. 17. *The spirit of man has been 
recovered and made alive through his 
plan of justificatTon. It communicates 
life, and recovers man from his death 
in sin to life.' 

11. But if the Spirit of him, &Ci 
The Holy Spirit yeir. 9. 1 ffe that 
raised up Christ, &c. He that had. 
poTPer to restore him to life, has power 



^ by his Spirit that dwelleth in 
you:; 

12 Therefore, brethreni we 
are debtors, not ' to the fle^h, to 
live after the flesh. 

« ar, b team m «f. ^FklMLIf. 

^ ' ' * 

,to give life to you. He that did, in 
fact, restore him to life, will also re- 
store you. The argument here seems 
to be founded^ firyt^ on the pQwer of 
God ; and, secondly, on the connexion 
between Christ and his people. Comp. 
Johci xiv. 19, ** Because I live, ye shall 
live also.'' 1 Shall also quicken. Shall 
TOfikb alive. ^ Tour mortal bodies. 
That. this does not r^fer to the resur- 
rection of the dead seems to be appa- 
rent, because that is not attributed to 
the Holy Spirit I understand it as re- 
ferring to the body, subject to carnal 
desires and propensities; by nature un- 
der the reign of death, and therefore 
mortal ; i. e. subject to death. The 
sense is, that under the gospel, by the 
iBfl^ence of the Spirit, the entire man 
will be made alive in the service of 
God. Even, the corrupt, carnal, and 
mortal body^ so long under the domi- 
nion of sin, shall be made alive and re- 
covered to the service of God. This 
will be done by the Spirit that dwells 
in us, because that Spirit has restored 
life to our souls, abides with us with 
his purifying influence, and because 
the design and tendency of his in- 
dwelling is to purify the entire man, 
and restore all to God. Chris^ans thus 
in their bodies and their spirits become, 
sacred. For even cheir body, the seat 
of evil passions and desires, shall be^ 
come alive in the senrice^of God. 

12. We are debtors^ We owe it as 
a matter of solemn obligatidn. This 
obHgalion arises^ (1.) From the &ct 
that the Spirit dwells in us ; (2.^ Be- 
cause the design of hb indwelhng is 
to purify us; (3.) Because we are thus 
recovered from the death of sin to the 
life of religion ; and he who has im- 
parted life, has a right to require that 
it be spent in his service. ^ To the 
flesh. To the corrupt propensities vjui 
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18 For if ye live after the 
flesh, ye shaU die: but if ye 
through ^he Spirit do mortify • 
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ptidomk We axe not bound to^indulge 
them, bc^iue the end of each indul- 
gence is death and ruin. ch. Til. 2i, 22. 
But we are bound' to Ut6 to God, and 
to foUow the leadings of his Spirk, for 
the end is> Kfe and peace, di. yii. 22^ 
23. The reason for this » stated in 
the foltowing terae. 

18. For if ye fcW, Ac If you five 
to indulge your carnal propensities, you 
will sink to eternal deadi. ch. riSu 23. 
1 Through the Spirit, By the aid of 
die Spirit ; by cheridiing and cultivat- 
ing his influences. What is here f^ 
quired can be accomplished only by die 
aid of die Holy Ghost \ Do mortify. 
Do put to death ; do destroy. Sin is 
mortified whtn its power is destroyed 
and it ceaaes to be active. ^ The deeds 
of the body. The corrupt inclinations 
and passions; caHed deeds .of Me bodyy 
because they are supposed to hav6 their 
origin in the fleshff appetit^ ^ Te 
shall live. You shall be happy and 
saied. Either your, sins must die, or 
you must If they are suffered to five, 
you will die. If they are put to death, 
you will be saved. • No man cau be 
safid in his sins. This closes the ar- 
gnment of the aposde for the supe^ 
riority of the gospel to the law ih pro- 
moting the^ purity of man. By this 
train of reasoning, he has shown that 
die gospel has accomplished what the 
Ii^w could not do— the sanctification of 
the soul, &e destruction of the comipt 
passions of our nature, and the recovery 
of man to God. 

14. Forcumkny, Whosoever; all 
who are thus led. This introduces a 
new topic, illustrating the t>enefits of 
the gospel, to wit, that it produces a 
spiiit of ac/oj^/ion. ver. 1*4-^17. ^ As 
are led. As submit to his influence and 
control. -The tifpirit ill represented as 
influencing;' suggesting, and ^trolling. 
One evidence of piety is, a willingness 
to yield to that influence, and' submit 
' > him. One decided evidence of die 



^e deeds i>f the body, ye iihall 
live. 

14 For as many as are led * by 

■ — ■ — - — - . 11 

want of piety is, where there is an un- 
willingness to submit to diat influence, 
but where the Holy Spirit is grieved 
and resisted. All Christians submit to 
Ms mfluence ; i31 sinners decidedly re- 
ject it and oppose It The influence 
of die Spirit, if followed, would lead 
every man to heaven. But when neg^ 
.lected, rejected, or despised, man goes 
down to hell The glonr belongs to 
the conducting Spirit when man is 
saved; the fault is man's when he is 
lost The apostle here does not aigitate 
the question Aow it is th^t the people 
t>f Grod are led by tbo Spirit,.jor why 
they 3rield to it when others resist it. 
His design is simply to state the foct, 
that they who are thus led are the 
sons of Godi or have evidence of piety, 
t Are the sons of God, Are adopted 
into his femiiy, and, are his chil<£neii« 
This is a name of endearment, mean- 
ing that they sustain to him this rela- 
tion ; that they are his friends, disci- 
ples, and imitators ; that they are parts 
of the great family of the redeemed, of 
whom he is the Father and Protector. 
It is often applied to Christians in the 
Bible. Job i. 6. John i. 12. Phfl. ii. 15. 
I Johii iii. 1, 2. ^att. v; 9. 45. Luke 
vf. 35. "This is a test of piety which 
is easily applied. (1«) Are we con- 
scious that an influence froin above has 
been drawing. us aw>y from the cor- 
rupting passions and ViBinitie6 of this 
worid ! This is die Work of the Spirit. 
(2.) Are we (Conscious of a desire to 
yield to that, influence, and to be con- 
ducted in the padi of purity: aind life t 
This is an evidence dia't we are die 
sons of God. (3.) Do we offer no re- 
sistance ; do We follow cheerfhlly, and 
obey this pure, influence^ leading us to 
mortify pride, subdue passion, destroy 
lust, humble ambition, and annihilate 
the. love of wealth: and of the world ! 
If so, we are hi'$ children.^ God will not 
leiBid us astray ; and our peace and happi- 
ness conrists only in yielding ourselves 
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the Spint of God, they are the 
sous of God. 

15 For ye have not received 
the spirit of bondage * again, to 
fear ; but * ye have received the 
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to this influence entirely, and in being 
willing to be conducted by this unseen 
hand " beside the still watera of salva- 
tion.*' 

15. The spirit •/ bondage. The 
spirit that binds you ; or the spirit of a 
slave, that produces only fear. The 
slave is under constant f^j and alarm. 
But the spirit of religion is that of free- 
dom and of confidence ; the spirit of 
children, and not of slaves. Compare 
Note, John viii. 32 — 36. ^ Again to 
fear, . That you should again be 
afraid, or be subjected to servile fear. 
This implies that in their former state 
UQder the law, they were in a state of 
servitude, and that the tendency of it 
was merely to produce alarm. Every 
wiiner is subject to such fear. He has 
every thing of which to be alarmed. 
God is angry with him ; his conscience 
will trouble him; and he has every 
thing to apprehend in death and in 
eternity. But it is not so with the 
Christian. Comp. 2 Tim. L 7. Y The 
%pirit of adoption. The feeling of af- 
fection, love, and confidence which per- 
tains to children ; not the servile, trem- 
bling spirit of slaves, but (he temper 
and afiectiouate regard of sons. Adop- 
tion is the taking and treating a stran- 
ger as one's own child. It is applied 
to Christians because God tieats them 
as his children ; he receives them into 
this relation, though they were by na- 
ture strangers and enemies. It iinplies, 
(1.) That we by nature had no claim 
on him ; (2.) That, therefore, the act 
as one of mere kindness — of pure, sove- 
reign love ; (3.) That we are now un- 
der his protection and care ; and, (4.) 
That we are bound to manifest towards 
him the spirit of children, and yield to 
him obedience^ See Note, John i. 12. 
Comp. Gal. iv. 6, £ph. i, 5. It is for 
t HM Cbristiaos ar9 to often called 



Spirit of adoption, * whereby we 
cry, Abba, Father. 

16 The Spirit itself bearetli 
witness '' with our spirit, that we 
are the children of God ; 

e Jer^.l9. Gml.4.5^ 4 «Cor.l.tt. IJno 4.:ik 

the sons of God. ^ Whereby ve cry» 
As children who need protection and 
help. This evinces the habitual spirit 
of a child of God; a disposition, (1.) To 
express towards him the flings due 
to a father; (2.) To call upon him; 
to address him in the language of af- 
fection and endearing confidence ; (3.) 
To seek his protection and aid. ^Abba, 
This word \» Chaldee (H3n), and 
means father. Why the apostle re* 
peats the word in a difierent language, 
is not known. The Syriac reads it, 
" By which we call tbe Father our Fa- 
ther.** It is probable tLit the repetition 
here denotes merely intensity, and is 
designed to denote the interest with 
which a Christian dwells on the name, 
in the spirit of an affectionate, tender 
child. It is not unusual to repeat such 
terms of affection. Comp. Matt viL 22. 
Ps. viiL 1. This is an evidence of piety 
that is easily applied. He that can in 
sincerity and wiUi ardent affection apply 
this term to God, addressing him with a 
filial spirit as his Father, has the w^ni 
of a Christian. Every child of God has 
this spirit ; and he that has it not is a 
stranger to piety. 

\^, The Spirit, The Holy Spirit 
That the Holy Spirit here is intended, 
is evident, (1.) Because this is the na^ 
tural meaning of the expression ; (2.) 
Because it is of the Holy Spirit that 
the apostle is mainly treating' here; 
(3.) Because it would be an unnatural 
and forced construction to say of the 
temper of adoption that it bore witness. 
i Beareth witness. Testifies, gives 
evidence, ^l ffith our spirit. To our 
minds. This pertains to the adoption ; 
and it means that the Holy Spirit fur- 
nishes evidence to our minds that we 
are adopted into the family of God. 
This effect is not unfirequently altri* 
buted to the Holy Spirit 2 Cor. I 2^ 
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17 And if children, then 
heirs ; • heirs of God, and joint- 
heirs with Christ; * if so be 
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that we buffer wi& Mm, that 
we may be also glorified toge- 
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1 John V. 10, 11. 1 Cor. iL 1«. If it 
be asked how this is done, I answer, 
it is not by any reyelation of new 
tnith; it is not by inspiration; it is 
not always by assurance; it is not 
by a mere persuasion that we are 
elected to eternal life ; but it is hjftro' 
ducinff in ui the appropriate effecU 
of his influence. It is his to renew the 
heart ; to sanctify the soul ; to produce 
** love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gen- 
tleness, goodness, faith, meekness, tem- 
perance." Gal. V. 22, 23. If a man has 
these^ be has evidence of the witness- 
ing of the Spirit with his spirit If not, 
he has no such evidence. And the 
way, therefore, to ascertain whether 
we have this witnessing oi the Spirit, 
LB by an honest and prayerful inquiry 
whether these fruits of the Spirit ac- 
tually exist in our minds. If they do, 
the evidence is clear. If not, all vain 
coii^ence of good estate ; all visions, 
and raptures, and fancied revelations, 
wiir be mere 'delusions. It may be 
added, that the effect of these fruits of 
the Spirit on the mind is to produce a 
calm and heavenly frame; and in that 
Crame, when attended witii the appro- 
priate fruits of the ISpirlt m a holy 
life, we may rejoice as an evidence 
of piety. 1 That w^ are the children 
of God, That we are adopted into his 
family. 

17. Andifckitdren, If adopted into 
his family. \ Then heirf. That is, 
he will treat us as sons. An heir is 
one who succeeds to an estate. The 
meaning here is, that if we sustain the 
relation of sons to God, that we shall 
be treated as such, and ' admitted to 
share his &vours. An adopted son 
comes in for a part of the inheritance. 
Num. xrvii. 4 Heirs of God, This 
expression means that we'shall be par- 
takers t>f that inheritance which God 
confers x>n his people. That inheritance 
>" his favour here, and eternal life 
fter. This is an honour infinitely 



higher than to be heir to the mosl 
princely earthly inheritance; or than to 
be the adopted son of the most magni' 
ficent earthly monarch. ^ Andjoint» 
heirs with Christ, Christ is by emi- 
nence THE Son df God, As such, he is 
heir to tha full houours and glory of 
heaven. Christians are united to him : 
they are his friends ; and they are thus 
represented as destined to partake with 
him of his glory. They are the sons of 
God in a difilsrent sense from what he 
is ; he by his nature and iiigh relation, 
the^ by adoption ; but still the idea of 
sonship exists in both ; and hencb both 
will partake in tlie glories of the eter- 
nal . inheritance. Comp. Phil. ii. 8, 0. 
Heb. iL 9, 10. The connexion between 
Christ and Christians is often referred 
to in the New Testament The fact 
that they are united here is often al- 
leged as a reason ^why they will be in 
glory. John xiv. 19, " Because I live, 
ye^ shall live also.'; 2 Tim. ii. U, 12, 
" For if we be dead with him, we shall 
also live with him; if we suffer, we 
shall also reign with him.** Rev. iii. 
21, <<To him that overcometh will I 
grant to sit with me in my throne," &e, 
John xvii. 22— 24. ^ ff so be. If this 
condition exist We shall not be treat- 
ed as co-heirs with him, unless we here 
give evidence that we are united to 
him. 1 That -we ' suffer tsith him 
Greek, ** If we suffer together, that wo 
may also be glorified together." If we 
suffer in his cause; bear afflictions as 
he did; are persecuted and tried for 
the same thing ; and thiis show that wa 
are united to him. It does |ibt mean 
that we suffer, to the same extent that 
he did, but we may imitate him in the 
kind of our sufferings, and in the spirit 
with which they are borne; and thus 
show that we are united , to him 
1 T*hat toe may be also glorified to 
gether. If united in the same kind of 
sufferings, there is propriety in being 
united In destiny ^beyond the sceneo 
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are not. worthy to be compared 
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of all sufiering, the kingdom of bleased- 
ness and lore. 

18 For I reckon, I tiiink ; I judge. 
This yene commencee a new division 
of the sabject, whica is continued to 
ver. 25. Its design is to show the 
power of the gospel in sustaining the 
soul in trials ; a very important and 
material part of the scheuie. This had 
been partially noticed before (ch. v. 
3 — 5), but its full power to support the 
soul in the prospect of a glorious im- 
mortality had not been fully discussed. 
This topic seems here to have been 
suggested by what is said of adoption. 
The mind of the apostle instantly ad- 
verted to the effects or benefits of that 
adoption ; and one of the most material 
of those benefits was the sustaining 
grace which the gospel imparted in the 
midst of afflictions. It should be borne 
in mind that the early Christians were- 
comparatively few and feeble, and ex- 
posed to many trials, and that this topic 
^ould be often, therefore, introduced 
into the discussions about their privi- 
leges and condition. ^ The tufferings. 
The afflictions ; the persecutions, sick- 
nesses, &c. The expression evidently 
includes not only the peculiar trials 
of Christians at that time, but all that 
believers are ever called to endure. 
1 Of thit present time. Probably the 
apostle had particular reference to the 
various calamities then endured. But 
the expression is equally applicable to 
afflictions of all times and in'all places. 
^ Are not -worthy to be compared. 
Are nothing in comparison ; the one is 
fiir more than an equivalent, in compen- 
sation for the other. ^ ffith the glory. 
The happiness ; the honour in heaven. 
^ %Vhich ohall be revealed in tu. 
That shall be disclosed to us; or of 
which we shall be the partakers in hea- 
ven. The usual representation of hea- 
ven is that of glory, splendour, mag- 
nificence, or light. Comp. Rev. xxL 
10. 23, 24 ; xxii. 5. By this, therefote. 



with the glory which shtll be 
revealed in us. 

19 For the earnest expectation 

Christians may be sustained. Their 
sufferings may seem great; but they 
should remember that they are nothing 
in comparison with future glory. They 
are notliing in degree. For these are 
%ht compared with that '^eternal 
weight of glory'' which they shall 
« work out" 2 Cor. iv. 17. They are 
nothing in duration. For these suffer- 
ings are but for a moment; but the 
glory shall be eternal. These will soon 
pass away ; but that glory shall never 
become dim or diminished ; it will in* 
crease and expand for ever and ever. 
1 In U8, Unto us (tic i/uSs), 

19. For the earnest expectation 
(dTrojM^dt^Mtiet). , This word occurs only 
here and in Phil. i. 20, ** According to 
my earheet expectation and my hope," 
dec It properly denotes a state of ear- 
nest desire to see any dbject when the 
head is thrust forward; an intense 
anxiety ; an ardent wish ; and is thus 
well employed to denote the intense 
interest with which a Christian looks 
to his future inheritance. ^ Of the 
creature (tmc Jtr/ow;)* Perlmps there 
is not a passage in the New Testa- 
ment that has been deemed more diffi- 
cult of interpretation than this (ver. 
19^23) ; and after all the labours be- 
stowed on it by critics, still th<Bre is no 
explanation proposed which is perfectly 
satisfactory, or in which commentators 
concur. The object here will be to give 
what appears to the writer the true 
meaning, without attempting to contro- 
vert the opinions of critics. The main 
design of the passage is, to sho-w the 
sustaining power of the gospel in the 
midst of trialty by the prospect of the 
future deWoerance and inheritance 
of the sont of God, This scope of the 
passage' is to guide us in the interpre- 
tation. The following are, I suppose, 
the leading points in the illustration 
(1.) The word creature refers to the le- 
newed nature of the Christian, or tq the 
Christian as renewed. (2,) He is wait* 
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of the creature waiteth for the 

mg for his future glory; i. e. deflrous 
of obtaining the Aill developement of 
*' the honours thai await him as the child 
of God. var. 19. (3.) He is subjected 
to a state of trial and vanity, a0brding 
comparatively little comfort and much 
disquietude. (4.) This is not in ac- 
cordance with the desire of his heart, 
*'not willingly/' bat is the wise ap- 
pointment of God. ver. 20. (5.) In 
this state there is the hope of deliver- 
ance into glorious liberty, ver. 21. 
(6.) This condition of things does not 
exist merely in regard to the Christian, 
but is the common condition of the 
w«rid. It all groans, and is in trial, as 
much as. the Christian. He therefore 
should not deem his condition as p&> 
culiarly trying. It is the common lot 
of all things here. ver. 22. 3ut, (7.) 
Christians only have the prospect of 
deliveranee. To them is held out the 
hope of final rescue, and of an eternal 
inheritance beyond all these sufferings. 
They wait, therefore, for the full bene- 
fits of the adoption ;. the complete re- 
covery even of the body from the effects 
of sin, arid the toils and trials of this 
life; and thus they are sustaiiied by 
hope, which is the argument which the 
apostle has in view. ver. 23, 24. With 
this view of the general . scope of the 
passage, we may examine the particular 
phrases. ^Offhe creature. The 
word here rendered creature (xn-la-tc), 
occurs in the New Testament nineteen 
times, and is used in the following 
senses: (1.) Creation; the act of cre- 
ating. Rom. i. 20. (2.) The creature ; 
that which is created or formed ; the 
universe. Mark x, 6 ; xiii. 19. 2 Pet 
iu. 4. Rom. i. 26; viiL 39. (3.) The 
rational creatipn ; man as a rational 
being; the world of mankind. Mark 
xvi. 15. XJol. i 23. 1 Pet. il 13. (4.) 
Perhaps the church, the new creatioii 
of God, taken collectively. CoL L 15. 
liev, iii. 14* , C^O. "The Ckrietian, the 
new creation, regarded individually; the 
work of the*Holy Spirit on the renewed 
hearty the new , man.-r-Afiter all the 
'v.tteiUion which I can give to this pas- 



mantfestalion of the sons of God. 

sage, I regard this to be the meaning 
here, for the following riMUbons, viz. 
(1.) Because this alone seems to ma 
to Euit the connexion, and to make 
sense in the argument If the word 
refers, as has been supposed by differ- 
ent interpreters, either to angels, or to 
the bodies of men, or to the ipaterial 
creation, or to the rational creation-—, 
to paen, or mankind ; it is difficult to 
see what connexion either would have 
with the argument. The apostle is 
discoursing of the benefits of the gospel 
to Chriftiatu in time of trial ; and the 
bearing of the argument requires us to 
understand this itlustration of them, un- 
lesp we are compelled not to understand 
it thus by the proper laws of interpret- 
ing words. (2.) The word creature ia 
uaed in a similar sense by the same. 
«4postle. Thus 2 Cor. v. 17, "If any 
man be in Christ, he is a new creature^* 
{xanfM «TiV»f). Gal. vL 1 5, " For in 
Christ Jfisus neither circumcision avail- 
eth any thmg, nor uncircumcision, but 
a new creature" (3.) The verb ere* 
ate is thus used. Thus '^Eph. iL 10, 
" For we are his workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus unto good works." 
Ver. 15, " Having aboUshed in his flesh 
the enniity. . . .for to make^ih himself 
of twain one new man :*' Greek, * That 
h^ might create (a^iVv) the two into 
one new man.' iv. 24, ** The new man, 
which is created in righteousness/* dtc 
(4.) Nothing was more^ natural than 
for the sacred writers thus to speak of 
a Christian as a new creation, a new 
creature; The great po^i^erof God in- 
volved in his conversion, and the strong 
resemblance between the creation and 
imparting spiritual life, led naturally to 
this ,use of the language. (5.) Lan- 
Iguage similar to this occurs in Uie Old' 
Testament, and, it was natuu^ to tj^s-' 
for it to the New.. The .Jewish people 
were represented as made or created 
by God for his service, and the phrase, 
therefore, might come to designate those 
wjbo were th^s formed by him to his 
service. Deut. xxxii. 6, " Hath he not 
made thecs arid established thee ^'* Isa. 
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' 20 For the creature was made 
subject to vanity, not willingly, 

xliiL 7,**,,, .Every one that ifi called 
by my name ; for I have created him 
for my glory, I have formed him ; yea, 
I have made him." 21, "This people 
have I formed, for myself.*' Fr6m all 
fvhich reasons, it seems to me that the 
expression liere is used to denote Chris- 
tiaps, renewed men. Its meaning, 
however, is varied in ver. 22. ^ Wait' 
eth/ori ^Expects; is not in a state of 
possession, but is lo<^ng for it with 
interest. ^ The mamfeMtaiUn of the 
9ona of God, The fidl developttnent 
of the benefits of the sons of God ; the 
time when they shall be acknowledged, 
and received into the foil privileges of 
sons* -Here Christians have tome evi- 
dence of their adoption. But they are 
in a world of sin ; they are exposed to 
trials ; they are subject to many cala- 
mities ; and though t^ey have evidence 
here that they ace the sons of God, yet 
they wait for that period when they 
shall be fuU^ delivered from all these 
trials, and be admitted to the eiijoyment 
of all the privileges of the children of 
the Most High. The time when this 
shall take, place will be at the day of 
judgment, when they shall be fully ac- 
knowledged in the presence of an asr. 
sembled universe as his children. All 
Christians are represented aS) in this 
posture of vfoiting for the full posses- 
sion of their privileges as the children 
of God. 1 Cor. i. 7, « Waiting for the 
fXHuin^; of our Lojrd Jesus Christ" 
^ Thess. iii. 5.. Gal. v. 5, *' For we 



but by reason of him who hath 
subjected the same in hope; 



has his rank and place assigned him 
in an army. The word vanity here 
(^ueta-flUGT»c) is descriptive of the present 
condition of the Christian, as frail and 
dying; as exposed to trials, tempta- 
tions, and cares; as in the midst of 
conflicts, and of a world which may be 
emphatically pfonounoed vamY^. More 
or less,- the Christian is brought under 
this influence^ his joys are marred; 
his peace is discomposed ; his affections 
wander ; his life i» a life of vanity and 
vexation. ^ J^ot ioilUr^ly. Not vo- 
luntarily. It is not a matter of choice. 
It i» not that which is congenial to his 
renewed nature. That would aspire to 
perfect holiness and peace. But this 
subjection is one that is contrary to it, 
and from which he desires to be deli- 
vered. This describes substantially the 
samis condition as ch. vii. 15 — 24. 
^ But jby reason. By him (cfm). It 
is the appbintment of God^ who has 
chosen to place his people in this con- 
dition ; and who for wise purposes re- 
tains them in it. ^ Who hath subject- 
ed the same. Who has appointed his 
people to this condition. It is his wise 
arrangement. }Iere we may observe, 
(1.) That the instinctive feelings of 
Christians lead them to desire a purer 
^nd a happier world. Phil. i. 23. (2.) 
That it is not what they desire, to be 
subjected to the toils of this life, and 
to the temptations and vanities of this 
world. They'sigh for deliver&nce. (3.) 
Their lot in life ; theiz; being subjected 
through the Spirit wut for the hope to this state of vanity, is the arrange- 



lif righteousness by Mih" 1 Thess. 
i. 10. 

20. For the creature. The renewed 
creature ; the Christian midd. This is 
given as a reason for its expiring to 
the full privileges of adoption, that the 
present state is not one of choice, or 
one which is preferred, but one to 
which it has been subjected for wise 
reasons by God. y Subject to vanity. 
The word "subject to" means placed 
in such a state ; subjected to it by the 
•mM)intment of another, as a soldier 

pa 



ment of God, Why it is, he has hot 
seen fit to inform us fiilly. . He might 
have taken his people at once to hea- 
ven as soon as they are cpnverted. But 
though we know not all the reasons 
why they are continued here in this 
state of vanity t we can see some of 
them : (a) Christians are subjected to 
this state to do goad to their fellow 
sinners. They remain on earth for this 
purpose ; and this should be their lead- 
ing ~idm. (6) By their remaining here 
the power of the gos{>el is shown in 
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21 Be,;ause • the creature it- 
self also shall be delivered from 
the bondage of corruption into 
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overooming their sin ; in meeting their 
temptations; in sustaining them in 
trial; and in thus furnishing living 
evidence to the world of the power and 
exeenency of that gospel. This coqld 
not be attained if they were removed 
at once to heaven. (c)'It furnishes 
occasion for some interesting exhibi- 
tions of character-*-for hope, and faith, 
and love, and for increasing undl pro- 
gressive excellence, (d) It is a proper 
training' for heaved. It brings out the 
Christian character, and Jits it for the 
skies. There may be inestimable advan- 
tages, all of which we may not see, in 
subjecting the Christian to a process 
of training in overcoming his sins, and 
in producing confidence in God, before 
he is admitted to his st^io of final rest. 
{e) It lis fit and proper that he should 
engage here in^ the service of Him who 
has redeemed him. He has been ran- 
somed by the blood of Chxist, and God 
has the higheftt claim on him in all the 
conflicts and toils, in all the labours 
and services to which he may be si!ib- 
jccted in this life. ^ In hope* See 
Note, ch. V. 4. Hope has reference to the 
future ; and in this state of the Christian, 
he sighs for deliverance, and expects it. 
21. Because, This is the ground of 
his hope, and this sustains him now. 
It is the purpose of God that deliver- 
ance shall be granted, and this supports 
the Christian amidst the trials to which 
he is suljjected here. The hope is, that 
this same renewed man shall be de- 
livered from all the toils, and dires, 
and -sins of this state. X The creature 
itself. The very soul that is renewed ; 
the ransomed man without essential 
change. It will be the same being, 
though purified; the i&me mani, possess- 
ed of the same body and sou), though 
freed from all the corruptions of hu- 
manity, and elevated above all the 
degradations of the present condition. 
The idea is every where presented, that 
he identical person shall be admitted to 



the glorious liberty of the chil- 
dren of God, 

22 For we know that * the 

*■ OTf amy enatun, 

heaven without essential change. 1 
Cor. XV. 35— 38. 42^-44. That this is 
the hope of all Christians, see 2 Pet. 
iiL 13. ^ From the bondage of cor- 
ruption, This^does not differ materially 
from " vanity," ver. 20. It implies that 
this state is not a willing state, or not 
a condition of choice,- but is one of 
bondage or servitude (see ch. vii. 
15-— 24) ; and that it is a corrupt^ im- 
perfect, perishing condition. ' It is one 
that leads to sin, and temptation, and 
conflict and anxiety. It is a condition 
often which destroys the peace, mars 
■the happiness, dims the hope, enfeebles 
the faith, and weakens the loVe of 
Christians, and this is called the bond- 
age of corruption. It is also one in 
which temporal death has dominion, 
and in the boildage of which, believers 
as well as pnbelievers shall be held. Yet 
from all this bondage the children of 
Gfod shall be delivered. ^ The glorious 
liberty, Greek, -Th^ freedom of the 
glory of the children of Qod. This is, 
(1.) Liberty. It i» freedom from the 
bondage under which the Christian 
groans. It will be freedom from sin ; 
frops corruption ; from evil desires ; 
from calamity ; from death. The high- 
est freedom in the universe is that 
which is enjayed in heaven, where the 
redeemed are under the sovereignty and 
government of their, king, but where 
they do that, and that only, which they 
desire. All is^slavery buttiie service of 
God ; -all is bondage but that law which 
accords with the supreme wish of the 
soul, and whei'e commands accord with 
the perfect desires of the heart (2.) 
This is glorious liberty. It is encom- 
passed with majesty; attended with 
honour; crowned with splendoun The 
heavenly world is often described as a 
state of glory.- Note, ch. ii. 10. \ Of 
the children of God, That the children 
of God shall enjoy. 

22. For we know. The sentiment 
of this verse is designed as an illostia- 



A. 0. 60.] 



CHAPTER VIII. 



175 



whole creation groaneth and tra- 1 , 23 And not only theyt but 



vaileth in pain together until now. 



tion of what had just been said. ^ That 
ihe whole a-eation. Margin, ^ every 
creatm e." This expression has been 
commonly understood as meaning the 
same as " the creature" in ver. 20, 21. 
But I understand it as having a dif- 
ferent signification ; and as being used 
in the natural and usual dgnification 
of the word creature, or creation. It 
refers^ as I supppse, to the wholov ani- 
mate creation ; to all living beings ; to 
the state of all created things here, as 
in a condition of pain and disorder, 
and groaning and death. Every thing 
which we see; every creature which 
lives, is thus subjected to a state of ser- 
vitude, pain, vanity^ and death. The 
reasons for supposing that this is the 
true interpretation, are, (I.) That the 
apostle expressly speaks of *' the -whole 
creation," of every creature, qualifying 
the phrasQ by the expression "we 
know,'' as if he was drawing an illus- 
tration from a well-understood, univer- 
sal fact. (2.) Thu interpretation makes 
consistent sense, and makes the verse 
nave, a direct bearing on the argu- 
ment. It ia ju%t an argument from 
analogy. He had (ver. 20, 21) said 
that the condition of a Christian was 
one of bondage and servitude. It was 
an imperfect, humiliating state; one 
attended with pain, sorrow, and death. 
This might be regaided as a melancholy 
description, and the question might 
arise, why was not the Christian at 
once delivered from this ? The answer 
is in this verse. It is just the condi- 
tion of every thing. It is the manifest 
principle on whidi God governs the 
world. IVie -whole creation ia in juat 
this condition j and we are not to be 
surprised, therefore, if it is the condi- 
tion of the believer^ It is a part of the 
universal system of things ; it accords 
with every thing we see; and we 
are not to be surprised' that the church 
exists on the same principle of ad- 
ministration ; in a state of bondage, 
imperfection, sorrow, and sighing for 



ourselves also, which have tlie 



deliverainoe. ^ Groaneth. Greek, 
Groans together. AH is united in a con- 
dition of sorrow. The expression de- 
notes mutual aiid universal grie£ H is 
one wide and loud lamentation, in 
which a dying world unites ; and in 
which it has united "until now." ^ And 
travaileth in pain together. This ex- 
pression properly denotes the extreme 
pain of parturition. It also denotes any 
intense agony, or extreme suffering; 
and it means here that the condition 
of all things has been that of intense, 
united, and continued suffering; in 
other words, that we are in a world 
of misery and death. This has been 
united; all have partaken of it : it has 
been intenae ; all endure much : it has 
been unremitted t every age has expe- 
rienced the repetition of the same thing. 
^ Until now. Till the time when the 
apostle wrote. It is equally true of the 
time since he wrote. It has been the cha- 
racteristic of every age. It is remarkable 
that the apostle does not here say of 
" the whole creation," that it had any 
hope of deliverance ; an additional con- 
sideration that shows that the ixiterpre- 
tation above suggested is cofr^t ver. 
20,^21. 23^ Of the sighing andsuffering 
universe, he says nothing with respect 
to its future state. He does not say 
that the suffering brutal creation shall 
be compensated, or shall be restored or 
raised up. He simply adverts to the 
fact that it suffers, aef an illustration 
that the condition of the Christian is 
not singular and peculiar. The Scrip- 
tures say nothing of the future condi- 
tion of the brutal creation. 

23. And not only they. Not onfy 
the creation in general. 1 £ut our* 
aelvea alao. Christians. ^ Which have 
the Jtrat'fndta of the Spirit. The word 
used (&nrx^ii) denotes properly the 
first-fruits of the harvest; the portion 
that was first collected and consecrated 
to God as an offering of gratitude. 
Deut xxvi. 2. Ex. xxiii.' 19. Num. 
xviii. 13. Hence the word means that 
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first-froits • of the Spirit, even 
we ourselves groan * within our- 
selves, waiting for the adoption, 

• Ipk.1.14. haCorAM^ 

which is Jirtt in order of time. Here 
it means, as I suppose, that the Chris- 
tians of whom Paul was speaking had 
partaken of the Jirot influences of the 
Spirit, or had been among the first par- 
takers of bis influences in converting 
sinners. The Spirit had been sent 
dovTO to attend the priBaching of the 
gospel, and they were among the first 
who had partaken of those influences. 
Seme, however, have understood the 
word to mean a pledge, or earnest, or 
foretaste of joys to come. Thb idea 
has been attached, to the word be- 
cause the first-fruits of the harvest 
were a pledge of the harvest, an 
evidence that it was ripe, &C. But 
the word does not seem to be used in 
this sense in the New Testament The 
only places where it occurs are the fol- 
lowing: Rom. viiL 23; xi. 16; xvi. 5. 
1 Cor. XY. 20. 23 ; xvL 16. James i. 
18. Rev. xiv. 4. ^ Groan •mithin our- 
$elve$. We sigh for deliverance. The 
expression denotes strong internal de- 
sire;^ .the deep anguish of spirit when 
the heart is oppressed with anguish, 
and earnestly wishes for succour. 
1 Waiting for the adoption. Waiting 
for the full blessings of the adoption. 
Christians are adopted when they are 
converted (ver. 15), but they have not 
been yet adoiitted to the full privileges 
of their adoption into the family of 
God. Their adoption when they are 
converted^ is secret, and may -at the 
time be unknown to the world. Thi9 
fulness of the adoption, their complete 
admission to .the privileges of the sons 
of God, shall be in the day (^judgment, 
in the presence of the universe, and 
amidst the glories of the final consum- 
mation of all things. This adoption a 
not difiierent from the first, but is the 
completion of the act of grace when a 
nnner is received into the family of 
God. 1 The redemption of the body. 
The complete recovery of the body from 
disath and corruption. The particular I 



to wit, the redemption * of our 
body. 

94 For we arc saved by hope : 

cLukaStJS. 

and striking act of the adoption in the 
day of judgment will be the raising up 
of the body from the grave, and render- 
ing it immortal and eternally blessed. 
The particular eflecis of the adoption 
in this world are on the eoul. The 
completion of it on the last day will be 
seen particularly in the body; and thus 
the entire man shall be admitted into 
the favour of God, and restored from all 
his sins and all the evil consequences 
of the &1L The apostle here speaks 
the language of every Christian. The 
ChriBtian ha? joys which the world 
does not know; but he has also sor- 
rows, he sighs over his corruption { he 
is in the midst of calamity ; he is going 
to the grave ; and he looks forward to 
that complete deliverance, and to that 
elevated state, when» in the presence 
of an iissembled univenMi, he shall be 
acknovi ledged as a child of God. This 
elevated privilege gives to Christianity 
Its high value ; and the hope of being 
aeKhowledged in the presence' of the 
universe as the child of God — the hope 
of the poorest and the humblest bts* 
liever — is of infinitely mote value than 
the prospect of the most princely inhe- 
ritance, or of the brightest crown that 
a monarch ever wore. 

24. For toe are eavett by hope. It 
cannot be said that hope is the instru- 
ment or condition of salvation. Most 
commentators have understood^ this as 
Uieaning that we have as yet attained 
salvation only in hope ; that we have 
arrived only to a condition in which We 
hope for future gloiy ; and that we are 
in an attitude of waiting for the future 
state of adoption. But perhdps the 
word owoed may mean here simply, 
we are kept, preoervedf suotained in 
our trials, by hope. Our trials are so 
great that nothing but the prospect ctf 
future deliverance would uphold us; 
and the prospect is sufficient to enable 
us to bear them with patience. This 
is the proper meaning of the word oat e t 
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but hope that is seen, is not 
hope; for what ^ man seeth, 
why, doth he yet hope * for ? - 
25 But if we hope for that we 
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and it is often thus used in the New 
Testament See Matt viii. 25 ; xvi. 26. 
Mark iii. 4 ; viii. 35. The Syriac renders 
this, * For by liope we Utc,* The Ara" 
bic, * We are preserved by hope.' Hope 
thus sustains the soul in the midst of 
trials, and enables it tq^ beaMhem with- 
out a murmur. ^ J3ut hope that ia 
seen, Hope is a complex emotion, 
made up of an earnest desire, and an 
expectation of obtaining an object It 
has reference, therefore, to that which 
is at present unseen. But when the 
object is seen, and is in our possession, 
it <;annOt be said to be an object of 
hope. The word hope here means the 
object of hope, the thing hoped for. 
1 What a man aeeth. The word teeth 
IS used here in the sense of possessing, 
or enjoying. What a man already poe- 
fiesaes he cannot be said to hope for. 
1 fVhy, How. What a man actually 
possesses, hov can he look forwaM to 
It with anticipation t 

25. But ifve hope, &c. The effect 
here stated is one which exists every 
where. Where there is a strong desire 
fof an object, and a corresponding ex- 
pectation of obtaining it — ^which <^n- 
stitutes true hope — ^Ihen we can wait 
for it with patience. Where there is a 
strong^ desire without a corresponding 
expectation of obtaiiling it, there is 
impatience. As the Christian has a 
strong desire of fiitare glory, and as 
he has an expectation of obtaining it 
just in proportion to that desire, it fol- 
lows that he may bear trials and perse- 
cutions patiently in the hope of his fu- 
ture deliverance. Compared with onr 
future glory, our present sufferings are 
-light, and but for a moment 2 Cor. iv, 
17. In the hope of that blessed eter- 
nity which is befbre him, the Christian 
caa endure the severest trial, and bear 
the intensest pain without a murmur. 

26 Ukevfi^e the Spirit, This intro- 



see not, ^A^n do we with pa- 
tience wait for it. 

26 Likewise the Spirit also 
helpeth our infirmities : for we 



duces a new source of consolation and 
support, that which is derived from the 
Spirit It is a continuation of the ar- 
gument of the apostle, io show the sus- 
taining power ef the Christian religion. 
The " Spirit" here undoubtedly refers 
to the Holy Spirit, who dwells in us, 
and who strengthens us. ^ Helpeth, 
This word properly means, to sustain 
wth us ; to aid us in supporting. It is 
applied usually to those who unite in 
supporting or carrying a burden. The 
meaning may be thus expressed : * he 
greatly assists or aids us.' \ Our in- 
firmities. Assists us in our infirmities, 
or aids usF to bear them. The word in- 
Jirmities refers to the weaknesses to 
which we are subject, and to our vari- 
ous trials in this life. The Spirit helps 
us in this, (1.) By giving us strength 
to bear them ; (2.) By exciting us to 
make efforts to sustain them ; (3.) By 
ministering to us consolations, and 
truths, and views of our Christian pri- 
vileges, that enable us to endure our 
trials. \ For •we know ttotf 6lC, This 
is a specification of the aid which the 
Holy Spirit renders us. The reasons 
why Christians do not know what to 
pray for may be, (1.) -That they do 
not know what would be really best for 
them. (2.) They do not know what 
God might be wUling to grant them. 
(3.) They are to a great extent igno- 
rant of the character of God, the reason 
of his dealings, the principles of his 
government, and their own real wants. 
(4.) They are often in roal, deep per- 
plexity. They are encompassed with 
trials, exposed to temptations, feeble by 
disease, and subject to calamities. In 
these circumstances, if left alone, they 
would neither be able to bear their 
trii^^ls, nor know what to ask at the 
hand of God. 1 But the Spirit itself. 
The Holy Spirit ver. 9—11. 1 Mak- 
eth interceasifin. The word here used 
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know not what we should pray 
for as we ought : but* the Spi- 
rit itself maketh intercession for 
us with gtoanings which cannot 
be uttered. 

27 And he *-that searcheth the 



« Zerh.18.10. 



hIa.Vt.l9.mnAaL 



(CynMmryydvM), occurs nowhere elm in 
the New Testament. The word mvy 

?'jtWf however, is used several times, 
t means properly to be present with 
any one for. the purpose of aiding, as 
an advdcate does in a court of justice ; 
hence to intercede for any one, or to 
aid or assist in any manner. In this 
place it simply means that the Holy 
6pirit grently cutittt ot- aids us; not 
by praying for us, but in our prayers 
and infirmities. ^ With groanitiffa. 
With nghtf or that deep reefing and 
intense anxiety which exists in the op- 
pressed and burdened heart of the. 
Christian. ^ Which cannot be uttered. 
Or rather, perhaps, which is not utter- 
ed ; those emotions which are too deep 
for utterance, or for expression in arti- 
culate language. This does not mean 
that the Spirit producet these groan- 
ings ; but Uiat in these deep-felt emo- 
tions, when the soul is oppressed and 
overwhelmed, he lends us his assist* 
ance and sustains us. The phrase may 
be thus translated : ' The Spirit greatly 
aids or supports us in those deep emo- 
tions, those intense feelings, those in- 
ward sighs which cannot be expressed 
in language, but which he enaUes us 
to bear, and which are understood by 
Him that searcheth the hearts.' 

27. Jlndhe that searcheth the hearts, 
God. To search the heart is one of his 
attributes which cannot be communi- 
cated to a creature. Jer. zvii. 10. 
^ Xno-weth what is the mind of the 
Spirit, Knows the desires whidi the 
Holy Spirit exdtes and produces in 
the heart He does not need that those 
deep emotions should be expressed in 
words; he does not need the eloquence 
of language to induce him to Rear; 
but he sees the anxious feelings of the 
loul, and. is ready to aid and to bless. 



hearts knoweth what is t^e mind 
of the Spirit, because ^.he mak- 
eth intercession, for the saints 
according '^ to the will of God. 

28 And we know * that aU 
things work together for good 

t m, that, c lJiM.i.1,4. d Fk.i6 J .2. H^.lt.6-ia. 

^ Jilaketh intercession for the saints,. 
Aids and directs Christians. \ Accord' 
inff to the will of God, Crreck, ' Ac- 
cording to God.' . It is according to hb 
will in the following respects :'(].) The 
Spirit is given according to his will. It 
i« his gracious purpose to grant his aid 
to all who truly love him. (2.) The 
desires which he excites ijx the Heart 
of the Christian are those which are 
according to his will ; they are such as 
God wishes to exist — the contri.te, hum- 
ble, and penitent pleading of sinners 
for mercy. (3.) He superintends and 
guards Christians in their prayers. It 
is not meant that they are infallible, or 
that they never make an imj^oper pe 
tition, or have an improper desire ; but 
that he has a general superintendence 
over their minds, and that so far as 
they will yield themselves to his direc- 
tion, they shall not be led into error. 
That man is most safe who yields him- 
self most entirely to the influence of 
the Holy Spirit And the doctrine here 
stated is one that is full of consolation 
to the Christian. We are poor, and 
needy, and ignorant, and blind ; we are 
the creaturee of a day, and are crushed 
before the moth. But in the midst of 
our feebleness we may look to God for 
the aid of his Spirit, and rejoice in his 
presence, and in his power to sustain 
us in our sighings, and to guide us in 
our wanderings. 

28. And toe knovf. This verse in- 
troduces another source of consolation 
and support, drawn from the' fact that 
all things are under the direction of an 
infinitely wise Being, who has purposed 
the salvation pf the Christian, and who 
has so appointed all things that they 
shall contribute to it ^ All things. 
All our afflictions and trials ; dl the 
persecutions and calamides to which 
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to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to 
his purpose. . 

we are exposed. Though they are nu- 
merous and long-continued, yet they 
are amdng the means that are appoint- 
ed for our welfare. ^ fFork together 
for good. They shall co-operate ; they 
shall mutually contribute to our good, 
l^ey take off our aflfections from this 
world ; thoy teach us the truth about 
our frail, transitory, and dying condi- 
tion ; they lead us to look to Grod for 
support, luid to heaven for a final home ; 
and they produce a subdued spirit, a 
humble temper, a patient, tender, and 
kind disposition. This has l)een the 
experience of all saints ; and at the end 
of life they have been able to say it was 
good for tibem to be afilicted. Ps. cxix. 
67. 71. Jer. xxxL 18, 19. Heb.xiL 11. 
1 For good. For our real welfare ; for 
the promotion of true piety, peace, and 
happiness in our hearts. ^ To them 
that love God, This is a characteris- 
tic of true piety. To them, afflictions 
are a blessing. To othersj^they often 
prove otherwise. On others they are 
sent as chastisements; and they pro- 
duce nvurmurihg, instead of peace ; re- 
bellion, instead of submission ; and an- 
ger, impatience, and hatred, instead of 
c^mness, patience, and love. The 
Christian is made a better man by re- 
ceiving afflictions as they should be 
received, and by desiring that they 
should accomplish the purpose for 
which they are sent ; the sinner is made 
more hardened by resisting theip, and 
refusing to submit to their obvious in- 
tention and design. ^ To them who 
are the called. Christians are often 
represented as called of God. The 
word (sMrroc) k soi^etimes used to de- 
note an exUimal invitation, offer, or 
calling. Matt. xx. 16 ; xxiL 14. ^ But 
excepting in these places, it is qsed in 
the New Testament to denote those 
who had accepted the call, and werd 
true Christians. Rom..i. 6, 7. 1 Cor. i. 
it, 24. Rev; xvii. 14. .It is evidently 
used in this sense here — ^to denote those 



29 For whom he did fore- 
know, * he also did predestinate 
to be conformed to the image of 
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who were true Christians. The con- 
nexidn, as well as the usual meftning 
of the word, requires us thus to, utoder- 
stand it Christians are said to be 
called because God has mvited them 
to be saved, and has sent into their 
hearts such an influence as to make 
the call efllectual to their salvation. In 
this way their salvation is to be traced 
entirely to Godi ^ Mcording to hi$ 
purpose, . The word here rendered 
purpose {ir^o^tTic) means properly a 
proposition, or a laying down any tMng 
in view of others ; and is thus applied 
to the bread that was laid on the table 
of show-bread. Matt xii. 4. Mark it 
36. Luke vi. 4. Hence it means, when 
applied to the mind, a plan or purpose 
of mind. It implies that God had a 
plan, purpose, or intention, in regard 
to all who became Christians. They 
are not saved by chance or hap-hazard. 
God does not convert men without de- 
sign ; and his deigns are not new, but 
are eternal. What he does, he always 
meant to do. What it is right for him 
to do, it was right always to intend to 
do. What God always meant to-do, is 
his purpose or plan. That he has sudi 
a purpose in regard to the salvation of 
his people, is often affirmed. Rom. ix. 
11. Eph. L 11; iiin. 2 Tim. i. 9. 
Jer. li. 29. This purpose of saving 
his people is, (1.) One over which a 
creature can have no control ; it is ac- 
cording to the counsel of his own will. 
Eph. i. 11. (2.) It is without any 
merit on the part of the sinner — a pur- 
pose to save him by grace. 2 Tim. i. 9. 
(3.) It » eternal. Eph. iii 11. (4.) It 
is such as should excite lively ghttitiide 
in aU^rho^have been inclined by Um 
grace of God to accept the offers of 
eternal life. They owe it to the mer» 
mercy of God, and they should acknow- 
ledge him as the fountain and aooKe 
of all their hopes of heaven. 

29. For whom he did foreknom. 
The word used here (^ec«>M») has beeo 
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his Son, that he might be the 



die Ribject of almost ondleM dupotet 
in regard to ito meanmg in this place. 
The literal meaning of the word can- 
not be a matter of dispute. It denotes 
properly to know beforehand f to be 
acquainted with future evento. But 
whether it means here simply to know 
that certain penons would become 
Christians ; or to ordain, and consti- 
tnte them to he ChristtaiM, and. to be 
ea¥ed, has been a subject of almost 
endless discussion. Without entering 
at large into an investigation of the 
word, perhaps the following remarks 
may throw lig^t on it ( I.) It does 
not here have reference to all the 
human family; for all are not, and 
have not, been -conformed to the im- 
age of his Son. . It has reference 
therefore only to those who would be- 
come Christians, and be saved.^ (2.) 
It implies certain knowledge. It was 
certainly fisreseen, in some way, that 
they would believe, and be saved. 
There is nothing, therefcHre, in regard 
to them that is contingent, or su^ect 
to doubt in the divine Mind, since it 
was certainly foreknown. - (3,) The 
event which was thus foreknown must 
have been, for some cause, certain and 
'fixed f since an uncertain event could 
not be possibly foreknown. To talk 
of foreknowing a contingent evept, that 
is, of foreknowing ah event as certain 
which may or may ^^ot exist, is an ab- 
surdity. (4.) In what way such an 
event became certain is not determined 
by the use of 'this word; But it must 
have been somehow in connexion with 
a divine appointment or arrangement, 
feince in no other way can it be con- 
ceived to be certain: While the word 
used here, therefore, does not of neces- 
sity ,mean to decree, yet its use sup- 
|M>ses that there was a purpose or plan ; 
and the phrase is an explanation of 
what the apostle had just said, that it 
was according: to the purpote of God 
that they were called. This passage 
iioes not affirm wAy, or how, or on 
-what grounds Ood foreknew that some 
of the hum. i ftmily would be saved. 



first-born among many brethren. 

It simply affirms the fiict; and the 
mode in which those who will belieTe 
were designated, must be determined 
from other sources. Tliis passage 
simi^ teaches that he knew them ; that 
his eye was fixed on them ; that he re- 
garded them as to be conformed to hie 
Son ; and that, thus knowing them, he 
designated them to eternal life. The 
Syriac renders it in eccordance with 
this interpretetion : *And from the 
beginning he knew them, and sealed 
them with the image of bis Son,' &c. 
As, however, none would believe but 
by the influences of his Spirit, it follows 
that they were not foreknown on ac- 
count of any faith which they would 
themselves exercise, or-any good works 
which they would Uiemselves perform, 
but according to the purpose or plan of 
God himself. 5 ^^ f^^'o did predeati" 
nate. See the meaning of the original of 
this word explained in Notes on ch. i. 4 
See also Note oh Acts iv. 2S,and 1 Cor. 
ii 7. In these places the word evidently 
means to determine, purpose, or decree 
beforehand ; and it must have this 
meaning here. No other idea could 
be consistent with the proper meaning 
of the word, or be intelligible. It is 
clear also that it does not refer to eX' 
temal privileges, but to real conversion 
and piety : since that to which they 
were predestinated was' not the exter- 
nal pnvilege of the gospel, but confor- 
mity to his Son, and salvation. See 
ver. .30. No passage could possibly 
teach in stronger language that it was 
God's purpose to save, those who will 
be saved, Eph. i. 5, " Having pre 
destinqted us uiito the adoption of chil- 
dren by Jesus Christ unto himself.'' 
ver. 11, " Being predestinated accord- . 
ing tothe purpose of Him who worketh 
all things after the counsel of his own 
will." ^ To be conformed to thp image 
pfhi» Son. To resemble his Son ; to 
be of like form with the image of his 
Son. We may learn here, (1.) That 
God does not determine to save men, 
whatever th^lr character may be. The 
decree is not to save them in their 
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30 Moreover, wltom he did 
predestinate, them he also call- 
ed : " and whom he called, them 
he also justified^ * and whom he 
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nnB, or whether they he sinful or holy. 
But it has primary xespect to their 
character. It ia that they 9houtd be 
hofy ; and, as a contequence of ^is, 
that they should he saved. (2.) T^^e 
0nly evidence whic]^ we can have that 
we are the suhjects of his gracious pur- 
pose is, that we are in fact conformed 
to the Lord Jesos Christ For this 
was the design of the decree. This 
is the only satis&ctory proof of piety ; 
and by this alone can we determine 
that we are interested in his gracious 
plan of saving men. \ ^That he trdght 
be the JOrtt-borru The first-bom 
wnovi% the Hebrews had many pecu- 
liar privileges. The idea here |s, (1.) 
That Christ might be pre-eminent as 
the model and exemplar ; that he might 
be elothed~with peculiar honours, and 
be so regarded in his church ; and yet, 
(2.) That he might still, sustain a fra- 
ternal relation to them ; that he might 
be one in the same great family of 
Grod .where all are sons. Comp. Heb. 
it 12 — 14. 1 Many brethren. Not 
a few. The purpose of God is that 
many of the human family -shall be 
saved. 

30. MoreweTj &c. In this verse, 
in order to show to Christians the true 
consolation to he derived fcoin the fact 
that they are predestinated, the apostle 
states the connexion between that pre- 
destination and their certain .salvation. 
The one implied the other* ^ Whom 
he. did predestinate. AU whom he 
did predestinate. \ Them he alto 
called. Called by his Spirit to become 
Christians. He called, not merely by 
an external iAyitation, but in such a 
way as that they infact-werp justified. 
Tbls cannot refer simply to an exter- 
nal call of the gospel, since those ytho 
are here said to be called are said also 
CO be justified and glorified. The 
meaning is, that there is a certain con- 

Q 



justified, them he also glorified/ 
31 What shall we then say 
to these things ? If ^ God he 
for us, who can be against us ? 
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nexion between the predestination and 
the call, which will he manifested in 
due. time. The connexion is so cer* 
tain that the one infallibly secures the 
other. Y ffe Justified. See Note, ch. 
iii. 24. Not that he justified them 
Jrom eternity f for this was not true ; 
and if it were, it would also follow that 
he glorified them from eternity, which 
would be an absurdity. It means that 
there is a re^xiWx sequence of events — 
the predestination precedes and secures 
the' calling ; and the calling precedes 
and secures the justification. The one 
is connected in the purpose of God 
with the other ; and the one, in fact, 
does not take place without the other, 
llie purpose was in eternity. The 
calling and justifying tn <sme. \ Them 
he also^ glorified. This refers proba- 
bly to heaven. It meians that there is 
a connexion between justification and 
glory. The one does mtt exist without 
the other in its own proper time ; as 
the calling does not subsist without the 
act of justification. This proves^ there- 
fore, the doctrine of the perseverance 
of the saints. There is a connexion 
infallible and ever existing between 
the predestination and the final salva- 
tion./ They who are subjects of the 
one are partakers of the other. That 
this is the sense is clear, (1.) Because 
it is the liatural and obvious ^meaning 
of the passage. (2.) Because this only 
would meet the design of the argument 
of the apostle. For how would it be a 
source of consolation to say. to them 
that whom God foreknew he predesti- 
nated, and wbpm he predestinated he 
called, and whom he called he justi6ed, 
and whom he justified might fall a-way 
and be lost for ever ? 

31. What shijill we then say, &.C. 
What fairly follows from the facts 
stated ? or what conclusion shall w* 
draw in . regard to the power of th* 
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82 He * that spared not his 
own Son, but delivered him up 
for us all, how shall he not 
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ChrUtian religion to support us in o«ir 
trials from ^e considerations which 
hsTe been stated 1 What the influence 
f f he proceeds to state. ^ Jf God be 
for U9. Be on our side, or is our 
friend, as he has shown himself to be 
by adopting us (ver. 16), by granting 
to us his Spirit (ver. 16, 17. 26, 27), 
and by his gracious purpose to save 
us (ver. 29, 30). K Who can be 
a^tiinst us ? Who can injure or de- 
stroy us 1 Sinners may be against us, 
and so may the great enemy of our 
souls, but Uieir power to destroy us is 
taken away. God is more mighty than 
all our foes ; and he can defend and 
save us. See Ps. czviiL 6, ** The 
Lord is on my side , I will not fear 
what man can do unto me.** The pro- 
position advanced in this verse, Paul 
proceeds to illustrate by various specifi- 
cations, which continue to the end of 
the chapter. 

32. He that spared not. Who did 
not retain, or keep from sufTering and 
death. ^ Hit oion Son. Who thus 
gave the highest proof of love that a 
father could give, and the higheiit 
demonstration of his willingness to do 
good to those for whom he gave him. 
Y Hut delivered him up. Gave him 
into the hands of men, and to a cruel 
death. Note, Acts ii. 23. ^ For us all. 
For all Christians. The connexion re- 
quires that this expression should be un- 
derstood here witu this limitation. The 
argument for the security of nil Chris- 
tians is here derived from the fact, that 
God had shown them equal love in 
giving his Son for them. It was not 
merely for the apostles; not only for 
the rich, and the great; but for (he 
most humble and obscure of the flock 
of Christ For them he endured as Se- 
vere pangs, and expressed as much 
love, as for the rich and the great that 
ehall be redeemed. The most htimble 
and obscure believer may derive con- 
solation from the fact Uiat Christ died 



with him also freely give us all 
things? 

33 Who * shall lay any thing 

Sot him, and that God has expressed 
the highest love for him which we can 
conceive to be possible. ^ Hov shall he 
not. His giving his Son is a proof that 
hd will give to us all things that we need. 
The argument is from the greater to 
the less. He that has given the greater 
gift will not withhold the less. ^ All 
thing's. All things that may be heed- 
ful for our welfare. These things he 
will give freely ; without money and 
without price. His first great gifi, that 
of his Son, was a free gift; and all 
others that wo may need will be given 
in a similar manner. It is not by 
money, nor by our merit, but it is by 
the mere mercy of God ; so that from 
tiie beginning to the end of the work 
it is all of grace. We eee here, (1.) 
The privilege of being a Christian. He 
has the friendship of God ; has been 
favoured with the highest proofs of di- 
vine love; and has assurance that he 
shall receive all that he needs. (2.) He 
has evidence that God will contini^e to 
be his friend. He that has given hi* 
Son to die for his people will not with- 
draw the lesser mercies that may be 
necessary to secure their salvation. 
The argument of ihe apostle here, 
therefore, is one that strongly shows 
that God wiU nqt forsake his children, 
but will keep them to eternal life. 

33. ffTio shall lay any thing to the 
charge* This expression is taken from 
courts of law, and means, who shall 
accuse, or condemn, or so charge with 
crime before the tribunal of God as to 
cause their condemnation! \ God's 
elect. His chosen people. Those' who 
have been chosen according to his 
eternal purpose. Note, ver. 28. As 
they ar^ the chosen of Grod, they are 
dear to him ; and as he purposed to 
save them, he will do it in such a way 
as that none can bring against them 
a charge that would condemn them. 
1 It is God that justijieth. That is, 
who has pardoned them, and admitted 
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to the charge of God's elect ? 
It '^ is God th^t justifieth. 

34 Who ia he that condemn- 
eth ? // is Christ that died, yea 
rather, that i& risen again, who 

• BaT.lS.10^U. 
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them td his fiivoar; and pronounced 
ihemjutt in his sight Note, cb. i, 17; 
iiL 24. it would be absurd to suppose 
that he would again c<Hid^mn them. 
The fact that he has justified them is, 
therefore, a strong proof that thej will 
be saved. This ihay be read - with 
more foroe as a question, '* Who shall 
lay any thing to the charge of Grod's 
electl Shall Qod who justifieth r The 
Greek will bear either mode of render- 
ing. The passage implies that there 
would be a high degree of rabsiirdity in 
supposing that the same Being Would 
both justify and condenm the same 
indiTidual.. Tlie Christian, therefore, is 
secure. 

34. WhQ it he that eondemneth ^ 
Who shall pass sentence of condemna- 
tion, and consign to perdition 1. The 
office of passing sentence of condemna- 
tion on men shall pertain to Christ, 
the judge of quidL and dead, and the 
apostle proceeds to say that it was cer- 
tain that he would not condemn the 
elect of God. They .were therefore se- 
cure. 1 It is Christ, that die(L Or as 
it may be rendered, * Shall Christ whd 
has died, condemn them V ^The argu- 
ment h49re is, that as Christ died to 
tave them, and not to destroy them, 
he will not condemn them* His death 
for them is a security that he will not 
condemn them. As he died to save 
them, and. as they have actually em- 
braced his salVation, there ia the high- 
est security that he will not condemn 
them. This is the Jirat argument for 
their security from the death of Christ 
5 Tea rather, that it riten again. 
This is a tecond consideration for 
their security from his work. Be rose 
for their Juttijication (Note, eh. iv. 
26) ; and as this was the object which 
he had in view, it follows that he will 
not condemli them. - 1 flT^o *• even ai 



is even at the right hand of God, 
who . also ntaketh intercession 
for us. 

' 35 Who shall separate, us 
from the l<^ve . of Christ ? Shall 



the right hand of God. Invested with 
power, and dignity, and authority in 
heaven. This is a third consideration to 
show that Christ wiU not condemn us, 
and that Christians are secure. He is 
clothed with power ; he is exalted to 
honour ; he is placed at the head of all 
things. And this solemn enthronement 
and investiture with power over the 
universe, is with express reference to 
the* salvation of his church and peo{^e. 
Matt xxviii. 18, 19. John xvii. 2. 
Eph. L 20-^23. The Christian is, 
therefore, under the protection of 
Christ, and is fecure from being con- 
demned by htm. f tVho alto iftaketh 
intercettion for ut, Npte, ver. 26 
Who pleads our cause ; who aids and 
assist us; who i»esents ^ur interests 
hefore the mercy^seat in the heavena 
For this purpose he ascended to hea- 
ven. Heb.vH. -25. This is the/o«r/A 
consideration which the apostle urges 
for the security of Christians drawn 
from the work of Christ By all these, 
he -argues^ their complete security fi-om 
being subject to condemnation by him 
who shall pronounce the doom of all 
mankind, and therefore their complete 
safety in the day of ju<l^ent Having 
the Judge of all lor our friend, we ass 
safe. 

35. Who thall separate tu. That 
is, finally or entirely separate us. This 
is a new Argument of the apostle, show- 
ing his strong confidence in the safety 
of the Christian. -5 From the love of 
Chritt. This expression is ambiguous; 
and may mean either our love ifo Christ 
or hit love to us. I understand it in 
the former sense, and suppose it means, 
* Who shall cause us to cease to love the 
Saviour?' In other words, the love 
which Chiistkms have for their Redeem- 
er is so strong, that it will surmount 
and*Bnrvive all opfwaition and all trial* 
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tribulation^ or distress, or perse- 
eution, or famine, or itakedness, 
or peril, or sword ? 
86 As it is written, * For ihy 
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The Tenon far ao ntoderatandinf the 
exprewbii it, tlieft it U not conceivable 
bow tfllfctiotts, 6k, fhould have any 
tendency to alienate Ghriet'e Xorefrom 
ttf; bat their sappofted tendency to 
alienate mr love from htm might be 
very etrong. They sta endured in hie 
oaiue. They are caneed* in a good de- 
gree, by profeeoed attachment to him. 
The peraecutione and triale to which 
Chiietians are expoeed on acconnt of 
their profeaaed attadiment to him, 
might be supposed to make them weaiy 
of a serrioe that involved so many 
trials. But no, says the apostle. Our 
love for him is so strong that we are 
willing to bear all; and nothing that 
these foes of our peace can do, can 
%lienate us from him and from his 
<!attse. The argument, therefore, is 
drawn from the strong love of a Chris- 
tian to his daviour; and fi^m the as- 
sursnce that nothing would be able to 
separate him from that love. 5 Shall 
tribulation (dx/^tf). Note, ch. ii. "9. 
The word properly refers to presture 
from without; affliction arising from 
external causes. It means, however, 
not unfrequently, trial of any kind. 
5 Or di9tre»9 if*n99^m^U), This word 
propeHy means natrovme^ of place / 
and then, great anxiety and ^&itress of 
mind, such as arises when a man does 
not know whero t6 turn himself or 
what to do for relieC It refers,' ther^- 
foro, to di st ress or anxiety of nUndf 
such as the early Christians were often 
sul^eet tofiom their trials and perse- 
cutions. 2 Cor.^viL 6, << WiUiout wero 
fightings, ioithin were fearo,** See 
Note, R<Hn; ii. 9. ^ Or per§ecution. 
Note, Matt v. Ill To these the early 
Christians . wero donstantly expoeed. 
1 Or famine. To tins they were alsc 
exposed as the natural result of being 
driven from home, and of being often 
'>(>etied to wander amidst strangers. 
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sake we are killed all the day 
long ; we are acconnted as 
sheep for the slaughter. 

37 Nay, in * ail these things 
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and in deserts and desolate places. ^ Or 
periL Danger of any kind, f Or 
noord. The sword of persecution ; the 
danger ef their lives to which they 
were constantly exposed. As aH these 
things happened to them in ^^onee- 
quenoe of their p r o f e s s e d attadiment 
to Christ, it might be supposed that they 
would tend to alienate their minda.from 
him. But the apostle was assured that 
they had not this power, but that their 
love to the Saviour was so strong as to 
overcome all, and to bind them anal- 
terably to his cause in the midst of the 
deepest trials. The fMt is, that the 
more painful the trials to which they 
are exposed on his account, the more 
strong- and unwavering is their love to 
him, and thar confidence in his ability 
to save* 

- 86. Jit it io^ToriUen. Ps. xliv. S3. 
This, passage the apostle quotes not as 
having originally reference. to Chris- 
tians, but as aptly deocriptive of their 
condition. The condition of saints in 
the time of the psalmist was similar to 
that of Christians in the time of PauL 
The same language would express both. 
5 Fof^thy take. lii thy cause; or on 
account of attachment to thee. 1 Ws 
are killed. We are antgect to, or ex- 
posed to death. We endure safferings 
equivalent to dying. ' Comp. 1 Cor. iv. 
9, <«God hath iset forth us the apostles 
last, ae it were appointed to death** 
1 *AU the day fon^.^ontinually ; con- 
stantly. There is no intermission to 
our danger, and to our <Bxposure to 
death. 5 We are accounted. We are 
reckohed; we are regarded, or deah 
with. That is, our enemies judge that 
we ought to die, and deem us the ap- 
propriate subjects of slaughter, with as 
Uttle concern, or remorse as the lives 
of sheep are taken. 

37. JVbjr- But Notwithstanding 
our severe pressures and trials, t ^ 
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ive are more than conqnerors, 
through him • that loved us. 



• JihI«M» 



ail these things. In the very midst 
of them ; while we are endiirin|[ them 
we are ahle to triumph. Comp. 1 Cor. 
XV. 57. .1 fVe are more than conquer' 
ort. - We gain the victory. That is, 
they have not power to subdue us ; to 
alienate our love and confidence; to 
produce apostasy. We >ire the victors, 
not they. Our faith is not destroyed ; 
our love is not diminished ; our hope 
is not blasted. But it is not simple 
victory ; it is not mere life; and conti- 
nuance of what we had before; it is 
'more than'simple triumph ; it augments 
our &ith, increases our strength, ex- 
pands our love to Christ. The' word 
used here is a strung^ emphatic expres- 
Bion, such as the apostle Paul often em- 
ploys (comp. 2 Cor. iv. 17), and which 
is used with great force and appropri- 
ateness here. \ Tivr^ugh him, dec. 
Not by their own strength or power. 
It was by the might of the Saviour, and 
by his power pledged to them, and con- 
firmed by the love evinced when he 
gave himself for them. Comp. Phil. iv. 
13, "I* I can do all things through Christ 
who strength'eneih me.'' 

38. For I am persuaded. I have a 
strong and unwavering confidence. 
Latin Vulgate, *Tam certain' The 
expression here implies unwaveling 
certainty. 1 ^''either death. Neither 
the fear of death, nor all the pains and 
tortures of the dying scene, even in the 
most painful trials of persecution ; death, 
in no form. \ JV«r life. Nor the hope 
of life; the love of life; the o0er of 
life made to us by our persecutors, oh 
condition of abjuring our Christian 
faith. The words evidently refer to 
times of persecution ; and it was not 
unrommon for persecutors to offer life , 
to Christian^, on condition of their re- 
nouncing attachment to the Saviour, 
and Offering sacrif^.ce to idols. All that 
was demanded in the times of persecu- 
iion under the Roman emperors was, 
that they should throw a few grains of 
tnoenae on the altar of a heathen god, 

q3 



38 For ( am persuaded, that 
* neither death, nor life, nor an- 
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as expressive of homage to the idol. 
But even this they would not do. The 
hope of life on so very eai^ terms 
would not, could not, alienate them 
firom the love of Christ ^ ^^r a^^ 
gtls. It [Seems to be apparent that 
gowl angels cannot be intended here. 
The apostle was saying that nothing 
would separate Christians from the 
love of Chritt. Of course, it would be 
implied that the things which he spe- 
cifies might be supposed to have some 
power OT tendency to. do it But it is 
not conceivable that good angels, who 
are -'sent forth to minister for them 
who, shall be heirs of salvation" (Heb. 
i. 1^, should seekto alienate the minds 
of Christians from the Saviour, or that 
their influence should have any such 
tendency. It seems to be clear, there- 
fore, that he refers to the designs and 
temptations of evil spirits. The word 
angels is applied to evil spirits in Matt 
IX V. 41. 1 Cor. vi. 8. 1 JSTorprind' 
palities {'xXft))* This word usually 
reifers to magistrates and civil rulers. 
But it is also applied to evil angels, as 
having dominion oveF men. Eph. vi. 
12, <* For we wrestle against. . . .pWn^ 
cipaKHesr Col. ii 15, ** And having 
spoiled principalities." 1 Cor. xv. 24, 
*'When he shall \aife put down all 
rule :** Greek, ^tx^- Some have sup> 
posed that it refers here to magbtrates 
and those in authority who pe,rsecated 
Christians; but the connexion of the 
word with angels seems to require us 
to understand it of evil spiriU. - ^ J>t»r 
powers: ' Thb word (Jufd/uate} is often 
applied to magistrates; but it is also 
applied to evil spirits that have domi- 
nion over men. 1 Cor. xv, 24. The 
ancient Rabbins also give the name 
powers io evil angels. (Schleusner.) 
There can be no doubt that the Jews 
were accustomed to divide the jangels 
of heaven into various ranks and orders, 
traces of which cuatom we find often 
in the Scriptures. And there is vJso 
reason to suppose that they made such 
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gels, nor principalities, nor pow- 
ers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, 

39 Nor height, nor depth, nor 

a diTimon with reference to evil an- 
gels, regarding Satan as their leader, 
and other evil apirils, divided into vari- 
ous ranks, as subordinate to him. See 
Matt xzv. 41. Eph. vL 12. Col. ii. 15. 
To such a division there is probably 
reference here; and the meaning is, 
that no order of evil angels, however 
powerful, artful, or numeroiis, would 
be able to alienate the hearts of Chris- 
tians from their Redeem^r, 5 ^or 
tMngt preaenU Calamities and perse- 
cutions to which we are now subject. 
^ ^or ihinga to corner Tfials to which 
we may be yet exposed. It evinced 
strong confidence to say that no possi- 
ble trials should be sufficient to destroy 
their love for Christ 

39. J^or height. This has been 
variously understood,. Some have re- 
garded it as referring to evil spirits in 
die air; others, to high and bfty spe- 
culation in doctrine ; others, to heaven 
— to all that is in heaven. I regard it 
here as synonymous with prosperity, 
honour, elevation in . this life. The 
meaning is, that no possible drcum' 
stances in which Christians could be 
placed, though surrounded with wealth, 
honour, splendour, and though elevated 
to rank and office, coi;ild alienate them 
trorn the love of Christ The tendency 
of these things to alienate the mind, to 
engross the affections, and to occupy 
the time, all know; but the apostle 
says that even these would not be suf- 
fiaent to withdraw their strong love 
from the Lord Jesus .Christ ^ J\ror 
depth. Nor the low^t circumstances 
of dlepression, poverty, contempt, and 
want; the very lowest rank of life. 
\ J^ov any other creature. Nor any 
ither created thing; any other things 
ill the universe ; any thing^ that .can 
occur. This expresses the most un- 
wavering confidence that all who were 
Christians would certainly continue to 
love the Lord' Jesus, aiMl be saved. 



any other creatnre, shall be able 
to separate as from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. 

t ShaU be able. Shall have po-we;* to 
do it The love to Christ is stronger 
than any influence which they can 
exert on the mind. 5 The love of God, 
The love which we have to God. 
1 Which is in Qhrist Jesus. Which 
is produced and secured by his work. 
Of which he is the bond, the connect- 
ing link. It was caused by his media- 
tion ; it is secured by his influence , it 
is in and through him, and him alone, 
that n>en love God. There is no true 
love of God'which is not produced by 
the work of Christ There is no man 
who truly loves the Father, who does 
not do it in, and by the Son. 

Perhaps theire is no chapter in the 
Bible on the whole so interesting and 
consoling to the Christian *as 4his ; and 
there t^rtainly is not to be found aay 
where a specimen of more elevated, 
animated, and lofty eloquence 93^ ar- 
gumentation. We may remark in view 
of it, (I.) That it is the. highest honour 
that can be conferred on mor|al man to 
be a Christian. (2.) Our trials in this 
life are scarcely worth regarding in 
comparison with our future gloiy. 
(3.) C^alamities should be borne with- 
out a murmur; nay, without a sigh. 
(4.) The Christian has every possible 
security for his safety. The purposes 
of God, the work of Christ, the aid of 
the Holy Grhost, and the tendency of 
All events under the direction of his 
Father and Friend, conspire to secura 
his welfare and salvation. (5.) With 
what thankfulness, then, should lye ap- 
proach the God of mercy. In the gos- 
pel, we. have a blessed and cheering 
hope which nothing else can produce, 
and which nothing can destroy. Safe 
in the bands of Gpd our Redeemer, we 
may commit our way to him, whether 
it lead through persecutions, or trials, 
or sickness, or a martyr's grave ; and 
triumphantly we may wait uutU the 
day of our complete adoption, the ei>- 
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CHAPTER IX. 
r SAY the truth' in Christ, 
I lie not, my conscience also 

tire redemption of soul tnd bodj, shall 
folly comei 

CJHAPTER IX. 
This chapter opens in some degree 
a new. train of thought and argumenta- 
tion. Its main design probably was to 
meet objections which would be alleged 
against the positions advanced and de- 
fended in the previous parts, of the 
epistle. In the previous chapters, Piail 
had defended the position .that the bar- 
rier between the Jews and Gentiles had 
been removed ; that the Jews could not 
be saved by any eoitemal advantages 
which they possessed; that, all were 
alike guilty. before God; and that there 
was but one way for Jews and Gent 
tiles of salvation — by faith in Jesus 
Christ ch. i. ii.iii. He had stated the 
bene^ts of this plan (ch.v.),|uid show- 
ed its bearmg in accomplishing w,hat 
the law of Mosee could not ^ect in 
overcoming sin. ch»vi. viL In ch. viiL 
he had stated also on what principles 
this was done; that it was liccording 
to the purpose of God— the prilipiple 
of electing mercy applied indiscrimi- 
nately to the moMS of guilty Jews and 
Gentiles.' To this statement two .ob- 
jections might arise : first, that it was 
unjust ; and second, that the whole ar- 
gument involved a departure from the 
promises made to the Jewish nation. 
It might further be supposed that the 
apostle had ceased to feel an interest 
in his countrymen, and had become 
the exclusive advocate of the Gentiles. 
To meet these objectbns and feelings, 
seems to have been the design of thiff 
chapter. He shows them, (ll) His un 
abated love for his countrymen, and 
regard for their welfare, ver, 1 — 6. 
(2.) He shows them from their own 
writings that the principle. of elecHon 
had existed in former times — in the 
case of Isaac (ver. 7 — 13) ; in the 
writings of Moses (ver. 16) ; in the 
case of Pharaoh (ver. 17) ; and in the 
jirophecies of Hoaea and. Isaiah (ver. 



CHAPTER IX. 



187 



bearing me witness in the Holy 
Ghost, 
2. That I have great heaviness 

25—29). (3.) He takes occasion 
throughout .the chaper to vindicate this 
princjiple of the divine administration ; 
to answer objections* and to show tliat, 
on the acknowledged principles of the 
did Testament, a part of the Jewish 
nation might be rejected ; and that it 
was the purpose of God to eall others 
to the pnviieges of the people of God. 
ver. 16. 19^23. 25, 26. 29—33. The 
chapter, therefore, has not reference to 
national election,, or to choice to exter- 
nal privileges, but has direct reference 
to the doctrine of the election to salva- 
tion .which- had been stated in ch. viiL 
To suppose that it refers merely to ex* 
temal privileges and motional distinc- 
tions, makes the whole discussion un- 
connected, unmeaning, and unneces- 
sary. 

1. / tay the truth. In what I am 
about to affirm respecting my attach- 
ment to the nation and people. ^ In 
Christ* Most interpreters regi&rd this 
as a form of an oath, as equivalent to 
calling Christ to witness. It is cer- 
tainly- to be regarded, in its obvious 
sense, as an appeal to Christ as the 
searcher of the heart, and as the judge 
of falsehood. Thus the. word trans- 
lated^' in" (w) is used in the form oi 
an oath in Matt v., 34 — 36. Rev. x. 6, 
Greek, We are to remember that the 
apostle was addrrasing those who had 
been Jews ; and the expression -has all 
the force of an oath by the Jkkeaiah* 
This shows that it^is right on gre^t 
and solemn occasions, an^in a solemn 
niflomer, ▲vn thus ohlt, to appeal to 
Chris,t for the. sincerity of our motives 
and for the truth of what we say. And 
it shows. further, that it is righP to re- 
gard the Lord Jesus Christ as present 
with us, as searching the heart, as ca- 
pable of detecting innncerity, hypocri- 
sy^ and perjuiy« and to therefore di- 
vine. \ J\€y conscience. Conscience 
is that act or judgment of the mind by 
which we decide on the lawfulness or 
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and contmna] sorrow in my 
heart. 
8 For I • could wish that my- 



vnlftwfubieM of our actioiis, a&d by 
whieh We instantly approve or con- 
demn them. It exists in eVety man, 
•nd is a strong witness to our integrity 
or to our guilt 1 Bearing me trit- 
nest. Testifying to the tru& of what 
I say. 1 In the Holjf Ghott: He does 
pot say ^at he speaks the truth by or 
in the Holy Ghost, as he had said of 
Christ ; but that the conscience pro- 
nounced its concurring testimony by 
the Holy Ghost; that is, conscience as 
enlightened and influenced by the, Holy 
Ghost It was not simply natural con- 
science, but it wais conscience under 
the All! influence of the EnlighteHer of 
the mind and Sanctifler of the heart 
The reasons of this solemn asseveration 
are probably the following: (1.) His 
conduct and his doctrines had led some 
to believe that he was an apostate, and' 
had lo9t his love for his countrymeq. 
He^had forsaken their institutions, and 
devoted himself to the salvation oif the 
Gentiles. He here shows them that it 
was from no want of love to them. 
(3.) The' doctrines which he was about 
to state and defend were of a similar 
character; he was about to maintain 
that tio small part of liis own countiy- 
men, notwithstanding their privileges, 
would be rejected and lost, in this 
solemn manner, therefore, he assures 
them that this doctrine had not been 
embraced because he did ttot love them, 
but because it was solemn, though most 
painful truth. He proceeds to enume- 
itete their privileges as a people, ^nd to 
show to them the strength and tehder- 
ness of his love. 

2. Great heaifineee, 'Great grief, 
i Continual «©rrow. Tha word ren- 
dered continual here teust be taken in 
a popular sense. Nbt that he Was li- 
terally all the time pressed down with 
this soiTow, but that whenever he 
thought on this suli^ct, he had great 



self were a<k!ursed * from Christ 
for my brethren, my kinsmen 
according to the flesh : 

« or, ' " 



it is a source of conshunt paiiu The 
cause of -this gp^ef, Paul ddes not ea> 
prieaeljf mention, though it is implied 
in what he immediately says. It was 
the fact that so large a part of the na- 
tion would be rejected, and cast o£ 

3. Fw* I could toioh, dec.' This 
passage has been greatly controverted. 
Some have proposed to translate it, 
•* I did wi8h,'-as referring to a former 
state, when he renounced Christ, and 
sought to advance the interests of the 
nation by opposing and defying him. 
But to this interpretation there a^ in- 
superable objections. (1.) The olject 
of the apostle is not to state his former 
feelingsj but his pretent attachment to 
his countiymen, and willingness to 
suffer for them. (2.) The proper 
graminfttioal eoAstrucUon of the word 
used here is net I d»</ wish, but I could 
desire ; that is, if the thing were possi- 
ble. It is not I do wish, or ^d wish, 
but I cou/cf desire (*Ht/;^GJu)rv), implying 
that he was wiHing now to endure it; 
that his present love for them was eo 
strong, that \l€ would, if practicable, 
save them from the threatened >ruin 
and apostasy. (3.) It is not true 
that Paul ever iid wish before his 
conversion fo; be aecnraed by Christ, 
i. e. by the Messiah. He imposed Jesus 
of Nasareth; but he did not -believe 
that he was the Messiah.' At no time 
Would he have wished to be devoted 
to destruction by tkeMejsHahy or by 
CMriei, Nothmg would have been 
n^ore terrible to a Jew ; and Saul of 
Tanus never doubted that he was the 
friend of the promised Messiah, and 
was advancing the true interests of his 
«ause, and delbndijig- the- hopes of his 
nation ugainst aii imphstor. The Word, 
therefore, expresses a' feeling which the 
apostle had, when writing diis epistle, 
in regard to the condition, and pros- 
pects of the -nation; ^ fVi!re accursed 



grief; as we say^of a painful subject^ \frpm Christ, Might be anathema by 
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4 Who are Israelites; to whom 
vertaineth the adoption, * and 
the glory, * and the * covenants, * 

a Deut.T.6. b Pi.90.16. Iia.6ai9. a or, ttttanmUt. 
t Gen.17.2. Deut.29.14. Jer.31.3Jt. 

— ■ » ■ - ■ — ^ ■■ ■- ■ ■ ■ I » I W -I ■ ■ ■■ , ■ - , 

Christy (^difa^fjtd weu isrojnZ X^wrtZ"), 
This passage has been much contro- 
verted. The word rendered accurted 
(anathema) properly means, (1.) Any 
thing that s^w tet up, or set apart, or 
consecrated to the gods in ilt^ temples, 
as spoils of war, images* statues, &;& 
This is its'classical^ Greek meaning. It 
has a similar meaning among the He- 
brews, It denoted that which was' set 
apart or consecrated to tha service of 
God, as sacrifices or offerings of^any 
kind. In this respect it is used to ex- 
press the sense of the Hebrew word 
DVI, any thinff depoted to Jehovahf 
-without the p9B9iinUty of redemption. 
Lev. xxvii. 21 ; zxviii 29. Num. xviii. 
14. Deut vii. 26. Josh. vL 17, 18; 
vii. 1. 1 Sam. xv. 21. £zek. xliv. 2^. 
(2.) As that which was thiis dedicated 
to Jehovah was alienated^ from jthe use 
of him who devoted it, and was either 
burnt >or slain, and devoted to destmo- 
tion ;a8 an offering, the word came to 
signify a devotion of any thing to de- 
ttruction,^r to complete ruin. And as 
whatever i# devoted ti> destruction may 
be said to be subject to a imree, or to 
be accuraed, the word comes to have . 
this signification. 1 Kings xx. 42. Ita. 
xxxiv. 5. Butih non\e of these cases 
does it denote eternal death* The idea, 
therefiMw, iir these places is simply, f I 
could be willing to be destroyed, or de- 
voted to death, for the sake of my coun- 
trymen.* And the apostle e^ently 
means to say that he would-be willing 
to suffer the bitteroA evils, to foiego all 
pleasure, to endure any privation and 
toil, nay, to othr his Ufe, so that, he 
might be wholly devoted to su£ferin|pt, 
as an offi)ring,.if he might be the means, 
of benefiting and saving the nation. 
For a similar ' case, see Iflx. xxxiL 32. 
This does not mean that Paul would 
be willing to be damned for ever. For, 
(1.) The words do not imply that, aiid 
will not bear it (2.) Such a deatme* 



and the giving of the lavr,.' and 
the « service of Godf and the 
promises;*^ 

d 1^147 J9. cSJL . • EX.UJB. / E|dLS.]A, 



tion could in no conceivable way bene* 
fit the Jews. (3.) Such a wiUingnesa 
is not and cannot be required. And^ 
(4.) It would be impious and absurds 
No man has a right to bo willing to be 
the eternal enemy of God ; and no maa 
ever yet was, or could be willing to en- 
dure . everlasting torments. \ Front 
Christ, By Christ Grotius thipks it 
means from the . church of Christ 
Others think it means **afier the ex- 
ample of Christ;" and others, /rom 
Christ for ever. But it evidently means 
that he was willing to be devoted liy 
t^hrist \ UB, to be regarded by him, and 
appointed by him, to suffering and 
death, if by that means he could rave 
his countrymen. It was thus the high- 
est e^preseion of true patriotism and 
boievolence. . It was an example for 
all Christiaiis and Christian ministers. 
They should be willing to be devoted 
to pain, privation, toil, and death, if 
by that they could save others firom 
ruin. , 5 My kinemen, &c. My coun- 
trymen ; all of whom he legarded as 
his kinsmen, or relation^ as descended 
firom the same ancestors. ^ According 
to the fleeh. By birth. They were of 
the same blood and parentage, though 
not now of the saoM religious belief. 

A, Who are leraelitee, Pescended 
firom Israel, or Jacob; honoured by 
having such an ancestor, and by bear- 
ing a name so diptinguished as that qf 
his deseendants. It was formerly the 
honourable appeUation of the people 
of^God. 1 To -whom pertaineth. To 
whom it beiangs. It was their elevated 
external privilege. ^ The adoption* 
Qt the liatimi into the family of God 
or to be regarded as hi» peculiar peo* 
pie. Bent vii; 6. ^ And the glory. 
The symbol of the divine presence that 
attended ' them fiDom £gypt, and that 
finally rested over the ark in the^ first 
temple-^rAe Shechinah. Ex. xui, 21, 
92} xxv; 23* f And the covenant. 
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5 Wliosc are the fathers, • 
and of whom, ^ as concerning 
the flesh, Christ eame, who is 
' over all, God blessed for ever. 
Amen. 

6 Not as though the word 
bf (jrod hath taken * none effect. 

9C.IIM. ft Lttkd 3.83,fcf. eJvoJ.l. dimM.\U 

The irarioQS compacts or jnromisefl 
which -had been made from time to 
time with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
ftnd wi& the nation ; die pledges of the 
divine protection. ^ The giving of the 
lav. On Mount Sinai. Ex. xx. Comp. 
Ps. exlvii. 19. ^ And the service of 
God, The temple service ; regarded by 
them as the pride and ornament of 
their nation. 1 And the profnitet. Of 
the Messiah ; and of the spread of the 
true religion from them as a nation. 

5. fVhote are the fathers. Who 
have been honoured with so illos- 
trious an ancestty. Who ftre descend- 
ed from Abraham, Isaac, dec On this 
they highly valued themeelves, and 
in a certain sense not unjustly. Com- 
pare Matt iii. 9. ^ Of whom. Of 
whose nation. This is plaeed as the 
crowning and most exalted privilege^ 
that their nation had given birth to the 
long-expected Messiah, the hope of 
the world. ^ A» concerning' th^Jieth, 
So far as- his huihan nature was coh- 
cemed. The use of this language sap- 
poses that there was a higher nature, 
in respect to which he was not of their 
nation. See Note, ch, i. 3. \ Chritt 
came. He had already comej and it 
was theit high honour that he v^ras one 
of their nation. ^ Who is over all. 
This is an -appeUatton that belongs 
only to the true God.. It implies su- 
preme divinity; and is full proof that 
the Messiah is divme. Much effi>rt has 
been made to show that this is not the 
true re'iiderinf , but without suocess. 
There are no various raadings in the 
Ghreek MS8. of l^y consequence ; and 
the connexion here evidently requises 
OS to- uiidetstand this of a nature that 
is not " according tp the flesh,'' i. e. 
as the apostle hese shows of the divine 



For • they are not all Tsrael 
whieh are <^ Israel. 

7 Neither, because they ara 
the seed of Abraham, are they 
all children : but in ^ Isaac shafi 
thy seed by called. 

8 That is, they which are 

■ ^1 * 

nature. ^ Qod blessed for ever. This 
is eviden% applied to the Lorj Jesus; 
an^ it proves that he is divine. If the 
tnuislation is fairly made,~^and it has 
never been proved to be erroneous, — it 
demonstrates that he is God afe well as 
man. The doxology ** blessed for ever* 
was usually added by the Jewish wri- 
ters jafter the mention oC the name 
God, as'^an expression of reverence. 
(See the various interpretations that 
have been proposed on this passage 
examined in Prof. Stuart's Notes on 
this verse.) 

6. JVot as though, dec Not as 
though thd pronuse.of God h^ entire- 
ly failed. Though I grieve thus (ver. 
2, 3), though I am deeply apprehen- 
sive for the nation, yet I do not affirm 
that all the nati<m is. to be destroyed. 
The promise of God will not entirely 
ikiL 1 JVot aU Israel. Not all the 
descendants of Jacob have the true 
spirit of Israelites, or are Jews in the 
scriptural sense of the temk See Note, 
ch. ii. 28,»9. 

7. Axe- they all children. Adopted 
into the true fiunily of God. Many of 
the descendants of Abraham were re- 
jected.' '^ ^t in Isaac. This was 
ihe promise. Gen. xxi. 12. ^ Shall -thy 
seedf&c Thy true people. This im- 
plied a s^ection^ or choice ; and there* 
iom the doctrine of election was illus- 
trated in the very commencement of 
the history of^^e nation ; and as God 
had then made such a distinction, he 
might still do it. As he had then reject' 
ed a part of the ni^tural descendants of 
AhrahanH so he might still do it. T^s 
is the argument which the apostle is 
pur^uiflg. 

8. They whir^ are the children of 
the Jhsh. The natural desceiidaBta 
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the children of the fleshy these 
are not the children of God: 
but the children * of the promise 
are counted for the seed, 

9 For this is the word of 
proiiislt. At ^ this time will I 

• OaUJS. & Oen.l8.10,U. . 

^ These are not tKe children of God, 
Are not of necessitj (he adopted chil- 
dren of God ; or are not 80 in virtue of 
their descent merely. This was in op- 
position to one of the most settled and 
deeply^herished opiniona of the JewSi 
They supposed that the mere fact of 
being a Jew, entitled a man to the bless- 
ings of the covenant, and to b^ regard- 
ed as a child of God. But the apostle 
shows them that it was not by their 
natural descent that these spiritual 
privileges were granted ; that they 
were not conferred on men simply from 
the fact that they Were Jews; and that 
consequently those who were liot Jews 
might become interest^ in Uiose spirit- 
ual blessings. , ^ But the children of 
the promise* The . descendants of 
Abridiam on whom the promised bless- 
ings would be bestowed. The sense is, 
that God*at first -contemplated a dis- 
tinction amo^ th0 desce^ant^ of 
Abrahamy aiid intended to confine his 
blessihgs to snch as he cjioee ; that is, 
to those to whom the promise particu- 
larly aj^rtained, io the descendants 
of Isaac. The argument of the apostle 
is, that the principle was thus establish- 
ed Uiat a distinction might be made 
among those who were Jews; and as that 
distinction had been made in former 
times, BO it might be under the Mesnah. 
^ Are counted. Are' regarded, or reck- 
oned. God reckons things as th^ are ; 
and therefore designed that they should 
be his true children. '^As the seed. 
The spiritual children or God ; the'paiw 
takers of his mercy and salvation. This 
refers, doubtless, to spiritual privileges 
and to salvation; and therefore has 
relation not to nations as such, but to 
individuals. . ^ 

9. For this is the loord of promise, 
Thia is the promise inade to Abtaham. 



come, and Sarah shall hare a 
son. 

10 And not only thisj but 
when Rebecca * also had con 
eeived by one, even by om 
father Isaac ; 

e OeB.S6.81,8S. 



The design of the apostle; in introdtic 
ing this, is doubtless to show to whom 
the promise appertained ; and by sped 
fying this, he shows that it had not 
reference to Ishmael, but to Isaac ^ At 
this time. ' Greek, According to, this 
time. See Gen* xviii. 10. 14. t^robably 
it means at the exikct time promised 
I'will fulfil the prediction at the very 
time. Comp. 2 Kings iv. 16. 

10. And not only this. Not only is 
the principle of making a dbtinction 
among the natural descendants of Abra- 
ham thus settled by the promise, but 
it is still further seen and illustrated in 
the birth of the two sons of Isaac. He 
had shown that the principle of thus 
making a distinction amtfng the pos- 
terity of Abraham was recognised in 
the original promise, thus proving that 
all the descendants of Abraham were 
not of course to be saved ; and he now 
proceeds to show that the principle waa 
recognised in the case of his posterity 
in the family of Isaac. And he shows 
that it is not according to any natural 
principles that the selection was made ; 
that he not only made a distinction 
between Jacob and Esau, but that he 
did it according to his good pleasure, 
choosing the younger to be the object 
of his favour, and rejecting the older, 
who, according to the custom of the 
times, was supposed to be ^titled to 
j>eculiar honour and rights. And in 
order to prove that this was done ac- 
cording to his own pleasure, he shows 
that the distinction was made befoie 
they were bom ; before they had formed 
any chaT8.dter; and,\ consequently, in 
such a way that it could "< not be pre- 
tended that it was in consequence of 
aiiy works which they had perfonned 
Y jSut nohen Rebecca, llie wife of 
Isaac. See Geiu xxv. 21. 98. 
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11 (For the ehildten being 
not yet born, neither having 
done any good or evil, that the 
purpose of God, according to 



1 1. For the children being not yet bom. 
It was not, therefore, by any works of 
theirs. ItwasnotbecaasetheyhMlfome 
ed a character and manifested qualitias 
which ir.ade this distinction proper. It 
was laid back of any such character, and 
therefore had its foundation in the pur* 
pose or plan of God. % Neither Jutting 
done anp good or evil, That is, when the 
declaration (▼er.l2) was made to Rebec- 
ca. This is a very important passage in 
regard to the question about the pur- 
poses of God. (1.) They hud done no- 
thing good or bad; and when that is 
the case, there can be, properly speak- 
ing, no moral character, for **^,ekarae' 
ter is not formed when the person has 
not acquired stable and distinctive qua- 
lities.*' Webeier, (34 That the period of 
moral agency had not yet commenced. 
Conip» Gen. xzv. 22, 23. When that 
agency commenoet, we do not know ; 
but here is a case of which it is affirm- 
ed that it had not commenced. ( ?• ) 
The purpose of God is' antecedent to 
Che formation of character, or the per- 
formance of any actions, good or bad. 
(4.) It is not a purpose fprmed beccmee 
he sees any thing in the' individuals as 
a ground for his choice, bi^t for 'some 
reason which he haa not explained, 
and which in the Scripture is simply 
called purpose^ and good ple€uure, 
Eph. i. 6. (5.) If it existed in this case, 
it does in dthers. If it waa right then, 
it n noty. And if God then dispensed 
his fiivours on this principle, hewUl now. 
But, (6.) This aiQ(irmation respecting 
Jacob and Bsau does not prove that 
they had not a nftture inclined to evil; 
or a corrupt, and sensual propensity ; or 
that they would not sin as fioon as th^ 
became moral agents. It proves merely 
that they had not yet committed actual 
sin. That they, as well as all others, 
^ould certainly §m as soon as they 
committed moral acts at iU, is proved 



elec^tion, might stand, not of 

works, but of him that calleth;) 

12 It was said unto her, the 

^ elder shall «erve flie * younger. 



i'Vr. 



• or, 



every where in the sacred Scri^ures. 
t Thfi purpdee of Gfid» Note, ch. 
viiL 28. 5 Accordhtff la election. To 
dispense his favours according to his 
sovereign will and pleasure. Those 
^vours wete not conferred in conse- 
quence of the merit* of the individuals, 
but according; to a wise plan l^fing back 
of theibmiation of their characters, and 
before they had done good or eviL 
The favours were thus conferred ac- 
cording to his choice, or election. 
\ J^ght 9tQ,nd. Might be confirmed ; 
or might be proved to be true. The 
case shows that God dispenses his &- 
vours as a sovereign. The purpose of 
God vt^B thus proved to have been 
formed without respect to the merits oif 
either. \ J^ot of ivorke. Not by any 
thing which they had done either to 
merit his fiivour or to forfeit it It was 
formted on other principles than a refer- 
ence to their works. -. So it is in rela- 
tion to aU who shall iw sa^ed. God 
has good reasons for saving those who 
shaU be saved What the reasons are 
for choosing some to life, he ha^ not 
revealed; but he ha$ revealed to ns 
that it is nM on apcount of their works, 
either performed or foreseen. \ But of 
him that caUeth, According to the will 
and purpose of him that chooses to 
dispense those (avours in this manner. 
It is not by the merit of man, but it it 
by a purpose having, its origin with 
God,, and formed and executed accord- 
ing to his good pfessure. It is also im- 
plied here that it is formed in sudi a 
way.as^to seeuie Am glory as the prir 
maiy consideration, 

. 12. ft was eaid utUo h&* By Je 
hovah* See Gen. zxv, 28. 5 The 
elder. The eldest sou, which was 
Esaqu By the law of primogemture 
among the, Hebrews, he would have 
been entitled to peculiar honours and 
pprivileges.' Bitt it ifas said that in his 
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this custom* should be reversed, 
and that he should take the rank of the 
younger. ^ Should serve. Shall be 
subject to ; shall not have the authority 
and priority, but should be inferior to. 
The passage in Genesis (xzv. 23) 
shows that this had reference particu- 
larly to the posterity of Esau, and not 
to him as an individual. The sense is, 
that the descendants of Esau, who were 
Edomites, should be inferior to, and 
subject to the descendants of Jacob. 
Jacob was to heve the priority ; the pro- 
mised land ; the promises ; and the ho- 
nour of being regarded as the chosen 
of God. There was reference here, 
therefore, to the whole train of tempo- 
ral and spiritual blessings which were 
to be connected with the two races of 
people. If it be asked how this beats on 
the argument of the apostle, we may 
reply, (1.) That it settles the principle 
that God might make a distinction 
among men, in the aame nation, and 
the same family, without reference to 
their works or character. (2.) That 
he might confer his blessings on such 
as he pleased. (3.) If this is done in 
regard to nations, it may be in regard 
to individuals. The principle is the 
same, and the justice the same. If it 
be supposed to be unjuist in God to 
make such a distinction in regard to 
individuals, it is surely not less so to 
make a distinction in nations. The fact 
that numbers are thus favoured, does 
not make it the more proper, or remove 
any difficulty. (4.) If this distinction 
may be made in regard to temporal 
things, why not in regard to spiritual 
things 1 The principle must still be 
the same. If unjust in one case, it 
would be in the other. The fact that 
it is done in one case proves also that 
it will be in the other ; for the same 
groat principle will run through all the 
dealings of the divine government. 
And as men do not and cannot com- 
plain that God makes a distinction 
among them in regard to talents, 
health, beauty, prosperity, and rank, 

R 



have I loved, but Esau have ] 
hated. 

neither can they complain if he acta 
also as a sovereig^n in the distributioa 
of his spiritual favours. They, there- 
fore, who regard this as referring only 
to temporal and national privileges, 
gain no relief in respect to the real dif< 
ficulty in the case, for the unanswer- 
able question would still be asked, why 
has not God made all men equal in 
every thing ? Why has he made any 
distinction among meni The on/y 
reply to all such inquiries is, **Even 
so, Father, for so it seemeth good in 
thy sight*' Matt. xi. 26. 

13. M it i> -written, Mai. L 2, 3. 
That is, the distribution of favours la 
on the principle advanced by the pro- 
phet, and is in accordance with the de- 
claration that God had in &ct loved the 
one and hated the other. ^ Jacob, 
This refers, doubtless, to the posterity 
of Jacob. Y ffave J loved, I have 
shown affection for that people ; I have 
bestowed on them great privileges and 
blessings, as proofs of attachment. I 
have preferred Jacob to Esau. ^ Esau* 
The descendants of Esau, the Edom- 
ites. See Mai. i. 4. \ Have I hated. 
This does not mean any positive 
hatrisd ; but that he had preferred Ja 
cob, and had -withheld from Esau those 
^privileges and blessings which he had 
conferred on the posterity of Jacob* 
This is explained in Mai. i. 3, *< And I 
hated Esau, and laid his mountains 
and hefitage waste for the dragons of 
the wilderness." Comp. Jer. xlix. 17, 
18. Ezek. XXXV. 8. It was common 
among the Hebrews to use the terms 
love and hatred in this comparative 
sense, where the former implied strong 
positive attachment, and the latter, not 
positive hatred, but merely a less love, 
or the withholding of the expressions 
of affection. Comp. Gen. xxix. 30, 31. 
Prov, xiii. 24, "He that spareth his 
rod hateth his son ; but he that loveth 
him chasteneth him betimes.'* Matt, 
vi. 24, " No man can serve two mas- 
ters, for either he will haie the one and 
love the other,'* &c Luke xiv. 26, 



t9i 



ROMANS. 



[A. D. 60. 



14 \Vhat shall we say then ? 
V * there unrighteousness with 
Ood? God forbid. 

15 For he saith to Moses, I * 
wUl have mercy on whom I will 
have mercy, and I will have 



b ExM.19. 



** If any man come to me, and hate not 
hia fiithOT and mother/' 6lc. 

li. What 9haU -we MLy then? What 
conclusion shall we draw from these 
acknowledged facts, and (irom these 
positive declarations of Scripture. \ Js 
there unrighieoutnesf xnth God? Does 
Grod do injustice or wrong? This 
charge has often been brought against 
the doctrine here advanced. But this 
charge the apostle strongly repels. He 
meets it by further showing that it is 
the doctrine explicitly taught in the 
Old Testament (ver. 15. 17), and that 
it is founded on the principles of equity, 
and on just views of the sovereignty 
of God. ver. 19—23. ^ Go4 forbid. 
Note, ch. iii. 4. 

16. For he faith to Motet, Ex. 
xxxiiL 19. 5 IvfiUhofve mercy » This 
is said by God when he declared ex- 
pressly that he would make all his 
^odnen pass before Moses (Ex. 
xxxiii. 19), and when, therefore, it 
was regarded, not as a proof of stem 
and inexorable justice, but as the very 
proof of hit benevolence, and the high- 
est which he thought proper to exhibit 
When men, therefore, under the influ- 
ence of an unrenewed and hostile heart, 
charge this as an unjust and arbitrary 
proceeding, they are resisting and per- 
verting that which God regards as the 
very demonstration of his benevolence. 
Thie sense of the passage clearly is, that 
he would choose the objects of his fa- 
vour, and bestow his mercies as he 
chose. None of the human race de- 
served his fiivour ; and ha had a right 
to pardon whom he pleased, and to 
save man on has own terms, and ac- 
cording to his sovereign will and plea- 
sure. ^ On vhom I -will have mercy. 
On whom I choooe to bestow mercy. 
The msd^ 1m does not explain. But 



compassion on whom I will 
have compassion. 

16 So then it is not of him 
that wiUeth, nor of him that 
runneth, but of God that show- 
eth mercy. 



there could not be a more positive de> 
deration of these truths, (1.) That he 
does it as a sovereign, without giving 
an account of the reason of his choice 
to any. (2.) That he does it without 
regard to any claim on the part of man ; 
or that man is regarded as destitute of 
merit, and as having no right to his 
mercy. (3.) That he will do it to any ex- 
tent which he pleases, and in whatever 
time and manner may best accord with 
his own good pleasure. (4.) That he 
has regard to a definite number ; and 
that on that number he intends to be- 
stow eternal life ; and, (5.) That no 
one has a right to complain. It is 
proof of his benevolence that any are 
saved ; and where none have a claim, 
where all are justly condemned, he has 
a right to pardon whom he pleases. 
The executive of a country may select 
any number of criminals whom he may 
see fit to pardon, or who may be for- 
given in consistency with the suprema 
cy of the laws and the welfare of the 
community, and none has a right to 
murmur, but every good citizen should 
rejoice that any may be pardoned with 
safety. So in the moral world, and 
under the administration of its holy 
Sovereign, it should be a matter of joy 
that any can be pardoned and saved ; 
and not asubject of murmuring and com- 
plaint that those who shall finally de- 
serve to die shall be consigned to wo. 
16. So then» It follows as a conse- 
quence from this statement of God to 
Moses. Or it is a doctrine established 
by that statement K J^Tot ofldm that 
•willeth. This does not mean that he 
that becomes a Christian, and is saved, 
does not choose eternal life; or is not 
made willing ; or that he is compelled 
to enter heaven against his own choice. 
It is true that men by nature have no 
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1 7 For the Scripture saith • un- 
to Pharaoh, Even for this same 
purpose hare I raised thee up, 



a Ex.a.16. 



dAsire of holiness, and do not choose 
eternal life. But the effect of the influ- 
ences ol God's Spirit on the heart is to 
make it ** willing in the d'ajf of his 
power." Ps. ex. 8. The meaning here is 
evidently, that eternal life is not bestow- 
ed because man had any original will- 
ingness or disposition to b^ saved ; it is 
not because he commences die work, 
and u himself disposed to it ; but it is 
because God inclines him to it, and 
disposes him to seek for mercy, and 
then confers it in hb own way. The 
word toiUeth here denotes totMh or d&- 
^ J^or of him that runneth. 



nre. 

This denotes ttrenuotu, intente effort^ 
as when a man is anxious to obtain 
an object, or hastens firom danger. The 
meaning is not that the sinner does 
not make an effort to be saved; nor 
that all who become Christians do not 
in fact strive to ^nter into the king- 
dom, or earnestly desire salvation, for 
the Scriptures teach the contrary. 
Luke xvi. 16 ; xiii. 24. Theie is no 
effort more intense and persevering, 
no struggle more arduous or agonizing, 
than when a sinner seeks eternal life. 
Nor does it mean that they who strive 
in a proper way, and with proper effort, 
shall not obtain eternal life. Matt. vii. 
7. But the sense is, (1.) That the sin- 
ner would not put forth any effort him- 
self. If left to his own eourse, he would 
never seek to be saved. (2.) That he is 
pardoned, not on account of his effort ; 
not because he makes an exertion ; but 
because God chooses to pardon him. 
There is no merit in his anxiety, and 
prayers* and agony, on account of 
which God would forgive him ; but be 
is still dependent i>n the mere mercy 
of God to save or destroy bim at his 
will. -.The sinner, however anxious he 
may be, and however much or long he 
may strive, ddes not^bring God under 
an obligation to pardon him any more 
than ue condemned criminal, trem- 
bling with thii fear of execution, and 



that I might show my power in 
thee, and that my name might he 
declared throughout all the earth. 



the consciousness of crime, lays the 
judge or the jury under an obligation 
to acquit him. This fact, it is of great 
importance for an awakened sinner to 
know. Deeply anxious he should be^ 
but there is no m^i^in his distress. 
Pray he should, but there is no merit in 
his prayers. Weep and strive he may, 
but in this there is no ground of claim 
on God for pardon ; and, alter all, he is 
dependent on his mere sovereign ^nercy, 
as a lost, ruined, and helpless sinner, to 
be saved or Ibst at his will. ^ But of 
God that showeth mercy. Salvation, in 
its beginning, its progress, and its close, 
is of him. He has a right, therefore, to 
bestow it when and where he pleases. 
All our mercies fTow from his mere 
love and compassion, and not from ouv 
deserts. The essential idea here is, that 
Ood is the original fountain of all the 
blesangs of salvation. 

17. For the Scripture iaith, Ex. 
ix. 16. That is, God saith to Pharaoh 
in the Scriptures. Gal. iii. 8. 22. This 
passage is designed to illustrate the 
doctrine that God shows mercy accord- 
ing to his sovereign pleasure by a refer- 
ence to one of the most •extraordinary 
cases of hardness of heart which has 
ever ocdbrred. The design is to show 
that God has a right to pass by those 
to whom he does not choose to show 
mercy ; and to place tbdm in circum- 
stances where they shall develope their 
true character, and where in &ct they 
shall become more hardened and be 
destroyed, ver. 18. 1 Unto Pharach 
The haughty and oppressive king of 
Egypt; thus showing that the most 
mighty and wicked monarchs are at his 
control. Comp. Isa. x. 5 — 7. ^ For 
thi9 same purpote. For the design, or 
with the intent that is immediately 
specified. This waa the leading pu^ 
pose or design of his sustaining him. 
^ Have I raised thee up. Margin in 
Ex. ix. 16, **made thee stand," i. e 
sustained thee. The Greek Urord used 
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18 niCTefore hath he mercy 
on whom he will have mercy^ 

|yy the apostle (i|)f>«ga)i means proper- 
ly / have excited^ routed^ or tHrred 
thee up. Bui it may aleo have the 
meanmg, * J have austained or sup- 
ported thee.' That is, I have kept thee 
from death ; I have piaserved thee from 
ruia; I have ministered strength to 
thee, so that thy foil character has been 
developed. It dues not mean that God 
had infused into his mind any positive 
evil, or that by any direct influence he 
had excited any evil foelings, bnt that 
he had kept him in circumstances 
which were fitted to develope his true 
character. The meaning of the word 
and the truth of the case may be ex- 
pressed in the following particulars: 
(I.) God meant to accompliBh some 
great purposes by his existence and 
conduct. (2.) He kept him, or sus- 
tained him, with reference to that 
(3.) He had control over the haugh- 
ty and wicked monarch. He could 
take his life, or ^e could continue 
him on -earth. As he had control over 
all things that could affect the pride, 
the feelings, and the happiness of the 
monarch, so he had control over the 
monarch himself. (4.) He placed him 
in circum»tance» jutt fitted to de- 
velope hit character. He kept him 
amidst those circumstances until his 
character was fully developed. (5.) He 
did not exett a positive evil influence on 
ttte mind of Pharaoh ; for, (6.) In all 
Ibis the monarch acted freely. He did 
that which he chose to do. He pursued 
his owh Gouree. He was voluntary in bis 
schemes of oppressing the Israelites. He 
was voluntary in bis opposition to God. 
He was voluntary when he piirsiied 
the Israelites to the Red sea. In all his 
doings he acted as be choae to do, and 
with a determined choice of evil, from 
which neither warning nor judgment 
would turn him away. Thus he is 
said to have hardened, his own heart. 
Ex. viii. 15. (7.) Neither Pharaoh 
nor any sinner can justly blame God 
for placing them in drcumstanoes 
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and whom he will he harden 
eth. 

where they shall devdope their own 
character, and show what they are. It 
is not the fault of Grod, but their own 
fault. The sinner is not compelled to 
sin ; nor is God under obligation to 
save him oontmry to the prevalent de- 
sires and wishes of the sinner himself. 
Y JH'y pover in thee.. Or by means of 
thee. By the judgments exerted in de- 
livering an entire oppressed people from 
diy grasp. God's most signal acts of 
power were thus shown in conso- 
quence of hi|i disobedience and rebel- 
lion. Y My name. The name of Je- 
hovah, as the only true God, and the 
deliverer of his people. 5 Throughout 
all the earth. Or throughout all the 
land of Egypt Note, Luke u. 1. We 
may leam here, (1.) Tlmt a leading 
design of God in the government of the 
world is to make his power, an^ name, 
and chaiBcter known. (2.) That this 
is often accomplished in a most signal 
manner by the destruction of the 
wicked. (8.) That wicked men should 
be alarmed, since their arm cannot 
contend with God, and sjnee his ene- 
mies shall be destroyed. (4.)- It is 
right that the incorrigibly wicked 
should be cut ofil When a man's 
character is fully developed; when he 
is fairly tried; .when, in all circam- 
stances, he has shown that he loiU not 
obey God, neither iustice nor mercy 
hinders the Almighty from cutting him 
down and coiwigning him to death. 

18. Therefo'^e hath he mercy, d^ 
This is a conclusion stated by the apoa 
tie as the result of all the argument 
K Whom he will he hardeneth. This 
is not stated in what the Scripture said 
to Pharaoh, bnt is a conclusion to 
which the apostle had arrived, in view 
of the case of Pharaoh. The word 
hardeneth means only to harden in 
the manner specified in the case of 
Pharaoh. It does not mean to exert a 
positive influence, but to leave a sinner 
to his own course, and to place him in 
circumstances whore the character will 



A. D. 60.] 



CHAPTER IX. 



197 



19 Thou wilt say then unto 
me. Why doth he yet find fault? 
for who • hath resisted his will ? 

20 Nay but, O man, who art 

aKbnoMA Dmn.AM% 
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be more and more developed. Hee 
Note, John xii. 40. It implies, how- 
ever, an act of sovereignty on the part 
of God in thus leaving' him to his 
chosen coarse, and in not putting forth 
that influence by which he could be 
saved from death. Why this is, the 
apostle does not statel We. should, 
however, not dispute a &ct every where 
prevalent; and should hove sufficient 
confidence in God to beheve that it is 
in accordance with infinite wisdom and 
rectitude. 

19. 7%ott rnli »ay then unto me. 
The apostle here refers to an objection 
that might be made to his argument 
If the position which he had been en- 
deavouring to estabhsh were true; if 
God had a purpose in all his dealings 
with men ; if aU the revolutions among 
men happened according to his decree, 
se that he was not disappointed, or his 
plan frustrated; and if his own glory 
was secured in all this, why could he 
blame men 1 5 Whtf doth he yet find 
fault? Why does he blame men, since 
their conduct is in accordance with his 
purpose, tod ^ince he bestows mercy 
according tp his sovereign will 1 This 
objection has been made by sinners in 
all ages. It is the standing objection 
against the doctrines of grace. The 
objection is founded, (1.) On the diffi- 
culty of reconciling the purposes of God 
with the free agency of man. (2.) It 
aerumes, what cannot be proved, that 
a plan or purpose of God muot destroy 
the freedom of man. (8.) It is said 
that if the plan of God is accomplish- 
ed, then that which is best to be done 
IS done, and, of course, man cannot be 
blamed. These objections aro met by 
the apostle in the following argument. 
\ Who hath resisted his tPtU ? That 
is, who has successfully opposed his 
will, or frustrated his plan 1 The word 
translated resist is commonly used to 

aS 



thou that repliest ^ against God ? 
Shall ^ the thing formed say to 
him that formed it. Why hast 
thou made me' thus? 

* or, anawtrut againj or, ^iafuUtt toitk Oad 

~' ■ » H ill I I. I I I I I 

denote the resistance offered by soldiers 
or armed men. Thus, Eph. vi 13, 
*^ Take unto you the whole armour of 
God, that ye may be able to vtithstani 
{resist or successfully oppose) in the 
evil day." See Luke xxi. 16, "I wiU 
give you . a mouth and wisdom which 
aU your adversaries shall not be able to 
gainsay or resist,** See also Acts vii. 
10 ; xiii. 8, *' But Elymas. . . ^-withstood 
them," iiic The same Greek word, 
Rom. xiii. 2. GaL ii. 1 1. This does 
not mean that no one has ofiered re- 
sistance or opposition to God, but that 
no one had done it successfully. God 
had accomplished, his purposes in spite 
q/* their opposition. This was an esta- 
blished point in the mcred writings, 
and one of the admitted doctrines of 
the Jews. To establish it had even 
been a part of the apostle's des^; 
and the difficulty now was to see how, 
this being admitted, men could be 
held chargeable with crime. That it 
was the doctrine of the Scriptures, see 
2 Ghron. xx. 6, *< In thine hand is there 
not power and might, so that none is 
able to withstand thee V* Dan. iv. 35, 
** He doeth according to his will in the 
army of heaven, and amonff the inha^ 
bitants of the earth» and none can stay 
his hand, or say unto him. What does! 
thou V* See also the case of Joseph 
and his brethren. Gen. 1. 20, ** As ftn 
you, ye thought evil against me, but 
€rod meant it unto good." 

20. JVVi^, but, O man, dec. To this 
oljection the apostle replies in hoo 
ways ; first, by asserting the sovereign- 
ty of God, and afiirming that he had a 
right to do it (ver. 20, 21) ; and se- 
condly,, by showing that he did it ac- 
cording to the principles of justice and 
mercy, or that it was involved of ne- 
cessity in his dispensing justice and 
mercy to mankind, ver. 22, '23, 24 
1 fVho art thou^ dec Paul here strong- 
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2 1 Hath not the potter • power 
over the clay, of the same lump 
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ly reprovM the impiety and wickedneas 
of arraigning God. Thia impiety ap- 
pears, (1.) Becaose man is a creature 
of God, and it is improper that he 
should arraign his Maker. (3.) He is 
unqualified to understand the subject 
** Who art thou V* What qualifications 
has a creature of a day, — a being just 
in the infancy of his existence ; of so 
limited faculties; so perverse, blinded, 
and interested as man, — ^to sit in judg- 
ment on the doings of the Infinite 
Mind ? Who gave him the authority, 
or invested him with the prerogatives 
of a judge over his Maker's doings ? 
(3.) Even if man vere qualified to in- 
vestigate those subjects, what right has 
he to reply against God, to arraign 
him, or to follow out a train of argu- 
ment tending to involve his Creator in 
shame and disgrace 1 Nowhere is 
there to be found a more cutting or 
humbling reply to the pride of man 
than this. And on no subject was it 
more needed. The experience of every 
age has shown that this has been a pro- 
minent topic of objection against the 
government of God; and that there 
has heen no point in the Christian 
theology |o which the human heart has 
been so ready to make objections as to 
the doctrine of the sovereignty of God. 
^ RepUett against God, Margin, 
" Answerest again ; or, disputest with 
God." The passage conveys the idea 
of antioering again ; or of arguing to 
the dishonour of God. It implies that 
when God declares his will, man should 
be still. God has his own plans of in- 
finite wisdom, and it is not ours to re- 
ply against him, or to arraign him of 
injustice, when we cannot see the rea- 
son of his doings. K Shall the thing 
fortnrd, dec. This sentiment is found 
m Isa. XX ix. 16. See also Isa. xlv. 9; 
It was peculiarly proper to adduce this 
to a Jew. The objection is one which 
is supposed to be made by a Jew, and 
It was proper to reply to him by a quo- 
tation from his own Scriptures. Any 



to make one Teasel unto honour, 
and another unto dishonour ? 

being has a right to fashion his work 
according to hb own views of what is 
best ; and as this right is not denied to 
men, we ought not to blame the infi- 
nitety wise God for acting in a simUat 
way. They who have received eveiy 
blessing they enjoy from him, ought 
not to blame him for not. making them 
different 

21. Ndth not the potter, &c This 
same sovereign right of God the apoetle 
proceeds to ui^ from another illustra-^ 
tion, and another passage from the 
Old TesUment Isa. Ixiv. 8, " But now, 
O Lord, thou art our Father ; we are 
the clay, and thou our potter ; and we 
all are the work of thy hand.*' This 
passage is preceded in Isaiah by one 
declaring the depravity of flsan. Isa. 
Ixiv. 6, ** We are all as an unclean 
thing, and all our righteousnesses are 
as filthy rags ; and we all do &de as a 
leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, 
have taken us away." As they were 
polluted with sin, as they had irans- 
gressed the law of God, and had nn 
claim and no merit, God might bestow 
his favours as he pleased, and mould 
them as the, potter did the clay. He 
would do no injury to those who were 
left, and to^o had no claim to hio mer- 
cy, if he bestowed favours on others, 
any more than the potter would do in- 
justice to ^one part of the mass, if he 
put it to an ignoble use, and moulded 
another part into a vessel of honour. 
This ib still the condition of sinful men 
God does no injustice to a man if he 
leaves him to take his own course to 
ruin, and makes another, equally und^^ 
serving, the recipient of his mercy. He 
violated none of my rights by not con- 
ferring on me the talents of Newton 
or of JBacdn ; or by not placing me in 
circumstances like those of Peter and 
Paul. Where all are undeserving, the 
utmost that can be demanded is that 
he should not treat them Wiih injustice. 
And this ib secured even in the case of 
the lost No man will su£kr more than 
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22 What • if God, willing to 
shew his wrath, and to make his 
power known, endured with 
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he deserves ; nor will any man go to 
perdition feeling thai he has a claim to 
better treatment than he receives. The 
same sentiment is found in Jer. xviii. 
6, ** O house of Israel, cannot I do with 
you as this |>otter1 saith the Lord. 
Behokl^ as the clay is in the potter's 
hand, so are ye in my hsnd, O house 
of Israel. At what instant I ' shall 
speak concerning a nation," &.c The 
passage in Isaiah proves that Go|d has 
the rig^t of a sovereign over guilty 
individuah ; that in Jeremiah, that he 
has the same right over nations ; thus 
meeting the whole case as it was in the 
mind of the apostle. Thesd passages, 
however, assert only the ri£'ht of God 
to do it, without affirming any thing 
aoout the manner in which it is done. 
In fact, God bestows his favours in a 
mode very diiSerent from that in which 
^a potter moulds his clay. God does 
not create holiness by a mere act of 
power, but he produces it in a manner 
consistent with the moral agency of 
men ; and bestows his favours not to 
compel men, but to incline Jhem to be 
vrilUng to receive them. Ps. ex. 3, 
'' Thy people shall be willing in the day 
of thy power." It should be further re- 
marked, that the argument of the apos- 
tle here does not refer to the original 
creation of men, as if God had then 
made them one for honour and another 
for dishonour. He refers to man at 
astllen and lost His argument is this : 
Man is in ruins ; he is fallen ; he has 
GO claim on God ; all deserve to die ; 
on this maat,, where none have any 
claim, he may bestow life on whom 
he pleases, without injury to others; 
ne may exercise the right of & sove- 
reign to pardon whom he pleases ; or 
of a potter to mould any part of the 
aseless mass to purposes of utility and 
beauty.' ^ Potter, One whose occu- 
pation it is to make earthen vessels. 
1 Poiver. Thi« word denotes here 
not merely phyHcal po-wet^ bat autho- 



much long-suffering the vessels 
^ of wrath ^ fitted to destruc- 
tion; 
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rity, right. See Matt vii. 29, translated 
'' authority ;" xxi. 23. 2 Thess. iii. 9. 
Mark ii. 10. Luke v. 24, "The Son of 
man hath power on earth to forgive 
sins," &C. t Lump. Mass. It denotes 
any thing that is reduced to a 6ne con- 
sistency, and mixed, and made soft by 
water ; either clay, as in this place, or 
the mate produced of grain pounded 
and mixed with water. Rom. xi 16, 
'*If the first-l*uit bu holy, the lump is 
also holy." 1 Cor. v. 6, " Know ye not 
that a little leaven leaveneth the whole 
lump?" K One ve»»el, A cup, or 
other utensil, made of clay. 1 Unto 
honour. Fitted to an honourable use, 
or designed for a more useful and re* 
fined purpose. 5 -Unto dishonour. 
To a meaner service, or more common 
use. This is a common mode of ex- 
pression among the Hebrews. The 
lump here denotes the mass of men, 
sinners, having no claim on Grod. The 
potter illustrates God's right over that 
mass, to dispose of it as seem* good in 
hid sight The doctrine of the passage 
is, that men have no right to complain 
if G^ bestows his blessings where and 
when he chooses. 

22, 23. What if God, dec. If God 
does what the apostle supposes, what 
then? Is. it not right 1 This is the 
second point in the answer to the ob- 
jection in ver. 19. The answer has r^^ 
spect to the two cUutes of men wnich 
actually exis^ on the earth — the right 
eous and the wicked. And the ques- 
tion is, whether in regard to these two 
classes God does iir fact ilo wrong ff 
If he does not, then the doctrine of the 
apostle b established, and the objection 
is not valid. It is assumed here, as it 
must be, that the world is in fact di- 
vided into two classes — saints and sin- 
ners. The apostle considers the csm 
of sinners in ver. 22. ^ mUing. Beinjf 
disposed ; having an inclination to. I 
denotes an inclinatbn ol mind towanli 
the thing proposed. If the thing itsel! 
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was right ; if it was proper to ** ahov 
his wrath," then it was proper to be 
WILLI ire to doit If it is right to do 
a chiBg, it b right to purpose or intend 
td do it t Hi* -^ath (riv o{>»ir}. This 
word occurs thxrty-^five times in the 
New Testament Its meaning is de- 
rived from the idea of earnestly desir- 
ing or reaching for an object, and pro- 
perly denotes, in its general sense, a 
vehement desire of attaining any 
thing. Hence it comes to denote an 
earnest desire of revenge, or of inflict- 
ing suffering on those who have in- 
jured us. Eph. iv. 31, " Let all bitter- 
ness and wrath," %lg. Col. iii. 8. 1 
Tim. ii. 8. Hence it denotes indigvor' 
tion in general, which is not joined 
with a desire of revenge. Mark iiL 5, 
** He looked round about on them with 
anger** It also denotes punishment 
for sin ; the anger dr displeasure of 
God against transgression. Note, Rom. 
i. 18. Luke iii. 7; xxi. 23, &c In this 
place it is evidently used to denote 
severe ditpleature againat sin. As sin 
is an evil of so great magnitude, it is 
right for God to be -toiUing to evince 
his displeasure against it ; and just in 
proportion to the extent of the evil. 
Phis displeasure, or wrath, it is proper 
that God should altoaye be willing to 
show ; nay, it would not be right for 
him not to show it, for that would be 
the same thing as to be indifferent to 
it, or to approve it In this place, 
however, it is not affirmed, (I.) That 
God has any pleasure in sin, or its 
punishment ; nor, (2.) That he exerted 
any agency to compel man to sin. It 
affirms only that God is willing to show 
his hatred of incorrigible and long-con- 
tinued wickedness when it actually 
exists. ^ To make hisporoer knovfn. 
This language is the same as that 
which was used in relation to Pharaoh, 
ver. 17. Ex. ix. 16. But it is not 
proba )le that the apostle intended to 
confine it to the Egyptians only. In 
the following verse he speaks of *\tfae 
vessels of mercy prepared unto glory ;" 
which cannot be supposed to be lan- 
guage adapted to the temporal de- 
liverance of the Jews. The case of 



Pharaoh was one instance^ or ittue- 
tration of the general principle on 
which God would deal with men. 
His government is conducted on great 
ami uniform principles; and the case 
of Pharaoh was a developemeut of 
the great laws on which he governs 
the universe, t Endured, Bore with ; 
was patient, or forbearing. Rev. ii. 3, 
'* And hast borne, and hast patience," 
Ac 1 Cor. xiii. 7, " Charity (love) 
beareth all things." Luke xviii. 7, 
** Will not God avenge his elect, 
though he bear long vrith theml" 
^ With much long-eujfering. With 
much patience. He suffered them to 
live while they deserved to die. God 
bears with all sinners with much pa- 
tience ; he spares them amid all their 
provocations, to give them opportunity 
of repentance ; and though they are 
fitted for destruction, yet he prolongs 
their lives, and offers them pardon, and 
loads them with benefits. This fact b a 
complete vindication of the government 
of God from the aspersicms of ail his 
enemies, t VetBelo of xorath. The 
word vehel means a cup, &c made of 
earth. As the human body is firail, 
easily broken and destroyed, it comes 
to signify also the body. 8 Cor. iv. 7, 
''We have this treasure in earthen 
vessels." 1 Thess. iv. 4, "That every 
one of you should know how to possess 
his vettel in sanctification and honour" 
— that every one should keep hio body 
from the indulgence of unlawful pas- 
sions. Comp. ver. 3. Hence al»o it 
means the man himtelf. Acts ix. 15, 
" He is a chosen vessel hnto me," &c. 
Comp. Isa. xiii. 5. In this place there 
is, doubtless, allusion to what he had 
ju^t said of clay in the hands of the 
potter. The phrase "vessels of wrath" 
denotes wicked men against whom it 
is^^ or proper that wrath should be 
shown ; as Judas is called ** the son of 
perdition." See Note on John xvii. 12. 
This does not mean that men by their 
very creation, or their physical nature, 
are thus denominated ; but men who, 
from long continuance in iniquity, de- 
serve to experience wrath; as Judas 
was not called " son of peidition" by 



A. D. 60.] 



CHAPTER IX. 



201 



23 And that he might make 
known the riches " of his glory 
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any arbitrary appointment, or as an 
original designation, but because in 
consequence of his, avarice and treason 
this was the name which in fact ac- 
tually described him, or fitted his case. 
5 Fitted (»acTii^r/9-/ulM). This word 
properly means to restore ; to place in 
order ; to render complete ; to supply 
a defects to fit to, or adapt tOj or 
prepare for. See Matt !▼. 21, ** Were 
mending their nets." GaL yi. 1, *< i2e- 
etore such an 'one,'' &c. In this 
place it is a participle, and means 
those who are fitted for or adapted to 
destruction; those whose characters 
are such as to desertje destruction, or 
as to make destruction proper. See the 
same use of the word in Heb. zi. 3, 
"Through faith we understand that 
the worlds were framed^ — beautifully 
fitted up in prc^r proportions, one 
part adapted to another — ** by the word 
of God." Heb. x. 5, «< A body hast 
thou prepared for me ;*' fitted, or adapt- 
ed to me. Comp. Ps. IxviiL 10 ; Uxiv. 
1 6. In this place there is not the sem- 
blance of a declaration that Gou had 
PRBPARED them, or riTTiD them for 
destruction. It is a simple declaration 
that they were iir fact fitted for it, 
without making an affirmation about 
the manner in which they became so. 
A reader of the English Bible may, 
perhaps, sometimes draw the impres- 
sion that God had fitted them for this. 
But this is not affirmed ; and there is an 
evident design in not affirming it, and 
a distinction made between them and 
the Tessels of mercy which ought to be 
regarded. In relation to the latter it is 
expressly affirmed that God fitted or 
prepared them for glory. See ver. 23, 
" Which Hs had afore prepared unto 
glory." The same distinction is re- 
markablj striking in the account of the 
last judgment in Matt xxv. 34. 41. To 
the righteous, Christ will say, ** Come 
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared foh tou," ixA. To 
the wicked, '^ Depart from me, ye 



on the vessels of mercy, which • 
he had afore prepared unto glory* 
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iBursed, into everlasting fire, prepared 

TOR TBS DETIL AND HIS AHOBLS ;" nOt 

said to have been originally prepared 
for thiem. It is deav, therefore, that 
God intends to keep the great truth in 
view, that he prepares his people by_ di" 
red agency for heaven ; but that he 
exerts no such agency in {weparing 
the wicked for destruction. ^ For de- 
struction (uf a9r«tfMiav).. This word 
occurs in tbe New Testament no less 
than twenty times. Matt vii. 13, 
** Whidi leadeth to destruction." John 
xvii. 12, **&6not perdition." Acts 
viii. 20, <<Thy money perish with 
thee ;" Greek, be for destruction with 
thee. xxv. 16. Phil. L 28, <» Token of 
perdition." iii. 19, '* Whose end b de> 
struction." 2 These, ii. 3« *^ The s6n of 
perdition." 1 Tim. v. 9, ♦* Which drown 
men in destruction and perdition." 
Heb. X. 39, ** Which draw back mto 
perdition." See also 2 Pet ii. 1. 3; 
iii. 7. 16, 6cc. In these places it is 
clear that the reference is to the future 
punishment of wicked men, and in no 
instance to national calamities. No such 
use of the word is to be found in the 
New Testament ; and this is fiirther 
clear from the contrast with the word 
** glory" in the next verse. We may 
remark here, that if men are Jitted o- 
prepared for destruction ; if future tor- 
ment is adapted to them, and they to 
it; if it is fit that they should be sub- 
jected to it; then God will do what is 
ft or right to be done, and, unless 
they repent, they, must perish. Nor 
would it be- right for God to take them 
to heaven as they are ; to a place for 
which they are not fitted, and which 
is not adapted to their feeLngs, their 
character, or th<)ir conduct 

23. .^nd tJMt he might make known. 
That he might manifest or display. 
The apostle had shown (in ver..22) 
that the dealings of God towards the 
wicked were not liable to the objection 
made in ver. 19. In this verse he pro* 
oeeds to show that the obiection could 
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not lie againit his dealings with the 
other class of men — the ngbteous. If 
his dealings towards neither were liable 
to the objection, then he has met the 
whole caoe, and the divine govern- 
ment is vindicated. This he proves by 
shewing that for God to shew the 
riches of his glory towards those whom 
he has prepared for it cannot be re- 
garded as unjust ^ The riches of hit 
§rlory. This is a form of expression 
common among the Hebrews, meaning 
the same as hxo rich or hi» ahundant 
rjorif. The same expresnon occurs in 
£ph.i. 18. ^ On the ve»»eU of mercy. 
Men towards whom his mercy was to 
be displayed (see ver. 22) ; that is, on 
those towards whom he has purposed 
to display bis mercy. ^ Mercy. Fa- 
vour, or pity shown to the miserable, 
Grace is favour to the undeoerving ; 
mercy, favour to those in distress. 
This distinction.is not, however, always 
strictly observed by the sacred writers. 
t IVIdch he had afore prepared. We 
are here brought to a remarkable dif- 
ference between Crod's mode of dealing 
with them and with the wicked. Here 
it is expressly affirmed that God him- 
self had prepared them for glory. In 
regard to the wicked, it is simply af- 
firmed that they xoere fitted for de- 
itructioii, without affirming any thing of 
*he agency by which it was done. 
That God prepares his people for 
glory — commences and continues the 
work of their redemption — is abundant- 
ly taught in the Scriptures. 1 Thess. v. 
9, *< God haih appointed us, to ob- 
tain salvation I^ our Lord Jesus 
Christ" 2 Tim. i. 9, "Who hath 
saved us and called us with an holy 
calling, not according to our works, 
bat according to his own purpose and 
grace, which was given us in Christ 
Jesus before the world began." See 
als* Eph. 14, 6. 11. Rom. viii. 28, 29, 
30. Acts xiii.48. John i. 13. As the 
renewing of the heart and the sancti- 
fying of the soul is an act of goodness, 
it is worthy of God, and of course no 
objection could lie against it No man 
could complain of a course of dealings 
designed to make men better g and 



as this is the sole design of the electing 
love of God, his dealings with this class 
of men are easily vindicated. No 
Christian can complain that €rod has 
chosen him, renewed him, and made 
him pure and happy. And as this was 
an important part of the plan of God, 
it is easily defended from tbo objection 
in ver. 19. 5 V'nto glory. To happi- 
ness ; and especially to the happiness 
of heaven. Heb. ii. 10, **It became 
himi in bringing many sons unto 
glory," Ac Rom. v. 2, " We rejoice 
in hope of the glory of God." - 2 Cor. 
iv. 17, **Our light affliction worketh 
for us a far more exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of glory." 2 Thess. ii.^ 14. 
2 Tim. ii. 10. 1 Pet v. 4. This eter- 
nal state is called '* glory," because it 
blends together every thing that con- 
stitutes honour, dignity, puribr* love, 
and happiness. All these significations 
are in various places attached to this 
word, and all mingle in the eternal 
state of the righteous. We may re- 
mark here, (I.) That this word ^* glory'' 
is not used in the Scripures to denote 
any external national privileseo; or tc 
describe any external call of the gospel. 
No such instance is to be found. Of 
course the apostle here by vessels of mer- 
cy meant individuaU destined to eternal 
life, and not nations externally called 
to the gospel. No instance can be 
found where God speaks of nations 
called to external privileges, and speaks 
of them as "prepared unto glory." 
(2.) As this word refers to the future 
state of individuals, it shows what is 
meant by the word "destruction" in 
ver. 22. That term stands contrasted 
with glory ; and describes, therefore, 
the future condition of individual wick- 
ed men. This is also its uniform 
meaning in the New Testament. On 
this vindication of the apostle we may 
observe, (1.) That all men will be 
treated as they ought to be treated. 
Men will be dealt with according to 
their characters at the end of life. (2.) 
If men will suffer no injustice, then 
this is the same as saying that they 
will be treated justly. But what is 
this ? That the wicked shall be treated 
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24 Even us, whom he hath 
ealled, not of the Jews only, but 
also of the Gentiles ? 

25 As he saith also in Osee, « 
I will call them my people, 
which were not ray people ; and 
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AS they deserve. What they deterve 
God has told us in the Scriptures. 
** These shall go away into everlasting 
punishment" (3.) God has a -right 
to bestow his blessings as he chooses. 
Where all are undeserving, where 
none have any claim, he may confer 
his favours on whom he pleases. (4.) 
He actually <ioe» deal with men in this 
way. • The apostle takes this for grant- 
ed. He does not deny it. lie most 
evidently believes it, and labours to 
show that it is ri^ht to do so. If he 
did not believe it, and meant to teach 
it, he would have said so. It would 
have met the objection at once, and 
saved all argument. He reasons as 
if he did believe it; and this settles the 
question that the doctrine is true. 

24. Even fM, dec. See ch. i. 16; u. 
10; iu. 29, 30. To prove that the 
Gentilet might be called as well as the 
Jews, was a leading design of the 
epistle. Y ITf. Cluistians, selected 
from both Jews and Gentiles. This 
proves HbaX he did not refer to nations 
primarily, but to individuals chosen 
out of nations. Two things are esta- 
blished here. (1.) That the grace of 
God was not confined ^ to the Jewish 
people, as they supposed, so that it 
could be conferred on no others. %) 
That God was not bound to confer 
grace on all the descendants of Abra- 
ham, as he bestowed it on those select' 
ed Jrotn the mass, according to his own 
will, and not of necessity on the mass 
itsel£ 

25. As he saith also. The doctrine 
which he had established, be proceeds 
now to confirm by quoiations from the 
writings of Jews, that he mieht remove 
every objection. The doctrine was, 
(1.) That God intended to call his peo- 
ple from the Gentiles as well as the 



her beloved, which was not be- 
loved. 

26 And ' it shall come to 
pass, that in the place where it 
was said unto them, Ye are not 
my people ; there shall they be 
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Jews. (2.) That he was bound by no 
promise and no principle of obligation 
to bestow salvation on all the Jews. 
(3.) That, therefore, it was right for 
him to reject, any or all of the Jews, 
if he chose, and cut them off firom their 
privileges as a people, and from salva- 
tion. Y In Osee» This is the Greek 
form of writing the Hebrew word Bo- 
sea. It means in the book of Hosea, 
as in David means in the book of Da* 
vid, or by David. Heb. iv, 7. The 
passage is found in Hosea ii. 23. This 
quotation is not made according to the 
letteVf but the sense of the prophet is 
preserved. The meaning is the same 
in Hosea and in this place, that God 
would bring those into a covenant 
relation to himself, who were before 
deemed outcasts aud strangers. Thus 
he supports his main position that God 
would choose his people from among 
the Grentiles as well as the Jews, oi 
would exercise towards both his right 
as a sovereign, bestowing or withhold- 
ing his blessings as he pleases. 

26. Jlnd it shall rome to pass. It 
shall happen, or take place. This is a 
continuation of the quotation from the 
prophet Hosea (ch. L 10), designed to 
confirm the doctrine which he was es- 
tablishing* Both these quotations have 
the'Mime design, and are introduced for 
the same end. In Hosea they did not 
refer to the calling of the Gentiles, but 
to the recalling the rejected Jews. God 
says, after the Jews had been rejected 
and scattered for their idolatry; aflor 
they had forfeited his favour, and been 
cast off as if they were not his people ; 
he would recall them, and bestow on 
them again the appellation of sons. 
The apostle does not quote this as hav* 
ing original reference to the Gentiles, 
but for the fi)llowing purposes ^— (!•) 
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called the children of the living 
God. 



If God formerly porpofed to reedl to 

himielf a people whom be had reject- 
ed ; if he bestowed favours on hb own 
people after they had forfeited hia fa- 
vour, and ceased to be entitled to the 
name of ** hb people ;*' then the same 
thing was not to be regarded as abeurd 
if he dealt in a similar manner with 
the Gentiles — also a part of his ori- 
ginal great familyi the family of man, 
but long since rejected and deemed 
strangers. (2.) The dealings of God 
towards the Jews in the time of Ho- 
ses settled a general principle of go- 
vernment. His treatment of them iu 
this manner was a part of his great 
plan of governing the world. On the 
same plan he now admitted the Gen- 
tiles to favour. And as this general 
principle was established ; as the his- 
tory of the Jews themselves was a pre- 
cedetit in the case, it ought not to be 
objected in the time of Paul that the 
same principle should be carried out 
to meet the case also of the Grentiles. 
t In the place. The place where they 
may be scattered, or where they may 
dwell Or rather, perhaps, in those 
nations which were not regarded as 
the people of God, there shaU be a peo- 
ple to whom this shall apply. ^ Where 
it vat taid unto them. Where the 
proper appellation of the people was, 
that they were not the people of God ; 
where they were idolatrous, sinful, 
aliens, strangers; so that they had 
none of the marks of the children of 
God. t y^ fire not my people. Peo- 
ple in covenant with God; .under his 
protection, as their Sovereign, and 
keeping his laws. ^ There shall they 
be called. That is, there they shall be. 
The verb to call in the Hebrew writ- 
ings means often. the same as to be. It 
denotes that this shall be the appella- 
tion which properly expresses their 
character. It is a figure perhaps almost 
peculiar to the Hebrews ; and it gives 
additional interest to the case. Instead 
of saying coldly and abstractedly, ** they 
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27 Esaias also « crieth con 



cerning Israel, Though the num- 

aIa.iaS8,8S. 

are snch," it introduces also the idea 
that such is the favourable judgmeiU 
of GoA in the case. See Matt. t. 9, 
** Peace-makers. . . .shall be called the 
children of God." See the Note on 
that place ; also ver. 19. Matt xzL 13, 
" My house shall be called the house 
of prayer." Mark zi 17. Luke i. 32. 
35. 76. Isa. Ivi. 7. t The children of, 
&c Greek, Sons. See Note, Matt L 
1. t Zdvtng God, Called living God 
in opposition to dead idols. See Note, 
Matt xvi 16 ; also xxvL 63. John vL 
69. Acts xiv. 15. 1 Thess. L 9, V Turn 
from idols to serve the living and true 
God." Jer. x. 10. This b a most ho- 
nourable and dbtingubhed appellation. 
No higher favour can be conferred on 
mortals than to be the sons of the liv- 
ing God ; members of hb fiimily ; en- 
titled to hb protection; and secure of 
hb watch and care. Thb was an oliject 
of the highest desire with the saints of 
old. See Ps. xliL 2 ; Ixxxiv. 2, « My 
soul thirsteth for God, the living God." 
"My heart and my flesh cry out foi 
the living God." 

27, 28. Esaias, The Greek way of 
writing the word Isaiah, 5 Crieth, 
Isa. X. 22, 23. Exclaims, or speaks 
aloud or openly. Comp. John i. 15. 
Isaiah brings forth the doctrine fully, 
and without any concealment or dis- 
gube. Thb doctrine related to the 
rejection of the Jews ; a &r more diffi- 
cult point to establidi than was that 
of the calling of the Gentiles. It was 
needfiol, therefore, to fortify it by some 
explicit passage of the Scriptures. 
1 Concerning Israel, Concerning the 
Jevs, It b probable that Isaiah had 
reference primarily to the Jews of hb 
own time; to that wicked generation 
that God was aboiu to punish, by send- 
ing them captive mto other lands. The 
case W83 oi.e, however, which settled 
a general principle of the Jevdsh go^ 
vemment; and, therefore, it was appli- 
cable to the case before the apostle. If 
the thing for which he was contending 
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ber of the ehiMren of Israel be 
as the sand of the sea, a remnant 
shall be saved. 

28 For he will finish ^ the 



iofftht 



— that the Jews might be rejected-<-ex- 
isted in the time of Isaiah, and was 
settled then as a precedent, it might 
exist also in his time, and under the 
gospel, t «^« 'A^ sand o/ the tea. 
This expression is used to denote an 
indefinite or an innanierabie multitude. 
It oflen occurs in the sacred writings. 
In the infancy of society, before the art 
of numbering was carried to a great 
extent^ men were obliged to express 
tbemselves very much in this manner. 
Gen. xxii. 17, <*I will multiply thy 
se6d. . . .as the sand which is upon the 
sea-shore." xxxiL 12. Isaiah doubtless 
liad reference to this promise : < Though 
all that was promised to Abraham shall 
be fulfilled, and his seed shall be as 
numerous as God declared, yet a rem- 
nant only,' dec. The apostle ihus shows 
that his doctrine does not conflict at all 
with the utmost expectation of the 
Jews drawn from the promises of God. 
See a similar use of the term sand in 
Judg. Tii. 12. 1 Sam. xiii. 5. 2 Sam. 
xvii. 11, &c. In the same manner 
great numbers were denoted by the 
stats of heaven. Gen. xxii. 17 ; xv. 5. 

1 A remnant shall be saved. Meaning 
a remnant only, ^This implies that 
great multitudes of them would be cast 
offf and be not saved. If oilly a rem- 
nant was to.be saved, many must be 
lost ; dtad this was just the point which 
the apostle was endeavouring to esta- 
blish. ~ The word remnant means thdt 
which is left, particularly what may re- 
main after a battle or a great calamity. 

2 Kings xix. 31 ; x. 11. Judg. ▼. 11. 
Isa. xiv. 22. In this place, however, it 
means a small part or portion. Out of 
the great multitude there shall be so 
few left as to make it proper to say that 
it was a mere remnant. . This implies, 
of course, that the great mass should 
be cast away or rejected. And. this was 
the use which the apostle intended to 

S 



work, and cwXit short in. right- 
eousness : because * a short work 
will the Lord make upon the 
earth. 
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make of it Comp. the Wisdom of Si- 
rach xUv. 17, << Noah. . . .was left unto 
the earth as. a remnant when the flood 
came.^ t Shall be saved. Shall be 
preserved, or kept from destruction. 
As Isaiah had reference to the captivity 
of Babylon, this means that only a rem- 
nant should return to their native land. 
The great mass should be rejected and 
cast ojQl This was the case with the 
ten tribes, and also with many others 
who chose to remain in the land of 
their captivity. The use which the 
apostle makes of it is this : In the his- 
tory of the Jews, by the testimony of 
Isaiah, a large part of the Jews of that 
time were rejected, and cast ofl* from 
being the peculiar people of God. It is 
clear, thereibre, that God has brought 
himself under no obligation to save all 
the descendants of Abraham. This 
case settles the principle. If God did 
it then, it was equally consistent for 
him to do it in th^ time of Paul, under 
the gospel. The condusion, therefore, 
to which the apostle came, that it was 
the intention of God to reject and cast 
off the Jews as a people, was in strict 
accordance with their own history and 
the prophecies. It was- still true that a 
remnant was to be saved, while the 
great mass of the people was rejected. 
The apostle is not to be understood 
here as affirming that the passage in 
Isaiah had reference to the gospel, but 
only that it settled one great principle 
of the divine administration in regard 
to the Jews, and that their rejection 
under the gospel xoas strictly in aC' 
cordance with that principle, 

28. He will finish the work. This 
is taken from the Septuagint transla- 
tion of Isa. X. 23. The Hebrew is, 
" TYke Lord Qod of hosts shall make a 
consumption, even determined, in the 
midst of all the land.'' . Or, as it may 
be rendered, *< Destniction is decreed 
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29 And as Esaias said be- 
fore, ■ Except the Lord of Sa- 
baoth had left us a seed, we 
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which shdl make justice overflow ; yea, 
destraction is venly detennined on ; the 
Lord Jehovah will execute it in the 
midst of all the land." (Stuart,) The 
Septuagint and the -apostle adhere to 
the 9ensf of the passage, but do not 
follow the -wordt. The phrase, -will 
fimth the. vork, means he vill bring 
the thing to an end, or will accomplish 
it It is an expression applicable to a 
firm purpose lo accomplish an object. It 
refers here to his threat of cutting ofTthe 
people ; and means that he will fulfil it. 
5 Cut it thort. This word here means 
to execute it speedily. The destruc- 
tion shall not be delayed, t ^n right' 
eouenetB, So as to manifest his own 
Juttice. The work, though apparently 
severe, yet shall be a Jutt expression of 
God's abhorrence of the sins of the peo- 
ple. 5 Because a thort vtork. The 
word here rendered " short" means pro- 
perly that which is determined on or 
decreed. This is the sense of the He- 
brew ; and the phrase here denotes the 
purpose -which was determined on in 
relation to the Jews. ^ Upon the earth. 
Upon the land of IsraeL See Notes 
on Matt. V. 4.; iv. 8. The design for 
which the apostle introduces this pas- 
sage is to show that God of old de- 
stroyed many of the Jews for their sin ; 
and that, therefore, the doctrine of the 
apostle was no new thing, that the Jewg 
might be excluded from the peculiar 
privileges of the children of God. 

29. ^nd at Etaiat taid. Isa. ch. 
1. 9. 5 Before. The apostle had just 
cited one prediction from the tenth 
chapter of Isaiah. He now says that 
Isaiah had affirmed the same thing in 
a previous part of his prophecy. K JBx- 
cept tite Lord of Sabaoth. in Isaiah, 
the Lord of Hosts. The word Sabaoth 
is the Hebrew word rendered hottt. It 
properly denotes armiet ' or military 
hosts organized for war. Hence it de- 
notes thehottt of heaven^ and means, 



* had been as Sodoma, and 
been made like unto Gomor- 
rha. 

h Oe&.lSJ4,25. IHU1S.1S. 

(1.) The angelt, who are represented 
as marthalled or arranged into military 
orders. Eph. L 21 ; iu. 10; vL 12. Col. 
i. 16; iL 15. Jude 6. 1 Kings xxiL 
19, **t saw the Lord sitting on his 
throne, and all the host of heaven 
standing by him." Psalm ciii. 21 ; 
cxiviii. 2. (2.) The stars. Jer. xxxiii. 
22, " As the host of heaven cannot be 
numbered," &c, lea. xl. 26. Deut iv. 
19, d&c God is called the Lord of 
hosts, as being at the head of all these 
armies; their King and their Com- 
mander. It is a phrase properly ex- 
pressive of his majesty and power, and 
is appropriately introduced here, as the 
act of saving ** the seed" was a signal 
act ofpotoer in the midst of great sur- 
rounding wickedness. \ Had left. Had 
pretervedf or kept from destruction. 
Here their preservation is ascribed to 
Grod, and it is affirmed that if God had 
not interposed, the -whole nation would 
have been cut ofil This fully esta- 
blishes the doctrine of the apostle, that 
God might cast off the Jews, and ex- 
tend the blessings to the Gentiles. 
t •d teed. The Hebrew in Isaiah 
means one turviving or etcapingy cor- 
responding with the word remnant. 
The word teed commonly means in 
the Scriptures detcendantt, potterity. 
In. this place it means a part, a trnall 
portions a remnant, like the small por- 
tion of the harvest whrch is reserved 
for sowing.' 1 JFe had been at Sodo- 
ma, The nation was so wicked, that 
unless God had preserved a small num- 
ber who were pious from the genera) 
corruption of the people, they would 
have been swept off by judgment, like 
Sodom and Gomorrah. We aie told 
that ten righteous men would have 
saved Sodom. Gen. xviiL 82. Among 
the Israelites,, in a time of great gene- 
ral depravity, a small number of holy 
men were found who preserved the na- 
tion. The design of the apostle here 
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30 What shall we say then ? 
that • the Geatiles, which fol- 
owed not after righteousness. 
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have attained to righteousness, 
even the righteousness ^ which 
is of faith. 



b cl.17. Fhileot.S,9. 



was the same as in the previous verses 
— to show that it was settled in the 
.lewish history that God might cast off 
the people, and reject them from en- 
joying the peculiar privileges of his 
friends. It is true that in Isaiah he 
has reference to the temporal punish- 
ment of the Jews. But it settles a 
^eat principle^ for which Paul was 
contending, that God might cast off the 
nation consistently with his promises 
and his plans. — We may learn here, 
(1.) That the existence of religion 
among a people is, owing to the love 
of God. " Except the Lord Had left 
U9^ &c. (2.) It is owing to his mer- 
cy that any men are kept from sin, 
and any nation from destruction. (3.) 
We see the. value of religion and of 
pious men in a nation. Ten such 
would have saved Sodom; and a few 
such saved Judea. Comp. Matt v. 13, 
14. (4.) God has a right to withdraw 
his mercies firom any other people, 
however exalted their privileges, and 
leave them to ruin ; and we should not 
be high-minded, but fear. Rom. x. 20. 
30. What thaa-toetay then? What 
conclusion shall we draw firom the pre- 
vious train of remarks? To what re- 
sults have we come by the passages 
adduced from the Old Testam^t 1 This 
question is asked preparatory to his 
summing up the argument; and he 
had so stated the argument that the 
conclusion which he was about to draw 
was inevitable. ^ The Gentiles. That 
many of the Gentiles; or that the way 
was open for them, and inany of them 
Aa</ ac^2/a//y embraced the righteous- 
ness of faith. This epistle was written 
IS late as the year 67 (see Introduc- 
tion), and at that time multitudes of 
heathens had embraced the Christian 
religion. ^ Which foUo-wed not after 
righteousness. The apostle does not 
mean that none of the pagans bad any 
«licitude about right and wrong, or 



that there were no anxious inquiries 
among them ; but he intends particu- 
larly to place them in contrast with 
the Jew. They had not made it their 
main object to justify themselves ; they 
were not filled with prejudice and pride 
as the Jews were, who supposed that 
they had complied with the law, and 
who felt no need of any other justifica- 
tion ; they were sinners, and they felt 
it, and had no such mighty obstacle in 
a system of self-righteousness to over- 
come as the Jew had. Still it was true 
that they were excessively wicked, juid 
that the prevailing characteristic among 
them was that they did not follow after 
righteousness. See ch. i. The word 
" followed*' here often denotes to pur- 
sue with intense energy, as a hunter 
pursues his game, or a man pursues a 
flying enemy. The Jews had sought 
righteousness in that way ; the Gentiles 
had not. The word righteousness here 
means the same sa justification. The 
Gentiles, which sought not justification, 
have obtsdned justification. K Have 
attained Jo righteousness. Have be- 
come justified. This was a matter of 
fact ; and this was what the prophet ' 
had predicted. The apostle does not 
say that the sins of the Gentiles, or 
their indifference to the subject, was 
any reason why God justified them, or 
that men would be as safe in sin as in 
attempting to seek for salvation. He 
establishes the doctrine* indeed, that 
God is a sovereign ; but still it is im- 
plied that the gospel had not the pecu- 
liar obstacle to contend with among 
the Gentiles that it had among the 
Jews. There was less pride, obstinacy, 
self-confidence; and men were more 
easily brought to see that they were 
sinners, and to feel theit need of a Sa- 
viour. Though God dispenses his fa- 
vours as a sovi^reign, and though all 
are opposed by nature to the gospel, 
yet it is always true that the gospel 
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31 But Israel, which 'follow- , 32 Wherefore ? Becxase they 
ed after the law of righteousness, . nought it not by faith, but as it 

were by tlie works of the law : 
for they stumbled at that stum 
bling-stone ; 



hath not attained to the law of 
righteousness. 

a e.IOJIill.7. 

finda more obstacles among aooie men 
tlian among othen. Thia waa a moat 
cutting and humbling doctrine to the 
pride of a Jew ; and it ia no wonder, 
therefore, that the apostle guarded it as 
he did. 1 Which is of faith. Justifi- 
cation by &ith in Chnst See Note, 
ch. i. 17. 

31. But Israel The Jews. The 
apostle does not mean to affirm that 
none of the Jews had obtained mercy, 
but that as a people, or acting accord- 
ing to the prevalent principles of the 
nation to work out their own righteous- 
ness, they had not obtained it. Y Which 
foUoived after the lata of righteous' 
ness. The phrase, " the law of right- 
eousness,'' means the law of justice, or 
the Just laro. That law demands per- 
fect purity ; and even its external ob- 
servance demanded holiness. The 
Jews supposed that they rendered such 
obedience to that law as to constitute 
a meritorious ground of justification. 
This they had folio-wed after, that is, 
pursued zealously and unremittingly. 
The reason why they did not obtain 
justification in that way is fully stated 
in ch. i — ^iii. where it is shown that the 
law demands perfect compliance with 
its precepts ; and that Jews, as well as 
Gentiles, had altogether failed in ren- 
dering such compliance. ^ Hath not 
attained to the la-w of righteousness. 
They have not come to yield true obe- 
dience to the law, even though imper- 
fect; not such obedience as to give 
evidence that they have been justified. 
We may remark here, (1.) That no 
conclusion could have been more hum- 
bling to a Jew than this. It constituted 
the whole of the prevalent religion, and 
was the object of their incessant toils. 
(2.; As they made the experiment 
fully, and fisuled * as they had the best 
advantages for it, and did not succeed, 
reared only a miserable and delu- 



aive system of self-righteousneas (Phil. 
iiL 4—9) ; it follows, that all similar 
' experiments must fail, and diat none 
' now can be justified by the law. (3.) 
' Thousands fail in the aame attempL 
, They seek to justify themselves before 
' Ood. They attempt to weave a rigbt- 
I eouaneas of their own. The moral man 
does this. The immoral man attempts 
it as much as the moral man, and is as 
' confident in his own righteousness. 
'The troubled sinner does this; and 
this it is which keeps him so long from 
the cross of Christ. All this must be 
renounced ; and man must come as a 
' poor, lost, ruined sinner, and throw 
himself upon the mere mercy of God 
in Christ for justification and fife. 
j 32. Wherefore? Why. The apoi^ 
tie proceeds to state- the reason why so 
uniform and remarkable a result hap- 
pened. They sought it not by faith, 
dec. They depended on their own 
righteousness, and not on the mercy 
; of God to be obtained by faith. \ By 
the works of the la-w. By complying 
I with all the demands of the law, so 
I that they might merit salvation. Their 
attempted obedience included their 
I prayers, fastings, sacrifices, dec, as well 
as compliance with the demands of the 
I moral law. It may be asked here, per- 
{ haps, how the Je^s could know any 
better than this? how should they 
know any thing about jubtification l^ 
faith? To this I answer, (1.) That 
the doctrine was stated in the Old 
Testament. See Hab. ii. 4. Comp. 
Rom. i. 17. Ps. xxxii. cxxx. xiv. 
Comp. Rom. iii. Job ix. 2. (2.) The 
sacrifices had reference to a future state 
of things, and were doubtless so un« 
derstood. See the epistle to the He- 
brews. (3.) The principle of justifi- 
cation, and of living by fiuth, had been 
fully brought out in the lives and ex 
perience of the saints of old See Rom . 
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33 As it is written, * Behold, I lay in Sipn a stumbling-stone 

b Ft. 118.22. In.S.14. 



IT. and Heb. xi. 1 They tumbled. 
They fell; or failed; or tfda irat the 
caute why they did not obtain it. 1 M 
^.at stumbUng'ttone. To wit, at that 
which be specifies in the following 
verse. A ktumbling'ttone is a atone 
or impediment in the path over which 
men may fa]l. Here it means that ob- 
atacU vfhich prevented their eittain- 
ing the righteouMneat hf faith i and 
•which ivaB the occasion of their fatlf 
'^ejection^ and ruin* That WM the 
rejection and the crucifixion of their 
own Messiah ; their unwillingness to 
be saved by him ; their' contempt of 
him and his message. For this God 
withheld from them the blessings of 
justification, and was about to cast 
&em off as a people. This also the 
apostle proceeds to prove was foretold 
by the prophets. 

38. As it it -written. See Isa. viii. 
14; zxviii. 16. The quotation here is 
made up of both these passages, and 
contains the substance of both. Comp. 
also Ps. cxviii. 22. 1 Pet u. 6. 1 Be- 
hold I lay in Sion. Mount Zion Was 
the liill or enunence in Jerusalem, 
over-against Mount Moriah, on which 
the temple was built On this was the 
palace of pavid, and this was the re- 
sidence of the court 1 Ghron. xL 5 — 
8. Hence the whole city was often 
culled by that name. Ps. xlviii. 18; 
IxLZ. 35; Ixxxvu. 2. Hence also it 
came to signify the capital, the glory 
of the people of' God, the place of so- 
lemnities ; and hence alsa the church 
itself. Ps. ii. 6 ; li. 18 ; di. 13 ; cxxzvii. 
3. Isa. L 27 ; lit 1 ; liz. 20, ^.^ In 
this place it means the church. God 
will place or establish in the midst 
of that church. 5 •^ 9tumbUng-9tone 
and rock of offence. Something over 
which men shall fall. See Note, Matt 
V. 29. This is by Paul referred to the 
Messiah. He is called rock of stunt' 
bUngt Dot because it was the design of 
sending him that men should fall, but 
because such -would be the result. The 
application of the term rock to the 

s 2 



Messiah is derived from the custom of 
building, as he is the comer-stone or 
the immoveable foundation on which 
the church is to be built It is not on 
human merits, but by the righteousnete 
of the Saviour, that the church is to be 
reared. See 1 Pet ii. 4, **l lay in 
Sion a chief comer-stone " Ps. cxviii. 
22, " The stone which ' the builders 
rejected is become the head stone of 
the comer.'' Eph. ii.-20, ** Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief corner-stone." 
This rock, designed as a comer-stone 
to the church, became, by the wicked- 
ness of the Jews, the block over which 
they fall into rain. 1 Pet ii. 8.^ ^ Shall 
not be ashamed. This is taken sub- 
stantially from the Septuagint trans- 
lation of Isa. xxviii. 16, though with 
some variation. The Hebrew is, " shall 
not make haste," as it is in our Eng- 
lish version. This is the literal mean- 
ing of the Hebrew word ; but it means 
also to be afraid, as one who makes 
haste often is; to be agitated with 
fear or fright ; and hence > it has a 
signification nearly similar to that of 
shame. It expresses th» substance of 
the same thing, y'lz. failure of obtain- 
ing expected intccess and happiness. 
The meaning here is, that the man who 
believes shall not be a^tated, or thrown 
into commotion, by fear of want of suc- 
cess ; shall not be disappointed in his 
hopes ; and, of course, he shsdl never be 
ashamed that he became a Christian. 
They who do not belie?e in Christ 
shall be agitated, fall, and nnk into 
eternal shame and contempt Dan. xiL 
2. They who do believe shall be con- 
fident ; shall not be deeeived, but shall 
obtain the object of their desires. It is 
clear that Paul regarded the passage in 
Isaiah as referring to the Messiah. 
The same also is the case with the 
other sacred writers who have quoted 
it 1 Pet iL 5 — 8. See also Matt xxi. 
42. Luke xx. 17, 18 ; ii. 34. The 
ancient Targum of Jonathan translates 
the passage, Isa. xxviii. 16, ** Lo, 1 will 
place in Zion a king, a king strdixg, 
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and rock ol offence ; and who« 
soever believeth on him ehall 
not be ^ ashamed. 

1 or, eor^oufutcd. 

mighty, and terrible ;" referring doubt- 
less to the Messiah. Other Jewish 
writings also show that this interpreta- 
tion was formerly given by the Jews to 
the passage in Isaiah. 

In view of this argument of the 
apostle, we may remark, (1.) That 
God is a sovereign, and has a right to 
dispose of men as he pleases. (2.) 
The doctrine ot election was manifest 
in the case of the Jews as an establish- 
ed principle of the divine gove,mment, 
and is therefore true. (3.) It argues 
great want of proper feeling to be op- 
posed to this doctrine. It is saying, in 
other words, that we have not confi- 
dence in God ; or that we. do not be- 
lieve that he is qualified to direct the 
affairs of his own universe as well as 
we. (4.) The doctrine of election vs a 
doctrine which is not arbitrary ; but 
which will yet be seen to be wise, just, 
and good. It is the source of ail the 
blessings that any mortals enjoy ; and 
in the case before us, it can be «een to 
be benevolent as well as just. It is 
better that God should cast off a part 
of the small nation of the Jews, and 
extend these blessings to the Gentiles, 
than that they should always have been 
confined to Jews. The world Is better 
for it, and more good has come out of 
it. (5.) The fact that the gospel has 
been extended- to all nations, is proof 
that it is from heaven. To a Jew 
there was no motive to attempt to break 
down all the existing institutions of his 
nation, and make the blessings of reli- 
gion common to all nations, unless he 
knew that the gospel system was true. 
Vet the apostles were Jews ; educated 
with all the prejudices of the Jevrish 
people. (6.) The interests of Chris- 
tians are safe. They shall not be 
ashamed or disappointed. God will 
keep them, and brin^ them to his king- 
dom. (7.) Men still are offended at 
the cross of Christ They contemn and 
'lesrise him. He. is to them as a root 



[A. D. 60. 

CHAPTER X. 
"DRETHREN, my heart's de- 
sire and prayer to God for 



out of dry ground, and they reject him, 
and fall into ruin. This is the cause 
why sinners perish; and this only. 
Thus as the ancient Jews brought ruin 
on themselves and their country, so do 
sinners bring condemnation and wo on 
their souls. And as the ancient despis- 
, era and crucificrs of the Lord Jesus 
perished, so will all those who work 
iniquity and despise him now. 
CHAPTER X. ; 
1. Brethren. This expression se^^ms 
intended particularly for the Jews, his 
ancient friends, fellow-worshippers, and 
kinsmen, but who bad embraced the 
Christian faith. It is an expression of 
tenderness and afiection, denoting his 
deep interest in their welfare. ^ JIfy 
heart'g desire. The word "desire" 
(tuioxitt) means benevolence; and the 
expression, my heart's desire, means 
my earnest and sincere wish. K Prayer 
to God. He not only cherished this 
feeling, but he expressed it in a' desire 
to God. He had no desire diat his 
kinsmen should be destroyed ; no plea- 
sure in the appalling doctrine which 
he had been defending. He still wished 
their welfare ; and could still pray for 
them that they might return to God. 
Ministers have no pleasure in pro- 
claiming the truth that men must be 
lost. Even when they declare the 
truths of the Bible that some will be 
lost ; when they are constrained by the 
unbelief and wickedness of men to pro- 
claim it of thenif they still can sincerely 
say that they seek their salvation. 
^ For Israel. For the Jewish nation. 
i Thttt tfiey might be fiaved. This 
clearly refers to salvation from the sin 
of unbelief, and thei consequences of 
sin in hell. It does not refer to the 
temporal calamities which were coming 
i)pon them, but to preservation from 
the eternal anger of God. Comp. ch 
xi. 26. i Tim. ii. 4. The reasons why 
the apostle commences this chapter in 
this tender manner are the following. 
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that they might be 



(1.) Because he had stated and de- 
fended one of the most ofiensive doc- 
trines that eouid be preached to a Jew ; 
and he was desirous to show them that 
it was not from any want of affection 
for them, but that he was urged to it 
by the pressure of truth. (2.) He was 
regarded by them as an apostate. He 
had abandoned them when bearing 
their commission, and while on hb 
way to execute their favourite purposes, 
and had preached th^ doctrine which 
they had sent him to destroy. Comp. 
Acts iz. He had opppsed them every 
where ; had proclaimed their pride, seif- 
righteousness, and crime in crucifying 
their Messfab ; had forsaken all that they 
valued ; their pomp of worship, their 
city, and their temple ; and h^ gone 
to other lands to bear the message of 
mercy to the nadons that they despised. 
He was willing to show them that this 
proceeded from no want of affection 
for them, but that he still retained 
towards them the feelings of a Jew, 
and could give them credit for much 
that they valued themselves on. ver. 2. 
(3.) He was aware of the deep and 
dreadful condemnation that was coming 
on them. In. view of that he expressed 
his tender re£.ard for their welfare, add 
his earnest prayer to God for their sal- 
vation. And we see here the proper 
feelings of a minister of the gospel 
when declaring the most terrible of the 
truths of the Bible. Paul was tender, 
affectionate, kind ; convincing by cool 
argument, and not harshly denounc- 
ing; stating the appalling truth, and 
then pouring out his earnest desires to 
God that he would avert the impending 
doom. So should the awful doctrines 
of religion be preached by all the am- 
bassadors of God. 

2. For r bear them record. To 
bear record means to be a witness ; to 
give evidence. This, Paul was well 
quan6ed to do. He had been a Jew of 
the strictest order (Acts xxvi. 5. Phil, 
tii- 6), and he well knew the extraordi- 



2 For I bear them record, 
that they have a zeal ' of God, 

a Acta SI JO. 

nary exertions which they put forth to 
obey the commands of the law. t •^ 
zeal of God, A zeal for God. Thus, 
John ii. 17, "The zeal of thine house 
hath eaten me up ;" an earnest desire 
for the honour of the sanctuary has 
wholly absorbed my attention. Comp. 
Ps. )xix. 9. Acts xxL 20, ** Thou seest, 
brother, how many thousands of Jews 
there are which believe, and they are 
all zealous of the law/' xxii. 3, " And 
was zealous toward God as ye all are 
this day." 2<eal for God here means 
passionate ardour in the things pertain- 
ing to God, or in the things of religion. 
In this they were, doubtless, many of 
them sincere ; but sincerity dees not of 
itself constitute true piety. John xvi. 
2, " The time cometh that whosoever 
killeth you will think that he doeth 
God service.'' This would be an in- 
stance of extraordinary zeal, and in this 
they would be sincere'; but persecution 
to death of apostles cannot be true re- 
ligion. See also Matt xxiii. 16. Acts 
xxvL 9, ** I thought that / ou^-ht to 
do," 6cc So many persons suppose that, 
provided they are sincere and xealout, 
they must of course be accepted of 
God. But the zeal which is accepta- 
ble is that which aims at the glory of 
God, and which is founded on true be- 
nevolence to the universe ; and which 
does not aim primarily to establish 
a system of self-righteousness, as did 
the Jew^ or to build up our ovm sect, 
as many others do. We may remark 
here, that Paul was not insensible to 
what the Jews did, and w»s not unwill- 
ing to give them credit for it. A 
minister of the gospel should not be 
blind to the amiable qualities of men 
or to their zeal ; and should be willing 
to speak of it tenderly^ even when he 
is proclaiming the doctrine of depra- 
vity, or denouncing the just judgments 
of God. t ^3t according' to know 
ledge. Not an enlightened, discerning, 
and intelligent zeal, ^ot that which 
was founded on correct ^ews of God 
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bnt not aceordhif to knowledge. 
< 3 For they being ignorant' 
of God's righteousness, and 
going about to establish their 
own righteousness, have not 
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md of religioaii troth. Such seal is 
eothuaiasui, and often becomes perse- 
cuting. Knowledge without zeal be- 
comes cold, abstract, calculating, for- 
mal ; and may be possessed by devils 
as well as men. It is the union of the 
two-^-the action of the man called forth 
to intense effort by just view§ of truth 
and by right feeUng — that constitutes 
true religion. This was the leal of the 
Saviour and of the apostles. - 

3. For they being ignorant. The 
ignorance of the Jews was voluntaiy, 
and therefore criminal The apostle 
does not affirm that they could not 
have known what the plan of God was ; 
for he says (ver. 18— -21) that they had 
full opportunity of knowing. An at^ 
tentive study of their own Scriptures 
would have led thorn to the true know- 
ledge of the Messiah and his righteous- 
neas. See John v. 39. Comp. Isa. liiL 
&c. Yet the iact that they were igno- 
rant, though not. an excuse, is intro- 
duced here, doubtless, as a mild and 
mitigating circumstance, that should 
take off the' severity of what he might 
appear to them to be saying. 1 Tim. i. 
13, **But I obtained mercy because I 
did it ignorantly, in unbelief." Luke 
zxiii. 34, <* Then said Jesus, Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what 
ihey do." Acts vii. 60. liivoluntary 
ignorance excuses from guilt ; but ig- 
norance produced by our sin or our in- 
dolence is no excuse for crime. 1 If 
God^8 righteoutnett. Not of the per- 
jonal holiness of God, but of GotTa 
plan of juttifying men, or of declare 
ing them righteous by faith in his 
Son. See JVote on ch. t. 17. Here 
God's plan stands opposed to their ef- 
forts to makd themselves righteous by 
fheir own works. ^ ,^n^ seeking to 
9labliah, dec. Endeavouring to con- 

•n. or make valid th<Hr own right- 
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submitted themselves unto the 
righteousness of God. 

4 For Christ is the end * of 
the law for righteousness to 
every one that believeth. 

h B«b.lOll4. 

eousness ; to render it such as to con» 
stitute a. ground of jusdfication before 
God \ OT to make good their own claims 
to eternal life by their merits. This 
stands opposed to the just^cation by 
grace,, or to God*s plan. And they 
must ever be opposed. This was the 
constant effort of the Jews; and in 
this they supposed they had succeeded. 
See Paurs experience in Phil. iii. 4 — 
6. Acts xxvL 6. Instances of their be- 
lief on this subject occur in all the gos- 
pels, where our Saviour combats their 
notions of their own righteousness. 
See particularly their views and eva- 
sions exposed in Matt xxiii. Comp. 
Matt V. 20, dtc ; vL 2 — ^5. It was this 
which mainly opposed the Lord Jesuy 
and his apostles ; and it is this confi- 
dence in their own lighteoumess, which 
still stands in the way of the progress 
of the gospel among men. t Have not 
submitted themselves* Confident in 
their own righteousness, they have not 
yielded their hearts to a plan which re- 
quires them to come confessing that 
they have no mer'^t and to be saved by 
the merit of anotner. No obstacle to 
salvation by grace is so great as the self- 
righteousness of the sinner, t Right' 
eousness of God, His plan or scheme 
of justifying men. 

4. For Christ. This expression im- 
plies fiiith in Christ This is the de- 
sign of the discussion, to show that 
justification cannot be obtained by our 
own righteousness, but by faith in 
Christ As no direct benefit results to 
men from Christ unless they believe 
on him, faith in him- is implied where 
the word occurs in this connexion. 
t Is the end of the law. The word 
translated "end" means that which 
completes a thing, or renders it perfect ; 
also the boundary, issue, or termination 
of any thing, as the end of Ufe, the re* 
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5 For Moses de'scribeth • the 
righteousness which is of the 
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suit of a prophecy, &c. John xiii. 1. 
Luke xxii. 37. It also means the de- 
tign or object which is had in view ; 
the principal purpose for which it was 
undertaken. 1 Tim. i. 6, *^ The end of 
the commandment is charity ;" the 
main design or purpose of the com- 
mand is to produce love. I Pet. i. 9, 
*<Tbe end of your faith, the salvation 
of your souls ;'*^ the main design or 
purpose of faith Is to secure salvation. 
Rom. xiv. 9, <* To this end Christ both 
died," &c For this design or purpose. 
This is doubtless its meaning here. 
The main design or object rohich the 
perfect obedience of the law would 
accompUahf it accomplished by faith 
in Christ. That is, perfect obedience 
to the law would aecomplish justifica- 
tion before God, secure his favour and 
eternal life. The same end is iiow ac- 
complished by faith in Christ The 
great design of both is the same j and 
the same great end is finally gained. 
This was the subject of discussion be- 
tween the apostle and the Jews ; and 
this is all that is necessary to under- 
stand in the case. Some have supposed 
that the word end refers to the ceremo- 
aial law; that Christ fulfilled it, and 
brought it to an end. Others, that he 
perfectly fulfilled the moral law. And 
others, that the law in the end leads 
us to Christ, or that its design is 
to point us to him. All this is true, 
but not the truth taught in this pas- 
sage. That is simple and plain, that 
by faith in Christ the same end b ac- 
complished in regard to our justification, 
that would be by perfect obedience to 
the moral law. ^ For righteousness. 
Unto justification, or acceptance with 
God. 1 To every one that believeth. 
See Note, ch. i. 17. 

5. For Moses describeth, &c. This 
is found in Lev. xviii. 6, "Ye shall 
therefore keep my statute^ and my 
Judgments, which if a man do he diall 
live in them." This appeal is made 
to Moses, both iii regard to the nght^ 



law, That the man which doeth 
those things shall live by them. 

eousness of the law and that of iaith, 
in accordance with the usual manner 
of Paul to sustain all his positions by 
the Old Testament, and to show that 
be was introducing no new doctrine. 
He was only affirming that which had 
been long before taught in the writings 
of the Jews themselves. The word 
describeth is literally writes (ygd^), 
a word often used in this sense. 1 The 
righteousnejss^ 4^. The righteousness 
which a perfect obedience to the law 
of God would produce. That consisted 
in perfectly doing'sil that the law re- 
quired, y The man which doeth these 
things. The man who shall perform 
or obey what was declared in the pre- 
vious statutes. Moses here had refer- 
ence to all the commandments which 
God had given, moral and ceremonial. 
And the doctrine of Moses is ,that 
which pertains to all laws, that he who 
shall render perfect and continued 
compliance with all the statutes made 
known, shall receive th«>! reward which 
the law promises. This is a first prin- 
ciple of all law; for all law holds a 
man to be innocent, and, of course, en- 
titled to whatever immunities and re- 
wards it has to confer, until he is prov' 
ed to be guilty. In this case, however, 
Moses did not affirm that in fact any 
one either bad yielded or would yield 
perfect obedience to the law of God. 
The Scriptures elsew,here abundantly 
teach that it never has been done. 
Doeth, Obeys, or yields obedience. So 
also MaU. v. 19, <'' Shall do and teach 
them." vii. 24. 26, '* Whosoever hear- 
eth these sayings. . . .and doeth them." 
xxiii. 8. Mark iii. 85 ; vi. 20. Luke vL 
46, 47. 49. ^ Shall Uve, Shall obtam 
felicity. Obedience shi^ll render him 
happy, and entitled to the rewards of 
the obedient Moses doubtless referred 
here to aU the results which would fol 
Iqw obedience. The ejfect would he 
to produce happiness ii^ this life and in 
the life to come.. The principle on 
which happiness would be conferred 



6 But the riffhteousness which 
10 of faith speaketh on this wise. 
Say * not in thine heart. Who 
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would be the mme whether in this 
world or the nexL The tendency and 
result of obedience would be to promote 
order, health, purity, benevolence; to 
advance the welfare of man, and the 
honour of Grod, and thus mutt confer 
happiness. The idea of happiness is 
often in the Scriptures represented 
by the word life. See Note, John v. 
24. It is evident moreover that the 
Jews understood Moses here as refer- 
ring to more than temporal blessings. 
The ancient Targum of Onkelos ren- 
ders the passage in Leviticus thoa — 
** The man who does these things shall 
live in them to eternal life." So the 
Arabic version is, *' The retribution of 
him who works these things is that he 
shall live an eternal life." 1 JBy them 
(fir dvroKy In them. In their observance 
he shall find happiness. Not simply 
as a result, or revfard, but the very act 
of obeying' shall carry its own reward. 
This is the esse with all true religion. 
This declaration of Mos^s is still true. 
If perfect obedience were rendered, it 
would, from the nature of the case, 
confer happiness and life as long as the 
obedience was rendered. God would 
not punish the innocent But in this 
world it never has been rendered, ex- 
cept in the case of the Lord Jesus ; and 
the consequence is, that the course of 
man has b^n attended with pain, sor- 
row, and death. 

6. JBut the riffhteouaneaa vhich is of 
faith,^ It is observable here that Paul 
does not affirm that Moses describes 
any where the righteousness by faith, 
or the effect of the scheme of justifica- 
tion by faithi His object was differ- 
ent, to give the law and state its de- 
mands and rewards. Yet though he 
had not Jhrmaliy described the plan of 
justification by faith, yet he had used 
language which woiild fitly express 
that plan. The scheme of justification 
by faith is here personified as if it were 
living, and describing its own afibcta 
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shall ascend into heaven? (that 
is, to bring Christ down jrotn 
above :) 

and nature. One descriMng it would 
say, Or the plan itMlf qteaks in this 
manner. The words here quoted are 
taken from Deut xzx. 11 — 14. The 
original meaning of the passage is this : 
Moses near the end of his life, having 
given bb commandments to the Israel- 
ites, exhorts them to obedience. To 
do this, he assures them that his com- 
mands are reasonable, plain, intelligi- 
ble, and accessible. They did net re- 
quire deep research, long journeys, or 
painful toil. ' There was no need ci 
crossing seas, and going to oUier lands, 
of looking into the profound mysteries 
of the high heavens, or the deep abyss ; 
but they were near them, had been 
plainly set before them, and were easily 
understood. To see the excellency of 
this diaracteristic of the divine law, it 
may be observed, that among the an- 
cients, it was not uncommon for legis- 
lators and philosophers to travel to dis- 
tant countries in pursuit of knowledge. 
They left their country, encountered 
dangers on die sea and land, to go to 
distant regions that had the reputation 
of wisdom. Egypt was peculiarly i 
land of such celebrity ; and in subse- 
quent times Pythagoras, and the prin 
dpal philosophers of Greece, travelled 
into that country to converse with their 
priests, and to bear the fruits of their 
wisdom to benefit their native land. 
And it is not improbable that this had 
been done to some extent even in ot 
before- the time of Moses. Moses says 
that his precepts were to be obtained 
by no such painful and dangerous jour 
neys. They were near them, plain, 
and intelligible. This is the general 
meaning of this passage. Moses dwells 
on the thought, and places it in a va- 
riety of forms by the questions, ** who 
shall go up to heaven for us,"&c. ; and 
Paul regards this as appropriately de- 
scribing the language of Christian faith ; 
but without affirming that Moses him- 
self had any reference in the passage to 
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7 Or> who shall descend 
into the deep ? (that is, to bring 

M • ■ ^ I ■ I —1 ■■ ■ ■■■»■■ I — I, » ■■ ,,^ 

the faith of the gospel. 1 On /Ax> w>«e. 
In this manner, i i&jr not in tfUne 
heart. The expression to nty in the 
heart is tb^ ^ame as to think. Do not 
thinky or sappose^ that the doctrine is 
so difficult to be understood, that one 
must ascend to heaven in order to un- 
derstand it i Who thall ascend into 
heaven P This expression was used 
amoni^ the Jews to denote any difficult 
undertaking. To say that it was high 
as ' heaven, or that it was necessary to 
ascend to heaven to understand it, was 
to express the highest difficulty. Thus 
Job zi. 7, " Canst thou by searching 
find out God ? It is high as heaven, 
what canst thou do V* &c. Moses says 
it was not so with his doctrine. It 
was not unpossible to be understood, 
but was plain and intelligible. 1 That 
ie, to bring Chriet, &c Paul does 
not here affirm that it was the original 
design of Moset to affirm this of 
Christ Hb words related to his own 
doctrine. Paul makes this use of the 
words because, ( 1.) They appropriately 
expreseed the language of faith. (2.) 
If this might be affirmed of the doc- 
trines of Moses, much more might it 
of the Christian religion* Religion 
had no such difficult work to do as to 
ascend to heaven to bring down a 
Messiah. That work was already ac- 
complished when God gave his Son to 
become a man, and to die. To save 
man it was indeed indispensable that 
Christ should have come down from 
heaven. But the language of fiuth 
was that this had already been done. 
Probably the word Chriet here includes 
all the tenets mentioned in ver. 4 as 
resulting from the work of Christ 

7. Or -who thaU deeeend int4 the 
deep ? . These words are also a part 
of tbe address of Moses, Deut xxx. 13. 
But il is not literally quoted. The 
Hebrew is^ "Neither b it beyond the 
sea, that thou shouldest say, who shall 
go over the sea fw us,'' dee. The 
word* ef the quotation are changed, 
but not the sense ; and it b to be ro- 



up "Christ dgain frona tlie 
dead.) 

membered that Paul is not professing 
to quote the words of Moses, but to 
expreet the language of faith s and 
thb he does mainly by words which 
Moses had used, which also expressed 
Ai> meaning. The^ords as used by 
Moses refer to that which is remote, 
and therefore difficult to be obtained. 
To cross the sea in the early times of 
navigation involved the highest diffi- 
culty, danger, and toil. The tea which 
was in view was doubtless the Medi- 
terranean, but the crossing of that was 
an enterprise of the greatest diflculty 
and the regions beyond that were re- 
gardid as bcmg at a vast distance. 
Hence it is spoken of as being the 
•widest object with which they were ac- 
quainted, and the fairest illustration of 
infinity. Job xi. 9. In the same sense 
Paul uses the word deep, oBvo-o-cr — 
the abyea. This word is applied to 
anything the depth or bottom of which 
is not known. It is applied to the 
ocean (in the Septuagint), Job xli. 31, 
" He niaketh the deep to boil as a pot" 
Isa. xliv. 37, "That saith to. the deep 
be dry," &c. Gen. vii. 1 1 ; viii. 2 ; to a 
broad place (Job xxxvi. 16) ; and to 
the abyss before the world was formed. 
Gen. i 2. In the New- Testament it 
is not applied to the ocean, unless in 
the passage Luke viii. 31 (see Note 
on that place), but to the abode of de- 
parted spirits; and particularly to the 
dark, deep, and bot^mless i»t, where 
the wicked are to dwell for ever. Rev. 
ix. I, 2, '* And to him was given the 
key of the bottomless ph. And he 
opened the bottomless pit;" Greek, 
The pit of the. abyss. Rev. xi. 7 ; xvii. 
8 ; XX. 1. .3. In Uiese places the word 
means the deep, awful regions of the 
nether world. The word stands op- 
posed to heaven; as deep as that is 
high ; as dark as that b light ; while 
the one b as vast as the other. In the 
place before us it b apposed to heaven ; 
and to descend there to bring up one, 
is supposed to be as impossible as to 
iMoend to heaven to bring one down 
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8 But what 8Uth it? The 
word is nigh thee, even in thy 
mouth, and in thy heart: that 
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is, the word of faith which we 
preach ; 
9 That if * thou shalt confess 



Paul does ncit affiim that Chriat de- 
acended to thaae regiona ; but be aays 
tbat there ia no anch difficulty in re- 
ligion at if one were required to de- 
acend into tboae profound regions to 
call back a departed apirit. That work 
was in fact done, when Jeaua was re- 
called from the dead, and now the work 
of salvation ta eaay. The word abysB 
here, therefore, anawers to hadea^ or 
the dark legiona of departed spirits. 
1 Thmt i»,to brings up Christ, &c 
Justification" by foith had no such diffi- 
cult and impossible work to perform as 
Would be an attempt for man to raise 
the dead. That would be impossible ; 
but the work of religion is easy. Christ, 
the ground of hope, is not by ovn xf- 
POBTS to be brought down from hea- 
ven to save us, for that is done i 
nor BY OUR KFFORTS to be raised 
from the dead, for that is done i and 
what remains for us, that is to bx- 
LiXTK, is easy, and is near us. This 
is -the meaning of the whole passage. 

8. But what saith it If That is, 
what is the language of the doctrine 
of justification by faith? Or what is to 
be done according to that doctrine! 
t The word is nigh thee. This is still 
a use of the language of Moses. Deut. 
xxz. 14.^ The meaning is, the doctrine, 
is not difficult to be understood and 
embraced. What is nigh us may be 
easily obtained. What is remote, with 
difficulty. The doctrine of Moses and 
of Uie gospel was nigh ; that is, it waa 
easily obtained, embraced, and under- 
stood. 1 In thy mouth. This is taken 
from the Septuagiut DeuL xzx. 14. 
The meaning is, that the doctrine was 
already ao familiar, and so well under- 
stood, that it was actually in their 
mouth, that is, their language, their 
common conversation. Moses had so 
often inculcated it, that it was under- 
stood and talked- about by the people, 
so that there waa no need to search in 
•Jistant climes' to obtain it The 
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was true of the gospel. The facts were 
ao well known by the preaching of the 
apostles, that they might be said to be in 
every man*s mouth, \ In thy heart. 
The wordAeaW is very variously used in 
the sacred Scriptures. As used by Moses 
in this place, it evidently means that 
his doctrines were in their mind, or 
were a subjnct of meditation and re- 
flection. They already possessed them, 
and talked and thought about them ; so 
that there waa no need of going to dis- 
tant placea to learn them. The same 
was true of the doctrine requiring faith 
in Christ It "^vas already among them 
by the preaching of the apostles, and 
was a subject of conversation and of 
thought K That is, Thiis is the use 
which the apostle makes of it; not 
that Moses referred to the gospeL His 
language conveys the main idea which 
Paul wished to do, that the doctrine was 
plain and intelligible, t The word of 
faith. The doctrine which requires 
faith, i. e. the gospel. Comp. I Tim. 
iv. 6. The gospel is called the word 
of faith, the word of God, as being 
that which was spoken, or communicatF 
ed by God toman, ver. 17. Heb. vi. 5; 
xL 3. 1 fVbich we preach. Which is 
proclaimed by the apostles, and made 
known to Jews and Gentiles. As this 
was now made known to all, as the 
apostles preached it every where, it 
could be said to be nigh them; there 
was no need of searching other lands 
for it, or regarding it-as a hidden mys- 
tery, for it was plain and manifeat to 
all. Its simplicity and plainness he 
proceeds immediately to state. 

9. That if thou shaU confess. The 
word here rendered confess (o/uexo^) 
is often rendered profess. Matt. vii. 23, 
*' Then will I profess to them I never 
4inew you." Titus i. 16 ; ui 14. Rev. i. 
22. 1 Tim. ii 10; vL 12, 13. 21. Heb. 
iii. 1, &c It properly means to speak 
that which agrees with somethings 
which others speak or maintain* Thiie 
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with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and shqit believe in thine heart • 
that God hath rdsed him from 
the dead, thou shalt be saved. 

a Acts 8.97. 
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confession or profession expresses our 
agreement or concord with -what God 
holds to be true^ andwhat he declares 
to be true. It denotes a public declara> 
tion or assent to that, here expressed 
by the words " with thy mouth." A 
profession of religion then denotes a 
public declaration of our agreement 
with what God has declared, and ex- 
tends to a// his declarations about our 
lost estate, our sin, and need of a 
Saviour; to his doctrines about his 
own nature, holiness, and law,; about 
^be Saviour and the Holy Spirit; about 
the necessity of a change of heart and 
holiness of life; and about the grave 
and the judgment ; about heaven and 
hell. As the doctrine respecting a Ke- 
deemer is the main and leading doc- 
trine, it is put here by way of emi- 
n«fnce, as in fact involving all others ; 
and publicly to express our assent to 
this, is to declare our agreement with 
God on all kindred truths. ^ With 
thy month. To profess a thing with the 
month is to speak of it ; to declare it ; 
to do it openly and publicly. 1 7'he 
LordJeaus. Shalt openly acknowledge 
attachment to Jesus Christ, The 
meaning of it may be expressed by re- 
garding the phrase * the Lord* as the 
predicate ; or the thing to be confessed 
is, that he is Lord. Corap. Acts ii. 36. 
Phil. ii. U, "And that every toogue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord.'' Here ft meansHo acknowledge 
him as Lord, i e. as having a right to 
rule over the soul. ^ Shalt believe in 
thy heart. Shalt sinc&rely and truly 
believe this, so that the external pro- 
fession shall correspond with the real, 
internal feelings. Where this is not 
tlie case, it would be hypocrisy ; where 
this is the case, there would be the 
highest sincerity, and this religion re- 
quires. \ That God hath raised him. 
'I^his fact, or article of Christian be- 
lieC is mentioned here because of its 

T 



10 For with the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness ; 
and with the mouth confesnion 
is made unto salvation 



great importance, and its bearing on 
the Christian system. If this be tnie^ 
then all is true. Then it is true that he 
came forth from God ; that he died for 
sin ; and that God approved and ac- 
cepted his work. Then it is true tuat 
he ascended to heaven, and is ex- 
alted to dominion over the universe, 
and that he will return to judge the 
quick and the dead. For all this was 
professed and taught ; and all this Was 
regarded as depending on the truth of 
his having been raised from the dead. 
See Phil. ii. 8—1 1. Eph. i. 21. Acts 
ii. 24. 32, 33; xvii. 31. 2 Cor. iv. 14. 
1 Cor. XV. 13—20. To profess thu 
doctrine was, therefore, virtually to pro- 
fess all the truths of the Christian re- 
ligion. No man could believe this who 
did not also believe all the truths de- 
pendent on it. Hence the apostles re- 
garded this doctrine as so important, 
and made it so prominent in their 
preaching. See Note on Acts i. 3. 
^ Thou shalt be saved. From sin and 
hell. This is the doctrine of the gos- 
pel throughout ; and all this shows (hat 
salvation by the gospel was easy. 

10. For with the heart. Not with 
the upderstanding merely, but with 
such a faith as shall be sincfere,' and 
shall influence the life. There cun be 
no other genuine faith than that which 
influences the whole mind. ^ Believeth 
unto righteousness, Belie^tes so that 
justification is obtained. {Stuart.) In 
God's plan of justifying men,' this is the 
way by which we may be deflated just 
or righteous in his sight. The moment 
a sinner believes, therefore, he is justi- 
fied ; his sms are pardoned \ and ho is 
introduced into the favour of God. tio 
roAn can be justified without this ; for 
this is God's plan, and he will not de> 
part from it. ^ With the mouth con' 
fession is made, &c. That is, confes- 
sion or profession is so made as to ob- 
tain salvation. He who in all ftppr<^ 
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1 1 For the Scripture saith, ' 
Whosoever belie veth on him 
•ball not be ashamed. 

12 For * there U no differ- 

a ImAM; 49J3. h Aeto lAJl Oal JJi. 



■riate ways profeflses his attachment to 
Chriat ahall be saved. This profession 
is to be made in all the proper ways of 
religions daty ; by an avowal of oar 
•entimentB ; by declaring on all proper 
occasions our belief of the truth ; and 
by an unwavering adherence to them in 
at! persecutions, oppositions, and trials. 
He who declare* his belief makes a 
profesfl^n. He who associates with 
Christian people does it He who acts 
with them in the prayer meeting, in 
the sanctuary, and in deeds of be- 
nevolence, does it. He who is bap- 
tized, and commemorates the death 
of the Lord Jesus, does it And he who 
leads a humble, prayerful, spiritual 
life, does it He shows his regard to 
the precepts and example of Christ 
Jesus ; his regard for them more than 
for the pride, and pomp, and allure- 
ments of the world. Alt these are in- 
eluded in a profession of religion. In 
whatever way we can manifest attach- 
ment te it, it must be done. The rea- 
son why this is made so important is, 
that there can be no true attachment to 
Christ which will not manifest itself in 
the life. A city that is set on a hill 
cannot be hid. It is impossible that 
there should be true belief in the heart 
9f man, unless it should show itself in 
the life and conversation. This is the 
only test of its existence and its power; 
and hence it is made so important in the 
business of religion. And we may here 
learn, (1.) That a^ro/e*mrt of religion 
is, by Paul»made a« rca//y indispensable 
to salvation at believing. According 
to him it is connected wilh salvation 
as really as faith is with justifica- 
tion ; and this accords with all the de- 
eUrations of the Lord Jesus. Matt. x. 
t2 ; XXV. 34—^0. Luke xii. 8. (2.) 
There can bt no religion where there 
ll iiot a willingness to confess the LonI 
SmiM, Thita is no tme repentance 



ence between the Jew and the 
Greek : for ' the same Lord over 
all is rich unto all that call upon 
him. 
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where we are not willing to confest 
our fikuhs. There is no true attaoh 
ment to a fiither or mother or friend, 
unless we are willing on all proper oc> 
casions to avow it And so tbore can 
be no true religion where there is too 
much pride, or vanity, or love of the 
worid, or fear of shame to confess it 
(^.) Those who never profess any re- 
iii^on have none; and they are not 
safe. To deny God the Saviour before 
men is not safe. They who do not 
profess religion, profess the opposite. 
The real feelings of the heart will be 
expressed in the life. And they who 
profess by their lives that they have no 
regard for God and Christ, for heaven 
and gloty, must expect to be met in the 
last day as those who deny the Lord 
that bought them, and who bring upon 
themselves quick destruction. 2 Pet 
i. 2. 

11. For the Scripture iaith, Ac 
Isa. xxviii. 16. This was the uniform 
doctrine of the Scripture, that he who 
holds an opinion on the subject of re** 
ligion ivillnqt be ashamed to avow it 
This is the nature of religion, and with- 
out this there can be none. 8ee this 
passage explained in Rom. ix. 33. 

12. For there is no ciijference. In 
the previous verse Paul hs(d quoted a 
passage from Isa. xxviii. 16, which says 
that every one (Greek. ;ruc) that be- 
lieveth shall not be ashamed ; that is, 
every one of every nation and kindred. 
This implies that it was not to be con- 
fined to the Jev>8. This thought he 
now further illustrates and confirms 
by expressly declaring that there is no 
dilSerence between the lew and the 
Greek. This doctrine it was one main 
design of the epistle to establish, and it 
is fully proved in the course of the ar- 
gument in ch. i — iv. See particularly 
ch. iii. 26-^30. When the apostle saya 
there is ns different^ between them. 
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13 For • whosoever shall call 



a Jod 2.32. 
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ho meaiw in re^rd to the sulject under 
discussion. In many respects there 
might be a difference ; but not in the 
^"'^ ofjnttification befote God, There 
all had sinned ; all had failed of obey- 
ing the law ; and all must be justified 
in the same way, by faith in the Loid 
Jesus Christ. The viotA difference 
(Ji3iTr6\i) means dUtincHon^ diversi- 
ty. It also means eminence^ excellence^ 
advantage,, There is no eminenee or 
advantage which the Jew has over the 
Greek in regard to justification before 
God. \ The Jew, That portion of 
mankind which professed to yield obe- 
dience to the law of Moses, y The 
Greek, Literally, those who dwelt in 
Greece, or those who spoke the Greek 
language. As the Jews, however, were 
acquainted chiefly with the Greeks, and 
knew little of other nations, the name 
Greek among them came to denote all 
who wen? not Jews ; that is, the same 
as the Gentiles. The terms " Jew and 
Greek/' therefore, include all mankind. 
There is no difference among men 
about the terms of salvation ; they are 
the same to all. This Uuth is fre- 
quently taught It was a most impor- 
tant doctrine, especially in a scheme of 
religion that was to be preached to all 
men. It was very oflfensive to the Jews, 
who had always regarded themselves as 
a peculiarly favoured people. Against 
this, all their prejudices were roused, 
as it completely overthrew all their 
own views of national eminence and 
pride, and admitted despised Gentiles 
to the same privileges with the long 
fevoured and chosen people of God. 
The apostles, therefore, were at great 
pains fully to establish it See Acts x. 
9. Gal. iii. 28. t For the same Lord 
ox'er ail, dec. For there is the same 
liord of all ; UkAi is, the Jews and Gen- 
tiles have one common Lord. Comp. 
Rom. iii. 29, 30. The same God had 
formed them, and ruled them ; and God 
now opened the same path to life. See 
this fully presented in Paul's address 
to the people of Athens, in Aists zvit 



*qpon the name of the Lord shall 
be saved. 



26—30. See also 1 Tim. \l 6. As 
there was but one Go^ ; as all, Jews 
and Gentiles, were his creatures; a« 
one law was applicable to all; as all 
had sinned ; and as all were exposed 
to wrath; so it was reasonable that 
there should be the tame may of re- 
turn — through the mere mercy of God. 
Against this the Jew ought not to ob- 
ject; and in this he and the Greek 
should rejjoice. 1 /« nch unto all 
(7r\6urZr «V irAvrde), The word rich 
means to have abundance, to have in 
store much more than is needful for 
present or personal use. It is com- 
monly applied to wealth. But applied 
to God, it means that he abounds in 
mercy or goodness towards others. 
Thus Eph. ii. 4, « God, who is rich in 
mercy*' &c. 1 Tim. vi. 1 7, 18. ** Charge 
them that are rich in this world.. . 
that ttiey be rich in good loorkt^ 
James ii. 5, **Ood hiitb chosen \h^ 
poor. . . ,rich in faith ;" i. e. abounding 
in faith and good works, &c. Thus 
God is said to be rich towards all, as 
he abounds in mercy and goodness to- 
wards them in the plan of salvation. 
1 That call upon him. This expres- 
sion means properly to supplicate^ to 
invoke, as in prayer. As prayer con- 
stitutes no small part of religion; and 
as it is a distinguishing characteristic 
of those who are true Christians (Acts 
xi. 1 1, <* Behold he prayeth") ; to cat] 
on the name of the Lord is put for re- 
ligion itself, and is descriptive of acts 
of devotion towards Gdd. 1 Pet i. 17, 
"And if ye call on the Father," dec 
Acts ii. 21 ; ix. 14, "He hath autho- 
rity.... to bind all thut call tm thy 
name,^ Acts viL 69; xxii. 16. Gen. 
iv. 26, " Then began men to call on 
the name of the Lord." 

13. For -whosoever shall call, dee. 
This sentiment is found substantially 
in Joel ii. 32, "And it shall^ come to 
pass, that whosoever shall call on the 
name of the Lord shall be delivered.** 
This is expressly applied to the times 
of the gospel, by Peter, in Acte ii 21. 
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14 How then shall they call 
on him in whom thev have not 
believed? and how shall they 

See Note on that place. To call on 
the name of the Lord is the same as to 
call on the Lord himselfl The word 
name is often used in this manner. 
**The name of the Lord is a strong 
tower." &c. Prov. xviii. 10. "The 
name of the God of Jacob defend thee." 
Ps. zx. 1. That is, God himself is a 
strong tower, &;c It is clear from 
what follows, that the apostle applies 
this to Jesus Christ; and this is one 
of the numerous instances in which the 
writers of the New Testament apply to 
him expressions which in the Old Tes- 
iainent are applicable to God. See 
I Cor. i. 2. \ Shall be saved. This 
is the uniform promise. See Acts ii. 
21 ; xzii. 1.6, " Arise, and be baptized, 
and wash away thy sins, calling on the 
name of the LordS* This is proper 
and indispensable, because, (1.) We 
have sinned against God, and it is right 
that we should confess it (2.) Be- 
cause he only can pardon us, and it is 
fit, that if we obtain pardon, we should 
ask it of God. (3.) To call upon him 
is to acknowledge him as our Sove- 
reign, our Father, and our Friend ; and 
it is right that we render him our 
homage. It is implied in this, that we 
call upim him with right feelings ; that 
is, with a humble sense of our sinful- 
ness and our need of pardon, and with^ 
a willingness to receive etern&I life as 
It is offered us in the gospel. And if 
this be done, this passage teaches us 
tliat all may be saved who will do it. 
Ue will cast nope away who come in 
this manner. The invitation and the 
assurance extend to all nations and to 
men of ^U times. 

14. Hovf then shall they calif &c 
l^he apostle here adyerta to an objec- 
tion which might be urged to his argu- 
ment His doctrine was, that faith in 
Chiist was essential tp justificaUon and 
salvation; and that this was needful 
for all ; and that, without this, man must 
^rish. The objection wa«, that they 
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believe in him of whom they 
have not heard ? and how shall 
they hear without a preacher ? 

could not call on him in whom tiiey 
had not belie^d ; that they could not 
believe in him of whom they had not 
^eard ; and that this was arranged by 
God himself so that a large part of the 
world, was destitute of the gospel, and 
in fact did not believe, ver. 16, 17. 
The objection had particidar reference 
to the Jews ; and the ground of injus- 
tice which a Jew wculd complain of, 
would be, that the plan made salvation 
dependent on faithf when a large part 
of the nation had not heard the gospel, 
and had had no opportunity to know it 
This objection the apostle meets, so fai 
as it vms of importance to his argu- 
ment, in ver. 18 — 21. The first part 
of the objection is, that they could 
** not call on him in whom they had 
not believed." That is, how could they 
call on one in whose existence, ability, 
and willingness to help, they did not 
believe 1 The objection is, that in 
order to our calling on one for help, 
we must be satisfied that there is such 
a being, and that he is able to aid 
us. This remark is just, -and every 
man feels it. But the point oi the ob- 
jection is, that sufficient evidence of 
the divine mission and claims of Jc 
sits< Christ had not been given to au- 
thorize the duclrine that eternal sal' 
vation depended on belief in him, or 
that it would be right to suspend the 
eternal happiness of Jerw and Gentile 
4in this, y Hoio shall they believe in 
him, &c. This position is equally un- 
deniable, that men could not believe in 
a being of whom they had not heard. 
And the implied objection was, that 
men could not be expected to tielievo 
in one of whose existence they knew 
nothing, and, of course, that they 
could not be blamed for not doing it 
It was not right, therefore, to make 
eternal life depend, both among Jews 
and Gentiles, on faith in Christ 
^ ^nd ho-w shall they hear, &C. How 
can men hear, unteas some one pr»- 
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15 And how shall they preach, 
except they be sent? as it is 
written, ' How beautiful are the 
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claim to them, or preach to them that 
which is to he heard and believed ? 
This is also true. The objection thence 
derived is, that it is not right to con- 
demn men for not believing what has 
never been proclaimed to them ; and, 
of course, that the doctrine that eternal 
life is suspended on faith cannot be 
just and right. 

15. Jind ho-w ahall they preach. In 
what way shall there be preachers, wn- 
less they are commissioned by Gpd? 
The Vord " ho-ui" does not refer to the 
manner of preaching, but to the fact 
that there would be no preachers at all 
unless they w«re sent forth. To preach 
means to proclaim in a public manner, 
as a crier does. In the Scriptures it 
means to proclaim the gospel to men. 
1 Except they be tent. That is, ex- 
cept they are divinely commissioned, 
and sent forth by God. This was an 
admitted doctrine among the Jews, that 
a proclamation of a divine message 
must be made by one who was com- 
missioned by God for that purpose. Jer. 
xxiii. 21; i. 7; xiv. 14, 15.; vii. 25. 
He who sends a message to men can 
alone designate the proper persons to 
bear it. The point of the i>bjection, 
therefore, was this : Men could not be- 
lieve unless the message was sent to 
them ; yet God had not actually sent it 
to all men : it could not, therefore, be 
Just to make eternal life depend on so 
impracticable a thing as faith, since 
men had not the means of beUeving. 
i ^» it it -writteiu In Isa. lii. 7. 
1 Ho-w beautiful, &c. The reason why 
this passage is introduced here is, that 
it confirms what had just been advano-. 
ed in the objection — the importance 
and necettity of there being messen> 
gers jf Falvation That importance is 
seen in the high encomium which is 
passed on them in the sacred Scrip- 
tures. They are regarded as objects 
peculiarly attractive ; their necessity is 
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feet of them that preach the gos 
pel of, peace, and bring glad 
tidings of good things ! 



fully recognised ; and a distinguished 
rank is given to theori in the oracles of 
God. Hotp beautiful. How attractive, 
how lovely. This is taken from the 
Hebrew, with a slight variation. In 
the Hebrew,' the words "Upon the 
mountains" occur, which makes the 
passage more picturesque, though the 
sense is retained by Paul. The image 
in Isaiah is that of a herald seen at first 
lea];'ing or running on a distant hill, 
when he first comes in. sight, with 
tidings of joy from a field of battle, ox 
from a distant land. Thus, the appear- 
ance of such a man to those who were 
in captivity, would be an image full of 
gladness and joy. t *^^^ ^he feet. 
Many have supposed that the meaning 
of this expression is this : The feet of 
a herald, naked and dusty from travel- 
ling, would be naturally objects of dis- 
gust. But that which would be natur 
rally disagreeable is thus made plea- 
sant by the joy of the message. But 
this explanation is far-fetched, and 
wants parallel instances. Besides, it b 
a violation of the image which the apos- 
tle had used. That was a dittant ob- 
ject — a herald running on the distant 
hills; and it supposes a picture too re- 
mote to observe distinctly ihefeet, whe- 
ther attractive or noL The meaning 
of it is dea/ly this : * how beautiful i« 
the conujig or the running of such a 
herald.' The feet are emblematic of his 
coming. Their rapid motion would be 
seen ; and their rapidity would be b«au* 
tiful from the desire to hear the mes- 
sage which he brought. The whole 
meaning of the passage, then, as ap- 
plied to ministers of the gospel, is, that 
their coming is an attractive olject, re- 
garded with deep interest, and produc- 
tive of joy — an honoured and a delight- 
ful emplovYTient. ^ That preach, &c 
Literally,'* that evangelize peace." That 
proclaim the good newt of peace ; or 
bring the glad message of peace. 1 And 
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1 6 Bat* they have not all obey- 
ed the goepel. For Esaias saith, 
* Lord, who hath believed ^ oar ' 
report. 

bring' glad tidinga^ Ac Literally, 
" and evangelixe good things ;" or that 
bring the glad roe —a ge of good things. 
Peace here is put for good of any 
kind; and as the apostle uses it, for 
the news of reconciliation with God by 
the gospel. Peace, at the end of the 
conflicts, distresses, and woes of war, 
is an image of all blessings. Thus it 
is put to denote the blessings when a 
sinner ceases to be the enemy of God, 
obtains pardon, and is admitted to the 
joys of those who are his children and 
friends. The coming of those messen- 
gers who proclaim it is joyful to the 
world. It fills the bosom of the anx- 
ious sinner with peace ; and they and 
their message wUl be regarded with 
deep interest, as sent by God, and pro- 
ducing joy in an agitated bosom, and 
peace to the world. This is an iUu»> 
tration of the proper feeling with which 
we should regard the ministers of re- 
ligion. This passage in Isaiah is refer- 
red by the Jews themselves to the times 
of the gospel. (Roaeiimuller,) 

16. J3ut they have not all obeyed the 
gospel. It is not easy to see the con- 
nexion of this ; and it has been made a 
question whether this is to be regarded 
as a fontinuation of the objection of the 
Jew, or as a part of the answer of the 
apostle. After all the attention which I 
have been able to give it, I am inclined 
to regard it as an adtniation of the 
apostle, as if he had said, * It must be 
admitted that all have not obeyed the 
gospel. So far as the objection of the 
Jew arises from that fuctf and so far as 
that fact can bear on the case, it is to 
be conceded that all have not yielded 
obedience to the gospel. For this' was 
clearly declared even by the prophet.' 
Comp. Acte xxviii. 24. Heb. iv. 2. 
1 For Eftiias saith, Isa.liii. 1, ^ fVh^ 
hath believed our report ? That is, 
Isaiah complains that his declarations 
respecting the Messiah bad been reject- 
'jd by his countrymen. The form of 



17 So then faith comet Fi by 
hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God. 
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expression, * Who hath believed ?' is a 
mode of saying emphatically that few 
or none had done it The great mass 
of his countrymen had rejected it This 
was an example to the purpose of the 
apostle. In the time of Isaiah this fact 
existed ; and it was not a new thing 
that it existed in the time of the gos- 
pel. Our report. Our message; or that 
which is delivered to be heard and be- 
lieved. It originally means the doctrine 
which Isaiah delivered about the Mes- 
siah ; and implies that the same thing 
would occur when the Messiah should 
actually come. Hence in the liiid chap- 
ter he proceeds to give the reasons why 
the report would not be credited, and 
why the Messiah would be rejected. It 
would be because he was a root out of 
a dry ground ; because he was a roan 
of sorrows, &c And this actually took 
place. Because he did not come with 
splendour and pomp, as a temporal 
prince, he was rejected, and put to 
death. On substantially the same 
grounds he is even yet rejected by 
thousands. The force of this verse, per- 
haps, may be best seen by including 
it in a parenthesis, ** How beautiful 
are the feet," &c how important is 
the gospel minihtry --^ (although it 
must be admitted, that all have not 
obeyed, for this was predicted also by 
Isaiah, &c.} 

17. So then faith cometh, &c. TTiis 
I take to be clearly the language of the 
objector. As if he had said, by the very 
quotation which you have made from 
Isaiah, it appears that a report was 
necessary. He did not condemn men 
for not believing what they had not 
heard ; but he complains of those who 
did not believe a message actually de- 
livered to them. Even by this passage, 
therefore, it seems that a message was 
necessary, that faith comes by hear^ 
ing^ and hearing by the divine mes- 
sage. It could not be right, therefore, 
to condemn those who had nut obeyed 
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18 But I Aaf , Have they not 
licard f Yes^ verily, their • sound 
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the gospel because they had not heard 
if ; and hence not right to make salva- 
tion dependent on a condition which 
was, liy the arrangement of God^ put 
beyond their power. The very quota- 
tion from Isaiab, therefore, goes to con- 
firm the objection in the 1 4th and 1 5th 
verses. \ By hearing. Our translation 
has varied ttie expression here, which 
is the same in two places in the Greek : 
' Isaiah said who hath believed our re- 
port (t» etitcn). 8o then, you must admit 
that faith comes by that report (^ umcu^)^ 
and therefore this report or message is 
necessary.' When it is. said that &ith 
Cometh by hearinfft it is not meant that 
all who hear actually believe, for that is 
not true ; but that faith does not exist 
unless there is a mesMige, or report, to 
be heard or believed. It cannot come 
otherwise than by such a message ; in 
other words, unless there is something 
made knovm to be believed. And this 
shows us at once the importance of the 
message, and the fact that men are 
converted by the instrumentality of 
truth, and of truth only. \ ^nd hear' 
ing. And the reportj or the message 
(n uko»), is by the word of God ; that 
is, the message is sent by the command 
of God. It is hia word, sent by his di- 
rection, and therefore if withheld by 
him, those who did not believe could 
not be blamed. The argument of the 
objector is, that God could not justly 
condemn men for not believing the 
gospel. 

1 8. But I Bay, But to this objec- 
tion, I, the apostle, reply. The objec- 
tion had been carried through the pre- 
vious verses. The apostle comes now 
to reply to it. In doing this, he does 
not deny the principle contained in it, 
that the gospel should be preached in 
order that men might be justly con- 
demned for not believing it ; not that 
the messengers muist be sent by Go«l, 
not that faith comes by hea/ing. All 
this he fully admits. But he proceeds 
to show, by an ample quotation from 
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went int6 all the earth, tnd their 
words unto the ends of the world. 



the Old Testament, that this had been 
actually /urnitthed to the Jews and 
to the Gentiles, and that they were 
actually in possession of the message, 
and could not plead that they had 
never heard it. This is the substance 
of his answer. 1 ffdve t/tey nbt heard ? 
A question is often, as it is here, an 
emphatic way of affirming a thing. 
The apostle means to ajirm strongly 
that they had beardU The word ** they,** 
in thu place, I take to refer to the 
Getitilea, What was the fact in regard 
to loraelt or the Jew, he shows in the 
next verses. One main design was to 
show that the oame scheme of salvation 
extended to both Jews and Gentiles. 
The objection was, that it had not been 
made known to either, and that theror 
fore it could not be maintained to be 
just, to condemn those who rejected it 
'Vo this the apobtle replies that then it 
was extensively known to both ; and 
tfsOf then the objection in ver, 14, 16, 
was not well foubded, for in fact 
the thing existed which the objector 
maintained to be necessary, to wit, 
that they had heard, and that preach- 
ers had been sent to them. ^ Veo, 
verily. In the original, a single word, 
luvour^*t compounded off*9 and cut and 
yt. An intense expression, denoting 
strong affirmation. ^ Their sound 
-wentj 4cc. These -wordo are taken in 
substance irom Psalm zix. . 4. The 
psalmist employs them to show that 
the -works of God, the heavens and the 
earth, proclaim his existence every 
where. By using them here, the apo»> 
tie does not affirm that David had 
reference to the gospel in them, but he 
uses them to express his own mean- 
ing j be makes an affirmation about 
the gospel in language used by David 
on another occasion, but without inti- 
mating or implying that David hsd 
such a reference. In this way we jften 
qui te the language of others as express- 
ing in a happy way our own thoughts, 
but without supposing that the authiM 
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19 But I say, did not Israel 
know ? First Moses saith, • I 
will provoke you to jealousy by 

a D«at.aL21. 

had any such reference. The meaning 
here 18, that that may he aliirmed in 
fart of the gospel which David affirm- 
ed of the works of God, that their 
sound had gone into all the earth. 
^ Thtfir tound. Literally the sound 
or tone which is made by a stringed 
instrument (^iyyof). Also a voice, 
a rejfiort. It means here they have 
tpoheut or declared truth. As applied 
to the heavens, it would mean that 
they speak, or proclaim, the wisdom or 
power of God. As used by Paul, it 
means that the message of the gospel 
bad been spoken, or proclaimed), far 
and wide. The Hebrew is ** their 
line^ dec The Septuagint translation 
is the sfme as that of the apostle — 
their voice (o ^Syiyyot tunZa), The He- 
brew~ word may denote the tiring of 
an instrument, of a harp, &c. and 
then the tone or sound produced by 
it; and thus was understood by the 
Septuagint. The apostle, however, does 
not affirm that this was the meaning 
of the Hebrew ; but he conveyed his 
doctrine in language which aptly ex- 
pressed it. ^ Into all the earth. In 
the psalm, this is to be taken in its ut- 
most signification. The works of God 
literally proclaim his wisdom to all 
lands and to all people. As applied to 
the gospel, it means that it was spread 
far and wide, that it ha<| been exten- 
sively preached in alj lands. ^ 'their 
vfords. In the psalm, the heavens are 
represented as speaking, and teaching 
men the knowledge of the true God. 
But the meaning of the apostle is, that 
the message of the gospel had sounded 
forth ; and he referred doubtless to the 
labours of the apostles in proclaiming 
It to the heathen nations. This epistle 
was written about the year 57« Dur- 
ing the time which had elapsed after 
the ascension of Christ, the gospel had 
been preached extensively in all the 
known nations ; so that it roight be I 
said that it was proclaimed in those re- * 



them that are no people, and by 
a foolish ^ nation I will anger 
you. 

b Tit^S. 

gions designated in the Scripture as the 
uttermost parts of the earth. Thus it 
had been proclaimed in Jerusalem, Sy- 
ria, Asia Minor, Greece, Rome, Arabia, 
ind in the blands of tho Mediterranean. 
Paul, reasoning before Agnppa, says, 
that he could not be ignorant of those 
things, for they had not been done in a 
comer. Acts xxvi. 26. In Col. i. 23, 
Paul says that the gospel had been 
preached to every creature which is 
under heaven. See Col. i. 6. Thus 
the great facts and doctrines of the 
gospel had in fact been made known , 
and the objection of the Jew was met. 
It would be anjficiently met by the de- 
claration of the psalmist that the true 
God was made known by his works, 
and that therefore they were without 
excuse (comp. Rom. i. 20) ; but tV. 
fact the gospel had been preached, and 
its great doctrine and duties had been 
proclaimed to all nations far and near. 
19. Bui I say, &c. Still furtlicr to 
meet the objection, he shows that the 
doctrine which he was maintaining 
was actually taught in the Old Testa- 
ment, t ^id not Israel knew ? Did 
not the Jews understand. Is it not re- 
corded in their books, &c. that they 
had full opportunity to be acquainted 
with this truth ? This question is an 
emphatic way of affirming that they 
did know. Bui Paul does not here 
state what it was that they knew. 
That is to be gathered from what he 
proceeds to say. From that it appears 
that he referred -to the fact that the 
gospel was to be preached to the Gtm- 
tiles, and that the Jews were to be cast 
off. This doctrine followed from what 
he had already maintained in ver. 12, 
13, that there was no difference in 
regard to the terms of salvation^ and 
that the Jew had no particular privi- 
leges. If so, then the barrier was 
broken down ; and if the Jews did not 
believe in Jesus Christ, they must be 
reiected. Against this was the objei 
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20 But Esaias is very bold, and 
saith, " 1 was found of them that 

lion in ver. 14, 15, that they could not 
believe ; that Uiey had not heard ; and 
that a preacher had not been sent to 
them. Jf, now, the apostle could show 
that it was an ancient doctrine of the 
Jewish prophets that the Gentiles 
should believe, and that the Jews toould 
not believe, the whole force of the ob- 
jection would vanish. Accordingly he 
proceeds to show that this doctrine was 
distinctly taught in the Old l^estament. 
1 First. First in order ; as we say, 
in ttte first place, ^ / loill provoke 
you. These words are taken from 
Deut xxxii. 31. In that place the de- 
claration refers to the idolatrous and 
wicked conduct of the Jews. God says 
that they had ^provoked him, or ex- 
cited his indignation, by worshipping 
that which was not Grod, that is by 
idols; and he, in turn, would excite 
their envy and indignation by showing 
favours to those who were not regarded 
as a people ; that is, to the Gentiles. 
They bad shown yhvour, or affection, 
for that wbieh was iiot God, and by 
so doing had provoked him to anger : 
and he also would show favour to those 
whom they regarded as no people, and 
would thua excite their anger. Thus 
he would illustrate the great principle 
of hb government in 2 Sam. xxii. 26, 
27, '* With the merciful thou wilt 
show thyself merciful; with the pure, 
thou wilt show thyself pure ; atid with 
the froward thou wUt show thyself un- 
savory," i. e. froward. Ps. xviii. 26. 
In this passage the great doctrine which 
Paul was defending is abundantly es- 
tablished — ^tbat the Gentiles, were to be 
brought into the favour of Grod ; and 
the catise also is suggested to be the 
ol*stinacy and rebellion of the Jews. 
It is not clear that Moses had particu- 
larly in view the times of the gospel *, 
but he affirms a great principle which 
is applicable to those times — that if the 
Jews should be rebellious, and prove 
themselves unworthy of his favour, that 
favour would be withdrawn, and confer- 
red on other nations. The efiect of this 



sought me not ; I was made ma- 
tt In.flS.1.8. 

would be, of course, to excite their iudig- 
hation. This principle the apostle ap- 
plies to his own times ; and affirms that 
it ought to have been understood by the 
Jews themselves. 1 That ui e nc peo- 
pie. That is, those whom you regard 
as unworthy the nanie of a people. 
Those yrho have no government, laws, 
or regular organization : wha wander 
in tribes and clans, and who are un- 
der no settled form of society. This 
was the case witti most barbarians ; and 
the Jews, evidently, regarded all an- 
cient nations in this light, as wvworthy 
the namt of a people, \ iS foolish 
nation. The word fool means one 
void of understanding. But it also 
means one who is vncked, or te/o/a- 
trous i one who contemns God. Ps. 
xiv. 1, ** The /bo/ hath said in his heart, 
there is no God." Prov. i. 7, " 1 'ools 
despise wisdom and instruction." Here 
it means a nation who had no under* 
standing of the true God (a^tr«). 
1 / toiU anger. My bestowing favours 
on them vnll excite your anger. We 
may remark here, (1.) That God is a 
sovereign, and has a right to bestow 
his favours on whom he pleases. (2.) 
That when men abuse his mercies, be- 
come proud, or cold, or dead in his 
service, he often takes away their pri- 
vileges, and besttiws ^tbem on others.' 
(3.) That the effect of his sovereignly 
is to excite men to anger. Proud and 
wicked men are always' enraged that he 
bestows his favours on others ; and the 
eSSecX of his sovereign dealings is, to 
p<-ovoke to anger the very^men who by 
their sins have rejected his mercy. 
H«fnce there is no doctrine that proud 
man hates so cordially as he does the 
doctrine of divine sovereignty ; and 
pone that will so much test the cha- 
racter of the 'wicked. 

20. But Esaias, Isaiah Ixv. I, 2. 
t Js very bold. Expresses the doc- 
trine openly, boldly, without any re- 
serve. The word ttfrvroKfjuut means to 
darcy to be venturesome, to be bold. 
It means here that however unpopttlai 
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nifest unto them that asked not 
after me. 
2 1 But to Israel he saith, AH 

th« doctrine might be, or however dan- 
gerous il wu U> aTow that the Jews 
were extremely wicked, and that GUmI 
for their wickednefli would cast them 
ofi^ yet that Isaiah had long since 
done i*« This was (the point which 
Paul was establishing; and against 
this, the objection was urged, and all 
the Jewish prejudioes excited. This is 
the reason why he so much insists on 
it, and is so anxious to defend every 
part by the writings of acknowledged 
authority among the Jews^the Old 
Testament The quotation is made 
from the Septuagint, with only a slight 
change in the order of the phrases. 
The meaning is, th^t God was found, 
or the true knowledge of him was ob- 
tained, by thofiB who had not sought 
after him ; that Is, by the Grentiles, who 
had worshipped idols, and who had not 
•ought for the true God. This does 
not mean that we are to expect to lind 
God if we do not seek for him ; or that 
in fact any become Ohr.8tiatts who do 
not 9eeh for it, and make an effort 
The contrary is abundantly taught in 
the Scriptures. Heb. xi. 6. I Chron. 
xxviii. 8, d. Matt vi. 33 ; vil 7. Luke 
xi. 9. But it means that the GentiUe^ 
whose characteristic was not that they 
sought God, would have the gospel 
sent to them, and would embrace it 
The phrase, ''I wax found," in the 
pa9t tense here, is in the pretent in 
the Hebrew, intimating that the time 
would come when God would say this 
of himself; that i% that the time would 
eome when the Gentiles would be 
brought to the knowledge of the true 
God. This doctrine was one which 
Isaiah 4iad constantly in his eye, and 
which be did not fear to bring openly 
before the Jews. 

21. Jlut to larael he aaith. The 
preceding quotation established the 
doetrine that the Gentiles were to be 
called. Bat there was still an impor- 
tsf li pail of his argument rsmsining ■ 



day long I have sfl'etched forth 
my hands unto a disobedient 
and gainsaying people. 

that the Jews were to be rejected. 
This he proeeeds to establish ; and he 
here, in die language of Isaiah (Ixv. 2), 
says that while the Gentiiea would be 
obedient, the character of the Jews was, 
that they were a disobedient and re- 
bellious people. ^ All day long. Con- 
tinually, without intermission; imply* 
ing that their acts of rebellion were 
not momentary ; but that this was the 
establUhed character of the people. 
5 I have etretched^ forth my hanile 
This denotes an attitude of entreaty ; 
a willingness and earnest, desire to re- 
ceive them to iavour , to invite and en- 
treat Prev. i. 84. ^Vf disobedient. 
In the Hebrew, rebelUouo, contufno" 
cious. The Gre^ answers substan- 
tially to that ; diobeUeving't not confid- 
ing or obeying. ^ Gainsaying, Speah' 
i'ng against / resisting, opposing. This 
is not in the Hebrew, but the substance 
of it was implied. The prophet Isaiah 
proceeds to specify in what this rebel- 
lion consisted, and to show that this 
was their character. Isa. Ixv. 2 — 7, 
The argument of the apostle is this; 
viz. the ancient diaracter of the people 
was that of wickedness ; God is repre- 
sented as stretching out his hands in 
vain; they rejected him, and he was 
sought and found by oUiers. it was 
implied f therefore, thst the rebellious 
Jews would be rejected ; and, of course, 
the apostle was advancing aiid defend- 
ing no doctrine which was not found 
in the writings of the Jews themselves. 
And thus, by a different course of rea- 
soning, he came to the same conclusion 
which he had arrived at in the first four 
chapters of the epistle, that the Gen- 
tiles and Jews were on the same level 
in regard to justification before God. 

In the closing part of this chapter, 
the great doctrine is brought forth and 
defended, that the way of salvution is 
open for all the world. This, in the 
time of Paul, was regarded as a novel 
doctrine. Hence he is at sp- much paim 



i. D. 60.} 

CHAPTER XI. 
T SAY then, Hath • God cast 
away his people ? God for- 
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to illustrate and defend it And hence, 
with 8o much zeal aij<] self-denial, the 
appostlee of the Lord Jesus went and 
proclaimed it to the nations. This doc- 
trine is not the less important now. 
And from this discussion we may leam 
the following truths: (K) The heathen 
world is in danger without the gdepel. 
They are sinful, polluted, wretched. 
The testimony of all who visit pagan 
nations accords most strikingly with 
that of the apostles in their times. Nor 
is there any evidence that the great 
mass of heathen population has chang- 
ed for the hotter. (2.) The provisions 
of the gospel are ample for them — for 
all. Its power has been triied on many 
nations ; and its mild and happy influ- 
ence is seen in meliorated laws, cus^ 
toms, habits ; in purer institutions ; in 
uitelligence and order ; and in the va- 
rious blessings conferred by a pure re- 
ligion. The same gospel is fitted to 
produce on the wildest and most wretch- 
ed population, the same comforts which 
are npw experienced in the happiest 
part of our own land. (3.) The com- 
mand of Jesus Christ remains still the 
same, to preach the go»pel to eviertf 
creature. Thai command has never 
been repealed or changed. The apos- 
tles met the injunction, and performed 
what they could. It remains for the 
church to act as they did, to feel as 
they did, and put forth their efforts as 
they did, in obeying one of the most 
plain and positive laws of Jesus Christ 
(4.) If the gospel is to be proclaimed 
every where, men must be sent forth 
into the vast field. Every nation must 
have an opportunity to say, **How 
beautiful are the feet of him that 
preaches the gospel of peace." Young 
men, strong and vigorous in the Chris- 
tian course, m|i8t ^ive themselves to 
this work, afid devote their lives in an 
enterprise which the apostlea regarded 
If l^nfunMf 19 M^ttn: |ad w^^ in*- 
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bid. For I alsd am ^n Israelite, 
of the seed of Abraham, of the 
tribe of Benjamin. 



finite Wisdom did not regard as unwor- 
thy the toils, and tears, and self-denials 
of the Son of God. (6.) The church, 
in training young men for the ministry, 
in fitting her sons for these tolls, is 
performing a noble and glorious work ; 
a work which contemplates the triumph 
of the gospel among all nations. Hap- 
py will it be when the church shall 
feel the full pressure of this great truth, 
that the gospel mat aa preached to 
every son and daughter of Adam ; and 
when every man who entera the minis- 
try shall count it, not self-denial, but a 
glorious privilege to be permitted to tell 
dying pagan men that a Saviour bled 
for ALL sinners.. And happy that day 
when it can be said with literal truth 
.that their sound has gone out into all 
the earth ; and that as far as the sun 
in his daily course sheds his b^ams, so 
far the Sun of righteousness sheds also 
his pure and lovely rays into the abodes 
of men. And we may leam, also, from 
this, (6.) That God will withdraw his 
favours from those nations that are dis- 
obedient and rebellious. Thus he re- 
jected the ancient Jews ; and thus also 
he will forsake all who abuse his mer- 
cies'; who become proud, luzuriout, 
effeminate, and wicked. In this respect 
it becomes the people of this, favoured 
land to remember the God of their fa- 
thers ; and not to forget, too, that na- 
tional rin provokes God to withdraw, 
and that a nation that forgets God must 
be punished. 

CHAPTER XI. 
1. / eay then* This expression is 
to be regarded as conveying the sense 
of an objection. Paul, in the previons 
chapters, had declared the doctrine that 
all the Jews were to be rejected. To 
this a Jew might naturally reply. Is it 
to be believed, that God would cast off 
his people whom he had once chosen ; 
to whom pertained th0 adoption, and 
tfaf pf«niMwk «u)4 !he cfvf^nt^ an^ 
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2 God hath not cast away his 
people which he foreknew." 
Wot ye not what the Scripture 



«e.8^. 



Uie Dumeroas blessings conferred on a 
favourite people 1 It was natural for a 
Jew to make such objections. And it 
was important for the apoetle to show 
that Ai> doctrine was consistent with all 
the promises which God had made to 
his people. The objection, as will be 
seen by the answer which Paul makes, 
is formed on the supposition that God 
bad rejected all fua people^ or cast them 
of entirely* This objection he answers 
by showing, (1.) That God bad saved 
him, a Jew, and therefore that he couid 
not mean that God had cast off all Jews 
(ver. 1) ; (2.) That now, as in former 
ttmes of great declension, God had re' 
served a remnant (ver. 2 — ^6) ; (3.) 
That It accorded with the Scriptures, 
that a part should be hardened (ver. 
A— 10) ; (4.) That the design of the 
rejection was not finals but was to ad- 
mit the Grentiles to the privileges of 
ChrisUanity (ver. 1 1—24) ; (5.) That 
the Jews should yet return to God, and 
be reinstated in his fitvour : so that it 
could not be objected that God had 
finaU^ and totally cast off his people, 
or that he had violated his promises. 
At the same time, however, the doc- 
trine which Paul had maintained was 
trua, that God had t^ken away their 
excluoive and peculiar privileges, and 
had rejected a large part of the nation. 
^ Cast away. Rejected, or put oft 
Has God so renounced them that they 
cannot be any longer his people 1 
^ His people. Those who have been 
long in the covenant relation to him ; 
that is, the Jews. ^ God forbid. Lite- 
rally, it may not or cannot be. This 
is an expression strongly denying that 
this could take place ; and means that 
Paul did not intend to advance such a 
doctrine. Luke zx. 16. Rom. iii. 4. 6. 
31 ; vi. 2. 16 ; vii. 7. 13. ^ For I am 
also an Israelite: To show them that 
be did not mean to affirm that all^e-wa 
must of necessity he cast ofi^ he adduces 
his own case. He was a Jew ; and yet 



saith * of Ellas ? how he mak- 
eth intercession to God against 
Israel, * saying, 
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he looked for the favour of God, and 
for eternal Fife. That favour he hoped 
now to obtain by being a Christian ; 
and if he might obtain it, others might 
also. 'If I should say that a^- Jews 
must be excluded. from the favour of 
God, then / also must be without hope 
of salvation, for I am a Jew.' ^ Of the 
Meed of Abraham, Descended from 
Abraham. Tiie apostle mentions this 
to show that he was a Jew in every 
respect ; that he had a tide to all the 
privileges of a Jew, and must be ex- 
posed to all their liabilities and dan- 
gers. If the seed of Abraham muat of 
necessity be cut off, he must be him 
self rejected. The Jews valued them- 
selves much on having been descended 
from so illustrious an ancestor as Abra- 
ham (Matt iii. 9) ; and Paul shows 
them that he was entitled to all the 
privileges of such -a descent Comp. 
PhiU iii. 4^ 5. ^ Of the tribe of Ben- 
jamin, This tribe was one that was 
originally located near Jerusalem. The 
temple was built on the line that di- 
videid the tribes of Judah and Benja- 
min. It is not improbable that it was 
regarded as a. peculiar honour to have 
belonged to one of those tribes. Paul 
mentions it here in accordance with 
their custom; for they regarded it as 
of great importance to preserve their 
genealogy, and to be able to state not 
only that they were JewOf but to desig- 
nate the tribe and family to which they 
belonged. 

2. God hath not cast aioay. This 
is an explicit denial of the objection. 
1 Which he foreknew. The word 
forehttew is expressive not merely of 
foreseeing" a thing, but implies in this 
place a previous purpose or plan. See 
Note, ch. viii. 29. The meaning of 
the passage is simply, God has not cast 
off those whom he had before purposed 
or desig^ned to be his people. ^It is the 
declaration of a great.principle of divine 
government that God is not changeabla 
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3 Lord, they have killed thy 
prophets, and digged down thine 

and that he would not reject those 
whom he had purposed should be his 
people. Though the mass of the na- 
tion, therefore, should he cast off, yet 
it would not follow that God had vio- 
lated any promise or compact; or that 
he had rejected any whom he had fore- 
known as his.trae people. God makes 
no covenant of salvation with . those 
who are in their sins ; and if the un- 
believing and the wicked, however 
many external privileges they may 
have enjoyed, are rejected, it does not 
follow that he has been un&ithful to 
one whom he had foreknown or desig- 
nated as an heir of salvation. It fol- 
lows from this, also, that it is one prin- 
ciple of the divine government that 
God will not reject those who are fore- 
known or designated as his friends. It 
is a part ol the plan, therefore, that 
those who are truly renewed shall per- 
severe, and obtain eternal life. ^ ff'ot 
ye not, Knovf ye not ^ What the 
Scripture taith? The passage here 
quoted is found 4n 1 Kings xiz. 10 — 
18. ^ O/EUat, Of Elijah. Greek, 
In Elijah" (« Ham). This dr^ not 
mean that it was said about Elijah, or 
coHcei*ning him; but the reference is 
to the usual manner of quoting the 
Scriptures among the Jews. The di- 
vision into chapters and verses was to 
them unknown. (See the Introduction 
to the Notes on Matthew.) Hence the 
Old Testament was divided into por- 
tions des^ated by tubjecte. Thus 
Luke XX. 37. Mark xii. 26, ** At the 
bush," means the passage which con- 
tains the account of the burning bush. 
(See Notes on those places.) Here it 
means, in that passage or portion of 
Scripture which gives an account of 
Elijah. ^ He maketh intercetaion to 
God against hraeL The word trans- 
lated maketh intercession (trr'^X'***') 
means properly to come to the aid of 
any one; to transact the business of 
any ^ne; especially to discharge thd 
office of an advocate, or to plead one's 
CMiM in a court of justice. In a sense 
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altars ; and I am left alone, and 
they seek my life. 

similar to this it is applied to Christ in 
his office of making intercession for ua 
in heaven. Heb. vii. 26. Isa. liii. 12. 
In the English language, the word is 
constantly used in a good sense, to 
plead for one ; never, to plead against 
one; but the Greek word may imply 
either. It expresses the office of one 
who manages the business of another ; 
and hence one who manages the busi- 
ness of the state against a criminal ; 
and when followed by the preposition 
fort means to intercede or plead for 
a person ; when followed by against 
(sdCTflt), it means to accuse or arraign. 
This is its meaning here. He accuses 
or arraigns the nation of the Jews be- 
fore God ; he changes them with crime ; 
the crime is specified immediately. 

3. Lord, they have killed, &c. This 
is taken from 1 Kings xix. 10. The 
quotation is not literally made, but the 
sense is preserved. This was a charge 
which Elijah brought against the whole 
nation ; and the act of killing the pro- 
phets he regarded as expressive of the 
character of the people, or that th^y 
were universally given to wickedness. 
The fact was true that they had killed 
the prophets, &c. (1 Rings xviii. i. 
13); but the inference which Elijah 
seems to have drawn from it, that there 
were no pious men in the nation, was 
not well founded. 1 .^nd digged dovm. 
Altars, by the law of Moses, were re- 
quired to be made of earUi or unhewn 
stones. Ex. xx. 24, 25. Hence the 
expression to dig them down means 
completely to demolish or destroy them. 
^ Thiue altars. There was one great 
altar in the front of the tabernacle and 
the temple, on which the daily saeri- 
fices of the Jews were to be made. But 
they were not forbidden to make altars 
also elsewhere. Ex. xx. 25. And hence 
they are mentioned as existing in other 
places. 1 Sam.. vii. 17; xvi.2, 3. t Kings 
xviii. 30. 32. Thei>e were the alUirH 
oi which Elijah coniplaineil as having 
been thrown down by the Jews; an 
act which was regarded as expre». 
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4 But what saith the answer sand men, who have not bowed 
of God unto him ? I have re- 1 vhe knee to the image of Baal. 



served to mvself seven thou- 



live of signal impiety. ^ I am left 
alone, I am the only prophet which 
is left alive. We are told that when 
Jezebel cat off the propheU of the 
Lord, Obadiah took a handred of 
them and hid them in a cave. 1 Kings 
xviii. 4. But it is not improbable that 
they had been discovered and put to 
dealh by Ahab. The account which 
Obadiah gave Elijah when he met him 
(1 Kings xviii. 13) seems to favour 
such a supposition. ^ Seek my life. 
That is, Ahab and Jezebel seek to kill 
me. This they did because -he had over- 
come and slain the prophets of Baal. 
\ Kings xix. 1, 2. There could scarce- 
ly be conceived a time of greater dis- 
tress and declension in religion than 
this. It has not often happened that so 
many things that were disheartening 
have occurred to the church at the same 
penod of time. The prophets of God 
were slain ; but one lonely man appear- 
ed to have zeal for true religion ; the 
nation was running to idolatry ; the 
civil rulers were criminally wicked, and 
were the leaders in the universal apk)s- 
tasy ; and all the influences of wealth 
and power were setting in against the 
true religion to destroy it It was 
natural that the solitary man of God 
should feel disheartened and lonely in 
this universal guilt ; and should realize 
that he had no power to resist this 
tide of crime and calamities. 

4, The answer of God (o yg»/(*awio"- 
^9(). This word is used nowhere else 
in the New Testament It means an 
oracle^ a divine response. It does not 
indicate the manner in which it was 
done, but implies only that it was an 
oracle, or answer made to his com- 
plaint by God. Such an answer, at such 
a time, wi)uld be full of comfort, and 
silence every murmur. The Way in 
which this answer was in fact given, 
•vas not in a storm, or an eartfai^uake, 
but in a still, small voice. 1 Kings 
xir. 11, 1» ^ Ihuve reserved. Thii 



5 Even so * then at this pre- 
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Hebrew is, "I have caused to remain^** 
or to be reserved. This shows that it was 
of God that this was done. Amidst the 
general corruption and idolatry he had 
restrained a part, though it was a rem- 
nant The honour of having done it 
he claims for himself, and does not 
trace it to any goodness or virtue in 
them. So in the case of all those who 
are saved from sin and ruin, the ho- 
nour belongs not to man, but to God. 
1 TV myself. For my own service 
and glory. I have kept them steadfast 
in my worship, and have not suffered 
them to become idolaters. 1 Seven 
thousand men, S&ven is pften used in 
the Scriptures to denote an indefinite 
or round number. Perhaps it may be 
so here, to intimate, that there was a 
considerable number remaining. This 
should lead us to hope that even in 
the dvkest times in the church, there 
may be many more friends of God than 
we suppose. Elijah supposed he was 
alone ; and yet at that moment there 
were thousands who were the true 
friends of God ; a small number, indeed, 
compared with the multitude of idola- 
ters; but lar^e when compared with 
what was supposed to be remaining by 
the dejected and disheartened prophet 
^ fVho have not botoed the knee. To 
boro or bend the knee is an expression 
denoting worship. Phil. ii. 10. Eph. 
iii. 14. Isa. xlv. 23. If To Bdal, The 
word Baal in Hebrew means Lord, or 
Master. This was the name of an idol 
of the Phenicians and Canaanites, and 
was worshipped also by the* Assyrians 
and Babylonians under the name of 
BeL (Conip. the Book of Bel in the 
Apocrypha.) This god was represented 
under the image of a btUU or a calf; 
the one denoting the Sun, the other 
the Moon. The prevalen worship in 
the time of Elijah was that of this idol. 
5. At this present time. In the time 
when die apostle wrote. Though the 
mass at the nation was> td^ M ft^jaoMd. 
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9611 1 time also there is a remnant 

according to the election <^ grace. 

6 And if by grace, • then is it 

no more of works: otherwise 
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yet it did not follow that all were to be 
excluded from the favour of God. As 
in the time of EKjah, when all appear- 
ed to be dark, and all theiiation, except 
one, seemed to have become apostate, 
yet there was a conriderftble nmnber 
of the true friends of God ; so in the 
time of Paul, though the nation had 
rejected their Messiah,-:— though, as a 
consequence, thetf were to be rejected 
as m people; and though they were 
eminently wicked and corrupt, — ^yet it 
did not foHow that all were mat off, or 
that any were excluded on whom God 
had purposed to bestow salvation. ^ ^1 
remnant. That which is left or re- 
served, ch. ix. 27. He refers here, 
doubtless, to that part of the nation 
which was truly piout^ or which had 
embraced the Messiah. ^ According 
to the election of grace. By a gracious 
or merciful choosing, or election ; and 
not by any merit of their own. As in 
tlie time^of Elijah, it was because (Bod 
had reserved them w^to himself that 
any were saved from idolatry^ so now 
it was by the same gracious sovereign- 
ty that any were saved from the preva- 
lent unbelief. The apostle here does not 
specify the number, but there can be 
no doubt that a multitude of Jews had 
been saved by becoming Christians, 
though fuyiaptLted with the nation — ^the 
multitude who rejected the Messiah — it 
was but a remnant 

l^he apostle thus shows that neither 
aU the ancient people of God^were cast 
away, nor that anj whom he foreknev 
were rejected. And though h«) had 
proved that a large part of the Jews were 
to be rejected, and though infidelity was 
pievalent, yet still there were some 
who had been Jews who were truly 
pious, and entitled to the favour of God. 
Nor should they deem this state of 
things remarkable, for a parallel case was 
recorde«l in their own Scriptures. We 
ntey learn Uom. thb narrative, (1.) 



grace is no more grace. But if 
it be of works, then is it no 
more grace : otherwise work is 
no more work. 

That it 18 no unparalleled thing for the 
love of nmny to wax cold, and for ini- 
quity to abosind. (2.) The tendency 
of this is to produce deep feeling and 
sofichude among the true friends of 
God. Thus David says, ** Rivers of 
waters run down mine eyes because 
they keep not thy law." Ps. cix. 136. 
Comp. Jer. ix. 1. Luke xix. 41. (3..) 
Thdt in these darkest tineR we should 
not be discouraged. There may be 
much more true piety in the world than 
in our despondency we may suppose. 
We should take courage in God, and 
believe that he will not forsake any 
that are his true friends, or on whom 
he has purposed to bestow eternal life. 
(4.) It is of God that all are not cor^ 
rupt and lost It is owing only to the 
election of grace, to his merciful 
choosing, that any are saved. And as 
in the darkest times he has reserved a 
people to himself, so we-should believe 
that h^ will' still meet abounding evil, 
and save those whom he has chosen 
from eternal death. 

6. And if grtice, &c. If the fact 
that any are reserved be by grace, or 
favour, then it cannot be as a reward 
of merit Paul thus takes occasion t n- 
cidentally to combat a favourite notion 
of the Jews, that we are justified by 
obedience to the law. He reminds 
them that in the time of Elijah it was be- 
cause God had reserved them ; that the 
same was the case now ; and therefore 
their doctrine of merit could not be 
true. See ch. iv. 4, 5. Gal. v. 4. Eph. 
ii. 8, 9. ^ Otherwise grace, &c. If 
men are justified by their works, it 
could not be a matter of yavour, but 
was a debt. Ff it could be that th^ doc- 
trine of justification by grace could be 
held, and yet at the same time that the 
Jewish doctrine of merit was true, then 
it would follow th&t grace had changed 
^ts nature, or was a different thing from 
what the word properly signified. The 
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7 What then? Israel" hath 
nut obtained that which he seek- 
eth for; but the election hath 
obtained it, and the rest were ^ 
blindfid. 

• e.>.Sl. t kmimti. 

idea of being nved by merit contradictB 
the very idea of grace. If a man owes 
me a debt, and pays it, it cannot be said 
to be done by favour^ or 6^ grace, I 
have a claim on him for it, and there is 
no favour in his paying his just dues. 
1 But if it be ofworkt, Ac. Works 
here mean conformity to the law ; and 
to be saved by worhe would be to be 
saved by such conformity as the meri- 
torious cause. Of course there could 
be no grace at favour in giving what 
was due : if there was favour, or grace, 
then worht would lose their essential 
characteristic, and cease to be the me- 
ritorious cause of procuring the bless- 
ings. What is piLid as a debt is not 
conferred as 9i favour. 

And from this it follows that. salva- 
tion cannot be partly by grace and 
partly by works. It is not because 
men can advance any claims to the fa- 
vour of God \ but fh>m his mere un- 
merited grace. He that is not willing 
to obtain eternal life in that way, can- 
not obtain it at alL The doctrines of 
election, and of salvation by mere 
grace, cadnot be more explicitly stated 
than they are in this passage. 

7. fVhat then ? What is the pro- 
per conclusion from this argument? 
^ hrael hath not obtained. That is, 
the Jewit as a people have not obtained 
that which they sought They sought 
*iie favour of God l^. their own merit ; 
and as it was impossible to obtain it in 
th&t manner, they have, aa a people, 
failed of obtaining his favour at all, 
and will be rejected. 1 That -which 
he aeekethfor,. To wit, salvation by 
their own obedience to the law. ^ T/ie 
election hath. The purpooe of chooa- 
ing on the part of God has obtained, 
or secured, that which the seeking on 
the part of the Jews could not secure. 
' )r the abstract here may be ^at for the 



8 (According as it is written, 
God hath given them the spirit 
of * slumber, * eyes * that they 
should not see, and ears that they 
should not hear) unto this day. 
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concrete, and the word ** election'* may 
mean the same as the elect. The elect, 
the reserved, the chosen part of the 
people, have obtained the favour of 
God. 1 Nath obtaified it. That is, 
the favour, or mercy, of God. ^ The 
rest. The great mass o( the people 
who remained in unbelief, and had re- 
jected the Messiah. 1 Were bUnded, 
The word in the original means also 
•were hardened {jarm^JAtto^tet), It comes 
from a word wluch signifies properly 
to become hard, as bones do which 
are broken and are then united ; or as 
the joints sometimes do when they be- 
come callous or stiff. It was probably 
applied also to the formation of a hand 
substance in the eye, a cataract ; and 
then means the same as to be blinded. 
Hence, applied to the mind, it means 
that which is hard, obdurate, insen* 
sible, stupid. Thus it is applied to 
the .Tews, and means that they were 
blind and obstinate. See Mark vi. 52, 
" Their heart was hardened." viii. 17. 
John zii. 40. The word does not oc- 
cur in any other place in the New 
Testament This verse affirms simply 
that " the rest -were hardened," but it 
does not affirm any thing about the 
mode by which it was done. In re- 
gard to " the election," it is affirmed 
that it was of God. vet, 4. Of the re- 
mainder, the fact of their blindness is 
simply mentioned, without affirming 
any thing of the cause. See ver. 8. 

8. AccordUng as it is "written. That 
is, they are blinded in accordance with 
what is written. The fact and the 
manner accord with the ancient de- 
claration. This is recorded in I<ta. 
xxix. 10, and in Daut. xzix. 4. The 
same sentiment is found also substantial- 
ly in Isa. vL 9, 10. Tike principal place 
referred to here, however, is doubtless 
Isa. zxix. 10. *< For the Loid hath poured 
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9 And David saith, Let ■ their 
table be made a snare, and a trap, 

• Pt.69 J3^ 

out Upon you the spirit of deep sleep, 
and bath closed your eyes; the pro- 
phets and your rulers hath he covered.'' 
The quotation is not however literacy 
made either from the Hebrew or the 
Septuagint ; but the tenee is preserved. 
The phrase " according as" means upon 
the tame principle, or in the same 
manner. ^ God hath given. Ex- 
pressions like this are common in the 
Scriptures, where God is represented 
as having an agency in producing the 
wickedness and stupidity of sinners. 
See ch. ix. 17, 18. See Note, Matt, 
xiii. 15. Mark iv. 11, 12. See also 2 
Thess. ii. U. This quotation is not 
made literally. The Hebrew in Isaiah 
is, God has poured upon them the spi- 
rit of slumber. The sense, however, is 
retained. ^ The spirit of slumber. 
The spirit of slumber is not different 
from slumber itsel£ The word spirit 
is often used thus. The wprd slumber 
here is a literal translation of the He- 
brew. The Greek word, however 
(»stTotv:/^ftkK), implies also the notion of 
compunction, and hence in the margin 
it is rendered remorse. It means any 
emotion, or any influence whatever, 
that shall benumb the faculties, and 
make them insensible. Hence it here 
means simply insensibility. ^ Eyes 
that they should not see, ^. This 
expression is not taken literally from 
any single place in the Old Testament ; 
but expresses the general sense of se- 
veral passages. Isa. vi. 10. Beut xxix. 
4. It- denotes a state of mind not dif- 
ferent from a spirit of slumber. When 
we sleep, the eyes are insensible to 
surrounding objects, and the ear to 
sounds. Though in themselves tiie or- 
gans may be perfect, yet the mind is as 
though they were not ; and we have eyes 
which then do not see, and ears which 
do not hear. Thus with the Jewii. 
Though they had all the proper facul- 
ties for understanding and receiving the 
gospel, yet they rejected it jThcy were 
stupid and insensible *q Its claims and 
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and a stumbling-block, and a re- 
compense unto them : 



its truths. 1 Unto this day. Until 
the day that Paul wrote. The charac- 
teristic of the Jews that existed in the 
time of Isaiah, existed also in the time 
of Paul. It was a trait of the people ; 
and their insensibility to the demands 
of the gospel developed nothing new 
in them. 

9, 10. Jlnd David sai thy 6cc, This 
quotation is made from Ps. Ixix. 22, 23. 
This psalm is repeatedly quoted as 
having reference to the events recorded 
in the New Testament (See Note on 
Acts i. 2.) This quotation is introduced 
immediately afier one that undoubtedly 
refers to the Lord Jesus.^ Ver. 21, 
** They gave me also gall for my meat, 
and in my thirst they gave me vinegar 
to drink." The passage here quoted 
immediately follows as an imprecation 
of vengeance for their sins. ** Let 
their table,'' &c The quotation is not 
made, however, either literally from the 
Hebrew or from the Septuagint, but the 
setise only is retained. The Hebrew is, 
" Let their table before them be for a 
spare, and for those at peace, let it be 
fpr a gin." The Septuagint is, " Let 
their table before them be for a snare, 
and for a stumbling-block, and for an 
offence." The ancient Targum is, 
" Let their table which tbey had pre- 
pared before me be for a snare, Hind 
their sacrifices be for an offence." 
I^he meaning is this. The word table 
denotes food. In this they expected 
pleasure and support. David prays 
that even this, where they expected 
joy and refreshment, might prove to 
them the means of punishment and 
righteous retribution. A snare is that 
by which birds or wild beasu were 
taken. They are decoyed into it, ox 
walk or fly carelessly into it, and it is 
sprung suddenly on them. So of the 
Jews. The petition is, that ivhile they 
were seeking refreiihment and joy, and 
anticipating at (heir table no danger, it 
might be made the means of their ruin. 
The only way in which this could be 
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10 Let their eyes be dark- 
ened, th.it they ma} not see, 

done would be, that their temporal en- 
joy meoti would bad them away from 
God, and produce atuiNdtty and indtf- 
Terence to their spiritual intereeta. This 
is often the result of the pleasurea of 
the table, or of aeeking sensual gratifi- 
cations. The apostle does not say 
whether this prayer was right or wrong 
The use which he seems to make of it 
is this, that David's imprecation was to 
be regarded in the light of a propftectf g 
that what he prayed for would come to 
pass ; and that this had actually oc- 
curred in the time of the apostle ; ^lat 
their very eigoyments, their national 
and private privileges, had been the 
means of alienating them from God ; 
had been a snare to them; and was 
the cause of their blindness and infi- 
delity. This also is introduced in the 
psalm as a punishment for giving him 
vinegar to drink ; . and their treatment 
of the Messiah was the immediate 
cause why all this blindness had come 
upon the Jews* ^ ^i trap^ This pro- 
perly means any thing by which wild 
beasts are taken in hunting. The 
word snare more properly refers to 
birds. X »^nd a stumbUng'block. 
Any thing over which one stumbles or 
falls. Hence any thing which occa- 
sions us to sin, or to ruin ourselves. 
^ And a recompense. The Hebrew 
word translated **that rchich should 
have been for their welfare/' is capa- 
ble of this meaning, and may denote 
their recompense, or that which is ap- 
propriately rendered to them. It means 
here that their ordinary comforts and 
enjoyments, instead of promoting their 
{lermanent welfare, may be the occasion 
of their guilt and ruin. This is often 
the effect of earthly cpmforts. They 
might lead us to God, and should ex- 
cite our gratitude and praise ; but they 
are often abused to our spiritual slum- 
ber and guilt, an J made the occasion 
of our ruin. The rich are thus often 
most forgetful of God ; and the very 
abundance of their blessings made the 
•neans of darkness of mind, ingrati- 



and bow down their hack al- 
way. 



tude, prayeilessnesa, and ruin. Satis- 
fied with them, they forget the Giver ; 
and while they enjoy many earthly 
blessings^ God sends faanrenneas into 
their souls. This was the guilt of So- 
dom, ** pride, and fulness of bread, and 
abundance of idleness*' (Ezek. xvi 49); 
and against this Moses solemnly wam<Ml 
the Jews. Deutvi. 11, IS 4 viii. 10 — 
13. This same caution might be ex 
tended to the people of this land, and 
especially to Uiose who are rich, and 
are blessed with all that their hearts 
have wished. From the use which the 
apostle makes of this passage in the 
Psalms, it is clear that he regarded it 
rather at a prophetic denunciation 
for their sins — a_ prediction of what 
•mould be — than as a prayer. In his 
time it had been fulfilled ; and the very 
national privileges of the Jews, o.n 
which they so much prided themselves, 
and which nUglit have been so great 
blessings, were the occasion of their 
greater sin in rejecting the Messiah, 
and of their greater condemnation. 
Thus their table was made a trap, dice. 
10, Let their eyes be darkened 
This is taken literally from the psalm, 
and was evidently the main part of the 
passage which the apostle had in his 
eyel This was fulfiHed in. the insen- 
sibility and blindness of the Jews. And 
the apostle shows them that it was 
long ago predicted, or invoked, as a 
punishment on them for giving the 
Messiah vinegar to drink. Ps. lix. 21. 
93. *| And boto doTvn their back €d- 
-way. The Hebrew (Ps. lix. 23) is, 
" Let their loins totter or shake,*' i. e. 
as one does when he has on him a 
heavy^burden. The apostle has retained 
this sense. It means, let them he called 
to bear heavy and oppressive burdens ; 
let them be subjected to toil or servi- 
tude, as a reward for their sins. That 
this had come upon the Jews in the 
time of Paul is clear; and it is further 
clear that it came upon them, as i< was 
implied in the psalm, in consequence 
of their treatment of the Messiah 
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11 I say then, Have they 
stumbled that they should fall ? 

Much diflSculty has been felt in recon- 
ciling the petitionB in the psalms for 
calamities on enemies, with the spirit 
of the New Testament Perhaps they 
cannot all be thus reconciled ; and it is 
not at all improbable that many of those 
imprecations were wrong. David was 
not a perfect man ; knd the Spirit of 
inspiration is not responsible for his 
imperfections. Every doctrine deli- 
vered by; the sacred writers is true ; 
every fact recorded is recorded as it 
was. But it does not follow that all 
the men who^ wrote, Qr about whom a 
narrative was given, were perfect The 
reverse is the fact. And it does not 
militate against the inspiration of the 
Scriptures that we have a record of the 
failings and imperfections of thoise men. 
When they uttered improper senti- 
ments, when they manifested improper 
feelings, when they performed wicked 
actions, it is no argument against the 
inspiration of the Scriptures that they 
were recorded. All that is done in 
such a case, and all that inspiration 
demands, is that they be recorded a« 
theif are. We wish to see human na- 
ture as it is ; and one design of (Aaking 
the record of such failings is to show 
what man is, even under the influence 
of religion ; not as a perfect being, for 
that would not be true; but as he actually 
exists mingled with imper&cUon. Thus 
many of the wishes of the ancient saints, 
imperfect as they were, are condemned 
as sinful by the spirit of the Christian 
religion. They were never commend- 
ed or approved, but they are recorded 
just to show us what was in fact the 
character of man, even partially under 
the influence of religion. Of this na- 
ture, probably, were many of the peti- 
tions in the Psalms ; and the Spirit of 
God is nu more answerable for the feel- 
ing l>ecau8e it is recorded, than he is 
for the feelings of the Edomites when 
they said " Rase it, rase it to the foun- 
dation" Ps. cxxxvii. 7. Many of those 
prayers, however, were imprecations on 
bb enemies as n public man, as the 
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God forbid : but rather through 
their fall salvation is come unto 

magistrate of the land. As it is rt^ht 
and denrable that the robber and the 
pirate should be detected and punished ; 
as all good men seek it,, and it is indis- 
pensable for the welfare of the commit 
nity, whr*e is the impropriety of pray^ 
ing that it may be done ? Is it not right 
to pray that the laws may be executed ; 
that justice may be maintained ; and 
that restrairit should be imposed on the 
guilty 1 Assuredly this may be done 
with a very diflferent spirit from that of 
revenge. It may be the prayer of the 
magistrate that God will help him in 
that which he is appointed to do, and 
in what ought to be done. Besides, 
many of these imprecations were re- 
garded aa simply predictions of what 
•would be the eflect of sin ; or of what 
God -would do to the guilty. Such was 
the case we are now considering, as 
understood by the apostle. But in a 
prediction there can be nothing wrong. 
11. Have they stumbled that they 
should fall ? This is to be regarded as 
an objection, which the apostle proceeds 
to answer. The meaning is, is it the 
design of God that the Jews should 
totally and irrecoverably be cast oS'i 
Even admitting that they are now un- 
believing, that they have rejected the 
Messiah, that they have stumbled, is it 
the purpose of God finally to exclude 
them from mercy 1 The expression to 
stumble is introduced because he had 
just mentioned a stumbling-stone. It 
does not mean to fall down to the 
ground, or to fall so that a man may 
not recover himself; but to strike the 
foot against an obstacle, to be arrested 
in going, and to be in danger of falling. 
Hence it means to err, to sin, to he in 
danger. To fall, expresses the state 
when a man pitches over ^n obstacle ac 
that he cannot recover himself, but falls 
to the ground. Hence to err, to sin, or 
to be cast off irrecoverably. The apos- 
tle shows that this last was not the way 
in which the Jews had fallen, that they 
were not to be cast ofi* for ever, but that 
occasion waa taken by their fail to in 
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the Gentiles, * for to provoke 
them to jealousy. 

troduce the Gentiles to the privilege* 
of the gospel, and then they should be 
restored. ^ Gad forbid. By no means. 
See ver, 1. ^ But rather through 
their fall By means of their fall. The 
word fall here refers to all taeir con- 
duct and doom at the coming of the 
Messiah, and in the breaking up of 
their establishment as a nation. Their 
rejection of the Messiah ; the destruc- 
tion of their city and temple; the 
ceasing of their ceremonial rites; and 
the rejection and dispersion of their 
nation by the Romans, afl enter into 
the meaning of the word fall here, and 
were all the occasion of introducing 
salvation to the Gentiles. ^ Salvation. 
The Christian religion, with all its 
saving benefits. It does not mean that 
all the Gentiles were to be aaved, but 
that the way was open ; they might 
have access to God, anJ obtain his fa- 
vour Uirough the Messiah. ^ The 
Gentilet. AH the world that were not 
Jews. The rejection and iall ot the 
Jews contributed to the introduction 
of the Gentiles in the following man- 
ner: (!) It broke down the barrier 
which bad Jong subsisted between them. 
(2.) It made it consistent and proper, 
as they had rejected the Messiah, to 
send the knowledge of him to others. 
(3.) It was connected with the destruc- 
tion of the temple, and the rites of the 
Mosaic law ; and taught fheniy and all 
others, that the worship of God was 
not to be confined to any single plaee. 
(4.) The calamities that came upon 
the Jewish nation scattered the inhabit- 
ants of Judea, and with the Jews also 
thotfe who had ^become Christians, and 
thus the gospel was carried to other 
lands. (S.) These calamities, and the 
conduct of the Jews, and the close of 
the Jewtst economy, were the means 
of giving to ap98tles and other Chris- 
tians right views of the true design of 
tlie Mi>s<iic institutions. If the temple 
had romHined ; if the nation had con- 
tinuiKl to flourish ; it would have been 



12 Now if the fall of them be 
the riches of the world, and the 



long before they would have been 
effectually detached from those rites. 
Experience showed, even as it was, 
that they were slow in learning that 
the Jewbh ceremonies were to cease. 
Some of the most agitating questions 
in the early church pertained to this ; 
and if the temple had not been destroy- 
ed, the contest would have been much 
longer and more difficult. ^ For to 
provoke them tojealouty. According 
to the prediction of Moses. Deut xxxii. 
21. See Rom. x. 19. 

12. if the fall of them. If their 
lapse, or falling. If their temporal re- 
jection and being cast off for a time 
has already accoinplished so much. 
1 Be the riches of the vforUL The 
word richer means wealth, abundance 
of property ; more than is necessary to 
the supply of our wanta. Hence it 
means also any thing that may pro- 
mote our comfort or happiness, as 
wealth is the means of securing our 
welfare. The gospel is called riches , as 
it is the means of our highest enjoy- 
ment, and eternal welfare. It is the 
means of conferring numberless spirit- 
ual blessings on the Oentile world; 
and as this was done by the fall of 
the Jews, so it could be said that 
their fall was the riches of the world. 
It wab the occasion or means with- 
out which the blessings of the gospel 
could not be conferred en the world. 
1 The lUminishing of them. Margin, 
Decay. Loss \wntifi.A). This word 
means diminution, defect^ that -which 
is lacked or -wanting. Hence also 
judgment, condemnation. Here it 
means their degradation; the with- 
ilrawing of their special privileges ; their 
rejection. It stands opposed to ** their 
fulness." 1 The riches of the Geu" 
tiles. The means of conferring import- 
ant blessings on the Gentiles. ^ How 
much more their fulness. 1*he word 
fulness {'TKn^ufiix) means that which 
fif/s up, or cttmpletes any thing. Thus 
it is applied to that which fills a vessel 



4. 1>. 60.] 



UHAPl'Ett Xl. 



237 



^ diininishing of them the riches 
of the Gentiles, how much more 
their fulness ? 

i or, deeaiti, or, lo«. • Aen 9.15. fM.\.t9. Eph.8.8. 

or cup ; also to the piece .of cloth which 
is put in tQ Jill up the rent in a gar- 
ment. Matt. ix. 16. To the fragments 
which were left when Christ had fed 
the five thousand. Mark viii. 20. Kom. 
xtii. 10. ** Love is the fulfilling of the 
law/' i. e. it is theJUliriff up of the law, 
or that which renders the obedience 
complete. See Gal. v. 14. Here it 
iitands opposed to their fall, and their 
dinunution, and evidently means their 
complete restoration to the favour of 
God ; their recovery from unbelief and 
apostasy. That there vnll be such a re- 
covery/ the apostle proceeds to show. 
The sentiment of the passage then . is, 
If their rfJRction and punishment; their 
being cut off from the favour of God, an 
event apparently so unlike^ to promote 
the spread df true religion , if their beir^ 
withdrawn fironf all active influence in 
spreading . the true knowledge of God, 
be yet the occasion of so mkny bless- 
ings to mankind as have attended the 
spread of the gospel in consequence 
of it; how muth more shall we expect 
when they shall be restored ; when the 
energy and zeal of the Jewish nation 
shall unite with the efforts of others 
in spreading the knowledge of the true 
Messiah.' In what way, or when, this 
shall be, we know not. But it is easy 
to see, that if the Jewish people should 
be converted to the Christian faith, 
they would have facilities fur spreading 
the truth, which the church has never 
had without them. (1.) They are 
scattered in all nations, and have access 
to all people. (2.) Their conversion, j 
after so long unbelief, would have all 
the power and influence of a miracle 
performed in view of all . nations. It 
wouki be seen why they had been pre- 
flTTved, and their conversion would be 
a most striking fulfilment of the pro- 
phecies. (3.) They are familiar with 
the languages of the world, and their 
conversion would at once establish 
fnadT Christian misiionaries in the 



13 For I speak to you Gen- 
tiles, inasmuch as I ' am the 
apostle of the Gentiles, I mag- 
nify mine office ; 

heai^t of all the kingdoms of the worl^. 
It would be kindling at once a thousand 
lights in all the dark parts of the earth. 
(4.) The Jew8 have shown that they 
are eminently fitted to spread the true 
religion. It was by /np9 converted to 
Christianity, that the gospel was first 
spread. Each of the. apostles was. a 
Jew ; and they have lost none of the 
ardour, enterprise, and zeal that always 
characterized their nation. I'heir con- 
version would be, therefore, to give 
to the Christian cht^rch a host of 
missionaries prepared for their work, fa- 
miliar with all customs, languages, and 
climes, and already in the heart of 
all kingdoms, and with facilities for 
their work in advance, which others 
must gain only by the slow toil of 
many years. 

13. For I apeak to you Gentile; 
What I am saying respecting &e Jews, 
I say with reference to you who are 
Gentiles, to show you in what manner 
you have been admitt^ to the privi-. 
leges of the people of God ; to excite 
your gratitude; to warti you against 
abusing those mercies, &c. As Paul 
also was appointed to preach to them, 
he had, a right to speak to them with 
authority. ^ I am the apostle of the 
Gentiles, The apostle of the Gentiles, 
not because other apostles did not 
preach to Gentiles; for they all did, ex- 
cept perhaps James ; nor because Paul 
did not himself preach occasionally 
among the Jews ; but because he was 
especially called to cany the gospel to 
the Gentiles, and that this was his ori- 
ginal commission (Acts ix. 15); be- 
cause he was principally employed in 
collecting and organizing churches 
in heathen lands; and because the 
charge of the Gentile churches was 
especially intrusted to him, while that 
of the Jewbh churches was especially 
intrusted to Peter. See G9I. i. 16. 
Eph. iii. 8. Gal. ii. 7, S. As Paul waa 
especially appointed t* tliwoffioe»h» 
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14 If by any means I may 
provoke to emulation them 
which are my flesh, and might 
save * some of them. 



• ICor.T.lt. 



elatmed tpecial aatfaoritj to address 
those who were gathered ioto the 
Christian church firom heathen lands. 
Y / magnify mine ofice, I honour 
(/o{^a^) my ministry. I esteem it of 
great importance ; and by thus riiowing 
that the gospel is to be preached to the 
Gentiles, tiiat the barrier between 
them and the Jews is to be broken 
down, that the gospel may be preach- 
ed to all men, I show that the office 
which proclaimt this is one of signal 
honour. A minister may not magnify 
fumgelff hut he may magnify hit office. 
He mayeste<Km himself mb less than the 
least of all saints, and unworthy to, 
be called a servant of (vod (Eph. iii. 8), 
yet he may fiBel that he is an ambassa- 
dor of Christ, intrusted with a message 
of saWatinn, entitled to the respect due to 
an ambassador, and to the honour which 
is appropriate to a messenger of God. 
To unite these two things constitutes 
the dignity of the Christian ministry. 

14. If by any meant. If even by 
stating unpleassnt truths, if ' by bring* 
ing out all the counsel of God, even 
that which threatens their destruction, 
I may pirrest their attention, and save 
them. ^ / matf provoke to emtUation. 
I may awaken up to leal, or to , an 
earnest desire to obtain the like bless- 
ings. This was in accordance with 
the prediction of Moses, that the calling 
in of the Gentiles would excite their 
attention, and provoke them to deep 
feeling. Note, ch. x. 19. The apostle 
expected to <!o this by calling their at- 
tention to the ancient prophecies ; by 
alarming their fears about their own 
danger; and by showing them the 
great privileges which Gentitee might 
enjoy under the gospel ; thus appealing 
to them by every principle of benevo- 
lenee, by all thdr regard for God and 
I, to excite them to seek the same 



15 For if the casting away 
of them be the reconciling of the 
world, what «Aa// the receiving «»/ 
them be, hut life from the dead ? 



blessings. 1 Myjle$h. MycomUy- 
men. My kinsmen. Those belonging 
to the same family or nation, ch. iz. 3. 
Gen. xxix. 14, Judg. ix. 2. 2 Sam. ▼. 
1. Isa. Iviii. 7. 1 ^nd tave tome of 
them. This desbe the apostle often 
expressed. (See ch. ix. 2, 3; x. 1, 2.) 
We may see here, (I.) That it is the 
earnest wish of the ihinistry to save 
the BoxxU of men. (2.) That they 
should urge every argument and appeal 
with reference to this. (3.) That even 
the most awful and humbling truths 
may have this tendency. No truth 
could be more h^ely to irritate and of- 
fend than that the Jews would be cast 
off; and yet the apostle used this so 
faithfully, and yet so tendcsrly* that he 
expected and desired it might be the 
means of saving the souls of his coun- 
trymen. Truth often irritates, enrages, 
and thus excites the attention. Thought 
or inquiry, hovex*er it may be excited, 
may result in conversion. And thus, 
even' restlessness, and vexation, and 
anger, may be the means of leading a 
sinner to Jesus Christ It should be 
no part of a minister's object, howevter, 
to produce anger. It is a bad emo- 
tion ; in itself it is evil ; and if men 
can be won to embrace the Saviour 
•without anger, it is better. No wise 
man would excite a storm and tempest 
that might require infinite power to 
subdue, when the same object could be 
gained with comparative peace, and 
under the mild influence of love. (4.) 
It is right to use all the means in oui 
power, not absolutely wicked, to save 
men. Paul was full of devices ; and 
much o^the success of the ministry will 
depend on a wise use of plans, that 
may, by the divine blessing, arrest and 
save the souls of men. 

15. For if the casting atoay of them. 
If their r^oftion as thejbccu&or people 



A. D. 60.1 



CHAPTER XI 



of Qod'— thetf tfxduMon from their na- 
tional privileges, on account of their 
unbelief. It is the same as **theya// 
of them." ver, 12, 1 Be the reconcil" 
inff •/ the wrld. The word reconci- 
liation (HsroikMeyi) denotes commonly 
a pacification of contending parties ; a 
removing the occasion of difference, so 
as again to be united. 1 Cor. viL 11, 
** Let ^er remain unmarried, or be re 
conciled to her husband." It is com- 
monly applied to the reconciliation^ or 
pacification, produced between man and 
God by the gospel. They are brought 
to union, to friendship, to peace, by the 
intervention of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Rom. ▼, 10. 2 Cor. V. 18, 19, *«God 
war in Christ reconciling the world 
unto himself.*' Hence the ministry is 
called the " ministry of reconciliation." 
2 Cor. T. 18. And hence this word is 
used to express the atoTtement. Rom. 
▼.11, '' By whom we have now re- 
ceived the atonement** (the reconcp- 
Uation)* In this place it means that 
many of the Gentiles — the world — had 
become reconciled to God as the retidt 
of the castings off of the Jews. By 
their unbelief, the way had' been open- 
ed to preach the gospel to the Gentiles ; 
it was the occanon by which God sent 
it to the nations of Uie earth. Comp. 
Acts xiii. 46. ^ The receiving of 
them. The same as was denoted (^ver. 
12) by their fnlnesa. If the casting 
them oSt an event so little likely, ap- 
parently, to produce any good effect, 
was nevertheless overruled ioUBio pro- 
duce important benefits in the spread 
of the gospel, how much more may we 
expect will be accomplished by their 
conversion and return ; an evwatjitted 
in itself to produce an important influ- 
ence on mankind. One would have 
supposed that their rejection of the 
Measiah would have been an import- 
ant obstacle in the^ -way of the gospel. 
It was overruled* liowever, to promote 
its increase. Their r^lurn will have 
a direct tendency to spread it. How 
much mote, therefore, may we expect 
to be accomplished by that 1 ^ But 
t^ft from th9 daad. Thm ia aa in* 



stance of the peculiar, glowing, and 
vigorous manner of the apostle PaitL 
His mind catches at the thought of 
what may be produced by the recovery 
of the Jews, and no ordinary language 
would convey his idea. He had al- 
ready exhausted the usual forms of 
speech by saying that even their rejec- 
tion had reconciled the viorld, and that 
it was the riches of the Gentiles. To 
say that their recovery — a striking and 
momentous event;. an event so much 
better fitted to produce important results 
— woultl be attended by the conversion 
of the world, would, be insipid, snd 
tame. He uses, therefore, a most bold 
and striking figure. The resurrection 
of the dead was an image of the most 
vast and wonderful event that could 
take place. This image, therefore, in 
the apostle's mipd, was a striking illua 
tration of the great change and refor- 
mation ^hich should take place when 
the Jews should be restored,, and the 
efiect should be felt in the conversion 
also of the Gentile world. Some have 
supposed that the apostle here refers to 
a literal resurrection of the dead, as 
the conversion of the Jews. But there 
is not the slightest evidence of this. 
He refers to the recovery of the nations 
from the death ofsin^ which shall taxe 
place when the Jews shall be converted 
te the Christian faith. The prophet 
Ez^kiel (ch. xxxvii. 1 — 14) has also 
used the same image of the resurrection 
of the dead to denote a great moral 
change among a people. It is clear 
here that the apostle fixed his eye on a 
future conversion of the Jews to the 
gospel, and expected that their conver- 
sion would precede the universal con- 
version of the Gentiles to the Christian 
fiiith. There could be ho event that 
would make so immediate and decided 
an impression on the pagan world as 
the conversion of the Jews. They are 
scattered every where ; they have access 
to all people ; they understand all lan- 
guages ; and their conversion would be 
like kindling up thousandji of Kghu at 
once in th« darkaeas ef tlia pagsn 
world. 
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16 For it" • the first-fruit be\es*he broken off, and thou, • 



holy, the lump is also holy: 
and if the root be holy, so are 
the branches. 

17 And if some of the branch- 

• Liv ja.10. Niiai.lS.18-tI. 

16. For if the Jirat-fruit be holy. 
The word f,r»t-frmt ( ^HX*') ^^ 
here denotes the firntUng of fruit or 
grain which was separated from the 
mass and presented as an offering to 
God. The Jews were required to pre- 
sent such a portion of their harvest to 
God, as an expression of gratitude and 
of their seniie of dependence. Num. xv. 
19 — Vi\. Till this was done, it was not 
lawful to partake of the harvest The 
offering of this was regarded as render- 
^in^ the mass Ao/y, i. e. it was lisiwful 
then to partake of it The first-fruits 
were regarded as among the hest por- 
tions of the harvest ; and it was their 
duty to devote to God that which 
would be the best expression of their 
thanksgivings This was the general 
practice in relation to all that the land 
produced. The expression here, how- 
ever, has reference to the small portion 
of dough ot kneaded mea/ that was 
offered to God ; and then the mass or 
lump i^O^*/utst) was left for the use of 
bim who made the oi3*ering» Num. xv. 
20. 1 Be holy. Be set apart, or con« 
secrated to God, as he commanded. 
^ The lufnp. The ma9». It refers 
here properly to the dough of which a 
part had been offered. The same was 
true jilso in relation to the harvest, 
after the vfotve-aheaf had been offered ; 
of the flock, afler the first male had 
been offered, 6cc, H Js aUo holy. It 
is lawful then for the owner to partake 
of it The offering of a part has con- 
secrated the whole. By this illustra- 
tion Paul doubtless means to say that 
the Jewish nation, as a people, were 
set apart to the service of God, and 
were so regarded by him. Some have 
supposed that by the Jtrst'/ndt here 
the apostle intends to refer to the early 
converts made to the Christian faith in 
the first preaching of the goepel. But 



being a wild olive-tree, wert 
graffed in ^ among them, and 
with them partakest of the root 
and fatness of the olive-tree ; 

b J«r.n.l6. e Epb^.ia,ia. < vitfffr, 

it is more probable that he refers to the 
patriarcha, the pious men of old, as 
the Jtrat-fruita of the Jewish n&tion. 
See ver. 28. ^ By their piety the pation 
was, in a manner,' ssnctified, or set 
apart to the service of God ; implying 
that yet the great mass of them would 
be reclaimed and saved. 1 If the root 
be holy. This figure expresses the 
same thing as is denoted in the fir^ 
part of the verse. The root of a tree is 
the source of nutricious juices nece»> 
sary for its growth, and gives its cha- 
racter to the tree. If that be sound, 
pure, vigorous, we expect the same of 
the branches. A root bears a similar 
relation to the tree that the first-fruit 
does to the mass of bread. Perhaps 
there is allusion here to Jer. xi. 16, 
where the Jewish nation is represented 
under the image oi *' a green olive-tree, 
fair, and of jgoodly fruit" In this place 
the reference is dou'btless to Abraham 
and the patriarchs, as the root or found- 
ers of the Jewish nation. If they were 
holy, it is to be expected that the ^s- 
.tant branches, or descendants, would 
also be so regarded. The mention of 
the root and branches of a tree gives 
the apostle occasion for an illustration 
of the reliction at that time of the Jews 
and Gentiles to the church of Christ 

\1. If some of the branches. The 
illustration here is taken from the prao* 
tice of those who ingraft trees. The 
useless branches, or those which bear 
poor fruit, are cut off, and a better kind 
inserted. ' If some of the natural d^ 
scendants of Abraham, the holy root, 
are cast off because they are unfruitful, 
i. e. because of unbelief and sin.' ^ ^nd 
thou* The Word thou here is used to 
denote the . Gentile, whom Paul was 
thun particularly addressing. ^ Being 
a rvild olive-tree. From this passage 
It would seem that the ^live'tre^ waa 
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18 Boast ' not against the 
branches. But if thou boasts 



• lCor.10.l8. 



sometimes cultivated, and that cultiva- 
tion was necessary in order to render it 
fruitful. The cultivated olive-tree is 
** of a moderate height, its trunk knotty, 
its bark smooth and ash-coloured, its 
wood is solid and yellowish, the leaves 
are oblong, and almost like those of the 
willow, of a green colour, &c. The 
wild olive is smaller in all its parts." 
{Calmet,) The wild olive was un- 
fruitful, or its fruit very imperfect and 
useless. The ancient writers explain 
this word by "unfruitful, barren." 
(Schieutner.) This was used, there- 
fore, as the emblem of unfruitfulness 
and barrenness, while the cultivated 
olive produced much fruit. The mean- 
ing here is, that the Gentiles had been 
like the wild olive, unfruitful in holi- 
ness; that they had been uncultivated 
by the institutions of the true religion, 
and consequently had grown op in the 
wildness and sin of nature. The Jews 
had been like a cultivated olive, long 
under the training and blessing of God. 
^ Wei't graffed in. The process of 
grafting consists in inserting a scion or 
a young shoot into another tree. To 
do this, a useless limb is removed ; and 
the ingrafted limb produces fruit ac- 
cording to its new nature or kind, and 
not according to the tree in which it 
is inserted. In thb way a tree which 
bears no fruit, or whose branches are 
decaying, may be recovered, and be- 
come valuable. The figure of the apos- 
tle is a very vivid and beautiful one. 
The ancierit root or stock, that of Abra- 
ham, &c. was good. The branches— 
the Jews in the time of the apostle — 
had become decayed and unfruitful, 
and broken off. The Gentiles had 
been gratfed into this stock, and had 
restoretl the decayed vigour of the an- 
cient people of God; and a fruitless 
church had become vigorous and flou- 
rishing. But the apostle soon pro- 
ceeds to keep the Gentiles from exalta- 
tion on account of this. ^ Among 
them. Among liie branches, ao as to 



thou beurest not the rodt> bot 
the root thee. 

19 Thou wilt say then, The 

partake v>ith them of the juices of the 
root 1 Partake^t of the root. The 
ingrafted limb would derive nrnrish- 
ment from the root as much as though 
it were a natural branch of the uee. 
The Gentiles derived now Uie Iienefit 
of Abraham's faith and holy labours, 
and of the promises made to him and 
to his 'seed. \ Fatnest of the olive* 
tree. The word fatness here means 
fertility, friiitfulness — the rich juicer 
of the olive producing fruit. See Judg. 
ix. 9. 

18. Boast no/, &c. The tendency 
of men is to triumph over one that la 
fallen and rejected. The danger of 
pride and boasting on account of pri- 
vileges is not less in the church than 
elsewhere. Paul saw that some of the 
Gentiles might be in danger of exalta* 
tion over the fallen Jews, and therefore 
cautions them against it. The ingrafted 
shoot, deriving all its vigour and fruit- 
fulness from the stock of another tree, 
ought not to boast against the branches. 
1 But if thou boast. If thou art so 
inconsiderate and wicked, so devoid of 
humility, and lifted up with pride, as 
to boast, yet know that there is no oc- 
casion for it. If there vfere occasion 
for boasting, it would rather be in the 
root or stock which sustains the 
branches; least of all can it be in 
those which were graffed ' in, having 
been before wholly unfruitful. 1 Thou 
beurest not the root. The source df 
all your blessings is in the ancient 
stock. It is clear from this, that the 
apostie regarded the church as one; 
and that the Christian economy was 
only a prolongation of the ancient dia- 
pensation. The tree, even with a part 
of the branches removed, and others 
ingrafted, retains iu identity, and Is 
never regarded as a different tree.. 

19. Tho7t wilt say then. Thou whd 
art a Gentile. 1 The branches loere 
broken off, &C. The Jews were re- 
jected in order that the gospel might be 
preached to the Gentiles. This moM 
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branches were broken ofT, that 
1 might be grafTed in. 

20 Well ; because of unbelief 
they were broken off; anil thou 
standest by faith. Be not high- 
mmded, but fear :* 

21 For if God spared not the 



• Phil.S.11. 



•Mm to follow from what the apotiile 
had said in ver. U, 12. Parhapa it 
might be said that there was some 
ground of exultation from the fact that 
God bad rnected his ancient people for 
the sake of making a way open to ad- 
mit the Grentiles to the diorch. The 
objection is, that the branches were 
broken off in order that others misbt 
be graf&d in. To this Paul replies in 
the next verse, that this was not the 
reaton why they were rejected^ but 
their unbelief was the cause. 

20. IVeU, True. It is true they 
were broken off; but in order to show 
tliat there was no occasion for boasting, 
he adds that they were not rejected in 
order to admit others, but because of 
their unbelief, and that their fate should 
have a salutary impression on those 
who had no occasion for boasting, but 
who might lie rejected fur the same 
cause. This is an instance of remark- 
able /ac/ and delicacy in an argument, 
admitting the miun force of the remark, 
but giving it a slight change in accord- 
ance with the truth, so as to parry its 
force, and gii^e it a practical bearing on 
the very point which he wished to en- 
force. X Thou ttandett by faith. The 
continuance of these mercies to you 
depends on your fidelity. If you are 
faithful, they will be preserved ; if, like 
the Jews, you become unlielieving and 
unfruitful, like them you will be also 
If jected. This fact should repress 
boasting, and excite to anxiety and 
caution. ^ Be not high-minded. Do 
not be elated >a the conception of your 
privileges, so as to produce vain self- 
euiifidence and bi>isting. \ But fear. 
This fear stands opposed to the spirit 
iitf boMting and self-confidence, against 
which he Was exhorting them* It does 



natural brandies, take hted lest 
he spare not thee. 

22 Behold therefore the good- 
ness and seventy of God ; on 
them which fell, severity ; but 
towards thee, goodness ; if* thou 
continue in his goodness : other 

A fle:>A.6,U; I0.2S.S8. 

n(4 mean terror or ho7'ror, but it de- 
notes humility, watchfulness, and soli- 
citude to abide in the faith. Do not 
be haughty and high-minded against 
the Jew, who has been cast otl^ but 
** demean yourself as a humble believer, 
and one who has need to be continu- 
ally on his guard, and to fear lest he 
may fall through unbelief, and he cast 
off." (^Stuurt.) We may here learn, 
(1.) That there is danger lest those 
who are raised to eminent privileges 
should become unduly exalted in iheii 
own estimation, and despise others. 
(2.) The tendency of faith is to pro- 
mote humility and a sense of our depend- 
ence on God. (3.^ The system of sal- 
vation by frtith pnNluces that solicitude, 
and careful guarding, and watchfulness, 
which is necessary to preserve us from 
apostasy and ruin. 

2 1 . for if God, &c. If God did not 
refrain from rt-jecting the Jews who 
became unlielievers, assuredly he will 
not refrain from rejecting you in the 
same circumstances. It may lie sup- 
po:»ed that he will he quite as ready to 
reject ihe ingrafted branches, as to 
cast off those which l)elonged to the 
patient atoch. The situation of the 
Gentiles is not such as to give them 
any security over th^ condition of the 
rejected Jew. 

32. Behald^ therefore, &c Regard, 
or contemplate, for purposes of your 
own improvement and benefit, the deal- 
ings of God. VVe sh(»uld look on all 
his dispensations of judgment or of 
mercy, and derive lessons from all to 
promote our own steadfast adherence to 
the faith of the gospel. ^ Tiic goodnraw. 
The benevolence or mercy of God to- 
wards you in admitting you to his fa- 
vour. This calls for gratitude, lovfv 
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wise thou * al^o sbalt be cut 
off 

23 And they also, if * they 
bide not still in unbelief, shall 
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confidence. It demands expressions of 
thanksgiving. It should be highly priz- 
ed, in order that it may excite to dili- 
gence to secure its continuance. ^ The 
severity of God. That is, towards the 
Jews. The word severity now sug- 
gests sometimes the idea of harshness^ 
or even of ci'nelty. {Webster.) But 
nothing of this kind is conveyed in the 
original word here. It properly denotes 
cutting offt uTnTifjiiuv, from anvrt/uvctf 
to cut off; and is commonly applied to 
the act of the gardener or vinedresser 
in trimming trees or vines, and cutting 
off the decayed or useless branches. 
Here it refers to the act of God in cut' 
ting off or rejecting the Jews as useless 
branches ; and conveys no idea of in- 
justice, cruelty, or harshness. It was a 
just, act, and consistent with all the per- 
fections of God. It indicated a purpose 
to do that which was rig/itj though the 
inflictions might seem to be severe, and 
though they must involve them in many 
heavy calamities. ^ On them loluch 
felU severity. On the Jews, who had 
been rejected because of their unbelief. 
1 But to-ativuts thee, goodness. To- 
wards the Gentile world, benevolence. 
The word goodness properly denotes 
betiignity or benevolence. Here it sig- 
nifies the kindness of God in bestowing 
these favours on the Gentiles. ^ If 
thou continue in his goodness. The 
wonl "his" is not in the original. And 
the word goodness may denote integri' 
'y» fi^'obity, uprightness, as well as fa« 
trour. Rom. tii. 12, ** There is none 
hat doeth good" The Septuagint 
>ften thus uses the word. Ps xiii. 1 . 3, 
&C. This is probably the meaning 
lere^ though it may mean *tf thou 
lost continue in a state of ftavour;' 
Jiat is, if your faith and good conduct 
;hall he such as to make it proper for 
God to continue his kindness towards 
vou. Christiana do not m^**ii the fa* 



be graffed in : for God is able to 
graff them in again. 

24 For if thou wert cut oul 
of the olive-tree which is wild 



vour of God by their faith and good 
works ; but their obedience is an indis- 
pensable condition on which that favour 
is to be continued. It is thus that the 
grace of Gud is magnified, at the same 
time that the highest good is done to 
man himself. ^ Othei'wise thou also 
shalt be cut off. Comp. John xv. 2. 
The word thou refers here to the Gen- 
tile churches. In relation 4o them the 
favour of God was dependent on their 
fidelity. If they liecame disobedient 
and unbelieving, then the same princi' 
pie which led him to withdraw his mer- 
cy from the Jewish people would lead 
also to their rejection and exclusion. 
And on this principle God has acted in 
numberless cases. Thus his favour was 
withdrawn from the seven churches of 
Asia (Rev. i — ^iii.), from Corinth, from 
Antioch, from Philippi,-'and even from 
Rome itself. 

23. ^n</ they also'. The Jews. ^ if 
tliey bide not, &c If they do not con- 
tinue in wilful obstinacy and rejection 
of the Messiah. As their unbelief was 
the sole cause of their rejection, so if 
that be removed, they may be again re" 
stored to the divine fa>o\ir. i For God 
is able, &c. He has, (I.) Power to 
restore them, to bring them back and 
replace them in his. favour. (2.) He 
has not bound himself i(tterly to reject 
them, and for ever to exclude them. 
In tbii way the apofelle reaches his 
purpose, which was to show them that 
Gud had not cast away his people, oi 
finally rejected the Jewish nation, ver. 
1, 2. That God_has this power, the 
apostle proceeds to show in the nen^ 
verse. 

24. For if thon. If you wDo are 
Gentiles. 1 IFert cm/ out of. Or, if 
thou weri of the eutting ot the wild 
olive-tree. 1 Which is •wild by nature. 
Which is uncultivated and unfruitful. 
Thai is* if voo weiv uiUttdaesd into • 
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by nature, and weft grafled con- 
trary to nature into a good olive- 
tree ; hDW much more shall these, 
whifsh be the natural branches, be 
graffed into their own olive-tree ? 



itate of favour with God from a condi- 
tion which was one of enmity and boa- 
tility to him. The argument here is, 
that it was in itself as difficult a thing to 
reclaim them, and change them from 
opposition to God to friendship, as it 
would seem difficult or impossible to 
reclaim and make fniitful the wild 
oUve«tree. ^ And wert graffed con- 
trary to nature. Contrary to your 
natural habits, thoughts, and practices. 
Inhere was among the Gentiles no in- 
clination or tendency towards God. 
This does not mean that they were 
phytically depraved^ or that their dis- 
position was titeralfy like the wild 
olive ; but it is used, for the sake of 
illustration, to show that their moral 
character and habits were unlike those 
of the friends of God. 1 Ho-w muck 
more, &c. The meaning of this whole 
verse may be thus expressed : * If God 
had mercy on the Gentiles, who were 
outcasts from his favour^ shall he not 
much rather on those who were so long 
his people, to whom bad been given 
the promises, and the covenants, and the 
law, whose ancestors had been so many 
of them his friends, and among whom 
the Messiah was bom V In some re- 
spects, there are facilities among the 
Jews ibr their conversion, which had 
not existed among the Gentiles. They 
worship one God ; they admit the au- 
thority of revelation ; they have the 
Scriptures of the Old Testament ; they 
expect a Messiah; and they have a 
habit of professed reverence for the will 
of God. 

2.5. IgTiorant of this my»tery. The 
word myttery means properly that 
which is concealed^ hidden, or un- 
known. And it especially refers, in the 
New Testament, to the truths or doc- 
trines which God had reserved to him- 
selC or had not before commuuicaled*. 
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25 For I would not, breth- 
ren, that ye should be ignorant 
of this mystery, lest ye should 
be wise in your own conceits, 
that blindness * in part * is 
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It does not mean, as with us often, (hat 
there was any thing unintelligible oi 
inscrutable in the nature of the doc- 
trine itself, for it was commonly perfect- 
ly plain when it was made known. 
Thus the doctrine, that the division 
between the Jews and the Gentiles 
was to be broken down, is called a 
mystery^ because it had been, to the 
times of the apostles, concealed, and 
was then revealed fully for the firet 
time. Rom. xvi. 25. Col. i. 26, 27. 
Comp. 1 Cor. XV. 51. Mark iv. 11. 
Eph. i. 9 ; iii. 3. Thus the doctrine 
which the a])ostle was stating was one 
that until then had been concealed, or 
had not lieen made known. It does not 
mean that there was any thing unin- 
telligible or incompiniensive in it, but 
until then it had not been made known. 
1 Ziett ye should be vise in your o-wn 
conceits. Paul communicated the truth 
in regard to this, lest they should at- 
tempt to inquire into it ; should specu- 
late about the reason why God had 
rejected the Jews ; and should be elated 
with the belief that they had, by their 
own skil. and genius, ascertained the 
cause. Kather than leave them to vain 
speculations and self-gratifiation, he 
chose to cut short all inquiry, by stating 
the truth about their presentand future 
state. ^ Blindnen. Or hardness. See 
ver. 7. ^ In part. Not totally ^ or en- 
tirely. They are not absolutely or 
completely blinded. ITiis is a qualify- 
ing expression ; but it does not denote 
what part or portion, or for what 
time it is to continue. It means that 
the blindness in respect to the whole 
nation was only partial. Some were 
then enlightened, and bad become 
Christians ; and many more would be. 
1 To Isi^ael. To the Jews. 1 Unti% 
theftdness of the GenHles^ &c. The 
"mmA fulness in relation to the Jew 
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happened to Israel, until the 
fulness * of the Gentiles be 
come in. 

26 And so all Israel shall be 

is used in ver. 12. It means until the 
abundance or the great multitude of 
the Gentiles shall be converted. The 
word is not elsewhere used in respect 
to the Gentiles ; and it is diffirult to 
fix its meaning definitely. It doubtless 
refers to the future spread of the gospel 
among the nations ; to the time when 
it may be said that the greut nutas, 
the abundance of the nations, shall be 
converted to God. At present, tney 
are, as they were in the times of the 
apostle, id<daters, so that the mass of 
mankind are far from God. But the 
Scriptures have spoken of a time when 
the gospel shall spread . and prevail 
among the nations of the earth ; and to 
this the apostle refers. He does not 
say, however, that the Jews may not 
be converted until all the Gentiles be- 
come Christians ; for he expressly sup- 
poses (ver. 12 — 15) that the conversion 
of the Jews will have an important in- 
fluence in extending the gospel among 
the Gentiles. Probably the meaning is, 
that this blindness is to continue until 
ffreai numbers of the Gentiles Khali be 
converted ; until the gospel shall be ex- 
tensively spread ; and then the conver- 
sion of the Jews will be a part of the 
rapid spread of the gospel, and will be 
among the most efiScient and important 
aids in completing the work. If this is 
the case, then Christians may labour 
still for their conversion. They may 
seek that in connexion with the effort 
to convert the heathen ; and they may 
toil with the expectation that the con- 
version of the Jews and Gentiles will 
not be separate, independei.t, and dis- 
tinct events ; but will be intermingled, 
and will be perhaps simultaneous. The 
word fulness may denote such a gene^ 
rat turning to God, without affirming 
that each individual shall lie thus con* 
verted to the (Christian faith. 

26. ^^jid so. That is, in this man- 
ner; or when the great abundance of 

t2 



saved : as it is written, * There 
shall come out of Sion the De- 
liverer, and shall turn away un- 
godliness from Jacob : 
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th9 Gentiles shall be converted, then all 
Israel shall be saved. ^ Jill Israel, 
All the Jews. It was a maxim^^mong 
the Jews that ** eveiy Israelite should 
have part in the future age." ( Grotius,) 
The apostle applies that maxim to his 
own purpose ; and declares the sense m 
which iv would be true. He does not 
mean to say that ex^erif Jew of every 
age would be saved ; for he had proved 
that a large portion of them would be, 
in his time, rejected and lost But the 
time would come when, as a people^ 
they would be recovered; when the 
nation would turn to God ; and when 
it could .be said of them that, as a no- 
tiofif they were restored to .the divine 
favour. It is not clear that he means 
that even then every individual of 
them would be saved, but the body 
of them; the great mass of the nation 
would b^. Nor Is it said vfhen this 
woukl be. This is one of the things 
which " the Father hath put in his own 
power/' Acts i. 7. He has ^iven us 
the assurance that it shall be done to 
encourage us in our efforts to save 
them ; and he has concealed the time 
when it shall be, lest we should relax 
our efforts, or feel that no exertions 
were needed to accomplish what must 
take place at a fixed time. 1 Shall be 
saved. Shall be recovered from their 
rejection ; be restored to the divine 
favour ; become followers of the Mes- 
siah, and thus be saved as all other 
Christians are. 1 ^« it is written. 
Isa. lix. 20. The quotation is not 
literally made, but the sense of tlie 
passage is preserved. The Hebrew is, 
^ There shall come to Zion a Redeem- 
er, and for those who turn from ungod 
liness in Jacob." There can be no 
doubt that Isaiah refers here to the 
times of the gospel. 1 Out nf Zion, 
Zion was one of the hilU of Jerusalem. 
On this was built the city of David (t 
came thus to denote, in general, the 
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27 For * this i» my covenant 
unto them, when I shall take 
away their sins. 



28 As concerning the gospel, 
they are enemies for your 
sakes : but as touching the elcc- 
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church, or people of Ood. Aod when 
It is said that the Redeemer should 
come out vf Zion, it means that he 
should arise among that people, he de- 
scended from themselves, or should not 
be a foreigner. The LXX. however 
render it, ** the Redeemer shall come 
of: a onnt nf Zion." So the Chaldee 
paraphrase, and the Lafin Vulgate. 
1 Jind shall turti away^ &c. The 
Hebrew is, ** to those forsaking ungod- 
liness in Jacob.** The Septuagtnt has 
rendered it in the same manner as the 
apostle. 

27. For this is my covencmty Slc. 
This expression is found iromediatelj 
following the other in Isa. Iix.2l.v But 
the apostle connects with it a part of 
another promise taken from Jer. xxxi. 
33, 34 ; or rather he abridges that 
promise, und expre^wes its substance^ 
by adding ** when I shall take away 
their sins.'' It is clear that he intended 
to express the general sense of the 
promises, as they were well known to 
the Jews, and as it was a point con- 
cerning which he did not need to ar- 
gue or reason with them, that God had 
made a covenant with them, and in- 
tended to restore them if they were 
cast off, and should then repent and 
turn to him. The time and manner 
in which this shall be, is not revealed. 
It may be remarked, howeverj that that 
passage does not mean that the Re- 
deemer shall come personally and 
preach to them, or reappear for the 
purpose of recalling them to himself; 
nor does it mean that they will be re- 
stored to the land of their fathers. 
Neither of these ideas is contained in 
the passage. God will doubtless con- 
vert the Jews, as he does the Gentiles, 
i»y human means, and in connexion 
,with the prayers of his people; so that 
the. Gentiles shall yet repuy tl*e toil 
and care of the. ancient Jews in pre- 
serving the Scriptures, and preparing 



the way for the Messiah ; and both 
shall rejoice that they were made helps 
in spreading the knowledge of the 
Messiah. 

28. As concerning the gospel. So 
far as the gospel is concerned 4 or, in 
order to promote its extension and 
spread through the earth. 1 They are 
enemies. The word enemies here 
stands opposed to ** beloved ;" and as 
in one respect, to wit, on account of 
"election,*' they were still beloved, L e. 
beloved by God, so in another re- 
spect they were his enemies, i. €. op- 
posed to him, or cast off frrtn him. 
The enemies of God denote ah who 
are not his true friends. Col. i. 21. 
Rom V. 10. Comp. ver. 8. The word 
b^re is appli<)d to the Jews because 
they had rejected the Messiah; had 
become opposed to God; and were 
thersfore rejected by him. ^ For your 
sakes. For your advantage. Their 
rejection has become the occasion by 
which the gospel has been preached to 
you. Comp. ver. 11. 19, 20. ^ As 
touching the election. So for as the 
purpose of election is concerned. That 
IS, the election of their fathers and of 
the nation to be the peculiar people of 
God. 1 They are behvett God 
still regards them with interest; has 
purposes of mercy towards them ; in- 
tends stilt to db them good. This does 
not mean that he approved of their 
conduct or character, or that he nad 
for them the same kind of affection 
which he would have bad if they had 
been obedient God does not love a 
sinful character ; but he may hate still 
purposes of mercy, and regard men 
with deep interei<t on whom he intends 
yet to bestow mercy. ^ Fbr the fa* 
thers* sakes, Comp. Deut. x. 15. He 
had chosen their fathers to \^ his peculiar 
people. He had made many promises 
to Abraham respecting his teed, and 
extended these promises to hib remoteat 
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liori, they art beloved • for the 
fathers' sakes. 
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posterity. Though salvation is by 
grace, and not. from human merit, yet 
Cf fid has respect to his covenant made 
with the fathers, and will not forget 
his promises. It is not on account of 
Hny merit of the fathers or orancient 
saints, but solely because God had 
made a covenant with them ; and this 
purpoite of ffectinn would be manifest 
to their children in the latest times. 
As those contemfilated in the covenant 
maile with Abraham, Gixl retained for 
them feelings of peculiar interest ; and 
designed their recovery to himself. It 
is clear here that the word election 
does not refer to external privileges ; 
for Paul is not teaching the doctiine 
that they shall be restored to the exter- 
nal privileges of Jews, but that they 
shall t)e truly converted to God. Yet 
this should not Ite abused by others to 
lead them to security in sin. No man 
has any security of happiness, and of 
the favour of God, but ho who com- 
plies with the terms of his mercy. His 
commands are explicit to repent and 
believe, nor can there lie safety except 
in entire compliance with the terms on 
which he is willing to bestow eternal life. 
29. For the ffiftt. The favours or 
benefits which God bestows on men. 
The word XH'^f** P'^operiy denotes 
any benefit which is conferred on an- 
other as a mere matter of fuvovr^ and 
not of itward. See Rom. v. 1.5, 16 ; 
vi. 2.3. Such are all the fevours which 
God bestows on sinners, including par- 
don, peace, joy, sanctification. and eter- 
nal life. ^ JInd calling of God, The 
word calling (joSav) hei^ denotes that 
act of God by which he extends an in^ 
vit2twn to men to come and [lartake of , 
his favours, whether it lie by a personal 
revelation as to the patriarchs, or by the 
promiises of the gospel, or by the influ- 
ences of his Spirit. All such invita- 
tions or <*allings imply a pledge that 
he will lietitow the favour, and will not 
repent^ or turn from it. God never 
draws or inviliea ainoera to himself 



29 For the gifts and calling 
of God are without^ repentance. 
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wi^out being w.tling to bestow par- 
dun and eternal life. Tht wonl caUr 
ing here, tiierefore, has not resfiect to 
external privileges, but to that choosing 
of a sinner, and influencing him to 
come to God, which is connected with 
eternal life. ^ Without repentance 
This does not refer to num^ but to God, 
It does not mean that God confers his 
favours on man without his exercising 
repentance, but that God does not re- 
pent, or change, in bis purposes of Ite- 
stowing his gifts on man. What he 
promises he will fulfil ; what he pur- 
poses to do, he will not change from 
or repent of. As be made piomisesto 
the fathers, he will not repent of them, 
and will not deftart from them ; they 
shall all lie fulfilled ; ami thus it was 
certain that the ancient people of God, 
though many of them had become re- 
bellious, and had been cast off, should 
not be forgotten and abandoned, l^his 
is a general proposition respecting 
God, and one repeatedly made of him 
in the Scriptures. See Num. xxiii. 19, 
** God is not a man, that he should lie ; 
neither the son' of man, that he should 
repent : hath he not said, and shall he 
not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall 
he not make it good 1'* Kzek. xxiv. 14. 
1 Sam. XV. 29. Ps. Ixxxix. 36, 36. 
Tit. i. 2. Heb. vi. 18. James i. 17. It 
follows fiom this, (I.) That all the 
promises made to the people of God 
f>hall lie fulfilled. (2.) That his peo- 
ple need not be discouraged or de- 
sponding, in times of persecution 
and triad. (3.) That none who be- 
come his true firieuds will be for- 
saken, or cast oif. God does not be* 
stow the gift of repentance and faith, 
of pardon and peace, on men, for a 
temporary purpose; nor does he ca- 
priciously withdraw them, and leave 
the soul to ruin. When he renews a 
soul, it is with reference to his own 
glory ; and to withdraw those favours, 
and leave such a isoul once renewed to 
go down to helU wonkl be as much ■ 
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30 For as ye in times • past 
have . not believed * God, yet 
have now obtained mercy through 
their unbelief: 

31 Even so have these also 
now not believed, ^ that through 
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Violation of all the principles of his na- 
ture aa it would he to all the promises 
of the Scripture. (4.) For God to 
forsake such a soul, and leave it to 
ruin, would imply that be did repent 
It would suppose ^.dumge of purpo«ie 
and of feeling. It would be the cha- 
racter of a capricious being, with no 
settled plan or principles of action ; no 
confidence could be reposed in him, 
and his gtivernment would be unwor- 
thy the atifections and trust of his in- 
telligent crbatioa. 

30. For as ye. You who were 
Gentiles. ^ In times past. Before 
the gospel was preached. I^his refers 
to the former idolatrous and sinful state 
of the heathen world. Comp. Eph. ii. 
2. Actsxiv. 16. ^ Have not believed 
GoiL Or have not obeyed God. Thii^ 
was the character of all the heathen 
nations. 1 Vet have novf obtained 
mercy. Have been pardoned and ad- 
miUcMj tothe favour of God. 1 Through 
their unbelief. By means of the un- 
belief and rejection of the Jews. See 
Note on ver. 1 1. 

31. Even ao have these^ &c. That 
is, the Jews. 1 That through your 
mercy, &c. The immediate effect of 
the unbelief of the Jews was to confer 
salvation oh the Gentiles, or to open 
the way for the preaching of the gospel 
to them» Bui its remote eifiict would 
be to secure the preaching of the gos- 
pel again to the Jews. Through the 
mr^cy^ that is, the compaaeion or 
deep feeling of the converted Gentiles ; 
through the deep and tender pity which 
they would feel for the blinded and de- 
graded Jews; the gospel should be again 
carried to them, and they should be 
recalled to the long lost favour of God. 
Each parly should thus cause salvation 
to com« to the other— the Jews to the 



your mercy they also may ob- 
tain mercy. 

32 For God * hath « con- 
eluded them all in unbelief, that 
he might have mercy upon 
all. 
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Gentiles by their nnbelie/i but the 
Gentiles, in their turn, to the Jews hy 
their belie/. We may here learn, (1.) 
That the Jews are to be converted by 
the instrumentality of the Gentiles. It 
is not to be by miracle, but by the re- 
gular and common way in which God 
blesses men. (2.) That this is to be 
done by the mercy, or compusaion of 
the Gentiles ; by their takmg pity on 
the lost and wretched condition of the 
Jewish people. (3.) It is to be when 
the abundance of the Gentiles — ^thal 
is, when great numbers of the Gentiles 
— shall be called in. It may be asked 
here whether the time is not approaching 
for the Gentiles to make efforts to bring 
the Jews to the knowledge of the Mes- 
siah. Hitherto those efforts have been 
unsuccessful ; but it will not always be 
so ; the time is coming when the pro- 
mises of God in regard to them shall 
be fulfilled. Christians shall be moved 
with deep compassion for the degraded 
and forsaken Jews, and they shall be 
called into the kingdom of God, and 
made efficient agents in extending the 
gospel through the whole world. May 
the time soon come when they shall 
feel as they should, for the rejected and 
forsaken children of Abraham, and 
when their labours for their conversion 
shall be attended .with success. 

32. For God hath concluded, &c. 
The word here translated '* concluded" 
(flnt/vcsxiM^), is rendered in the margin 
*' shut them all up together." It is pro- 
perly used in reference to those who 
are shut up in prison, or to those in a 
city who are shut up by a besieging 
army. 1 Mace. v. 5; vi. 18; xi. 65 ; 
XV. 25. Josh. vi. G. Isa. xlv. 1. It is 
used in the New Testament of Jish 
taken in a net. Luke v, 6, *' They e/i- 
elosed a great multitude of fishes.** 
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33 O « the depth of the riches 
both of the wisdom and know- 
ledge of God ! How unsearch- 

Gal. iii. 22, " But the Scripture fatith 
concluded all under sin, that the pro* 
miee," &c. In this place the Scripture 
is declared to have thut them up under 
sin, i. e. declared them to be sinners ; 
gave no hope of rescue by any works 
of their own; and thus kept them (ver. 
23) **8hut up unto the faith which 
should afterwards be revealed." All 
are represented, therefore, as in priton, 
enclosed or confined by God, and to be 
liberated only in his own way and 
time. In regard to the agency of God 
in this, we may remark, ( 1 .) That the 
word does not mean that God compelled 
them to disbelieve the gospel. When, 
in Ga). iii. 22, tho Scripture is eaid to 
have included all under sin, it is not 
meant that the Scripture compelled 
them not to believe. (^.) The word 
does not imply that the sin and 
unbelief for which they were shut up 
were not voluntary. Even when a man 
is committed to prison, tlie crime which 
brought him there is voluntary; and for 
it he is responsible. (3.) The keeper 
of a prison does no wrong in confining 
a criminal ; or the judge in condemn- 
.ng him ; or the executioner in fulfilling 
the sentence of the law. So of God. 
What he does is not to compel meirto 
remain under unbelief, but to declare 
that they are so; so to encompass tiiem 
with the proof of it that they shall te- 
alize that there is no escape from the 
evidence of it,, and thus to press on 
them the evidence of their need of a 
Saviour. This he does in relation to 
all sinners who ever become converted. 
(4.) Yet God permitted this; suffered 
jews and Gentiles to fall into unbelief, 
and to be concluded under it, because 
he bad a special purpose to answer in 
leaving roan to the power of sin and 
unbeliel One of thore purposes was, 
doubtless, to manifest the power of his 
grace and mercy in the plan of redemp* 
tion. (5.) In all this, and in all other 
9in« man is voluntary. He chooaea his 
coivje of evil, and God is imder no 
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able * are his judgments, and his 
ways past finding out ! 

a Pa. l07.Mc i Job 1 1 .7. Fa.g2.6. 



obligation to compel him to do other- 
wise. Being under unbelief, God de- 
clares the fact, and avails himself of 
it, in the plan of salvation by grace. 
1 Them alL Both Jews and Gentiles. 
1 In tmbelief (lic). Unto unbelief. 
He has delivered them over unto unbe- 
lief, as a man is delivered over into pri- 
son. This is the literal meaning of the 
expression. ^ That he might have 
mercy upon all. Mercy b favour 
shown to the undeserving. It could not 
have been shown to the Jews and the 
Gentiles unless it was before proved that 
they were guilty. For this purpose 
proof was furnished that they were all 
in unbelief It was clear, therefore, 
that if favour was .shown to either, it 
must be on the same ground, that of 
mere undeserved mercy. Thus all men 
were on a level ; and thus all might be 
admitted to heaven without any invidi- 
aus distinctions, or any dealings that 
were not in accordance with mercy and 
love. ** The emphasis in this verse is 
on the word merct. It signifies that 
God is under obligation to-no one, and 
therefore that all are saved by grace, 
because all are equally ruined." ( OaU 
vi7i,) It does not prove that all men 
will be saved ; but that those who are 
saved shall be alike saved by the mercy 
of God ; and that He intends to confer 
salvation on Jews and Gentiles on the 
same terms. This is properly the close 
of the argument of Uiis epistle. By 
several independent trains of reason* 
ing, the apostle had come to the same 
conclusion, that the Jews had no pecu- 
liar privileges in regard io religion, that 
all men were on a level, and that there 
was no hope of salvation for any but in 
the mercy of a sovereign God. This 
conclusion, and the wonderful train of 
events which had led to this state of 
things, give rise to the exclamationB 
and ascriptions of praise with which 
the chapter closes. 

33. O the deptht &e. Thiapa88^%9 
should have been translated ** O the 
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defith of the richfls, and of the wu- 
doiBt and of the knowledge of God." 
The apostle has three subjects of admi- 
ration.* Our translation, by the word 
** both** h^trnduced here, confines it to 
two. The apostle wishes to express 
his admiration of the ridies atid the 
wisdom, and the knowledge of God. 
80 the Syriac, Arabic, dec. Our trans- 
lation has followed the Latin Vulgate. 
The word €iepih is applied in the Scrip- 
tures to any thing vast and incompre- 
hensible. As the abtfM or the ocean 
is unfathomable, so the word comes to 
denote that which words cannot ex- 
press, or that which we cannot compre- 
hend. Ps» xxxvi. 6, " Thy judgments 
are a great deep." 1 Cor. ii. 10« ** The 
Spirit searcheth. .« .the deep things of 
God." Rev. ii. 94, ** The deptht of Sa- 
tan" — ^the deep, profound cunning and 
wicked plans of Satan. ^ Riehea. See 
Note, ver. 12. The word denotes the 
abundant blessings and mercies which 
had been conferred on sinful men by 
the gospel. These were vast and won- 
derful. The pardon of sin ; the atone- 
ment ; the hope of heaveu ; the peace 
of the gospel ; all bestowed on the sin- 
ful, the poor, the wretched, and the 
dying, all bespeak the great mercy and 
rich grace of God. So every pardoned 
sinner may still exclaim. The grace 
of God which pardons him is £plt to be 
indeed wonderfulv and past comprehen- 
sion. It is beyond the power of lan- 
guage to express; and all that the 
Christian can do, is to follow the ex- 
ample of the apostle, and sit down in 
profound admiration of the rich grace 
of God. The expresdon **the depth 
of tue riches" is a Hebraism, meaning 
the deep or profound riches. 1 The 
witdom. Wisdom is the choice of the 
bebt means to accomplish the best ends. 
The end or design whidi God had in 
view was to bestow mercy on all ; i. e. 
to save .*aen by graccy and not by. their 
own works, ver. 32. He intended to 
establinh a glorious system that should 
present his mercy as the prominent 
attribute, standing out in living colours 
•n ail the scheme of salvation. This 
'as to be alike shown in relation to 



Jews and Gentiles. The wonderful 
wisdom with which this was done, is 
the object of the apostle's profound ad- 
miration. This wisdom was seen, (1.) 
In adapting the plan to the condition 
of man. All were sinners. The apos 
tie in this epistle has fully shown that 
all had come short of the glory of God. 
Man had no power to save himself by 
his own wisdom. The Jews and Gen- 
tiles in diffinent ways had sought to 
justify themselves, and had both failed. 
God had sufiered both to make the ex- 
periment in the most favourable cir- 
cumstances. He had left the world 
for four thousand years to- make the 
trial, and then introduced the plait 
of divine wisdom, just so as to meet 
the manifest wants and woes of men. 
(2.) This was shown in- his making 
the Jevf% the occasion of spread- 
ing the system among the Gentiles. 
They were cast ofl^ and rejected ; but 
tiie God of wisdom had made even 
this an occasion of spreading his truth. 
(3.) The same wisdom was yet to be 
seen in his appointing the Gentiles to 
carry the gospel back to the Jews. 
Thus they were to be mutual aids; 
until all their interests 8b*»ukJ be blend- 
ed, and the entire race should be united 
in the love of the same goapel, and the 
service of the same God and Saviour. 
When, therefore, this profound and 
wonderful plan is convcraplated, ant? 
its history traced from the commence- 
ment to the end of time, no wonder 
that the apostle was fixed in admira- 
tion at the amazing wisdom of htm 
who devised it, and who has made all 
events subservient to its establishment 
and spread among men. ^ And knov' 
ledffe» That is, foreknowledge, or 
omniscience. This knowledg-e ws 
manifest, (1.) In the profound view of 
man, and acquaintance with all his 
wants and woes. (2.) In a view of the 
precise scheme that would be 6tted to 
recover and savn. (3.) In a view of 
the time and circumstances in which it 
would be best to introduce tlie scheme. 
(4.) In a discernment of the e^ect af 
the rejection of the Jews, and of vLe 
preaching of the gospel amwnf the 
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34 For • who hath known the 
mind of the Lord ? or who hath 
been his counsellor ? 

a Im.4G.1S. JiirJ3.18. 

Gentiles. Who but God could see that 
such effects would follow the rejection 
of the Jews] Who but he could ktiov 
that the gospel should yet prevail 
among all the nations 1 We have only 
to think of the changes in human 
affairs ; the obstacles to the gospel ; the 
dirticulties to be surmounted ; and the 
vast work yet to be done, to be amazed 
at the knowledge which can adapt 
such a scheme to men, and which can 
certainly predict its complete and final 
spread among all the families of man. 
^ ffovf untearchable. The word un- 
aedrchable means that which cannot 
be investigated or fully understood. 
1 His Judg'tnenti. This wOrd in (his 
place evidently means his arrange' 
mentt his plan, or proceeding. It 
sometimes refers to laws; at other 
times to the decision or determination 
of God ; at others to the inflictions of 
bis joi«tice. In this last sense it is now 
commonly used. But in the case be- 
fore us, it means his arrangements for 
conferring the gospel on men. Com p. 
Ps. xxxvi. 7, ** His Judgfnenta are a 
great deep." 1 His toayf. The word 
rendered -wayt properly denotes 9. path, 
or r oad oti which one travels. Hence 
it comes also to denote the course or 
manner of life in which one moves ; or 
his principles, or morals ; his doctrine, 
or teaching, ^. Applied to God, it de- 
notes his mode or manner of doing 
thing?; the order, &c. of his divine 
Providence; his movements, in his 
great plans, through the universe. Acti> 
xiit. l«l, •* Wilt thou not cease to per- 
vert the right -ways of the Lord V* to 
oppose, or to render vain, his plan of 
guiding and saving man. Hcb. iii. 10, 
"They have not known my ways." 
Ps. Ixxvii. 19, "Thy way is in the 
tea, thy footsteps are not known." 
Here it refers particularly to his way 
or plan of bringing all nations within 
the reach of his mercy in the gospel. 
1 ^<if f finding gut. Literally, which 



35 Or » who hath fiist given 
to him, and it shall be recom- 
pensed unto him again ? 



»Job4l.n. 



cannot be trachea or traced out. The 
footsteps cannot be followed. As if his 
path were in the sea (Ps; Ixvii. 19), 
and the waves closed immediately, 
leaving no track, it cannot be follow- 
ed or sought oat. It is known that he 
has passed, but there is no way of 
tracing his goings. This is a beautiful 
and striking figure. It denotes that 
God's plans are deep, and beyond our 
comprehension. We can see the proofs 
that he is every where ; but hoiv it is, 
we cannot comprehend. We are per- 
mitted to see the vast movements 
around us ; but the invisible hand we 
cannot see, nor trace the foolsteps of 
that mighty God who performs his 
wonders on the ocean and on the land. 
'34. For vfho hath kwnon ? &c. 
This verse is a quotation, with s 
slight change, from Isa. xl. 13, " Who 
hath directed the 8pint of the Lord, 
or being his counnellor hath taught 
him ?" It is designed to express ihe 
infinite wisdom and knowledge of 
God, by affirming that no being could 
teach him, or counsel him. Earthly 
mnnarchs have counsellors of state, 
whom they niay consult in times of 
perplexity or danger. But God has no 
such council. He sits alone ; nor does 
he call in any or all of his creatures to 
advise him. All created beings are 
not qualified to contribute any thing to 
enlighten or to direct him. It is also 
designed to silence all opposition to his 
plans, and to hush all murraurings. 
The apostle had proved that this -was 
the plan of God. However mysterious 
and inscrutable it might appear to the 
Jew or the Gentile, yet it wap his 
duty to submit to God, and to confide 
in his wisdom, though he was not able 
to trace the reason of his doings. 

35. Or -who hath, &c The senti- 
ment in this verse is found sulistautially 
in Job xli. 11, "Who h^th prevented 
me, that I should repay him." l*he 
I Hebrew word ** prevented" m^fav- fo 
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36 For * of him, and through 
bini, and to him, are all things : 



• lCor.8.6. Ccl.l.t6. 



anticipate, to ffo before ; and God asks 
"who has anticipated me; who has 
conferred favours on me before I have 
on him ; who has thus laid me under 
obAffation to him." This is the sense 
in which the apo«tIe uses the word 
here. W ho has, by his services, laid 
God under obligation to recompense or 
pay him again 1 It is added in Job, 
" Whatsoever is under the whole hea- 
ven is mine.** Thus Paul, contrary 
to the prevailing doctrine of the Jews, 
shows that no one could plead his own 
merits, or advance with a claim on 
God. All the favours of salvation must 
be bestowed by mercy or grape. God 
owned them all ; and he had a right 
to bestow them when and where he 
pleased. The same claim to aU things 
is repeatedly made by God. Ex. xix. 
6. Deut. X. 14. Ps. xxiv. 1.; 1. 12. 
^ Shall be recompensed. Repaid as a 
matter of debt. None- of God*s mer- 
cies can be conferred in that way ; if 
tney could, man could bring God under 
obligation, and destroy the freeness and 
benevolence of his favours. 

36. For offiim (^f styrw). Comp. 1 
Cor. i. 30 ; viii. 6. This expression 
doubtless means that he is the original 
source and fountain of all blessings. 
He is the Creator of all, the rich " foun- 
tain from which all streams of existence 
take their rise." The design of this 
verse is to show that no creature has 
any claim on God. Jews and Gentiles 
must alike receive salvation on the 
ground of his mercy. So far from 
navmg a claim on God, the apostle 
nere affirms thdt all things have come 
from him, and therefore all must be 
derived to us. Nothing has been pro- 
Juoed by chance, or hap-hazard ; no- 
thing by created skill or, might. All 
has been formed by God ; and there- 
fore he has a right to dispose of alU 
Jl And through him (St avrov). That 
is, by his immediate operating agency. 
The former expression, " of him," af- 
firmed that he was the original source I 



to * whom be glory for ever. 
Amen. 



of all thmgs ; this declares that all ara 
by him, or through him, as their imme» 
diate cause. It is not merely by liia 
plan or purpose ; it is by his agency, 
by the direct exertion pf his power in 
their creation and bestow menL By 
his power th'ey arf still directed and 
controlled. Human agency, therefoie, 
could not lay him under any obliga- 
tion. He does not need the aid of 
man ; and he did not call in that aid 
in the creation and government of the 
world. He is the independent Creator 
and Lord, and on him none can have a 
claim. 1 To him (lic ct^Tci') This 
expression denotes the final cause, 
the reason or end for which all things 
were formed. It is to promote his ho- 
nour and glory. It is to manifest his 
praise, or to give a proper putting forth 
of the glorious attributes of Gotl ; that 
the exceeding greatness, and goodness, 
and grandeur of his character might be 
evinced. It is not to promote his hap' 
pinett^ for he was eternally happy ; not 
to add any thing to him, for he is infi- 
nite ; but that he might act as God, 
and have the honour and praise that is 
due to God. As this was the design 
of all things, so it followed that the be- 
stow ment of his favours must be in ac- 
cordance with this — in such a way as 
to promote his glory ; and not so as to 
consult the feelings or views of either 
Jews or Gentiles. ^ AU things. The 
universe; the creation, or sti'.l more 
particularly, the things of which the 
apostle is discoursing. He does not 
affirm that he is the author of sin or 
of sinful thoughts ; not that he creates 
evil, or that evil is designed to promote 
his glory. The apostle is not discours- 
ing of these, but of his method o( be- 
stowing his favours; and he says that 
these are to.be conferred in such a way 
as to promote his honour, and to de- 
clare the praise of him who is the ori- 
ginal source, the creator, and the pro- 
prFetor of all things. ^ 7'o -whom be 
glory. This ascription of praise is thf 
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appropriate close of Uie argumentative 
part of the epiidle, as ^eii aa appro- 
priate to the train of reujarks into which 
the apostle had fallen. It expresses 
his hearty amen in concurrence with 
this view ; the deep desire of a pious 
man that all might he to God's glory 
and honour. He had not merely come 
to it by reatoning^ but it was the sin- 
cere desire of his soul that it might be 
i«). The Christian does not merely 
admit this doctrine ; he is not merely 
driven to it by argument, but it finds a 
hearty response in his bosom. Ho re- 
joices in it ; and sincerely desires that 
all may be to the honour of God. 
Sinners are often compelled by argu- 
ment to admit it, but they do not love 
it. They would rejoice were it other- 
wise, and be glad if they were permit- 
ted rather to seek their own glory 
than that of the living God. 1 Glory, 
Praise, honour. ^ For ever. Not 
merely amid tranaitAry events now, 
but ever onward to eternity. This 
will be the cat»e. There never will be 
a time when the atlairs of the universe 
shall not he conducted with reference 
to the glory of God. That honour and 
glory shall shine brighter and brighter, 
and all worlds shall be perfectly adapted 
to show his praise, and to evince his 
greatness, goodness, power, and love 
for ever and ever. Thus let it be, is 
the language of every one that truly 
loves him. 

This closes the argumentative part 
of the epistle. From the close of this 
chapter we may make the following 
observations. 

1. God in infinitely wisd, and just, 
and good. This is seen in all bis 
plans and doings, and especially in the 
glorious plan of saving men. 

2. It tiecomes roan to be humble. 
He can see but few of the reason? 
of the doings of an infinite God. He 
is not qualified to sit in judgment on 
his plans. He is not fitted to arraign 
him. There is nothing more absurd 
than for a man to contend with God, 
or to find fault \rith his pbns; and 
yet there is nothing more oommo::. 
Man speaks, and thinks, and reasons 

Y 



on the great things pertifininF to lite 
divine mind and plau, a» if he were 
qualified to counsel the being of infinite 
wisdom, and to arraign at the bar of his 
own reason the bdng of infinite good- 
ness. 

3. It is our duty to be iubnUeaive to 
God. His plans may often require 
him to cross the path of our pleasures, 
or to remove some of our enjoy metits. 
He tries us by requiring us to put eou; 
fidence in him where we cannot ^ee 
the reason of his doings, and to believe 
that he is qualified for universal empire. 
In all such cases it is our duty to submit 
to his will. He is seeking a grander 
and nobler object than our private 
good. He is seeking the welfare of a 
vast univefse ; and he best knows in 
what way that can be promoted. 

4. God is the creator and iiroprietor 
of all things. It would be possible to 
prove this from his works. But his 
word unequivocally asserts it. He has 
formed, and he upholds, and he directs 
all things for his glory. He who form* 
ed all has a right, to all. He who is 
the source of life has the right to di* 
rect it, or to withdraw the gift He 
on whom nil depend has a right to 
homage and praise. 

5. He has formed a universe that is 
eminently adapted to declare his glory 
It evinces infinite power in its crea* 
tion; and it is fitted to fill the mind 
with ever t^rowingwonder and gladness 
in its'contemplation. The sacred wri- 
ters were filled with rapture when they 
.^ntemplated it; and all the discove- 
ries of astronomy, and- geology, and 
science in general, in modern times, 
are filted to carry forward tho wonder, 
and fill the lips with new expressions 
of praise. The universe is vast and 
grand enough to occupy the thoughts 
for ever. How little do we know of the 
wonders of his creation, even fieruin- 
ing to this little world; to our own 
bodies and souls; to the earth, the 
ocean, the beast and the reptile, the 
bird and the insect ; how much leas of 
that amazing vif iv cf worlds and sys- 
tems which modern astronomy Una 
opened to ouryeiw,— ibfl.vtH tfvfj 
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CHAPTER Xll. 
T BESEECH you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bo- 
frame which the eye can penetrate 
for millione and millions of miles, and 
where it finds world piled on world, 
and system rising above system, in 
wonderful order and grandeur, and 
where the utmost power of the tele- 
scope can as yet find no bounds. 

6. Equally true is this ia his moral 
government. The system is such as 
Co excite our wonder and praise. The 
creation and control of free, and active, 
and mighty minds is as wonderful as 
the creation and control of matter, even 
the vast masses of the planetary sys- 
tems. Creation is filled with minds. 
God hais peopled the worlds with con- 
scious, free, and active intelligences. 
The wonderful wisdom by -which he 
controls them ; the amazing moral pow^ 
er by which he guards and binds them 
to himriclf, by which he testrains and 
awes the rebellious; and the complete 
subjection by which he will bring all 
yet at his feet, is as much replete with 
wonder as the wisdom and skill by 
which he framed the heavens. To 
govern minti requires more wisdom 
and skill than to govern matter. To 
control angels and men evinces more 
glory than to roll the streams or the 
ocean, or than tu propel and guide the 
planets. And especially is this true of 
the plan of salvation. That wondrous 
scheme is adaiited to call forth eternal 
praise, and to show for ever the wis- 
dom and mcrcv of God Without aitch 
a plan, we cannot see now the Divinity 
could be fully manifested; with that, 
we see God as God, vast, grand, mighty, 
infinite; but still seeking to do good, 
and having power to enter any vast 
mass of iniquity, and to difiuse purity 
and peace over the fiice of an alienated 
and dying world. 

7. The salvation of sinners is not to 
promote their own glory primarily, but 
that of God ** He is first, and he last ; 
he is midflt, and without and,*' in their 
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salvation. God seeks his own honour 
and seeks it by their return and theii 
obedience. But if they vill not pro- 
mote his glory in tliat way, they must 
be made to promote it in their ruin. 

8. It is the duty of men to seek the 
honour of this infinitely wise and holy 
God. It commends itself to every man's 
conscience. God has firmed us all; 
and man can hav^ no higher destiny 
and honour than to be permitted to 
promote and spread abroad through all 
the universe the knowledge of a Being 
whose character is infinitely lovely, 
whose government is right, and whose 
presence and favour will diffuse bless- 
ings of salvation and eternal peace on all 
the wide creation that will be obedient 
to his will. 

CHAPTER XII. 

1. Ibeieech you. ^ The apostle, hav- 
ing finished the argument of this epis- 
tle, proceeds now to closn it with a 
practical or hortatory application, 
showing its bearing on the duties of 
life, and the practical influence of reli- 
gion. None of the doctrines of the 
gospel are designed to be cold and £fur- 
ren speculations. Tliey bear on the 
hearts and lives of men ; and the apos- 
tle therefore calls on thos« to whom he 
wrote to dedicate themselves without 
reserve unto Ood. 1 There/ore, As 
the efiect or result of the argumeni-or 
doctrine. In ot^er words, die whole 
argument oi the eleven first chaptera is 
fitted tosh^w the obligation on us. to 
devote ourselves to God. From expres- 
sions like these, it is clear that the apos- 
tle never supposed that the tendency 
of the doctrines of grace was to lead to 
licentiousness. Many nave affirmed 
that such was the tendency of the doc- 
trines of justification by faith, of elec- 
tion and decrees, and of the perseve- 
rance of the saints. But it is plain that 
Paul had no such apprehensions. Af- 
ter having fully staM and -t^ f^ ^t^ 
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th<M6 doctrines, he eondudes that we 
ought therefore to lead holy lives, and 
on the ground of them he exhorts men 
to do it. 1 By the merriet of God, 
The word by (/U) denotes here the 
reason wby they should do it, or the 
P'outifi of appeaL So great had been 
the mercy of God, that this constituted 
a reason tohy they should present their 
bodies, &c. 8ee 1 Cor. i. 10. Rom. 
zv. 30. The word mercies here denotes 
favour shown to the undeserving, or 
kindness, compassion, &c. The plural 
is used in imitation of the Hebrew word 
fur mercy, which has no singular. The 
word is not often used in the New Tes- 
tament. See 2 Cor. i. 3, where God is 
called " the Father of mercies." Phil. 
it. 1. Col. iu. 12. Heb. x. 28. The 
particular mercy to which the apostle 
here refers, is that shown to those 
whom he was addressing. He had 
proved that all were by nature under 
sin ; that they had no claim on God ; 
and that he had showed great compas- 
sion in giving bis Son to die for them 
in this state, and in pardoning their 
sins. This was a ground or reason 
why they should devote themselves to 
God. 1 That ye present. The word 
used here commonly denotes the 
action of bringing and presenting an 
animal or other sacrifice before an 
altar. It implies that the action was a 
free and voluntary offering. Religion 
is free; and the act of devoting our- 
selves to God is one of the most free 
that we ever perform. ^ Vottr bodies. 
The bodies of animals were offered in 
sacrifice. The apostle specifies their 
bodies particularly in reference to that 
fact. Still the entire animal was de- 
voted ; and Paul evidently meant here 
the same 9aio way, present tovrsblves, 
your entire person, to the service of 
God. Cump. 1 Cor. vi. 1 6. James iii. 
6. It was not customary or proper to 
speak of a 8acrifi{« as an ofiering of a 
soul or spirit, in the common language 
of the Jews ; and hence the apostle ap- 
plied th^r customary language of sa- 
crifice to the offering which Christians 
were to make of themselves to God. 
5 '^ living sacrifice. A sacrifice is 



an offering made to God as. au atone- 
ment for sin ; or any offering made to 
him and his service as an expression of 
thanksgiving or homage. It implies 
that he who offers it presents it en- 
tirely^ releases all claim or right to it, 
and leaves it to be disposed of for the 
honour of God. In the case of an n/u* 
mat, it was slain, and the blood offer- 
ed ; in the case of any other ofiering, 
as the first-fruits, &c. it was set apart 
to the service of God ; and he who of 
fered it released all claim on it, and sub- 
mitted it to God, to be disposed of at 
his will. This is the offering which 
the apostle entreats the Romans to 
make : to devote themselves to God, as 
if they had no longer any claim on 
themselves ; to be Uspo«(ed of by him ; 
to suffer and bear all that he might ap- 
point; and to promote his honour in 
any way Which he might command. 
This in the nature of true religion. 
^ Living {^Za-Av), The expression 
probably means that they were to de* 
vote the vigorous, active powers of 
their bodies and souls to the service of 
God. The Jew offered his victim, 
slew it, and presented it dead. If 
could not be presented again. In op- 
position to this, we are to present our< 
selves with all our living, vital ener- 
gies. Christianity does not require a 
service of death or inactivity. It de- 
mands vigorous and active powers in 
the service of God the Saviour. There 
is something very affecting in the view 
of such a sacrifice ; in regarding life, 
with all its energies, its intellectual, and 
moral, and physical ()owers, as one 
long sacrifice ; one continued offering 
unto God. An immortal being present' 
ed to him ; presented voluntarily, with 
all bis energies, from day to day, until 
life shall close, so that it ma> be said 
that he has lived and died an offering 
made freely unto God. This is religion. 
1 Hofy. This means piopedy without 
blemish or defect No other sacrifice 
could be made to God. The Jews 
were expressly forbid to ofier tliat which 
was lame, or blind, or in any way de- 
formed. Deut XV. 21. Lev. i. 8. 10; 
iii. 1 ; xxii. 20. Deut xviL I. Comp. 
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Mai. i. 8. If offend wi:hout any of 
these defects, k was regarded as Ao/y, 
L e. appropriately feet apart, or couscv 
crated to God. In like manner we are 
to consecrate to God uur bett faculties ; 
the vigour of our minds, and talents, 
and time. Not the feebleness of sick- 
ness merely ; not old age alone ; not 
lime which we cannot otherwise em- 
pl«>y, but the first vigour and energies 
of the Liind and body ; our youth, and 
health, and strength. Our sacrifice to 
God is to be not divided, jseparate ; but 
it is to be entire and complete. Many 
are expecting to be Christians in sick- 
ness ; many in old age ; thus purposing 
to ofler unto him the blind and the 
lame. The sacrifice is to be free from 
sin. It is not to be a divided, and bro- 
ken, and polluted service. It is to lie 
with the best aflections of our hearts 
and lives ^ Acceptable unto God, 
They are exhorted to offer such a sacri- 
fice as -will be acceptable to God ; that 
is, such an one as he had just specified, 
one that was living and holy. No sa- 
crifice should be made which is not 
acceptable to God. The offerings of 
the heathen ; the pilgrimages of the 
Mahometans; the self-inflicted penalties 
of the Roman Catholics, uncommanded 
by God, cannot be acceptable to him. 
Those services will be acceptable to 
God, and those only, which he ap- 
points. Comp. Col. ii. 20 — 23. Men 
are not to invetit services ; or to make 
crosses ; or to 4eek persecutions and 
trials ; or to provoke opposition. They 
are to do just what God requires of 
them, and that will be acceptable to 
God. And this fact, that what we do 
is acceptable to God, is the highest 
recompense we can have. It matters 
little what men think of us, if God ap- 
proves what we do. To please him 
should be our highest aim ; the fact 
tl^at we do please him is our highest 
reward. 1 fVhich i> your reatonabie 
gervice. The word rendered service 
A«T^iiflty) properly denotes tporahip, 
ni the homajre iie&dered to God. The 
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this world: but be ye transform 



word reatonable with us meana thai 
which is ^ governed by reason ; think- 
ing, speaking, or acting conformably to 
the dictates of reason'* ( IVcbater) ; ot 
that which can he shown to be ration- 
al or proper. This does not express 
the meaning of the original. That 
word (Ae>4Mr) denotes that which per- 
tains to the mind, and a reasonable 
service nteans that which is mental, or 
pertaining to reason. It stands opposed, 
not to that which is foolish or unrea- 
ble, but to the external service of the 
Jews, and such as they relied on for 
salvation. The worship of the Chris' 
tian is that which pertains to the mind, 
or is spiritual ; that of the Jew was eo*- 
ternaL Chrysustom renders this phrase 
your spiritual ministry." The Syriac, 
That ye present your bodies, &c. by 
a rational miniatrif" 

We may learn from this ver^ (1.) 
That the proper worship of God is the 
free homage of the mind. It is not 
forced or constrained. The offering of 
ourselves should be voluntary. No 
other can be a true ofieruig, and none 
other can be acceptable. (2.) We,a70 
to oll^r our entire selves, all that we 
have and are, to God. No other offer- 
ing can be such as he will approve. 
(3.) The character of God is such as 
should lead us to that. It Is a charac- 
ter of mercy ; of long-continued and 
patient forbearance, and it should in- 
fluence us to devote, ourselves to him. 
(4.) It should be done without delay. 
God is as -worthy of such service now 
as he ever -wiU or can be. He has 
every possible claim on our affections 
and our hearts. 

2. And be not conformed, &,c. The 
word rendered conformed properly 
means to put on the form^faahion, or 
appearance of another. It may refer 
to any thing pertaining to the habit, 
manner, dress, style of living, dtc. of 
others. 1 Of thia "world (^ttfeuCjUTimf)* 
The word which is commonly rrnder^ 
od world, when applied to the material 
universe, is ic6«yuec, coamoa. The word 
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ed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove *' what 

• Epb.ft. 10,17. 

used here properly denotes an affc^ or 
generation of men. It may denote a 
particular generation, or it may be 
applied to the race. It is sometimes 
used in each of these senses. Thus 
here it may mean that Christians 
should not jconform to the maxims, 
habits, feelings, &c. of a wicked, luxu« 
rious, and idolatrous age, but should be 
conformed solely to the precepts and 
laws of tbe gospel ; or the same princi- 
ple may be extended to every age^ and 
the direction may be, that Christians 
should not conform to the prevailing 
habits, style, and manners of tbe world, 
the people who know not God. They 
are to be governed by the laws of the 
Bible ; to fashion their lives after the 
example of Christ ; and to form them- 
selves by principles different from those 
which prevail in the world. In the ap- 
plication of this rule there is much 
difficulty. MaYiy may think that they 
are not conformed to the world, while 
they can easily perceive that their 
neighbour is. They indulge in many 
things which others may think to be 
conformity to the world, and are op* 
posed to many things which others 
think innocent The design of this 
passaflre is doubtless to produce a spirit 
xufit kiiould not find pleaaure in the 
pontp and vanity of the world ; and 
whicb will regard all vain amuse- 
ments and gayetiea with disgust, and 
lead the mind to find pleasure in 
better things. ^ Be ye transformed. 
The word from which the expression 
here is derived means form, habit 
(yufi^^n). The direction is, **put on 
another y^rm, change the form of 
the world for that of Christianity." 
This word would properly refer to the 
external appearance, but the expres- 
sion which the apostle immediately 
uses, ' renewing of the mind/* shows 
iliat he did not intend to use it with 
reference to that only, but to the change 
of the whole man. The meaning is, 
do not cherish a spirit devoted to the 
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is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect will of God. 



world, following its vain fashions and 
pleasures, but cultivate a spirit attached 
to God, and his kingdom and cause. 
^ By the renevfing. By the making 
nevf ; the changing into new views and 
feelings. The Christian is often repre- 
sented as a nev creature, 2 Cor. v. 1 7. 
Gal. vi. 13. Eph. iv. 24. 1 Pet ii. 2, 
^ Voilr mind. The word translated 
miwl properly denotes intellect, as dis- 
tinguished from the will and affections. 
But here it seems to be used as appli- 
cable to the -whole spirit as distinguish- 
ed from the body, including the under- 
standing, will, and affections. As if he 
had said, let not this change appertain 
to the body only, but to the aouL Let it 
not be a mere external conformity, but 
let it have its seat in the spirit. All ex- 
ternal changes, if the mind was not 
changed, would be useless, or would be 
hypocrisy. Christianity seeks to reigp 
in the aoul i and having its scat there, 
tbe external conduct and habits will be 
regulated accordingly. ^ That ye may 
prove. The word used here {iuu/xA^tt) 
is commonly applied to metals^ to the 
operation of testing, or trying them by 
the severity of fire, &c. Hence it also 
means to explore, investigate, ascer- 
tain. This is its meaning here. The 
sense is, that such a rene-wed mind 
is essential to a successful inquiry after 
the will of God. Having a dispone 
tion to obey him, the mind will, be 
prepared to understand his precepts. 
There will be a correnpondence be- 
tween the feelings of the heart and his 
will ; a nice tact or taste, which will 
admit his laws, and see the propriety 
and beauty of his commands. A re- 
newed heart is the best preparation foi 
studying Christianity ; as a man v^ho 
is temperate is the best fitted to under- 
stand the arguments for temperance ; 
the man who is chaste, has ntost clearly 
and forcibly the arguments ft>r chastity, 
&c. A heart in love with the faf hums 
and follies uf the world is ill-fitteii to 
appreciate the arguments for humilitv* 
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3 For I say, through the 
^ce given unto me, to every 
man that is among you, not to 



prayer, dec '* If any man will do his 
will, he pbalt know of the doctrine 
whether it be of God/* John vii. 17. 
Tha reajon -why the heart is renewed 
!■ that we may do the will of God : 
the heart that it renewed is beat fitted 
to apiireciate and understand his will. 
t IVitit good, &c. This part of the 
verse might he rendered, that ye may 
investigate the will of God, or ascertain 
the will of God, that which is good, 
and perfect, and acceptable. The vill 
of Go(( relates to his commands in re- 
gard to our conduct, his doctrines in 
regard to our belief, his providential 
dealings in relation to our external cir- 
cumstances. It means what God de- 
mands of us, in whatever way it may 
be made known. They do not err 
from his ways who seek his guidance, 
and who, not confiding in their own 
wisdom, l)ot in God, commit their way 
to him. ** The nieek will he guide in 
judgment, and the meek will he teach 
his way." Ps. xxv. 9. The word j^oo</ 
here is not an adjective agreeing with 
** will," but a noun, * That ye may 
find the will of God, that which is good 
and acceptable.' It implies that that 
thing which is gvod is his will ; or that 
we may find his wilt by finding that 
which is good and perfect.- That is 
good which promotes the honour of 
God and the interests of his universe. 
^ i^erfect. Free from defect, stain, or 
injury. That which has all its parts 
complete, or. which is not dispropor- 
tionate. Applied to religion, it means 
that which is consiatent, which is car' 
ried out ; which is evinced in all the 
circumstances and relations of life. 
1 Acceptable, That which will lie 
pleasing to God, or which he will ap- 
prove. There is scarcely a more diffi- 
cult text in the Bible than this, or one 
that IS moT6 full of meaning. It in- 
vo've the main ditti^ of religion to l<e 
sefforatiMi from the world; aud ex- 



think of himseff more • highly 
than he ought to think ; but to 
^ think soberly, according as God 
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presses the -way in which that duty 
may be performed, and in which we 
may live so as to ascertain and do the 
will of God. If all Chnstiani* would 
obey this, religion would be every 
where honoured. If all would separate 
from the vices and follies, the amuse- 
ments and gayeties of the world, Christ 
would be gbirified. If all were truly 
renewed in their minds, they would 
lose their relish for such things, au.d 
seeking only to do the will of God, 
they would not be slow to find it. 

3. For I say. The word "for* 
shows that the apostle is about to intro- 
duce some additional considerations tc 
enforce what he had just said; or tc 
show how we may evince a mind 
that is not conformed to the world. 
1 Through the grace. Through the 
favour, or in virtue of the favour of 
the apostolic office. By the authority 
that is conferred on me to declare the 
will of God as an apostle. See Note, 
ch. i. 5. See also Gal. i. 6. 15 ; ii. 9. 
Eph. iii. 8. 1 Tim. i. 14. T JVat to 
thinks dec. Not to over-eatitnate him- 
self, or to think more of himself than 
he ought to. What is the true stand- 
ard by which we ought to estimate 
ourselves he immediately adds. This 
is a caution e^inst pride ; and ^n ex- 
hortation not to judge of ourselves by 
our talents, wealth, or office, but tc 
form another standard- of judging of 
ourselves, by our Christian character. 
The Romans would probably be in 
much danger from this quarter. The 
prevailing habit ot judging among them 
was according to rank, or wealth, or 
eloquence, or office. While this habit 
of judging prevailed in the woild around 
them, there was, danger that it might 
aUo prevail in the church. And the 
exhortation was that they should not 
judge of their own characters by the 
usual mode^ amonir men hut by their 
Chriatutn attauimenta. There is Li' 
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hath dealt to every man the 
measure • of faith. 

« Eph.4*7,fec. 

ftin to which men are more prone than 
an inordinate self-valuation and pride. 
Instead of judging by that which con- 
stitutes true excellence of character, 
they pride themselves on that which is 
of no intrinsic value ; on rank, and ti- 
tles, and external accomplishments ; or 
on talents, learning, or wealth. The 
only true standard of character pertains 
to the principles of action, or to that 
which constitutes the moral nature of 
the man ; and to that the apostle calls 
the Roman people. ^ But to think 
sober It/, Literally, " to think so as to 
act soberly or wisely.*' So to estimate 
ourselves as to act or demean ourselves 
wisely, prudently, modestly. Those 
who over-estimate themselves are proud, 
haughty^ foolish in their de^iortment. 
Those who think of themselves as they 
ought, are modest, sober, prudent. 
There b no way to maintain a wise 
and proper conduct so certain, as to 
form a humble and modjest estimate of 
our own character. ^ According as 
God hath dealt. As God h&B measitred 
to each one, or apportioned to each one. 
In this place the faith which Chris- 
tians have, is traced to God as its giver. 
This y^irr, that God has given it, will 
be itself one of the most effectual pro- 
moters of humility and right feeling. 
Men commonly regard the otijects on 
which they pride themselves as things 
of their own creation, or as depending 
on themselves. But let an object be 
regarded as the gift of God, and it ceases 
*o excite pride^ and the feeling is at 
once changed into g^ratitude. He, 
therefore, who regards God as the 
source of all blessings, and he only, 
will be a humble roan. ^ The mea- 
sure of faith. The word faith here is 
evidently put for religion, or Chris- 
*Jaiiity. Faith is a main thing in reli- 
gion. It constitutes xVsfrst demand, 
and the Christian religion, therefore, is 
charact prized by its faith, or its con- 
fidence in God. See Mark xvi. 17. 
C^omn. Heb. xi. Rom. ?v. We are 
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4 For as we have many ' 
members in one body, and all 
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not, therefore, to be elated in our view 
of ourselves ; we are not to judge ot 
our own characters by wealth, or ta- 
lent, or learning, but by our attachment 
to God, and by the influence of faith 
on our minds. The meaning is. judge 
yourselves, or estimate yourselves, by 
your piety. The propriety of this rul<» 
is apparent, (I.) Because no .Auvr 
standard is a correct one, or one of va- 
lue. Our talent, learning, rank, or 
wealth, is a very improper rule by 
which to estimate ourselves. All may 
be wholly unconnected with moral 
worth; and the worst as well as the. 
best men may possess them. (2.) God 
will judge us in the day of judgment 
by our attachment to Chribl and his 
cause (Matt xxv.) ; and taat is the 
true standard by which to estimate 
ourselves here. (3.) Nothing else will 
secure and promote humility but this. 
All other things may produce or pro- 
mote pride, but this will efiectu^iily se- 
cure humility. The fact that God has 
given all that we have ; the fact 
that the poor and obscure may have as 
true an elevation of character as (Air- 
selves ; the consciousness of our own 
imperfections and short-comings in the 
Christian faith ; and the certainty that 
we are soon to be arraigned to try this 
great question, whether we have evi- 
dence that we are the friends of God ; 
will all tend to promote humbleness of 
mind, and to bring down our usual in- 
ordinate self-estimation. If all Chris- 
tians judged themselves in this way, it 
would remove at once no small part 
of the pride of station and of life from 
the worid, and would produce deep at- 
tachment for those who are blessed 
with the faith of the gospel, though 
they may be unadorned by any of the 
wealth or trappings which now pro- 
mote pride and distinctions among men. 
4. For, This word here denotes a 
fiiriher iilnstration or proof of what he 
had iust l)efore said. The duty to which 
he was exhorting the Romans waa, not 
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to be unduly exalted or elevated io their 
own estimation. In order to produce 
proper humility, be ahowi them that 
God has appointed certain orders or 
grades in the church ; that all are use- 
ful in their proper place ; that we 
should seek to discharge our duty in 
our appropriate sphere ; and thus that 
due subordination and order would be 
observed. To show this, he introduces 
a beautiful comparison drawn from the 
human body. There are vari«ms mem- 
bers in the human frame; all useful 
and honourable in their proper place ; 
and all designed to promote the order, 
and beauty, and bannony of the whole. 
So the church is one body, consisting 
of many memliers, and each is fitted to 
be useful and comely in its proper 
place. The same compiirison he uses 
with great beauty and force in 1 Cor. 
xii. 4—31; also Eph. iv. 25; v. 30. 
In that chapter the comparison is car- 
ried out to much greater length, and 
its influence shown with great force. 
^ Many memberM. Limbs, or parts; 
feet, hands, eyes, ears, <&c. 1 Cor. xii. 
14, 15. ^ In one bo fit/. Constituting 
one body ; or united in one, and mak- 
ing one person. Essential to the ex- 
istence, beauty, and happiness of the 
one body or person. ^ The tame of- 
jice. The same use or design'; not all 
appointed for the same thing ; one is to 
see, another to hear, a third to walk 
with, &C. 1 Cor., xii. 14 — 23. 

5. So wtf, beinff tnany. We who 
are Christians, and who are numerous 
as individuals, i ^ve one oo^iv. Are 
united together, constituti»;j( o!ie socie- 
ty or one people, mutually dependent, 
and having the same great interests at 
hcurt, though to be promoted by us 
according to our peculiar talents and 
opportunities. As the welfore of the 
same boily is to be promoted in one 
manner by the feet, in another by the 
eye, &c; so the welfare of the body 
ol Chribt is to be prnm^'t'^ by di«;b«rg- 
ing our duties in our appropriate sphere, 
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as God has appointed us. ^ In Chri9t. 
One body, joined to Christ, or con- 
nected vith him as the bead. £ph. i 
22, 23, " And gave him to be head over 
all things to the church, which is his 
bodi/J* Comp. John xv. 1 — 7. This 
does not mean that there is any phif' 
Bical or literal union, or any destruc- 
tion of personal identity, or any thing 
particularly mysterious or unintelligi- 
ble. Cbristiaus acknowledge him as 
their head^ i. e. their lawgiver ; their 
counsellor, guide, and Redeemer. They 
are bound to him by peculiarly tender 
ties of affection, gratitude, and friend- 
ship; they are united in him^ i. e. in 
acknowledging him as their common 
Lord and Saviour. Any other union 
than this is impossible ; and the sacred 
writers never intended that expressions 
like these should be explained literally. 
The union of Christians to Christ in 
the most tender and interesting of any 
in this world, but no more mysterious 
than that which binds friend to friend, 
children to parenu, or husbands to 
their wives. Comp. Eph. v. 23 — 33. 
1 And every one members one of an- 
other, Comp. 1 Cor. xii. 25, 26. That 
is, we are so united as to be mutually 
dependent; each one is of service to 
the other ; and the existence and office 
of the one is necessary to the useful- 
ness of the other. Thus the members 
of the body may be said to be members 
one of another ; as the feet could not, 
for example, perform tlieir functions or 
be of use if it were not for the eye; the 
ear, the hand, the teeth, &c. would be 
useless if it were not for the other 
meml)ers, which go to make up the en- 
tire per«3n. Thus in the church, every 
individual is not only necessary in his 
place as an individual, but is needful 
to the proper symmetry and action of 
the whole. And we may learn here, 
(I.) That no member of the church 
of Christ shou'd esleeni himself to Ih 
of no imiMirtance. In bis own placn 
he may be of as much consequence as 
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one members one of another. 

6 Having then gifts differing ■ 
according to the gi*ace that is 
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the man of learding, wealth, and talent 
may be in bis. (2.) God debigned that 
there should be differences of endow* 
ments of nature and of grace in the 
church: just as it was needful that 
there should be differences in the mem- 
bers of the human body. (3.) No one 
should despise or lightly esteem an> 
other. All are necessary. We can no 
more spare the foot or the hand than 
we can the eye; though the latter 
may be much more curious and strik- 
ing as a proof of divine skill. We do 
not despise the hand or the foot any 
more than- we do the eye ; and in all 
we should acknowledge the goodness 
and wisdom of God. 8«ie these thoughts 
carried out in 1 Cor. zii. 21 — 25. 

6. Havinff th^ gift** All th« en- 
dowments which Christians have are 
regarded liy the apostle as giftni God 
has conferred them ; and this fact, 
when properly felt, tends much to pre- 
vent our thinking of ourselves more 
highly than we ought to think, ver. 3. 
For the use of the word rendered gifts, 
see ch. i. 11; v. 15, 16 ; vi. 23 ; xi. 29. 
1 Cor. vii. 7 ; xii. 4. 9. 28, &c. It may 
refer to natural endowments as well as 
to the favours of grace ; though in this 
place it refers doubtless to the distinc- 
tions conferred on Christians in the 
churches. ^ Differing, It was never 
designed that all Christians should be 
equal. God designed that men should 
have different endowments. The v«ry 
nature of society supposes this. There 
never was a statr of perfect equality in 
any thing ; and it would be impossible 
that there should be, and yet preserve 
aociety. In this, God exercises a' sove- 
reignty, and bestows his favours ^s he 
pleases, injuring no one by conferring 
favours on others ; and holding me re- 
sponsible for the right use of what / 
have, and not for what may be confer- 
red on my neighbour. ^ According to 
tne grace. That is, the favour, the 
«ciT|f thai 16 beato^'eii oo ut. As' all 



given to us, whether prophecy, 
let U8 prophesy according to the 
proportion of faith ; 



that we have is a matter of grace, t^ 
should keep us fro.*n pride; and it should 
make us willing to occupy our appropri- 
ate place in the church. True bopouf 
consists not in splendid endowments, or 
great wealth and office. It consists in 
rightly discharging the duties which God 
requires of us in our appropriate sphere; 
If all men held their talents as the gift 
of God ; if all would find and occupy 
in society the place for which God de- 
signed them, it would prevent no small 
part of the uneasiness, the restlesoness, 
the ambition, and misery of the world. 
1 Whether prophecy. The apostle now 
proceeds to specify the different class- 
es of gifts or endowments which Chris- 
tians have, and to exhort tbeni to dis- 
charge aright the duty which results 
from the rank or office which they held 
in' the church. The first is prophecy. 
This word properly means to predict 
future evetits, but it also means to de- 
clare the divine will ; to interpret .th^ 
purposes of God ; or to make known 
in any way the truth of God, which is 
designed to influence men. Its^rW 
meaning is to predict or foretell future 
events ; but as those who did this were 
messengers of God, and as they com- 
monly connected with such pi^eiHction§ 
instructions and exhortations in regard 
to the sins, and dangers, and duties of 
men, the word came to denote any 
who warned, or threatened, or in any 
way communicated the will of God; 
and even those who uttered devotional 
sentiments or praise. The name in the 
New Testament is commonly connect- 
ed with teachers. Acts xiii. I, ** There 
were in the church at Antioch certain 
prophets, and teachers, as Barnabas/' 
Sec. ; XV. 32, ** And Judas and i$ilai 
being prophets themselves," dec. ; xxi 
10, **A certain prophet named Aga- 
bi^." In 1 Cor. xiL 28, 29, prophets 
..fe mentioned as a class of teachers 
immeduitely after apostles, " And God 
hath set tome in the chorebi imr 
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•postlat. Mcondly prophetMt thirdly 
teacheiB," Ax. The same c1m« of 
penons is again inenUoned in > Cor. 
xiv. 29 — 32. 3&. In this plaee they are 
spoken of as being under the influence 
of revelaiiofif ** Let the prophets speak 
two or three, and let the other judge. 
If any thing be revealed to another 
that silteth by, let the first hold his 
peace. And the spirits of the prophets 
are subject to the prophets." ver. 39, 
** Covet to propheMtf, and forbid not to 
speak with tongues.*' In this place 
endowments are mentioned under the 
name of prophecy evidently in advance 
even of the power of speaking with 
tongues. Yet all these were to be sub- 
ject to the authority of the apostle. 1 
Cor. siv. 37. In Eph. iv. 1 1, th^ are 
menltoaed again in the same order: 
**Aa^ ^® 9^^^ some apostles; and 
sofne prophets ; and some evangelists ; 
ai^d some pastors, and teachers," 6ic. 
From these passages the following 
things seem clear in relation to this 
class of persons. (1.) They were an 
onler of teachers distinct from the apos- 
tles, and next to them in authority and 
rank. (2.) Tbey were under the in- 
fluence of revelation, or inspiration in 
a certain sense. (3.) They had power 
of con/ro//in^ themselves, and of speak- 
ing or keeping silence as tbey chose. 
They had the power of tuiriff their 
prophetic gifts as we have the ordinary 
faculties of our minds ; and of course 
of abfuing thera also. This abuse was 
apparent also in the case of those who 
had the power of speaking with tongues. 
I Cor. xiv. 2. 4. 6. U, &c (4.) They 
were subject to the apoatles. (6.) They 
were anperior to the other teachers 
and pastors in the church. (6.) The 
office or the endowment was tempo- 
rary^ designed for the settlement and 
establishment of the church ; and then, 
like the apostolic office, having accom- 
plished its purpose, to be disused, and 
to cease. From these remarks, also, 
will be seen the propriety of regulating 
thif office by apostolic authority ; or 
stating, as the apostle does here, the. 
manner or t*nU by which this gift was 
ta be ea^irciaad. t ^tfc st^dM i y io 4ks 



proftortiotu This wc*rd {psOiSyUa) vk 
nownere else used in the New Testa- 
ment. The word properly applies to 
mathematics (Schleuaner), and means 
the ratio or proportion which results 
from comparison of one number or 
magnitude with another. In a large 
sense, therefore, as applied to other 
subjects, it denotes the measure of any 
thing. With us it means analogy ^ oi 
Use congruity or resemblance discovered 
between one thing and another, aa we 
say there is an analogy or reoemblance 
between the truths taught by reasoc 
and revelation. (See Butler's Analogy.) 
But this is not its meaning here. It 
means the meaaure, the amount oi 
iaith bestowed on them, for he was 
exhorting them to (ver. 3) '* Think 
soberly, according as God hath dealt tc 
every man the measure of faith?* The 
word faith here means evidently, not 
the truths of the Bible elsewhere re- 
vealed ; nor their confidence in God ; 
ner their personal piety ; but the extra- 
ordinary endowment bestowed on them 
by the gifts of prophecy. They were 
to confine themselves strictly to that * 
they were not to usurp the apostolic 
authority, or to attempt to exercise 
their peculiar office ; but they were to 
confine themsdives strictly to the func- 
tions of their office according to the 
measure of their faith, i. e. the extraor- 
dinary endowment conferred on them. 
The word faith is thus used often to 
denote that extraonlinary confidence in 
God which attended the workicsf of 
miracles, dec Matt xvii. 26 ; xji. 21 
Luke xvii. 6. If this be the fair inter- 
pretation of .the passage, then it is clear 
that the. interpretation which applies it 
to aystema of theology^ and which de- 
mands that we should interpret the 
Bible so as to accord wi^h the system, is 
one that is wholly unwarranted. It is 
to be referred solely to this class of re- 
ligious teachers,^ without reference to 
any system of doctrine, or to any thing 
which had been revealed to any other 
class of men ; or without affirming that 
there is any resemblance between one 
truth luid another. All that may he 
tnia, but ii> jMi the troth taught i» 
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7 Or ministry, let tu wait 

this pawage. And it is equally clear 
that the passage is not to be applied to 
teachers now, except as an illustrution 
of the general principle that even 
thoee endowed with great and splendid 
talents are not to over-estimate them, 
bnt to regard them as the gift of God ; 
to exercise them in subordination to 
Ins appointment; and to seek to em- 
plo\- them in the manner, the place, 
and to the purpose that shall be ac- 
cording to his will. The^ are to em- 
ploy them in the purpose for which 
Godg'ove themt and for kg othkb, 
7. Or nuniBtry (/uuicvUf) This 
word properly means service of any 
kind. Luke x. 40. It is used in re- 
ligion to denote the service which is 
rendered to Christ as the Master, It is 
applied to uU classes of ministers in the 
New Testament, as denoting their lie- 
ing the servants of Christ ; and it is 
used (wrticolarly to denote that class 
who fr^m this word were called Jea- 
const * e. those who had the care of the 
poor, who provided for the sick, and 
who watched over the external mat* 
ters of the church. In the following 
places it is used to denote the ministry, 
or servicCf which Paul and the other 
apostles rendered in their public work. 
Acts i. 17. 25 ; vL 4 ; xii. 25 ; xx. 24 ; 
xxi. 19. Rom. xi. 13 ; xv. 31. 2 Cor. 
v. 18; vi. 3. Eph. iv. 12. 1 Tim. i. 
12. In a few places this word is used 
to denote the office which the deacons 
fulfilled. Acto vi. K AcU xi. 29. 1 
Cor. xvi. 15. 2 Cor. xi. S. In this 
sense the word deacon, (iumattit) is 
most commonly used, as denoting the 
office wh«ch was performed in providing 
for the poor, and administering the 
alms of the church. It is not easy to 
say in what sense it is used here. I am 
inclined to the opinion that he did not 
refer to those who were appropriately 
called deacons, but to those engaged in 
the office of die ministry of the -word ; 
whoae business it was to preach, and 
thus to serve the churches. In tbb 
sense the word is often used in the 
New Testament, and the connexion 



on our ministering; or he that 

seems to demand the same interpreta- 
tion here. ^ On our ministering" 
Let us he wholly and diligently oc- 
cupied in this. Let this be our great 
business, and let us give entire atten- 
tion to it. Particularly the connexion 
requires us to understand this as di- 
recting those who ministered not to 
I aspire toUie office and honours of those 
who prophesied. Let them toot think 
of themselves more highly than they 
ought, but be engaged entirely in their 
own appropriate wcrk. ^ lie that 
teacheth. This word denotes those who 
instruct, or communicate knowledge 
It is clear that it is used to denote a 
class of persons different, in some re 
spects, from those ^ho prophesied and 
from those who exhorted. But in what 
this difterence consisted, is not clear. 
Teacher's :iro mentioned in the New 
Testament in the grade next to the 
prophets. Acts xiii. I. I Cor. xii. 28, 
29. Eph. iv. 11. Perhaps the differ- 
ence between the prophets, the minis* 
ters, the teachers, and the exhoiUers 
was this, that the first spake by inspira- 
tion ; the second engaged in all the 
functions of the ministry properly so 
called, including the administration of 
the sacraments ; the teachers were em- 
ployed in communicating instruction 
simply, teaching the doctrines of re- 
ligion, but without assuming the office 
of ministers; and the fourth exhorted, 
or entreated Christians to lead a holy 
life, without making it a particular 
sulject to teach, and without pretend- 
ing to administer the ordinances of 
religion. The fact that teachers are so 
often mentioned in the New Testa- 
ment, shows that they were a class by 
themselves. It may be worthy of re- 
mark that the churches in New Eng- 
land had, at first, a class of men viho 
were called teachers* One was a|)- 
pointed to this oflke in every church, 
distinct from the pastor, whose propei 
business it was to instruct the congre- 
gation in the doctrines of religion* 
'J*he same thing exists substantially 
now in moat churchea* in th« appoint 
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loacheth, on teaching ; 

8 Or he that exhorteth, on 
exhortation: he that ' giveth 

ment of Sunday-Khool teachers, whose 
main bosineaiit te to instruct the children 
in the doctrines of the Christian religion. 
h is an office of great importance to 
the chutch ; and the exhortation of the 
apostle may be applied to them : that 
they should be assiduous, constant, dili< 
gent in their teaching ; that they should 
confine tbemseWes to their appropriate 
plac« ; and should feel that their oflice 
is of great importance in the church of 
God ; and remember that this is hia 
arrangement, designed to promote the 
edification of his people. 

8. He that exhorteth. This word 
properly denotes one who urges to the 
practical duties of religion, in distinc- 
tion ftom one who teaches its doctrines. 
One who presents the soanungs and 
the promises of God, to excite men to 
the discharge o( their doty. It is clear 
that there were persons who were re- 
rognised as engsging especially m this 
duty, and who were known by this ap- 
pellation, as distinguished from pro- 
phets and teachers. How long this 
was continued, there is no means of 
flMcertaining ; but it cannot be doubted 
that it may still be expedient, in many 
times and places, to have persons desig- 
nated to this work. In most churches 
this duty is now blended with the other 
offices of the ministry. ^ He that 
giveth. Margin, " imparteth,*' The 
ward denotes the person whose office 
It was to distribute ; and probably desig- 
nates him who distributed the alms of 
the church, or him who was the deacon 
of the congregation. 'I*he connexion 
requires that this meaning should be 
giviM) to the passage; and the word 
rendered giveth may denote one who 
imparts or distributes that which has 
been committed to him for that pur* 
pose, as well as one who gives out of 
his private property. Ab the apostle is 
siieaking here of ojffices in the church, 
UM former is avideotly that which is I 



Ut htm do it * ^\ih Minplicity : 
lie that ruleth, with diligence ; 
he that sheweth mercy, with 
^neerfulness.* 

intended. It was deemed an ioBportant 
matter among the early Christians to 
impart UberaUy of their aubatanoe to 
support the poor, and provide for the 
needy. Acta ii. 44 — 47 ; iv. 34 — 37 ; v. 
1— 11. Gal. ii. 10. Rom. xv. 26. 2 Cor. 
viii. 8; ix. 2. 12. Hence it became 
necessary to appoint persons over these 
contributions, who should be especially 
charged with the management oi ihem, 
and who would see that they were pro- 
perly distributed. Acts vi. 1 — 6. These 
were the persons who were denomi- 
nated deacons, Phil. i. 1. 1 Tim. iii. 
^.12, ^ With simpUcity, See MatL 
vi. 22, " If thine eye be single** &c 
Luke xi. 34. The word simplicity 
(aa'XoTMc) is used in a similar sense to 
denote singleness, honesty of aim, 
purity, integrity, without any mixture 
of a base, selfish, or sinister end. It re* 
quires the bestowment of a favour with- 
out seeking any personal or selfish 
ends ; without partiality ; but actuated 
only by the desire to bestow them in 
the bMt possible manner to promote 
the object for which they were given 
2 Cor. viii. 2; ix. 11. 13; i. 12. E|,\ 
vi. 5. Col. lii. 22. It is plain that when 
prdpertff wss intrusted to them, there 
would be danger that they might be 
tempted to employ it for selfish and 
sinister ends, to promote their influ- 
ence and prosperity ; and hence the 
apostle exhorted them lo do it with a 
single aim to the objeci for which it 
was given. Well did b«> know that 
there was nothing more tempting than 
the possession of wealth, though given 
to be appropriatod to othere. And this 
exhortation is applicable not only lo 
the deacons of the churches, but to all 
who in this day of Christian benevo- 
lence are intrusted with Ttjoiwy to ad* 
Vance the kingdom of the Lord Josua 
Christ; 1 He that ruleth. This word 
property designates one who is set over 
oiheiB^ or who preside* or niks* pr out 
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who attends with diligence and care to 
a thing. In I Thess. v. 12, it is used 
in relation to ministers in general: 
"And we beseech you, brethren, to 
know them which labour among you 
an4 are over you in th^ Lord." 1 Tim. 
iii. 4, 5. 12, it is applied to the head 
of a family, or one who diligently and 
faithfully performs the dyty of' a fa- 
ther : " One that ruleth veil his own 
hou^.'^ 1 Tim. ▼. 17, it is applied to 
"e/«fer«" in the church: "Let the 
elders^ that rule well," dec. .It is pot 
elsewhere used except iik Titus iii; 8. 
14, in » different sense, where it is 
translated ** to maintain goodwork&" 
The prevailing sense of the wdrd, there- 
fore, is to ruleyto preside dver, or to 
have the manageibent of. But to what 
class of persons reference is had here| 
and what Was precisely their duty, has 
been made a matter of controversy, and 
it is not easy to determine. Whether 
thi|i refers to a permanent office iii the 
church, or ^to an occasional presiding 
in their assemblies Convened for busi- 
ness, (&c. is not settled by the use of 
the word.- It has the idea ofrulifigj as 
in a family, or of presiding, as in a 
deliberative assembly; and either of 
these, ideas would convey all that is 
implied in the original Word. Comp. 
1 Cor. xu. 28. ^ With diligence: This 
word properly means Jiaste (Mark vi. 
25. Luke i. 39) ; but it also denotes 
industry f aitenttony care. 2 Cor. vii^ 
11," Wh^ tarefutn^alt wrought in 
you.** 12, " That o^ir care for you in 
the sight of Iffod,*' &c. viii. 7, 8, (Gr.) 
Heb._vi. 11, It means here that they 
should be^ dtt&ntive to the duties of 
their vocation^ and engage with ardour 
in that which was committed to them 
to do. ^ He that sho-weth mercy. It 
is probable, says Calvin, that this refers 
to those who had the care o^ the sick 
and infirm, the aged and the needy; 
not so much to provide, for them by 
charity, as to attend on them in their 
jifHiction, and to take care of them. 
To the deacons was committed the 
dut} of distributing alms, bi;t to others 
til at of ^personal attendance; This 
ran hardly be called an ^fice ^c the 



technical srase; and yet it is not 
improbable that they were designated 
to this by the church, aal requested to 
perform it There were no hospital! 
and no almshouses. Christians felt it 
their duty to show personal attention 
to the infirm and the sick ; and so im- 
portant was their office, that it waa 
deemed worthy of notice in a general 
direction to the church. ^ ^ Jftth cheer- 
fulness. The direction given to those 
who distributed alms was to do it vnth 
simplicity f with an honest aim to 
meet the purpose for whicti it was in- 
trusted to them. The direction hei» 
taries according to the duty to be per- 
formed. It isto be done with cheerful- 
ness, pleasantness, joy; with a kind, 
benign, and happy temper. The im- 
portance of this direction to those in 
this situation is apparent Nothing 
tends so much to enhance the valne'of 
personal attendance on the sick and 
afBicted,'a^ a kind and Cheerful tem- 
per. If any where' a mild, amiable, 
cheerful, and patient disposition ^ i» 
needed, it is near a ^ck bed, atnd when 
adminis^ing to the' wants of those 
who ai^ in afHiction. And whenever 
we may be called to such a service, we 
should remember that this is indispen^a^ 
hie. If moroseness, :or impatience, or 
fretfulness is discovered in us, it will 
pain those whom we ^eek to benefit, 
imbittei[ their feelings, and render our 
sei^ices of comparatively little value. 
The needy and infirm, the feeble aiid 
the^ aged, have enough to bear without 
the impatience and harshness of pro- 
fessed, friends. ^ It may be added that 
the example of the Irf>rd Jesus Christ 
is the brightest which the world hm 
furnished of this temper. Though con- 
stantly encompa&sed by the Infirm and 
the afflicted, yet he was always kind, 
and gentle, and mild, and has left be- 
fore us exactly whnt the apostle meant 
when he said, " he that showeth mercy 
with cheerfulness.'* The example ol 
the good Samaritan is also another in 
stance of what is intended by this di 
rection. Comp. ' 2 Cor. ix. -7. This 
direction is pitfticqliiTly applicable to n 
physicUot 
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9 Lei love be without dissi- 
mulation. • Abhor * that which is 
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We have here an account of the es- 
tablishment, the order, and the duties 
of the difiereat members of the Chris- 
tian church. The amount of it all is, 
that we should discharge with fidelity 
the duties which belong to us in the 
sphere of life in which we are placed ; 
and not despise the rank which God 
has assigned u^; not to think of our- 
selves more highly than we ought ; but 
to act well our part, according to the 
station where we are placed, and the 
talents with which we are endowed. 
If this were done, it would put an end 
to discontent, ambitioA, and strife, and 
would produce the blessings pf uiuver- 
sal peace and order. 

9. Let love. The apostlQ proceeds 
to specify the duties of Christians in 
general, that they might secure the 
beauty and order of the churchy The 
first which he specifies is love. This 
word here evidently refers to benevo- 
lence, or to good will toward all man- 
kind. In yer. 10 he specifies the duty 
of brotherly love ; and there can be no 
doubt that he here refers to the bene- 
volence which we ought to cherish to-, 
wards alLmen, A similar distinction 
is foi^nd in 2 Pet. i. 7, "And to bro- 
therly kindness add charifi/" i. e. be- 
neyolflhce, or good, will, and kind feel- 
ings to others. ^ Withoia dieaimula- 
tion. Without hypocrUy. Let it be 
«ncer9 ancl unfeigned^ - Let , it not 
consist' in words or professions only, 
bjit lot it be manifest^ in acts of kind- 
ness and in deeds of charity. 1 John 
iii. 18^ Comp. L Pet. i. 22. Genuine 
benevolence is npt that which Hierely 
profe89e9 attachment, but whtch-^ is 
evinced by act^ of kindness and bSSrol 
tion. 1 ^bK»r that -which ia evil. 
The vfrord abhw means to hate; to 
turn from ; to avoid. The. word evil 
here has reference to viftiicet or. «n- 
kindneaat rather than to evil in general. 
The apostle is exhorting to love, or 
kindness ; and between ther direction 

Ipve all men, and the particular di- 



evil ; cleave to that which is good. 
10 Be kindly * affectioned one 

e lPet.2.17. 

rection about brotherly love, he places 
this general direction to abhor that 
which is;' evil ; that which is evil in 
relation ta the subject under diacua^ 
aion, that is, malice or unkindneaa. 
The word evil is not unfrequently used 
in this limited sense to denote some 
particular or special ievi]. Matt v. 37. 39, 
Sic. ^Comp. Ps. xxxiv. 14. 2 Tim. ii. 
19. Ps.,xcvii. 10. 1 Thess. v. 23. 
^ Cleave to that -which ia good. The 
word rendered cleave to denotes pro- 
perly the act of gltdng, or uniting 
firmly by glue. It is then used to do^ 
note a very firm adherence to an ob- 
ject ; to he firmly united to it. lierc 
it means that Christians should be 
^firmly attached to that which is good, 
and 9ot aeparate or part from it iTie 
good here referred to is particularly 
that which pertains to benevolence — to 
all men, and especially to Christians. 
It should not be occasional only, or ir- 
regular ; but it should be constant, 
active, decided. 

10. Be kincRy affectioned. ITie 
word here used occurs nowhere else 
in the New Testament It properly 
denotes tender afiectidn, such as that 
which subsists betv^teen parents and 
children; and it meaiis that Christians 
should have similar feelings- towards 
each other, as faelohg[ing to the .same 
family, and as united in the^ame prin- 
ciples and interests. The Syriac ren- 
ders this, " Love your bremren, and 
love one another." Comp. 1 Pet. ii. 17. 
1 Jfith brotherly love. Or in love to 
the brethren. The word denotes the 
affisction which subsists between bre^ 
thren. . The duty is one which is often 
presented, in the New Testament, and 
which our Saviour intended should be 
regarded as a badge of discipleship. 
See Note, John xiii. 34, 3.5, "By this 
shall all men know that ye are my dis- 
ciples, if ye have love one to another." 
John XV. 12. 17. EjA. v. 2. 1 Thess. 
iv. 9. 1 Pet i. 22. 1 John ii. 7, 8 ; iii, 
1 1. 23 ; iv. !4o, 21. The apostle Paul in 
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(o another* with brotherly love; 
m honour preferring * one an- 
other; 

< Of, m <A« lotw 0/ the intknn. ft lF»t5^. 

this place manifests his peculiar man- 
ner of writing. He* ^oea not simply 
enjoin brotherly love, but he adds that 
h should be kindly affectiontd. It 
should be with the /en c^emesv 'whieh 
characterizes the most endearing na- 
tural relationship. This be expresses 
by a word which is made for the occa- 
eion (f/xofTog^sf)', bfending love with 
natural affection, and suffering it to be 
manifest in your intercourse with one 
another. ^ Iri ^honour, Jn^shoxomjg^ 
or manifesting respect or honoun Not 
in aeekir^ honour, or striving after 
respect^ but in showing it to one , ano- 
ther. ^ Preferring one another,. The 
word preferring means^ going before,, 
leiading, setting an example. Thus in 
showing mutual respect and honour, 
they were to strive to excel ; not to see 
which could ohtain most honour, but 
which could confer most, Or manifest 
tnost respect. Comp. 1 Pet i. 6. Eph. 
v. 21. Thus they were to be studious 
to show to each other all the respect 
which was due in the various relations 
of life; children to show proper respect 
to jparents, parents tp children', servants 
to their masters, 6cc. ;. and all to strive 
by mutual kindness to promote the 
happiness of the Christian community. 
How difi'erent this from the spirit of 
the world \ the spirit which ^eks, not 
to confer honour, but to obtain it; 
which aims, not to diffuse respect, but 
to attract all others to give honour to 
us. If this single direcstion were to be 
obeyed in society, it would put an end 
at once to no small part of the envy, 
and ambition, . and heart-burning, and 
dissatisfaction of t(^e world. ' It would 
produce contentment, harmony, love, 
and ofder in the community ; and stay 
the progress of crime, and .annihijate 
the evils of strife, and discord, and ma- 
lice. And especially, it would give 
order and beauty to the church. It 
would humble the ambition of those 
who, like Diotrephes, love to have the 



11 Not slothful in business *,* 
' fervent in spirit ; serving the 
** Lord. 

«ActB20.ii4,3S. eCoU.ia. 4iHeb.lZ.88. 

pre-eminence (3 John 9), and make 
every man willing to occupy the phoe 
for which God has designed fain, and 
rejoice that his brethren may be exalted 
to higher posts of responsibility and 
honour. 

U. J^ot tlothfuL The word ren- 
dered slothful refers to those who are 
slow, idle, destitute of promptness of 
ibind and activity. Comp. Matt xxv. 
16. ^ Tn business ^Tif ojrwSn), This 
is the satne word which in ver. 8 is. 
rendered diligence. It properly denotes 
hastCy intensity, ardour of mind ; and 
hence also it di^notes industry^ labour. 
The direction means that we should be 
diligently occupied in ourproper employ- 
ment. ~ It does not refer to any parti 
cular occupation, but is us^ in a ge 
neral sense to denote all the labout 
which we may have to do ; or is a di- 
rection 4x) be faithful and industrious 
in the discharge of alt our appropriate 
duties. Comp. IJccl. ix.' 10. The ten- 
dency of the Christian religion is tQ 
promote industry, (l.) It teaches the 
value of time. {9.) Presents nume- 
rous and important things to be done. 
(3.) It inclines men to be conscientiour 
in the improvement of each moment. 
{4.) And^ it takes away the mind from 
those pleasures and pursuits which ge- 
nerate and promote indolence. The 
Lord Jesus was constantly employed 
in filling up th^ great duties of his life, 
and the enect of his religion has been 
to promote industry wherever it has 
spread both Among nations and indivi- 
duals. An idle man and a Christian 
are name*} which do not harmonize. 
Ever^ Christian, has enough to do to 
occupy all hiB time I and he whose 
life is spent in ease and in doing no~ 
thing, A^ould doubt altogether his reli« 
gion. God has assigned us much to 
accomplish ; and he will hold us an- 
swerable for the faithful performance of 
it Comp. John V. 17 ; ix. 4. 1 Thess. 
iv. 11. 2 Thess. iii. 10 U. All that 
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woald be needful to transform the idle, 
and vicious, and wretched, into sober 
and useful men, would be to give to 
them the spirit of the Christian religion. 
See the example of Paul, Acts xx. 34, 
35. ^ Fervent. Thia word is usually 
applied to water, or to metals so heated 
as to bubble, or boil. It hence is used 
to denote ardour, intentityy ox as we 
express it, a g^M-w^ — meaning intense 
zeal. Acta xviii. 25. ^ In spirit. In 
your mind or heart The expresnon 
U used to denote qi mind filled with in- 
tense ardour in whatever it is engaged. 
it is supposed that . ChrisUans would 
first find appropriate otjects for their 
labour, and then, engage in them with 
intense ardour apd zeal. ^ Serving". 
Rei^arding yourselves as the servants of 
the Lord. This direction is to be un- 
tie r^loo J as connected . with the pre* 
ceding, and as growing out of iL They 
were to be diligent and fervid, and in 
doing 8(( were to regard themselves as 
serving the Lord, or to do it in obedi- 
ence to the command of 6o4} and to 
promote his glory. The propriety of 
this caution may easily be seen. (I.) 
The tendency of worldly employntente 
is to take off the affection? from Gou. 
(2.) Men are prone to forget God when 
deeply engaged ,ii their worldly em- 
ployments. It is proper to recall their 
attention to. him. (3.) The right dis-' 
charge of pur dudes in the various em- 
ployments of life is to be regarded as 
serving Ood. He ^as arranged the 
order of thiqgs in this -life to promote 
employment He has made industi^ 
essential to Happiness and success ; and 
hence to be industrious from proper 
motives is to be regarded as accepteble 
service of God. (4.) He has required 
that all such employmente should be 
conducted with reference to his will 
and to his honour. 1 Cor. x. SUl. Eph 
vi. 5. Cot iii. 17. 22^24. I Pet iv. 
11. The meaning of the whole verse 
is, that Christians should be induatrt 
»«*, should be ardently engaged in 
some lawfiii employment and that 



tient * in tribulation ; continuing 
' instant in prayer ; 

they should pursue it with reference to 
the will of God, in obedience to lui 
commands, and to his glory. 

12. R^oicing in hope. That is, in 
the hope of eternal life and glory wtdch 
the gospel produces. See Notes on ch. 
V, 2, 3. Y Patient in tabulation. In 
afiiiction patiently enduring all that 
may be appointed. Christians may be 
enabled to, do this by the sustaining 
influence of their hope of future glory ; 
of being adnutted to that world where 
there shall be no more death, and where 
all tears shall be wiped i^way from their 
eyes. Rev. xxi<4; vii. 17. Comp. James 
i^ 4. See the influence of hope in sus- 
taining us in affliction mora fully con- 
sidered in the Notes on ch. viii. Id — 
28. Y Continuing instant in prayer. 
That is, be persevering in prayer. See 
Col. iv.'2. See Notes, Luke xviiL 1. 
The meaning of this direction is, that 
in order to discharge aright the duties 
of the Christian li^e,-.and especially to 
maintain a joyful hope, and to be sus- 
tained in the midst of afflictions, it ib 
necessary to cherish a sjpirit of prayer, 
and to live near to God. How often a. 
Christian should pray, the Scriptures 
do not inform us. Of j David we are 
told that he prayed seven times a day 
(Ps. cxix. 164) ; of Daniel* that he was 
accustomed to pray three times a. day 
(Dan. vi, 10) ; of our Saviour we have 
repeated instences of his praying men- 
tioned 'f and the same of the apostles. 
The following rules, perhaps, may 
guide us in this, (1.) Every Christian 
should have some time allotted, fer this 
service, and some place where he may 
be alone with God. (2.) Jt is not easy, 
perhfips not possible, to maintain a life 
of piety without regular habits of se- 
cret devotion. (3.) T/ie mo rmn^, when 
we have experienced God's. protecting 
care, when the mind is fresh, and the 
thoughts are as yet clear and unoccupied 
with the world, when .we go forth to 
the duties,.trials, and temptations «f the 
day , and the' evening, when we have 
agait experienced his goodness, an£ 
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are about to commit ourselves to his 
protecting care, and when we need bis 
pardoning mercy for the errors and 
follies of the day, seem to be tiines 
which commend themselves to all aa 
B^ppropriate seasons for private demo- 
tion. (4.) Every person will also find 
other times when private prayer will be 
needful, and when he will be inclined 
to. it In affliction, in pe^^lezity, in 
moqients of despondency, in danger, 
and want, in disappointm^t, and in 
the loss of friends, we shall feel the 
propriety of drawing near to God, and 
of pouring out the heart before him. 
(5k) Besides this, every Christian is 
probably conscious of times when he 
feels peculiarly inclined to pray; he 
fielsjuat like praying } he has a spi* 
rit of supplication ; and nothing but 
prayer will meet the instinctive deisires 
of his %osom. We are often conscious 
of an earnest desire to sea and con- 
verse with all absent firiend, to have 
communion with those we love; and 
we value such fellowship aa among the 
happiest tnoments of life. So with the 
Christian. He may have an earnest 
desire to have communioii with God ; 
his hoart pants for it ; and he cannot 
resist the propensity to seek him,, and 
pour out his desires before him. Com4> 
paid the feelings expressed by David in 
Ps. xlit 1, 2, ** As the hart^panteth after 
the water-brooks, so panteth my soul 
after thee, O God. My soul thirsteth 
for God, for the^Hviag God ; when shall 
I come and appear before God." Gomp. 
Ps. Ixiii. 1. Such seasons should be 
improved ; they are the *< spring times*' of 
ou^ piety ; and we should expand every 
sail, that we may be *^ filled with all the 
fulness of God/' They , are happy, 
blessed moments of our life ; and then 
devotion is sweetest and most pure; 
and then the soul knows what it is to 
have fellowthip with the Father nnd 
with his Son Jesus Christ 1 John i. 3. 
(6.) In addition to all thjis, Christians 
may be in the habit of prayihg io God 
without the formality of retirement 

% 2 



cessity of saints ; given to hos- 
pitality.* 

God looks upon the heart ; and the 
heart may pour forth its secret desires 
tO:Him even when in business,' when 
conversing with a friend, when walk- 
ing, when alone, and when in society. 
Thus the Christian may live a life of 
prayer; and it shall be one of the 
characteristics of his life that he pray a ! 
By^is he shall be known ; and ip this 
he i^all learn the way to possess peace 
in religion. 

"in every joy that crowns my days. 

In every pain 1 bear, 
My heart shall find delight in praise. 

Or seek relief in prayer. 

*' When gladness wines my favour'd hour 
Thy love my thoughts shall fill, 

Resign'd when storms of sorrow lower. 
My sOul shall meet thy will. 

" Mv lifled eye^ without n tear 
llie gathering storm shall see 

My^steadfast heart shall know no fear ; 
That heiirt shall rest on thee." 

13. Distributing, The word used 
here denotes having things in commtm 
{kwww9^). It teeans that they should 
be commumcativet or should regard 
their property as so &r common as to 
supply the wants of others.: In the 
earHest times of the church, Christians 
had all things in common (Notes, Acts 
ii. 44), and felt themselves bound to 
meet all the wants of their brethren. 
One of the most striking effects of 
Christianity was, to loosen their grasp 
on property f and dispose them to im- 
part liberally to those who had need. 
"The direction here does not mean that 
they should literally have all things in 
common ; that is^ to go back to a state 
of aavage barbarity s but that they 
should be liberal, i^ould partake of 
their good things>with those who were 
needy. Comp. Gal vi. 6. Rom. xv. 27. 
PhU. iv. 15. 1 Tw vi. 18. 1 To the 
necessity. To the wants. That is, 
distribute to them such things as they 
needy food, raiment, 4cc. This com- 
mand, of course, has reference to the 
poor. 1 Of saints. Of Christians, 
or the friends of God. They are called 
saints as being holy Tavoi), or oonse* 
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crated to God. This duty of rendering 
aid to Christiana especially, does not 
interfere with the general love of man- 
kind. The law of the New Teetament 
is (GraU vi. 10), ** Aa we have opportu- 
nity, let us do good to all men, especial- 
ly to them who are of the household 
of faith." The Christian is indeed to 
love all mankind, and to do them good 
as far as may be in his power. Matt 
V, 43, 44. Tituaiii. 8. 1 Tim- vi.J8. 
lieb. xiii. 16. But he is to show p€cr- 
ticular interest in the welfare of his 
brethren, and to see that the poor mem- 
bers of the church are provided for; 
for, ( 1 .) They are our brethren ; they 
are of the same family ; they are attach- 
ed to the same Lord ; and to do good to 
theta is to evince love to Christ. Matt 
XXV. 40. Mark ix. 41. (2.) They are 
left especially to the care of the church ; 
and if the church neglects them, we 
may be sure the world will also. Matt. 
xxvi. \ 1. Christians, especially in the 
time of the apostles, had reason to ex- 
pect little oomptission from 4he men 
of the world. They were persecuted 
and oppressed ; they would be embaiv 
rassed in their business, perhaps tbrowji 
out of occupation by the opposition of 
their enemies ; and it was therefore pe- 
culiarly incumbent qn their brethren to 
aid them. To a certain extent it is always 
true, that the world i^ reluctant to aid the 
friend* of God ; and hence the poor fol- 
lowers of Christ are in a peculiar man- 
ner thrown on the benefactions of the 
church. (3.) It is not improbable that 
there might be apeculiar reason at that 
time for enjoining this on the attention 
of the Romans. It was a time of persecu- 
tion, and perhaps of extensive distreas. 
In the daye of Claudius (about A. D. 
50), there waa a famine in Judea 
which produced great , distress, and 
many of this poor and- oppressed ipight 
4ee jto t^e capital for aid. We know* 
from other parts of the New Tester 
ment, that at that time the apostle was 
deeply interested in procuriiig.;aid for 
the poor brethren in Judea. Kortu xv. 
86, 26. Comp. Acts xix. 21. 2 Cor. 
viii. I— 7; ix. 2-r4. Bui the same 
reasons for aiding the poor foUowere 



of Christ wiU exist substantially In 
every age ; and one of the most precious 
privileges conferred cm men is to be 
permitted to assist- those who are the 
friends of God. Ps. xli, 1, 2^ 3. Prov. 
xiv. 21 r ^ Qivea^o hospitality. This 
expression means that they should 
readily and cheerfully entertain stran- 
gers. This is a duty which is frequent- 
ly enjMned in the Scriptures. Heb 
xiii, 2, . ** Be not forgetful to entertain 
atrang^s^ for thereby nany have en- 
tertained angels unawares." 1 Pet. iv. 
9, '* Use hospitality one to another 
without grudging." Paul- makes this 
especially the duty of a Christian 
bishop. 1 Tim. iii. 2, ^ A Ushop then 
must. . ..be given to hospitality.'' Titus 
i. 8. Hospitality is e^cially enjoined 
-by the Saviour, and its exercise com- 
manded. Matt X. 40. 42, << He that re- 
ceiveth you receiveth me," &c. The 
want of hospitality is one of thechargee 
which the Judge of mankind will allege 
against' Uie wicked, and, on which he 
will condemn them. - Matt, xxvw 43, 
" I was a stranger, and ye took me not 
in." It is .eq)ecially commended to 
us by tbe example of Abraham (Gren. 
xviii. I — 8), and of Lot (Gen. xix. 1 
2), who thus received angels unawares. 
It was one of the virtues 'on which Jod 
particularly commended himself, and 
which he had not failed to practise. 
Job xxxi. 16, 17, ^* If I have withheld 
the poor from their desire, or have 
caused the eyes of the widow to fail ; 
or have eaten my morsel myself alone, 
and the fathei*less hath not eaten 
thereof," &c. In the time pf our Saviour 
it was evidently practised in the moA 
open and frank manner. Luke x. 7, 
'*And in the same house remain, eat- 
ing and drinking auch things as they 
give." A -remarkable instance ia also 
mentioned in Lake xi. 6; This virtuiB 
is no less comqion in eastern nationa 
at present than it was in the time of 
Christ. It is eminently the virtue of 
oriental nations, of their ardent and 
open temperament. It springs up natu- 
rally iqi countiies thinly settled, where 
the sight of a stranger Would be there- 
fore peculiarly pleasant; in countries 
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too, where the occupation was^ chiefly 
to attend flodw, and where there was 
much leisure for conversation'; and 
where the population was too sparse, 
anci the travellers tpo infrequent,' to jus- 
tify inn-keeping as a business. From 
all these causes, it has happened that 
there are, properly speaking, no inns 
ox taverns in the regions around Pales- 
tine. It was customary, indeed, to erect 
places for lodging «nd shelter at' suita- 
ble distances, 6r hy the side of springs 
or watering places, for travellers to lodge 
in. But they are built at the public 
expense, and are unftirnished. Each 
traveller carries his own bed and clothes 
and cooking utensils, and such places 
are merely designed as a shelter for 
ceiravans. (See Robinson's Calmet^ art. 
Caravanserai.) It is still so ; and hence 
it becomes, in their view, a virtue of 
high -order to entertain, at their own 
tables, and in their families, such stran^ 
gers as may be- travelling. Niebuhr 
says, that'* the hospitality of the Arabs 
has always been the subject of praise ; 
and I beheve that those of the present 
d&y exercise this virtue no less than the 
ancients did. There are« in the villages 
of Tehama, houses which ar« public, 
where, traveller^ may lodge and be en- 
tertained some dsy a gratis f if they will 
be content with the fare; and they are 
much frequented. When the Arabs are 
at table, they invite thdse who happen 
to come to dat with them, whether they 
be Christians or Mahometans, gentle or 
simple." — « The primitive Christians," 
says Calmet,**, considered one principal 
part of their duty to consist in showing 
hospitality to strangers. They were in 
fact so ready in discharging this duty, 
that the very heathen admired them 
for it They were hospitable to all 
strangers, but especially to tho^e who 
were of the household of faith. Be:liev- 
ers scarcely ever travelled without let- 
ters of communion, which testified \he 
purity of their fsdth, and procured for 
them a favourable reception iT^'herever 
the name ,of Je»U8 Christ was known "* 



cute you : bless, ajid eurse not. 



(^Calmetf Diet) Calmet is also of 
opinion that the two minor epistles of 
John may be such letters of recomroen* 
dation and communion. Comp. 2 John 
10. It may be added that it would be 
particularly expected of Christians that 
they should show hospitality to the 
ministers of religion. They were com- 
monly poor ; they deceived no fixed 
sSlary ; they travelled from place to 
place; and they would be dependent 
for support on the kindness of those 
who loved the Lord Jesus Christ. This 
was particularly intended by our Sa- 
viour's instruction^on the subject Matt 
X. II, 12, 13. 40—42. The duty of 
hospitaUty is -«tiir binding on Chris- 
tians and all men. The law of Christ 
is not repealed. The custonis of sociefy 
are indeed changed ; and one evideifice 
of advancement in commerce and in 
security, is furnished in the fact that 
inns are now provided and patronized 
for the traveller in all Christiari lands. 
Still this does not lessen the obli^tions 
to ^how hospitalify. It is demanded by 
the very genius of tlie Christian re- 
ligion ; it evinces proper love towards 
mankind; it shows that there is a 
feeling of brotherhood and kindness 
towards others, when such hospitality 
is shown. It unites society, creates 
new bonds of interest smd affection, to 
show kindness .to the stranger aiid to 
the poor. To what extent this is to 
be done, is one of those questiona 
which are to be left to every man's con- 
science and views of duty. No rule 
can be given oh the subject. Many 
men have not the mean's to be ex- 
tensively hospitable ; and many^are hot 
placed in situations that require it No 
rules could be given that should be ap- 
plicable to all cases ; and hence the 
Bible has left the general direction, 
has furnished eixamples f^here it was 
exercised, has recommended it to man- 
kind, and theri has left every , man to 
act on the rule, as he will answer it to 
God. See Matt xxv. 34 — i6. 

^ ^*hs8 them, &c. See Note, Matt 



«72 



ROMANS. 



15 Rejoice * with them that 
do rejoice, and weep with them 
diat weep. 
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▼. 44. Comp. Luke vL 28. ^ JSie*; 
and eurte not, Bleit only; or con- 
tinue to bleM, however long or aggra- 
▼ated may be the injury. Bo not be 
provoked to anger, or to curaihg, by 
any injury, persecution, or reviling. 
Thia is one of the most severe and 
difficult duties of the Christian re- 
ligion ; and it is a duty which nothuag 
else but religion will enable men to per- 
form. To eurte denotes properly to 
devote to deotructiofi. Where there is 
power to do it, it implies the destruc- 
tion of the object I'hus the fig-tree 
that was cursed by the Saviour soon 
withered away. Mark xi. 21. Thus 
those whom Qod curses will be cer- 
tainly destroyed. Matt xxv. 41. Where 
there is not poroer to do it, to curte 
implies the invoking of the aid of God 
to devote to destruction. Hence it 
means to imprecate ; to implore a curse 
from God to rest on others; to. pray 
that God would destroy them. In a 
larger sense still, it means to abuse by 
.reproachful words ; to calumniate ; or 
to express one's self in a violent, pro- 
fane, and outrageous manner. In this 
passage it seems to have especial refer- 
ence to this. 

16. Rejoice -with them, &e. This 
command grows out of the doctrine 
stated in ver. 4, 6, that the church is 
onei that it has one interest; and 
therefore that there should be common 
sympathy in its joys and sorrows. Or, 
enter into the wel&ie of your fellow- 
Christians, and show your atUchment 
to them by rejoicing that they are made 
happy. Comp. 1 Cor. xii.. 2^, ** And 
whether. . .one member be honoured, all 
the members njoice with it** In this 
way happiness diffuses and multiplies 
itaelf. It becomes expanded over the 
face of the whole society ; and the 
union of the Christian body tends to 
enlarge the sphere of happiness, and to 
proloDg the joy conferred by religion. 
Of)^ has bound the family of man to- 
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gether by these sympathies, and it is 
one of the happiest of all devices to 
perpetuate and extend human enjoy- 
ments. ^ Weep, &c. See Note on 
John xi. 35. At the grave of Lazarus 
our Saviour evinced this in a roost ten- 
der and affecting manner. The design 
of this direction is to produce mutual 
kindnesa and affection, and to divide 
our sorrows by the sympathies of 
friends. Nothing is so well fitted to do 
this as the sympathy of those we love. 
All who are afflicted know how much 
it diminishes their sorrow to see others 
sympathizing with them, and espe- 
cially those who evince in their sym- 
pathies the Christian spirit How sad 
would be a suffering world if there 
were none who regarded our griefs 
with interest or with tears ! if every 
sufferer were left to bear. his sorrows 
unpitied and alone 1 and if all the ties 
of human sympathy, werie rudely cut at 
once, and men were left to auSer in 
solitude and unbefriended ! It may be 
added that it is the special duty of 
Christians to sympathize in each othei^s 
griefs, (1.) Because their Saviour set 
them the example ; (2.) Because they 
belong to the same ranily; (3.) Be- 
cause they are subject to similar triak 
and afflictions ; and, (4.) Because Uiey 
cannot expeti the aympathy of a cold 
and unfeeling world. 

16. Be of the tame mind, &c This 
passage has been variously interpreted. 
" Enter into each other's circumstences 
in order to see how you would yourself 
feet" Chryoootom. — ** Be agreed in 
your opinions and views." Stuart. — 
*' Be united or agreed with each other." 
Flatt, Comp. Phil, it 2. 2 Cor. xiiL 
11. A literal translatioa of the Greek 
will give somewhat a different sense, 
but one evidently^ correct ' Think ol^ 
L e. regard, or seek after the same 
thing for each^ other ; i. e. what you 
regard or seek for yourself, seek also 
for your brethren. Do hot have divided 
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men of low estate. * Be not 
wise in your own conceits. 
17 Recompense * to no man 
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interests ; do not be pursuing different 
^ends and aims ; do ndt indulge coun- 
ter plans and purposes; and do not 
seek honours, offices, for yourself which 
jou do no(t seek for your brethren, so 
that you may still regard yourselves as 
brethren on a level, and aim at the 
same object' The Syriac has Well 
rendered the passage: "And what 
you think concertaing yourselves, the 
same also think concerning your bre- 
thren ; neither think with an elevated 
or ambitious mind, but accommodate 
yourselves to those who are of hum- 
bler condition." Comp. 1 Pet iii. 8. 
^ Mind not high thing t, Greek, Not 
thinking of high things. That is, not 
seeking them, or aspiring after th^m. 
The connexion shows that the apostle 
had in view thoee things which per- 
tained to worldly offices and honours ; 
wealth, and state, and grandeur. They 
were not to seek them for them- 
selves ; nor were they to court the so- 
ciety or the honours of the men in an 
elevated rank in life. Christians were 
commonly of the poorer ranks, and 
they were to seek their companions and 
joys there, and not to aspire to the so- 
ciety of the great and the rich. Comp. 
Jer. zlv. 5, " And seekest thou great 
things for thyself 1 Seek them not'' 
Luke xU. 15. ^ Condetcend (^avftt iray^ 
u»ot). Literally, ** heing led aioay by, 
or being conducted 6y." It does not 
properly mean to condeteend, but de- 
notes tL. yielding, or being guided and 
led in the thought^, feelings, plans, by 
humble objects. Margin, " Jfe coTtr 
tented vith mean thingtJ* ^ To men 
oflo-w estate. In the Greek the word 
here is an adjective (rflurayMc), and inay 
refer either to men or. to thingt, either 
in the masculine or neuter gender. 
The sentiment is not materially changed 
whichever interpretation is adopted. It 
means that Christians should seek the 
objects of interest and^ companionship, 
not among the great, the rich, and the 
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noble, but among the humble and the 
obscure.^ They should do it because 
their mastet did it before them ; I^caose 
his friends are most commonly found 
among those in humble- life; because 
Christianity prompts 'to benevolence 
rather than to a fondness for pride and 
display ; and because of the influence 
on the mind produced by an attempt to 
imitate the great to seek the society of 
the rich, and to mingle ^ith the scenes 
of gayety, folly, and ambition. \ Be 
not wite, dec Comp. Isa. v. 21 , " Wo 
unto them that are wise in their own 
eyes, and prudent in their own sight" 
See Note, ch. xi. 26. The meaning 
is» do not^rust in the conceit of 
your own superior skill and under- 
standing, and refuse to hearken to the 
counsel of others. 5 /» ywr own 
cohceitt, Greek, Among your»elve». 
Syriac, " In your oi^n opinion." The 
direction here accords with that just 
given, and means that they should not* 
be elated tviUi pride above their bre- 
thren ; or be headstrong and self-con- 
fident The tendency of religion is to 
produce a low estimate of our own im- 
portance and attainments. 

17. Recompense. Render, give, or 
return. See Note, Matt. v. 39. Thi» 
is probably one of the most difficnh 
precepts of Christianity ; but the law 
of Christ on the subject is unyielding. 
It is a solemn demand made on all his 
followers, and it fftuM be obeyed. ^ Pro" 
vide. The word - rendered provide 
means properly to think or meditate 
beforehan d. Make it a matter' of pre' 
viouo thought, of oettled plan,^ of de^ 
tign. This dh'ectiosn would make it a 
matter of principle and fixed purpose 
to do that whioh is right ; and not to 
leave it to the fluetuatiens of feeling, or 
to the influence of excitement The 
same direction is given in 2 Cor.- viil. 
21. 5 Things honett. Literally things 
beautiful, or comely. The expreaalon 
here does not refer to property ^ or to 
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18 If it be possible, as much 
as lieth in you, live peaceably * 
with ail men. 
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provision made for a family, dec The 
connexion requires us lo understand it 
fe«pccung conduct, and especially our 
conduct towards those who injure us. 
It requires us to evince a spirit, and to 
manifest a deportment in such cases, 
that shall be lovely and comely in the 
view of others ; such as all men will 
approve and admire. And the apostle 
wisely cautions ua to provide for this, 
i. e to think of it beforehand, to make 
it a matter of fixed principte and pur- 
pose, so that we shall not be overtaken 
and excited by. passion. If left to the 
time when the offence shall be given, 
we may he excited and oS our guard, 
and may therefore evince an improper 
temper. All persons who have ever 
been provoked by injury. (and who has 
hot been'!) will see the profound wisdom 
of this caution to discipline and guard 
the temper by previous purpose, that 
we may not evince an improper spirit. 
1 1n the tight of all men. Such as all 
must approve ; such that no man can 
blame ; and, therefore, such as shall do 
no discredit to religion. This expres- 
sion is taken from Pxov. iii. 4. The 
passage shows that men may be ex- 
pected to approve a mild, kind, and 
patient temper in the reception of in- 
juries ; and facts show that this is the 
case. The Christian spirit is one that 
the world must apprpve, however little 
it is disposed to act on it 

18. ^ it be possible. If it ckn be 
done. This expression implies that it 
could not always be done. Still it 
ahould be an object of desire; and we 
should endeavour to obtain it. ^ Jis 
much as lieth in you. This implies 
two things: (1.) We are to do our 
utmost «n<)eavours to preserve peace, 
and to appease the angar and malice of 
others. (2.) We are not to begin or 
to originate a quarrel. So far as -we 
'ire concerned^ we are to seek peace. 
Bat then it does not always de^pend on 
us. Othieni may oppose and -persecute 



19 Dearly beloved, avenge * 
not yourselves ; but rather give 
place unto wrath : for it is 
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us; tkey will hate reUgion, and may 
slander, revile, and otherwise injure us ; 
or they may commence an assault on 
our persons or property. For their as- 
saults we are not answerable ; but we 
are answerable for our conduct towards 
them ; and on no occasion are we to 
commence a warfare with them. It 
may not be possible to prevent their 
injuring and opposing us; but it is pos- 
sible not to begin a contention with 
them ; and -when they have oommenced 
a strife, to seek peace, and to evince a 
Christian spirit. This command doubt- 
less extends to every thing connected 
with strife ; and means that we are not 
to provoke them to controversy, or to 
prolong it when it is commenced. See 
Ps. xxxiv. 14. Matt v. 9. 39, 40, 41. 
Heb. xii. 14/ If all Christians would 
foUow this command, if they would 
never provoke to controversy, if they 
would injure no man by slander or by 
unfair dealing, if they would compel 
none to prosecute them in law by want 
of punctuality in payment of debts or 
honesty in husiness, if they would do 
nothing to irritate, or to prolong a 
controversy when it is' commenced, 
it would put an end to no small 
part of the strife that exists in the 
world. / 

A^. Dearly beloved. This expres- 
sion of tenderness was peculiarly ap- 
propriate in an ''exhortation to peace. 
It reminded them of. the afiection and 
friendship which ought to subsist 
among them as brethren. ^ Avenge 
not yourselves. To avenge is to tdke 
satisfaction for an injury by inflicting 
punishment on the o&nden To take 
such satisfaction for injuries done to 
society, is lawful and proper for a ma- 
gistrate, ch. xiii. 4. And to take satis- 
fiiction for injuries done by sin to the 
universe, is the province of God. But 
the apostle here is addressing private 
individual Christians. And the com- 
mand is, to avoid a spirit and purpose 
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written, * y«ngcanee is mine ; 
[ will Tepay, saith ^ Lord. 
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yf revenge. But this command is not 
10 be 80 understood that we may not 
«eek forjuitice in a rogitlarafid proper 
way before civil tribunals. ^If our cha- 
racter is assaulted, if we are robbed and 
plundered, if we are <^ressed contrary 
to the law of the land, religion does not 
require U9 to submit to such oppression 
and injury without seeking our rights 
in an orderly and regular manner. If 
it did, it would be to give a premium 
to iniqtiity to countenance wickedness, 
and require a man, by becoming a 
Christian, to abandon his rights. Be- 
sides, the magistrate is appmnted for 
the praise 6f those who do Welt, and to 
punish' evil-doers. 1 Pet ii« 14. Fur- 
ther,.our Lord Jetfus did not surrender 
his righes (John xviii. 23) ; and Paul 
demanded that he himself should be 
treated according to the rights and pri- 
vileges of a Roman citizen. Acts^xvi. 
37* The command here n«/ rot av^n^e 
oursehea means, that we are not to 
take it out of the hands of God, or the 
hands of the law, and to inflict it our- 
selves. It is well kiiown that where 
there are no hiws, the business of ven- 
geance is pursued by individuals in a 
barbarous and unrelenting manner. In 
a state of savage society, vengeance is 
iminediately taken, if possible, or it is 
pursued for years, and the offended man. 
is never satisfied until he has itnbrued 
his hands in the blood of the offender. 
Such was eminently the case among, 
the Indians of this country. ' But Chris- 
tianity seeks the ascendency of the 
laws ; and in cases which do not adm^t 
or require the interference of the laws, 
m private assituHs and quarrels, it de- 
thands that we bear injury with ;pa- 
tience, and -commit our cause unto 
God. See Lev. zix. 18. \ Bnt rather 
rive place unto wrath. This expres- 
sion has been intetprcsted in a grtHit 
variety of ways. Its obvious design is 
to induce us not to attempt to avenge 
3urselve8, but to leave it with Gbd. 
To give place, then, is to leave it for 



20 Thef efore, if * thine ene- 
my hunger, feed him; if he 

b Frov.S&Sl,a. Mfttt5,44. 

Grod to come in and execute wrath or 
vengeance on the enemy. Do not ex* 
eeute wrath ; leave it to God ; commit 
all tO' him ; leave yourself and your 
enemy in his hands, assured that he 
will vindicate you and punish him. 
T For it ia •written,. Deut xxxii. ^6. 
^ Vengeance ia mine. That is, it be- 
longs to me to inflict revenge. This 
expression implies that it is improper 
for men to interfere with that which 
properly belongs to God. '\yhen we 
are etngryj and attempt to avenge our« 
selves, we should , remember, therefore, 
that we are infringing on the preroga- 
tives of the Almighty. Y / wiU repay^ 
&c. This is said in substance, though 
not in so mariy words, in Deut. xxxii. 
35, 36. Its design is to assure us that 
those who deserve to be punished, shall 
be ; and that, therefore, the business of 
revenge inay be safely left in the hands 
of God. Though ive sbould not do it, 
yet if it ought Xjo be done, it will be done. 
This assurance will sustain us, not in 
the desire that our enemy shall be pu- 
nished, but in the belief that Ood will 
take the matter into his own hands; 
that he can administer it better than we 
can ; and that if our enemy ought to be 
punished, he will be. W'e, therefore, 
should leave it all with God, That 
God will vindfcate his people, is clearly 
and abundantly proved in 2 Thess. i. 
e— 10. Rev^ vi. 9— 11. Deut. xxxii. 
40—43. 

^. Therefore^ if tMhe enemy hun- 
ger, dDC. This verse is taken almost 
literally from Prov. xxv. 21, 22. Hun- 
ger and thirst here are put for want in 
general. If thine enemy is needy in 
any way, do him good, and supply his 
wants. This is, in spirit^ the same as 
the command of the Lord Jesus (Matt, 
v. 44), << Do good to them that nate 
you,'* &,c, ^ In 80 doing. It does not 
mean that we are to do this/or the sake 
of heapine coals of fire on him,, but that 
this -will be the result 1 Thou ahalt 
heapt &>c. Goals of fire are doubtless 
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UiJnt, give him drink: for in 
so doing thou shall heap coals 
of fire on his head. 

•mblenuitieal of. pain. Bat the idea 
liera is not that in eo doing we ahall 
ctll down divine vengeance on the 
man ; but the apostle is speaking of the 
natuial effect or result of showing him 
kindness. Burning coals heaped on a 
man's head would be expressive of in- 
tense agony. So the apostle says that 
the effect if doing good to an enemy 
woukl be to produce pain. But the 
pain will result from riiame, remorse 
of conscience, a conviction of the evil 
of his conduct, and an apprehension of 
divine displeasure that may lead to re- 
pentance. To do this, is not only per* 
fectly right, but it is desirable. If a 
man can be brought to reflection and 
true repentance, it should be done. In 
legaid to this passage we may remark, 
(1.) That the way to promote peace is 
to do good even to enemies. (2.) The 
way to bring a man to repentance 
is to do him good. On this principle 
Qod is acting continually. He does 
gObd to all, even to the rebellious ; and 
he designs that his goodness should lead 
men to repentance. Rom. ii. 4. Men 
will resist wrath, anger^ and power; 
but gvodnese they cannot resist; it 
finds its way to the heart; and the 
conscience does its work, and the sin- 
ner is overwhelmed at the remembrance 
of hb crimes. (3.) If men would act 
on the principles of the gospel, the 
world would soon be at peace. No 
man would suffer himself many times 
to be overwhelmed in this way. with 
coals of fire. It is not human nature, 
bad as it is ; and if Christians would 
meet all unkindness with kindness, all 
malice with benevolence* and all wrong 
with right, peace would soon pervade 
the community, and even opposition to 
the gospel might soon die away. 

21. Be not overcome of evil. Be 
not vanquhhed or tubdued by injury 
received from others. Do not suifTer 
your temper to be excited ; your Chris- 
tian principles to be abandoned ; youlr 



21 Be * not overcome of evil, 
but overcome evil with good. 
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mild, amiable, kind, and benevolent 
temper to be ruffled by any opposition 
or injury which you may experience. 
Maintain your Christian principles 
amidst all opposition, and thus show 
the power of the gospel. They are over- 
come by evil who sufier their temper 
to be excited, who become enraged and 
revengeful, and who engage in conten- 
tion with those who injure them. Pro v. 
xvL 22. \ t -^u/ overcome evil -with 
good,- That is, subdue or vanquish 
evil by doing good to others. .Show 
them the loveliness of a better spirit ; 
die power of kindness and benevo- 
lence ; the value of an amiable. Chris- 
tian deportment So doing, you may 
disarm them 6f their rage, and be the 
means of bringing them to better 
minds. 

This is the noble and grand senti- 
ment of the Christian reli^on. No- 
thing like this is to be found in the hea- 
then classics \ and nothing like it ever 
existed among pagan nations. Chris- 
tianity alone has brought forth this 
lovely and mighty principle; ai^d one 
design of it is to advance the wel&re 
of man by promoting peace, .harmony, 
and love. The idea of overcoming evil 
-with good never occurred to men until 
the gospel was preached. It never has 
been acted on except under the influ- 
ences of the gospel. On this principle 
God shows kindness ; on this principle 
the Saviour came, and bled, and died , 
and on this principle all Christiam 
should act in treating their enemies, 
and in bringing a world to the know- 
ledge of the Lord Jesus. If Christians 
will show benevolence, if they will 
send forth, proofs of love to the ends 
of the earth, the evils of the world will 
be overcome, j^or can the nations be 
converted until Christians act on this 
great and most important principle of 
their religion, on the largest scale 
possible, TO "ovibcoxs syil witb 
eooD.*' 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

j" ET every soul be subject • 
unto the higher powers. For 
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CHAPTER XIIL 
1. Let every touL Every person. 
In the seven first verses of this chnpter, 
the spostle discusses the subject of the 
duty which Christians owe to civil 
government; a subject which is ex- 
tremely important, and at the same 
time exceedingly difficult There is no 
doubt that he had express reference to 
the peculiar situation of the Christians 
at Rome; but the subject was of so 
much importance that he gives it a 
general bearing, and states the gceat 
principles on which ail Christians are 
to act The circumstances which made 
this discussion proper and important 
were the following: (1.) The Christian 
religion was designed to extend through- 
out the world. Yet it contemplated the 
rearing of a kingdom amid other king- 
doms, an empire amid other empires. 
Gliristians professed supreme allegiance 
to the Lord Jesus Christ ; he was their \ 
lawgiver, their sovereign, their judge. 
It became, therefore, a question of great 
importance and difficulty, what kind of 
allegiance they were to render to earthly 
magistrates. (2.) The kingdoms of the 
world were then pagan kingdoms. The 
laws were made by pagans, and were 
adapted to the prevalence of heathen- 
ism. Those kingdoms had been gene- 
rally founded . in conquest, and blood, 
and oppression. Many of the monarchs 
were blood-stained warriors ; were un- 
principled men ; and were polluted in 
their private, and oppressive in their 
public character. Whether Christians 
were to acknowledge the laws of auch 
kingdoms and of such men. was a seri- 
ous question, and one which could not 
but occur very eariy. It would occur 
9lso very soon, in circumstances that 
would be very affecting and' trying. 
Soon the bands of these magistrates 
were to be raised against Christisnt in 
the fiery scenes of persecution ; and the 
doty and extent of submission to them 
became a matter of very seriouf inqoiry 

3 A 



there * is no power but of God : 
the powers that be are ^ordain- 
ed of God. 
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(3.) Many of the early Christians were 
composed of Jewish converts. Yet the 
Jews had long been under Roman op- 
pression, and had borne the foreign 
yoke with great uneasiness. The whole 
heathen magistracy they regarded as 
founded in a system of idolatry ; "^ as 
opposed to God and his kingdom ; and 
as abomination in his sight. With these 
feelings they had become Christians; 
and it was natural that their former 
sentiments should exert an influence on 
them after their conversion. How far 
they should submit, if at all, to heathen 
magistrates, was a question of deep in- 
terest ; and there was danger that the 
Jewish converts might prove to be dis- 
orderly and rebellious citizens of the 
empire. (4.) Nor was the case much 
diffisrent with the Gentile converts. 
They would naturally look with abhor- 
rence on the system of idolatry which 
they had just forsaken. They would 
regard all as opposed to God. They 
would denounce the. religion of the 
pagans as abomination ; and as that 
religion was interwoven with the civii 
institutions, there was danger also that 
they might den(^nce the government 
altogether, and be regarded as opposed 
to the taws of the land. (5.) There 
were cases where it was right to ren»t 
the laws. This the Christian religion 
clearly taught ; and in cases like these, 
it was indispensable for Christians to 
take a stand. When the laws interfered 
with the rights of cimscience ; when 
they commanded the worship of idols, 
or any moral wrong, then it was their 
duty to refuse submission. Yet in 
what cases this was to be done, where 
the line was to bfr drawn, was a ques- 
tion of deep importance, and one which 
was not easily settled. It is quite pro- 
bable, however, that the main danger 
was; that the early Christians would err 
in refusing submission, even when it 
wad proper, rather than in undue con- 
formity to idolatrous rites tnd oeremo* 
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niet. (6.) In th« ehanget which 
were to occur in human goTemments, 
It would be an inquiry of deep interest, 
what part Christiana should take, and 
what submission they should yield to 
the various laws which might spring up 
among the nations. The principlet on 
which Christians should act are settled 
in this chapter, t Be subject. Submit. 
The word denotes that kind of submis- 
sion which soldiers render to their 
officers. It fmplies subordination ; a 
willingness to occupy our proper place, 
to yield to the authority of those over 
us. The word used here, does not 
designate the extet^t of the submis- 
sion, but merely enjoins it in general. 
The general, principle will be seen 
to be, that we are to obey in all 
things which are not contrary to the 
law of God. 1 The higher powers. 
The magistracy ; the supreme govern- 
ment It undoubtedly here refers to the 
Roman magistracy, and has relation 
not so much to the rulers as to the 
supreme authoritif which was esta- 
blished as the constitution of govern- 
ment Oomp. Matt x. 1 ; xzviii. 18. 
^ For, The apostle gives a reason 
why Christians should be subject ; and 
that reason is, that magistrates have 
received their appointment from God. 
As Christians, therefore, are to be sub- 
ject to God, so they are to honour 
God by honouring the arrangement 
which he has instituted for the govern- 
ment of mankind. Doubtless, he here 
intends also to repress the vain curiosi- 
ty and agitation with which men are 
prone to inquire into the titles of their 
rulers ; to guard them from the agita- 
tions and conflicts of party, and of con- 
tentions to establish a favourite on the 
throne. It might be that those in power 
had not a proper title to dieir office ^ 
that they had secured it, not according 
to justice, but by oppression ; hut into 
tliat question Christians were not to 
enter. The government was establish- 
ed, and they were not to seek, to over- 
turn it 1 JVo paver. No office ; no 
magistracy ; no civil rule. 5 But of 
God. Hy God's ^rmission, or appoint- 
ment ; by the arrangementaof ^his provi- 



dence, by which tboae in office had ob- 
tained their 'power. God often claims 
and asserts that He sets up one, and 
puts down another. Ps. Ixxv. 7. Dan 
u. 21; iv. 17. 2ft. 34, 35. ,1 The 
powers that be. That is, all the. civil 
magistracies that exist ; those who have 
the rule over nations, by whatever 
means they may have obtained it 
This is equally true at all times, that 
the powers that exist, exist by the per- 
mission and providence of God. 5 ^^^^ 
ordained of Gad. This word ordained 
denotes the ordering or arrangement 
which subsists in a military company, 
or army. God sets them Jn drdev, 
assigns them their location, changes 
and directs them as he pleases. This 
does not pean that he originates or 
causes the evil dispositions of rulers, 
hut that he directs and controls their 
appointment By this, we are not to 
infer, (I.) That he . approves their 
conduct ; nor, (2.) That what they do 
is always right; nor, (3.) That it is 
our duty always to submit to them. 
Thdir requirements may be opposed 
to the law of God, and then we are to 
obey God rather than man. Acts iv. 
19; V. 29. But it is meant that the 
power is intrusted to them by God; 
and that he has the authority to re- 
move them when he pleases. If they 
abuse their power, however, they do it 
at their peril ; and when so^ abused, the 
obligation to obey them ceases. That 
this is the case, is^ apparent further 
from the nature of the question which 
would be likely to arise among the 
early Christians. It could not be and 
never was a question, whether they 
ahould obey a magistrate when he 
commanded a thing that was plainly 
contrary to the law of God. But the 
question was, whether they should 
obey a heathen magistrate at all. This 
question the apostle answers in the 
affirmative, because God had made 
government necessary, and because it 
was arranged and ordered by his provi- 
dence. Probably also the apostle had 
another object in view. At the lime in 
which he wrote this epistle, the Roman 
empire was agitated with civil dissen- 
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2 Whosoever therefore resist- 
eth the power, resisteth the or- 
dinance of God : and they that 

Bions. One emperor followed another 
in rapid succession. The throne was 
oflen seized, not by right, but by crime. 
Different claimants would rise, and 
their claims would excite controversy. 
The object of the apostle was to pre- 
vent Christians from entering into those 
disputes, and from taking an active 
jiart in a political controversy^ Besides, 
the throne had been usurped by the 
reigning emperors, and there was a 
prevalent disposition to rebel against a 
tyrannical government. Claudius had 
been put to death by poison ; Caligula 
in a violent manner ; Nero was a ty- 
rant ; and amidst these agitations, and 
crimes, and revolutions, the apostle 
wished to guard Christians from taking 
an active part in political affairs. 

2.' JVhosoever therefore resisteth^ 
&c. That is, they who rise up against 
government itself s who seek anarchy 
and confusion ; and who oppose the 
regular execution of the laws. It is 
implied, however, that those laws shall 
not be such as to violate the rights df 
conscience, or oppose the laws of God. 
5 Resisteth the ordinance of God. 
What God has ordained, or appointed. 
This means clearly that we are to re- 
gard goverhment as instituted by God, 
and as agreeable to his will. When es- 
tablished, we are not to be agitated about 
the titles of the ruters; not to enter into 
angry contentions, or to refuse to sub- 
mit to them, because we are apprehen- 
sive of a defect in their titlef or because 
they may have obtained it by oppres- 
sion. If the government is established, 
and if its decisions are liot a mknifest 
violation of the lawff of God, we are to 
submit to them. ^ Shall receive to 
themselves damnation. The word damF- 
nation we apply now exclusively to 
the punishment of hell ; to future' tor- 
ments. But this is not necessarily the 
meaning of the word which is here used 
(x^fyU2t). It often simply denotes /»vni«A- 
meiit. Rom. iii. 8. 1 Cor. xi. 29. Gal. 
v 1 0. In this place the word implies 



resist shall receive to themselves 
damnation. 

3 For rulers are not a terror 

ffuilt or criminality in resisting the or- 
dinance of God, and affirms that the 
man that does it shall be punisned. 
Whether the apostle means that he 
shall be' punished by Qod^ or by thie 
magistratCf is not quite clear. Probably 
the tatter^ however, is intended. Comp 
ver. 4. It is also trtie that such resist- 
ance shall be attended with the displea- 
sure of God, and he punished by him. 
3. t*iir rulers. The apostle here 
speaks of rulers in general. It may 
not be universally' tme that they are 
not a terror to good .works, for many 
of them have persecuted the good ; but 
it is generally true that they who are 
virtuous have nothing to fear from the 
laws. It is universally true that the 
design of their appointment by God 
was, not to injure and oppress the 
good, but to detect and punish the eviL 
Magistrates, as suchj are not a terror to 
good works. 5 ^r^ nbt a te^^or, &c. 
Are not appointed to punish the good. 
Their appointment is not to inspire 
terror in those who are virtuous and 
peaceable citizens. Comp. 1 Tim. i. 9. 
^ Sut to the eviL Appointed to de- 
tect and punish evil-doers ; and there- 
fore an object of terror to them. Ihe 
design of the apostle here is, evidently, 
to reconcile Christians to submission 
to the government, from its utility. It 
is appointed to protect the' good against 
the evil ; to restrain oppression, injus- 
tice, and fraud ; to bring offenders to 
justice, and thus promote the peace and 
harmony of the community. As it is 
designed to promote order and happi- 
ness, it should be submitted to -, and 
so long as this object is pursued, a^id 
obtained, government should receive 
the countenance and support of Chris- 
tians. But if it departs from this prin- 
ciple, and becomes the protector of the 
evil and the oppressor of the good, the 
case is reversed, and the obli^tion to 
its support must cease. 5 ^^i^^ thou, 
not, &c. If you do evil by resisting 
the laws, and in any other manner. 
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to good works, but to the evil. ] 4 For he is the minister of 
Wilt thou then not be afraid of God to thee for good. But if thou 
the power? do * that which is do that which is evil, be afraid; 



good, and thou shalt have praise 
of the same : 
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will you not fear the power of the go- 
▼ernment 1 Fear is one of the means 
by which men are restrained from crime 
in a community. On many minds it 
operates with much more power than 
any other motive. And it is one which 
a magistrate must make use of to re- 
strain men from evil. ^ Do that totUch 
M gaod. Be a virtuous and peaceable 
citizen ; abstain from crime, and yield 
obedience to all the just laws of the 
land. ^ And thou thalt have prcute 
of the tame. Comp. 1 Pet ii. 14, 15. 
You shall be unmolested and uninjured, 
and shall receive the commendation of 
being peaceable and upright citizens. 
The prospect of that protection, and 
even of that reputation, is not an un- 
worthy motive to yield obedience to 
the laws. Every Christian should de- 
aire the. reputation of being a man 
seeking the welfare of his country, and 
the jusit execution of the laws. 

4. The miniiter of God. The aet* 
vart of God. He is appointed by God 
to do his will, and to execute his pur- 
poses, t To thee. . For your benefit 
^ For good. That is, to protect you 
in your rights ; to vindicate your name, 
person, or property ; and to guard your, 
liberty, and secure to you the results 
of your industry. The magistrate is 
not appointed directly to rexoard men, 
but they practically f jrnish a reward 
by protecting and defending them,- and 
securag to them the interest^ of jus- 
tice. Y Tfthou do that, 6cc. That is, 
if any citizen should do evil. | Be 
afraid. Fear the just vengeance of 
the laws. \ For he beareth not t/ie 
oreordinvain. The 8v>ord is an in- 
strument of punishment, as well as an 
emblem of war. Princes were accus- 
tomed to wear a sword as an emblem 
of their authority ; and die •xoord was 
eften used for the purpose of behead- 



for he beareth not the sword in 
vain : for he is the minister of 



ingj, or otherwise punishing the guilty. 
The meaning of the apostle is, that he 
does not wear this badge of authority 
as an unmeaning show, but that it will 
be used to execute the laws. As this 
is the design of the power intrusted to 
him, and as he will exercise bis au- 
thority, men ahould be influenced by 
fear to keep the law, even if there 
were no better motive. 1 A revenger, 
6lc. In ch. xii. 19, vengeance is said 
to belong to God. Yet he executes his 
vengeance by means of subordinate 
agents. It belongs to him to take ven- 
geance by direct judgments, by the 
plague, famine, sickness, or earth- 
quakes ; by the appointment of magis- 
trates ; or by letting Ipose the passions 
of men to prey upon each other. 
When a magistrate inflicts punishment 
on the guilty, it is to be regarded as the 
act of God taking vengeance by him ; 
and on this principle only is it right for 
a judge to condemn a man to death. ^ It 
is not because one man has by Aature 
any right oyer the life of another, or 
because society has any right collect- 
ively which it has not as individuals ; 
but because God gave life, and be- 
cause he has chosen to take it away 
when crim^ h committed by the ap- 
pointment of magistrates, and not by 
coming forth himself visibly to execute 
the Uws. Where human laws fail, > 
however, he often takes vengeance into 
his- own hands, and by the plague, or 
some signal judgments, sweeps the 
guilty into eternity, t ^o execute 
•wrath. -For an explanation of the 
word -iorath see Notes on ch. i. 18. It 
denotes here punishment, or the just 
execution of the laws. - It may be re- 
marked that this verse is an incidental 
proof of the propriety of capital punish 
ment. The sword was undoubtedly an 
instrument for this purpose, and th« 
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God, a revenger to exe- 
cute wrath upon him that doeth 
evil. 

5 Wherefore • ye must needs 
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apostle mentions its use without any 
remark of ditapprobation. He enjoins 
subjection to those who wear th^ 
ivord, that is, to those who execute 
the laws by that ; and evidently in- 
tends to Eipeak of the magistrate w>M 
the 8ioordf or in inflicting capital pu- 
nishment, as having received the ap- 
pointment of Godi The tendency of 
society now is not to too sanguinary 
laws. It b rather to forget that God 
has doomed the murderer to death ; and 
though humanity should be consulted 
in the execution of the laws, yet there 
is no humanity in suffering the mur- 
derer to live to infest socie^, and en- 
danger many lives, in the place of his 
own, which Was forfeited to justice. 
Far better that one murderer should die, 
than that he should be suffered to live, 
to imbrue his hands perhaps in the 
blood of many who are innocent. But 
the authority of God has settled this 
question (Qtn. ix. 5, 6), and it is nei- 
ther right nor safe for acoromunity to dis- 
regard his solemn decisions. See Black- 
stone's Commentaries, vol. iv. p. 8. [9.] 
6. Wherefore {Sto), The reasons 
why we should be subject, which the 
apostle had given, were two, (1.) That 
government was appointed by God. 
(2.) That violation of the laws would 
necessarily expose to punishment. 5' ^^ 
must needs be» It is necessary (aya>- 
»ji) to be. This is a word stronger 
than that which implies men fitness or 
propriety. It means that it is a matter> 
of high obligation and of necessity to 
be subject to the civil ruler. ,^ JVof 
only for wrath. Not only on account 
of the fear of punishment i or the 
fact that wrath will be executed on 
evil doers. Y For conscience* sake. 
As a matter of conscien<^, or of duty 
to Gody because he has appotnted it, 
and made it necessary and proper. A 
good citizen yields obediende because 

2 A 2 



be subject, not only for wrath, 
but also for conscience' sake. 

6 For, for this cause pay ye 
tribute also : for they are God's 



it is the will of God ; and a^ Christian 
makes it a part of his religion to main- 
tain and obey the just laws of the land, 
^ee Matt. xxii. 21 Comp. Eccl. viiu 
2, " I counsel them to keep the king's 
commandments, and that in regara 
of the oath of God,** 

6. For this caUse, Because they 
are appointed by God ; for the sake of 
conscience, and in order to secure the 
execution of the lavrs. As they are 
appointed by God, the tribute which is 
needful for their support becomes an 
act of homflgc to God, an act performed 
in obedience to his will, and acceptable 
to him. Y Tribute also. Not only 
be subject (ver. 5), but pay what may 
be necessary to support the government 
Tribute properly denotes the tax, or 
annua) compensation, which was paid 
by one province or nation to a superior, 
as the price of protection, or as an 
acknowledgment of subjection. The 
Romans made all conquered provinces 
pay this tribute j and it would become 
a question whether it was right to 
acknowledge th?s claim^ and submit to 
it Especially would this question 
be agitated by the Jewe and^ by Jew- 
ish Christians. But on the princi- 
ple which the apostle had laid down 
(ver: 1, 2), it was right to ^ti it, and 
was demanded by the very purpose 
of government. In a larger sense, the 
word tribute means' any tax paid on 
land or personal estate for the support 
of the government 5 ^^^ they are 
God's ministers: Hfs servants; or 
they jxe appointed by him. As the 
government is his appointment, we 
should contribute to its support as a 
mattef of conscience, because we thus 
do honour to the arrangement of God. 
It may be observed here, also, that the 
fact that civil rulers are the ministers 
of God, invests their character with 
great sacred nes5i, and should impress. 
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minktora, attfindisg^ oontinually 
upoH ihis ^ry thing. 
7 Render iberefore to all * 
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nfion tkem the duty of seeking to do 
his will, as well as on othefB the duty 
of subinitting to them. 5 ^tending 
eontinuoUy, As they attend to this, 
and devote their time and talents to it, 
k is proper that they should receive a 
suitable support It becomes then a 
duty for the {>eopIe to contribute cheer- 
fully to the necessary expenses of the 
government. If those taxes should be 
unjust and oppressive, yet, like other 
evils, they are to be submitted to, until 
a remedy can be found in a proper way. 
7. Hender^ therefore, &.c This in- 
junction is oflen repeated in the Bible. 
See Notes on Matt xxii. 21. See also 
Matt. xviL 85^27. 1 Pet ii. 13—17. 
Piov« xxiv. 2 1. It is one of the most live- 
ly and obvious of the duties of religion. 
Christianity is not designed to break in 
upon the proper order of society, but 
rather to establish and confirm that 
order. It does not rudely assail exists 
ing institutions; but it cornea to put 
them on a proper footing, to diffuse a 
mild and pure influence over all, and 
to secure auch an influence in all the 
relations of life as shall tend best to 
promote the happiness of man and the 
welfare of the community. *[ /« due. 
To whom it properly belongs by the 
law of the land, and according to the 
ordinance of God. It is represented 
here as a matter of dcbt,m something 
which is dtie to the ruler; a fair com- 
pensation to him for the service which 
he renders us by devoting his time and 
talents to advance our interests, and 
the welfare of the community. As taxes 
are a debt, a matter of strict and just 
obligation, they should be paid as consci- 
entiously and as cheerfully as any other 
just debts, however contracted. ^ Cut- 
torn (t(Mc). The word rendered tri- 
itute means, as has been rejnarked, the 
tax which is paid by a (ributa^i/ prince 
or dependent people ; also the tax im- 
IHMed on land or real estate. The wo^d 
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their dues ; tribute to whom 
tribute is due ; oustom to whom 
custom ; fear to whom fear: 
honour to whom.hoaour. 

here translated custom means properly 
the revenue which is collected on mer* 
chandi^, either imported or exported. 
t Fear, See ver. 4. We should stand 
in awe of those who wear the sword, 
and who are appointed to execute the 
laws of the land. As ihe execution of 
their office is fitted to excite /ear, we 
should render to them that, reverence 
which is appropriate to the execution 
of their office. It means a solicitous 
anxiety lest we do any thing to offend 
them, t Honour, The difference be- 
tween thia and /ear is, that this rather 
denotes reverence, veneration, respect 
for their names, offices, rank, &c. The 
former is the jfear which arises from 
the dread of punishment. Religion 
gives to men. all their just titles, recog 
nises their rai^k and office, and seeks to 
promote due subordination in a com- 
munity. It was no part of the work 
of our Saviour, or of his apostles, to 
quarrel with the mere titles of men, or 
to withhold from them the customary 
tribute of respiect and homage. Comp. 
Acta xxiv. 3 ; xxvi. 25. Luke i. 3. 
1 Pet ii. 17. In this verse there is 
summed up the duty which is owed to 
magistrates. It .consists in rendering 
to them proper honour; contributing 
cheerfully and conscientiously tp the 
necessary expenses of the government , 
and in yielding obedience to the laws. 
These are , made a part of the duty 
which we owe to God, and should be 
considered as enjoined by our religion. 
On the subject discussed in these 
seven verses, Uie following principles 
seem to be settled by the authority of 
the Bible, and are now understood: 
(I.) That government is essential ; and 
its necessity is recognised by God, and 
it is arranged by his providence. God 
has never been the patron of anarchy 
and disorder. (2.) Qivil rulers are de- 
pendent on God. . He has the entire 
control over them, and can set them 
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8 Owe m man any thing, 
^ut to love one another : for ' 
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Dp or put Hhem down when he please. 
(3.) The authority of God is superior 
to that of civil rulers. They have no 
right to make enactments which inter- 
fere with hi9 authority. (4.) It is not 
the business of civil rulers to regulate 
or conU'ol religion. That is a distinct 
department, with, which they have no 
concern, except to protect it (6.) The 
rights of alt men are to>be preserved. 
Men are to be allowed to worship God 
according to tile dictates of their own 
conscience, and to be protected in those 
rights, provvJed they do not violate the 
peace and order of the community. 
(6.) Givil rulers have no right to per- 
aeeute GUristians, or to attempt to se- 
cure conformity to their views by force. 
The conscience cannot be compelled ; 
and in the affiiirs of religioir man must 
be free. 

In view of this snbject we may re- 
mark, ( 1 .) That the doctrines respecting 
the rights of civil rulers, and the line 
which is to be diuwn between their 
powers and the rights of conscience, 
have bfien slow to be understood. The 
struggle has been long; and a thou- 
sand persecutions have shown the anxi- 
ety of the magistrate to rule the con- 
science, and^ to control religion. In 
pagan countries it has been conceded 
that the civil ruler had. a right to con- 
trol the reUgion of. the people: churdi 
and state there have been one. The 
same thing was attempted under Ghris- 
tianity. The mag^istrate still claimed 
this right, and attempted to enforce it 
Christianity resisted the claim, and aa- 
aerted the independent and original 
rights of conscience. A conflict ensued, 
of course, and the magistrate resorted 
to persecutions, to mbdue by fofce the 
claims of the new religion and the 
rights of conscience. Hence the ten 
fiery and bloody persecutions of the 
primitive church. The blood of the 
cariy Christians flowed like water; 
thousands and tens of thousands went 
to the stake, until Christianity triumph- 



he that loveth another hath ful- 
filled the law. 



ed, and the right of religion to a- (rae 
Bxeieise was acknowledged throughout 
the empire. (2.) It is matter of de- 
vout thanksgiving that the subject is 
now settled, and the principle is now 
tindersteod. In our own land thete 
exists the happy and bright illustration 
of the true principle on this great sub- 
ject The rights of conscience are re- 
garded, and the laws peacefully obeyed. 
The civil ruler understands his pro- 
vince; and, Christians yield a -cheerful 
and cordial obedience to the laws. The 
church and siate move pn in their own 
spheres, united only in the purpose to 
make men happy and good; and di- 
vided oiUy as they relate to difl*erent 
departments, and contemplate, the one, 
the rights of civil society, the other, the 
interests of eternity. Here, every man 
worships God according to his own 
views of duty*; and at the same time, 
here is rendered the most cordial and 
peaceful obedience to the laws of the 
land. Thanks should be rendered with 
out ceasing to the God of our fathers 
for the wondrous* train of events by 
which this contest has been conducted 
to its issue ; and for the clear and full 
understanding which we now have of 
the difierent departments pertaining to 
the church and the state. 

8. Owe no man any tfang* Pe ndt 
in debt to any one. In the previous 
verse the apostle had beiMi discoursing 
of the duty which we owe to magis- 
trates. He bad particularly enjoined on 
Christians to pay to thtm their just 
dues. From this command to discharge 
fully this obligation, the transition was 
natural to the subject of debts in g-ene- 
ral, and to an injunction not to be in- 
debted to any one. This law is enjoin- 
ed in this place, (1.) Because it is n 
part of our duty as good citizens; and, 
(2.) Because it is a part of that law 
which teacher us to love our neigh- 
bour, and to do no injury to him. 
ver. 10. The interpretation of this 
command is to be taken with this 
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9 For this, ITlou • shalt not 
commit adulter}*, Thou shalt not 
kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou 
shalt not bear false witness, 
Thou shalt not covet ; and if 
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liiniution, that we are not to lie in- 
debted to hira 8o ae to injure him, or 
to work ill to him. 

Thii role, together with the other 
nilee of Chriatianity, woold propoae a 
remedy for all the evils of bad debtr in 
the following manner. (1.) It would 
teach men U> be indu*triou», and. this 
would commonly prevent the neceurity 
of contracting debts. (S.) It would 
make them frugal, economical^ and 
humble in their views and manner of 
life. (.3.) It would teach -them to 
bring up their femiiies in habits of in- 
dustry. The Bible often enjoins that 
ISee Note, ch. xii. 11. Gomp* Phil. iv. 
•\ Prov. Yziv. 30—34. 1 These, iv. 1 1. 
2 These, iii. 10. Eph. iv. 25. (4.) 
Religion wo\ild produce spber, chasten- 
ed views of the end of life, of the great 
design of living ; and would take olf the 
affections from the spIendour,>gayety, 
and extravagances which lead often to 
the contraction of debts. 1 Thess. v. 
6. 8. 1 Pet. i. 13 ; iv. 7. Tit. iiw 12. 
I Pet. ui. 3. 5. 1 Tim. ii. 9. (5.) 
Religion would put a period to the 
vicet and unlawfhl debires which now 
prompt men to contract debts. (6.) It 
would make them kaneat in paying 
them. It would m^ke them conscien- 
tious, prompt, friends of truth, «nd dis- 
posed to keep their promises. 

t But to love one another^ Love 
is a debt which can never be discharg- 
ed. We should feel that we ovfc this 
to all men, and though by acts of kind- 
ness we may be constantly discharging 
it, yet we should feel that it can never 
be fully met while there is opportunity 
to do good. . 5 f^ Ae that hveth, dec. 
In what way this is done is stated in 
ver. 10. TJie law m relation to our 
neighbour is there said to be simply 
that we do no ill to him. Love to him 
ATould prompt to no injury. It would 



there oe any other commaad^ 
ment, it is briefly comprehended 
in this saying, namely, * Thou 
shalt love thy Beigbbmir as thy 
self. 
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seek to do him good, and would thai 
fulfil all the purposes of justice and 
truth which we owe to htm. In order 
to illustrate this, the apostle, in the 
next vers^, runs over the laws of the 
ten commandments in relation to oor 
neighbour, and shows that all those 
laws proceed on the principle that we 
are to /ove him, and that love would 
prompt to them all 

9. For this. Thio which follows 
is the sum of the laws. TAm is to re- 
gulate us in our conduct towards our 
neighbour. The word this here stands 
opposed to **thaf* in ver. 11. This 
law of love would prompt us to seek 
our neighbour's good ; that fact, that 
our salvation is near, would prompt us 
to be active and faithful in the dis- 
charge of all the duties we owe to him 
5 Thou fhalt not commit adultery 
All the commands which follow art 
designed as an illustration of the duty 
of loving our neighbour. See these 
commands considered in the Notes on 
Matt. zix. 18, 19. The apostle has 
not enumerated all the commands of 
the second table. He has shown ge- 
nerally what they lequired. The com- 
mand to honour ojr parents he has 
omitted. The reason might have been 
that it was not so immediately to his 
purpose when, discoursing of love to a 
neighbour — a word which does not 
immediately, suggest the idea of near 
relatives. The expression, " Thou shalt 
not bear false witness/* is rejected b^ 
the best critics as of doubtful authority, 
but it does not materially affect the 
spirit of the, passage. It is wanting in 
many M88. and in the Syriac version. 
^ Jf there be any other cofumandment* 
The law respecting parents ; or if there 
be any duty which does not seem to be 
epedjied by these laws, it is implied 
in the command to love our neighboar 
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10 Love worketh no ill to 
his neighbour : therefore love is 
the fulfilling of the law. 
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fl8 ouTselves. ^ R it hriejty evmpre- 
hended, Greek, It may be reduced to 
this head; or it is summed up in 
this. ^ In thi* saying* This word, 
or command. ^ Thou »hah love^ dec. 
Thie is found in Lev. xix. 18. See it 
considered in the Notes oh Matt xix. 
19. If this command were fulfilled, it 
would prevent all fraud, injustice, op- 
pression, falsehood, adultery, murd^^r, 
theft, and covetousness. Itis the same 
as oi:^ Saviour's golden rule. And if 
every man would do to others as he 
would wish them to do to him, all the de- 
sign of the law would b^ at once fulfilled. 
10^. Lov$ vforheth no ill, &,c. Love 
would seek to do him good ; of course 
it would prevent all dishonesty and 
crime towards, others. It would prompt 
to justice, truth, and benevolence. If 
this law were engraven on every man*a 
heart, and practised in his life, what a 
change would it immediately produce 
in society. If all meir wouU at once 
abandon that which is fitted to vork 
ill to others, what an influence 'would 
it have on the business and commercial 
affiiirs of men. How many plans of 
fraud and dishonesty Would it at once 
arrest How many schepies would .it 
crush. It would silence the voice of 
the slanderer ; it would stay the plans 
of the seducer and the adulterer; it 
would put an end to cheating, and 
fraud, and all schemes of dishon^ 
gain. The gambler desires the pro- 
perty of bis neighbour without any 
compensation, and thus- works iU to 
him. The dealer in lotteries desires 
property for which he has never toiled, 
and wluch must be obtained at the ex- 
pense and loss of others. And there 
are many employmentt all whose ten- 
dency is to work ill to a neighbour. 
This is pre-eminently true of the trafiic 
in ardent tpiriU It cannot do him 
good, and the ahnoat uniform result is 



11 And that, knowing the 
time, that now it is high time to 
awake ' out of sleep ; for now 
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to deprive him of his property, health, 
reputation, peace, and domestic com- 
fort He that sells his neighbour liquiil 
fire, knowing what must be the result 
of it, is not pursuing a bcTsiness which 
works no ill to him; and love to that 
neighbour would prompt him tQ aban- 
don the trafiic See Hab. ii. 15, " Wo 
unto him that gjveth his neighbour 
drink, that putteth thy bottle to him, 
and mekest him drink also, that thou 
mayest look on their nakedness." 
5 Therefore, &.t. Because love does 
no harm to another, it is therefore the 
falfiUing of the law, implying that all 
that the law requires is to love .'>tbers. 
Y Ib the fulfilling'* Is the completion, 
or meets the requirements of the law. 
The law of God on this heady ot in re- 
gard to our duty to o'lr neighbour, re«> 
quires us to do justice towards him, to 
observe truth, dec All this will be 
met by Iwe ; and if men truly lovea 
others, all the demandii of the law 
would be satisfied. \ Of the law. Of 
the law of Moses, but' particularly the. 
ten commandments. 

11. And that. The word « that^" in 
tids place, is connected In si|;nification 
with the word " this" in ver. 9. The 
meaning may be thus expressed : All 
the requirements of the law towards 
our neighbour may be met by two 
things : one is (ver. 9, 10) by love ; the 
other is .(ver. II — 14) by remembering 
that we are near to eternity ; keeping a 
deep sense- of this, truth before the 
mind. This will prompt to a life of 
honesty, truth, and peace, and content- 
ment ver. 13. The doctrine in these 
verses (11 — 14), therefore, is, thai a 
deep conviction of the nearness of 
eternity vnllprompt to an upright life 
in the intercourse of man roith man. 
5 Knoioing the time. Taking k proper: 
estimate of the time. Taking just views 
of the diprtn^ss.andthe value of time; 
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is out salvation nearer than 
when we believed. 



of the design for which it was given, 
and of tlie fact that it is, in regard to 
v», rapidly conuog to a dose. And stiU 
further considering, that the lime in 
uhicb you live is the time of the gos- 
pel, a period of Hght and truth, when 
you are particularly called on to lead 
lioiy lives, and thus to do j'jsUy to all. 
The preidoiu time had been a period 
of ignorance and darkness, when op- 
pressioUj and fiklsehood, and sin abound- 
ed. This, the time of the gospel, when 
God had made known to men his will 
that they should be pure. ^ Nis'h timei 
Greek, ^ the hour" *| To avfake^ &c, 
This is a beautiful figure. The dawn 
of day,, the approaching light of the 
inorninc, is the time to arouse from 
Hlumber. In the darkness of night, men 
sleep. So saya the apostle. The world 
has been sunk in the night oS heatliao- 
isiki and sin. At that time it was to be 
expected that they would sleep the 
sleep of spiritual death. But now the 
morning light of the gospel dawns, 
'i^he sun of righteousness has arisen.. 
It is timey therefore, for men to cast off 
the deeds of darkneys, and rise to life, 
and purity, and action. , Comp. Acts 
xvii. 30, 3h The same idea is beau- 
tifully presented ' in I Thess. v. 6— r8. 
The meaning is, * Hitherto we have 
walked in darkness and in sin. Now 
we walk in the light of the gospel.- 
We know oar duty. We are sure that 
the God of light is around us, and is a 
witness of aL we do. We are gding 
Hoon to meet him, and it becomes us 
to rouse, and to do those deeds, and 
those only, which will bear the bnight 
shining ot the light of ti'Uth, and the 
bcrutiny of him who is " tight, and in 
whom is no darkness at all.'' ' 1 John 
i. 5. t Sleep, Inactivity; insensibility 
toahe doctrines and duties of religion. ^ 
Men, by nature, are active only in 
deeds of wickedness. In regard to re- 
ligion they are insensible, and the 
£K mbers of night are on their eyelids, j 
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Sleep is ' the kinsman of death," and 
it is the emblem of the insensibility 
and stupidity of sinners. The deeper 
the ignorance and ain, the grcsater it 
this insensibility to spiritual things, and 
to the duties ^ich we owe to God 
and man. ^ For hoio is our satvtUion. 
The Word satvaticn has been here 
variously interpreited. Some suppose 
that by it the apostle refers to the per- 
sonal reign -ckf Christ on the earth. 
(Tholuck, and the Grermans generally.) 
Others suppose it refers to deliverance 
from J>€r8ecntiont. Others, to incieased 
light and knowledge of the gospel, so 
that they could mure clearly discern 
their duty than when they became be- 
lievers. (jRosenmuller,) It probably, 
however, has its ustial meaning here, 
denoting that deliverance from sin and 
da.nger which awaits Christians in hea- 
ven ; and is thus equivalent to the ex- 
pression, * You are advancing nearer to 
heaven. You are hastening to the world 
of glory. Daily we are approaching the 
kiiigdom of. light; and in prospect of 
that state, we dught tu lay aside every 
sin, and' live more and more in prepa- 
ration for a world of light and gh>ry.' 
*I Than when "ute beUevtd, Than 
when we 6e^an to believe. Everyday 
brings us nearer to a world of perfect 
light. 

1 a. The night. The wora niffJkt^ in 
the New Testament, is used to denote 
Jiight literally (Mattrii. 14, &c.); the 
starry heaVena (Rev. viii. 12); and 
then it /denotes ^a state of ignorance 
and crime, and is synonymous with the 
worcl darkness, &s such deeds are com- 
mitted commonly in the night. I These. 
V. 5. In- this place it seems to denote 
our present imperfect and ob:icure con- 
dition in this world as contrasted with 
the pure light of heaven. The night, 
the time of comparative obscurity and 
sin in which we live- even under the 
gospel, is far gone in relation to us, 
and tiie pure splendours of heaven ara 
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cast off the works of darkness, 
and let us put * on the armour 
of light. 

a Eph.6.13;iLe. 

at hand. % la far spent. Literally, 
'is cut ofll' It is becoming short ; it is 
hastening to a close, i The day. 
The fuQ splendours and glory of re- 
demption in heaven. Heaven Is often 
thus represented as a place of pure and 
splendid day. Rev. xxi. 23. 25 ; xxii., 
5. The times of the gospel are repre- 
sented as times of Ught (Isa. tx. 1, 2. 
19, 20, &c.) ; but the reference here 
seems to be rather to the still brighter 
glory and' splendour of heaven, as the 
plao0 of pure, uncfouded, and eternal 
day. ^ h at hand. Is near; or is 
drawing near. This is true Respecting all 
Christians. The day is near, or the time 
when they shall be admitted to heaven 
is not remote. This is^hjp uniform repre- 
sentation of the New Testament. Heb. 
X. 26., 1 Pet. iv. 7. James v. 8^ Rev. 
xii. 20. 1 These, v. 2-- 6. Phil. iv. 5. 
That the apostle did hot mean, how- 
ever, that the end of the world was near, 
or that the day of judgment would come 
soon, is clear from his own elplanations. 
See 1 Thess. v. 2—6. Comp. 2 Thess. 
ii. T Let us. therefore. As we are 
about to enter on the glories of that 
eternal day,' we should b^ pure and 
holy. The expectation of it will teach 
us to seek purity ; and a pure life alone 
will fit us to enter there. Heb. xii. 14^ 
^ Cast off. Lay aside, or put away. 
^ The -works of darkness. Bark, 
wicked deeds, such as are specil^ed in 
the next verse. They are called -works, 
of darkness, because darkness in the 
Scriptures is an «mblem of crime, a. 
well as of ignorance, and^because such 
d^eds are commonly committed in the 
night. 1 Thess. v. 7, "They that be 
drunken, are drunken in the night^* 
Comp. John iii. SiO. Eph. v. 11 — 13. 
*I J^t us put on. Let us clothe our- 
selves with. 1 The armour of light. 
The word armour (o^rxat^ properly 
means arms^ or instruments of war, 
'ncluding tiie helmet, sword, shield, 



13 Let us walk * honestly, ' 
as in the day ; not in rioting 
and drunkeniiess, not in cham- 

X or, dMoUl^. I Ftul.4.8. IFet.2.18. e lPet.4.8)i 

-___ , , 

&c Eph. vi. 11-^17. It is used in the 
New Testament to denote the aids 
which the Christian has, or the means 
of defence in his warfare, where he is 
represented as a soldier contending with 
his foes, and includes truth, righteous* 
ness, faith, hopie, &c. as the instru- 
ments by which he is to gain his vic- 
tories. In 2 Cor. v!. 7, it is called "the 
armour of righteousness on the right 
hand and on the left" It ia called ar- 
mour of light, because it is iiot to ac- 
complish any deeds of darkness or of 
crime ; it is appropriate to one who is 
pure, and who is seeking a pure 'and 
noble object. Christians are represent- 
ed as the children of light. 1 ^hess. 
V. 5. Note, Luke xvi. 8, By the ar- 
mour of light, therefore, the apostle 
means those graces which stand op- 
posed to the deeds of darkness (ver. 
13) ; those graces of faith, hope, humili* 
ty, &c. which shall be appropriate tc 
those who are the children of the day, 
and which shall b^ their defence in 
their struggles with their spiritual foes. 
See the description in full in Eph vii. 
11—17. 

13. Let lis -walk. To -walk is an 
expression denoUng to live t let us live, 
or conduct, dpt. ^ Honestly. The word 
'here used means rather in a decent or 
becoming manner; in a manner o/>- 
propriate to those who are the children 
of light. ^ As in the day. ' As if all 
our action^ were ^ seen &nd known. 
Men" by day, or in open li^ht, live de- 
cently ; their ioul and wicked deeds are 
done in the night. The apostle exhorts 
Christians to live as if all their conduct 
were seen, and they had nothing which 
they wished to conceal. ' ^ Jn neiijig. 
Revelling ; denoting the licentious con- 
duct, the fioisy and obstreperous mirth, 
the scenes of disorder and sensuality, 
which attend luxurjousliving. l/^rw7iA> 
enness. Rioting and drunkenness con- 
stitute \}Mb first class of sins from which 
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bering * and wantonness, not in 
strife and envying. 

U But put * ye on the Lord 



he would keep them. It is ecarcelj 
neceaaary to add that theae wen com- 
moa crimes among the heathen. ^ In 
dtambcring. *'Lewdt immodest be- 
haviour." ( fFebtter.) The Greek word 
includea illicit indulgencea of all Icjids, 
adultery, dec The worda chamberios 
and wantonness constitute the tecnnd 
claaa of crimes from which the apostle 
exhorta Chriatiana to abstain. That these 
were common crimes among th^ hea- 
then, it is not necessary to say. See 
Notes to Rom. L ; also Bph. ▼. 1^. It 
IS not possible, nor would it be proper, 
to describe the scenes of licentious in- 
dulgence of which all pagans arc guilty. 
As Christians were to be a peculiar 
people, therefore^ the apostle enjoins on 
them purity and holiness of life. ^ J^ot 
in Mtrife. Strife and envying are the 
third class of sins froija whi(^ the apos- 
tle exhorts them; The word ttHJe 
-means contention, ditputet, Utiffationa, 
The exhortation is that they should live 
m peace. ^ Envying, Greek, Zeal. 
It denotes any intense, vehement, y^r- 
ynd passion. It is not improperly ren- 
dered here by envying. . These' vices 
are properly' introduced in. connexion 
with, the others. They usually accom- 
pany each othaar.. Quarrels and con- 
tentions come out of scenes of drunk- 
enness and debauchery. But for such 
scenes, there would be little contention, 
and the world would be comparatively 
at peace. 

14. But put ye on. Corap. Qal. iii. 
17. The word rendered "put ye on" 
is. the same used in ver. 12, i^d is com- 
monly employed in reference to cloth- 
it^ffot apparei,' The phrase to put on 
a person, which seems a harsh expies- 
siiin in our languages, was one not un- 
frequently used by Greek writers, and 
means, to imbibe his principles, to imi- 
tate his example, -to copy his spirit, to 
oecome like him. Thus in Bionysius 
IJalicarnassuis the expression oecurs^ 



Jesus Christy and make « not 
provision for the flesh, to ftdfil 
the lusts thereof. 
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** having put on or clothed themselves 
with Tarquin ;'' L e. they imitated the 
exampdie and morals of Tarquin. So 
Lucian says, " having put on Pythago- 
ras ;'* having received him as a teacher 
and .guide. So the Greek writers speak 
of putting on Plato, Socrates, dice, 
meaning to take them as instructers, to 
follow them as disciples. (See Schleut- 
ner,) Thus to put on the Lord Jesus 
means to take him as a pattern and 
guide, to imitate his example, to obey 
bis precepts, to become like him. Sir. 
in all respects the Lord Jesus was un 
Uke what bad been specified in the prfr 
vious verse. He was temperate, chaste, 
pure,, peaceable, and ^eek ; and to put 
him on was to imitate him in these re- 
spects. . I|eb. iv. 15.; vii. 26. 1 Pet ii. 
22. Isa. liii. 9. 1 lohn iiu 5. ^ ^ind 
make not provitaon. The word pro- 
vision here is that which is used, to 
denote provident care, or preparation 
for future wants. It means ' that we 
should not make it an object to gratify 
our lusts, or study to do this by laying 
up any thing beforehand with reference 
to this design.' 1 For thejlesh. The 
word Jhah is used here evidently to de- 
fiote the corrupt propensities of the 
body, or those vviiich he had specified 
in ver. 13. ^ To fulfil the lusts thereof. 
With reference to^ its corrupt desires. 
The gratification of the fiesh was tiie 
main pbject among the Romans. Liv- 
ing in luxuiy and licentiousness, they 
made it their great object of study to 
multiply and prolong the means of li- 
centious indulgence. In respect to this, 
Christians were to be a separate people, 
and to show that they were influenced 
by a higher and purer desire than this 
grovelling propensity to minister to sen- 
sual gratification. It is right, it is a Chris- 
tian duty to labour tp make provision for 
aH the real wants ot life. But the real 
wants are few ; and. with a heart dis- 
posed to be pure and temperate, the 
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CHAPTER XIV. 
IJIM that is weak in the faith 
receive ye, iwt * not to 
doubtful disputations. 



necessary wants of life are easily satis- 
fied ; and the mind may be devoted t» 
higher and purer purposes. 
CHAPTER XIV. 
Ths xivth chapter is deagned to set- 
de some diificult and delicate questions 
that could not but arise between the Jews 
and Gentiles respecting food and the 
observance of particular days, rites, 6ce. 
The occasions of these questions were 
these: The converts to Christianity 
were from both Jews and Gicntiles. 
There were many Jeyra in Rome ; luid 
it is probable that no small part of the 
diurch was composed of them. The 
New Testament every where shows 
that they were disposed tp bind the 
Gentile converts to their own customs, 
and to insist on the observance of the 
peculiar laws of Moses. See Acta xv. 
1, 2, &c Gal. ii. 3, 4, ThjB aubjeett on 
which questions of this kind would be 
agitated were, circumcision, days of 
fasting, the distinction of meats, &c. 
A part of these only are discussed in 
this chapter. The views of the apostle 
in regard to circumcuion had been 
stated in ch. iiL and iv. In this chap- 
ter he notices the duputes which would 
be likely to arise on the following sub- 
jects: (1.) The use of meat, evidently 
referring to the question whether it was 
lawful to eat the meat that was offered 
in sacrifice to idols, ver. 2. (2.) The 
distinctions and observances of the days 
of Jewish fastings, 6lc, ver. 5, 6. (3.) The 
laws observed by the Jews in relation 
to animals as clean or unclean, ver. 14. 
It is probable that these are mere, ape- 
cimetu adduced by the aposUe ta settle 
principles of conduct in regard to the 
Gentiles, and to show to each party 
h^w they ought to act in a^ such ques- 
tions. 

The aposUe's design here is to allay 
all these contentions by producing peace, 
kindness, charity. This he does by the 
ibllowing considerations, viz. (1.) That 

2B 



2 For one believeth that he 
may eat all things: another, who 
is weak, eateth herbs 

1 or, net toJudfUtiauttful thoufkU, 

we have no right to judge another man 
in this case, for he is the servant of 
God. ver. 3, 4. r2.) That whatever 
course is taken in these questions, it is 
done conscientiously, and with' a desire 
to glorify God. In such a case there 
should be kindness and charity, ver. 6, 
&c (3..) That we must stand at the 
judgment-seat of Christ, and give an 
account there / and that we, therefore, 
should not usurp the office of judging, 
vei:. 10—13. (4.) That there ia really 
nothing unclean of itself^, ver. 14. (6.) 
Thsi religion consisted in more impor- 
tant, matters than such questions, ver. 
17, \8. (6.) That we should follow 
after, the things of peace, &c. ver. 19— 
23. The principles of this chapter are 
applicable to all similar cases of difiez^ 
ence of opinion about rites and cere- 
monies, and unessenUal doctrines of re- 
ligion ; and we shall see that if they 
were honestly applied, they would set- 
tle no small part of the Qontroversies in 
the. religious world. 

1. ^m that is. veak. The design 
here ia to induce Christians to receive 
to their felloinrship those who had scru- 
ples about the pronriety of certain 
things,, or that might, have peculiar 
pr^udices and feelings as the result of 
education or former habits of beliefl 
The apostle, therefore, begins by ad- 
mitting that such an one may be roeak, 
i. e.. not fully established, or not with 
so clear and enlarged views about 
Christian liberty as others might have. 
Y In the faith. In believing. Thif 
docs not refer to saving faith in 
Christ, for he might have Uiat ; but to 
belief in regard to the thing's vhtch the 
apostle specifies^ or which, would com« 
into controversy. Young CQuverts have 
often a peculiar delicacy or sensitive- 
ness about the lawfulness of many 
things in relation to which, older Chria- 
tians may be more fully established. 
To p<Qduc9 peace, there must be kind* 
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lendwnem, and faithfol teaching ; 
not denunciation, or harahneaa, on one 
aide or the other. ^ Receive ye. Ad- 
mit to jotxr aodety or fellowship ; re- 
ceive him kindly, not meet with a cold 
and hirah repolae. Comp. ch. xt. 7. 
Y JVbf to doubtful duputationa. The 
plain meaning of this is, * Do not admit 
nim to your society for the purpose of 
debating the matter in an angry and 
harsh manni^r ; of repelling him by de- 
nunciation ; and thus, by the natural 
reaction of tuck a courte, confirming 
him in his doubts/ Or, ^ do not deal 
with him in such a manner as shall 
have a tendency to increase his scro- 
^es about meats, days, dtc." (Stuart,) 
The leading idea here — which all 
Christians should remember — is, that a 
harsh and angry denunciation of a man 
in relation to things not morally wrong, 
but where he may have honest scru- 
ples, will only tend to confirm him 
more and more in his doubts. To de- 
nounce and abuse him will be to con- 
firm him. To receive him affection- 
ately, to admit him to fellowship with 
us, to talk freeiy and. kindly with him, 
to do him good, will have a far greater 
tendency to overcome his scruples. In 
questions which now occur about 
modes of dreio, about measureo and 
means of promoting revivals, and about 
rites and ceremonies, this is by for the 
wisest course, if we wish to overcome 
the scruples of a brother, and to induce 
him to think as we do.— -Greek, * Unto 
doubts or fluctuations of opinions or 
reasonings.' Various senses have been 
given to the words, but the above pro- 
bably eipresses the true meaning. 

2. For one beUeveth, This was the 
case with the Gentiles in general, who 
had none of the scruples of the Jew 
about the propriety of eating certain 
kinds of meat Many of the converts 
who had been Jews might also have 
had the same view — as the apostle Paul 
evidentl> had — while the great mass of 
Jewish converts might have cherished 
these scruples. -^ May eat all things. 
That is, he will not be restrained by 
any scruples about the lawfulness of 
-tsm isMus, Ac 1 Another who to 



loeah. There is reference here, doubts 
less, to the Jewish convert The apos* 
tie admits that he was meak, L e. not 
fully established in the views of Chris- 
tian liberty. The question with the 
Jew doubtless was, whether it was law- 
ful to eat the meat which was offered 
in sacrifice to idols. In those sacrifices 
a part only of the animal was offered, 
and the remainder was eaten by the 
worshippers, or offered for sale in the 
market like other meat It became an 
inquiry whether it was lawful to eat 
this meat; and the question in the 
mind of a Jew would arise from the 
express command of his law. Ex. xxxiv. 
15. l^his question the apostle discussed 
and acittled in 1 Cor. x, 20 — 32, which 
see. In that place the general principle 
is laid down, that it was lawful to par- 
take of that meat as a man would of 
any other, unless it -was expressly 
pointed out to him as having been 
sacrificed to idols^ and unless his par- 
taking of it vfould be considered as 
countenancing the idolaters in their 
vorship, ver. 28. But with this jirin- 
ciple many Jewish converts might not 
have been acquainted ; or what is quite 
as probable, they might not have been 
disposed to admit its propriety. ^ Kat' 
eth herbs. Herbs or vegetables only ; 
does not partake of meat at all, for fear 
of eating that, inadvertently, which had 
been offered to idols. Ilie Romans 
abounded in sacrifices to idols; and it 
would not be easy to be certain that 
meat which was offered in the market, 
or on the table of a friend, had not 
been offered in this manner. To avoid 
the possibility of partaking of it, even 
ignorantty, they chose to eat no meat 
at ail. The scruples of the Jews on the 
subject might have arisen in part from 
the fact that sins of ignorance among 
them subjecte<1 them to certain penal- 
ties. Lev. iv. 2, 3, &c. v. 15. Num. 
XV. 24. 27 — 29. Josephus says (Life, 
§ 3) that in his time there were certain 
priests of his acquaintance who '* sup- 
ported themselves with figs and nuts.'* 
These priests had been sent to Rome 
to be tried on some charge before Cas- 
aar;,and |t is nrobabie that they ab> 
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3 Let not him that eateth 
despise him that eateth not ; 
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and let not him which eateth 



<itained from meat because it might 
hav« been offered to idols. It is ex- 
pressly declared of Daniel when in 
Babylon, that he lived on pulse and 
water^that he might not ** defile him- 
self with the portion of the king's 
meat, nor with the wine whiieh he 
drank.** Dan. i. 8—16. 

3. Let not him that isateth^ That is, 
he who has no scruples about eating 
meatt &c., who is not restrained by the 
law of the Jews respecting the clean 
and ui^dleafi, or by the fact that meat 
mayhvte been ofiered.to idolsi Y De- 
»piae Mm, Hold him in contempt, as 
being unnecessarily scrupulous, &c. 
The word detfiite here is happily 
chosen. The Gentile would be very 
likely to despite the Jew as being re- 
strained by foolish scruples and mere 
distinctions in matters of no import- 
•nee. ^ mm that eateth not. Him 
that is restrained by scruples of con- 
science, and thai will eat only ve^e- 
iahie»^ ver. 2. The reference here is 
doubtless to the Jew^ ^ Jud^e him. 
To Jud^e here has the force of con' 
demn. This word also is very happily 
chosen. The Jew would not be so 
likely to deepiae the Qentile for what 
he did as to judge or condemn him. 
He would deem it too serious a matter 
for contempt He would regard it as 
a violation of the law of Gud, and 
would be likely ta assume the right of 
judging his brother, and pronouncing 
him guilty. The apostle* here has hap- 
pily met the whole case in all disputes 
about rites, and dress, and scruples in 
religious matters that are not essential. 
One party commonly despite* the ot^er 
as being needlessly and foolishly scru- 
pulous; and the other nUkes it a mat- 
ter of conscience, too serious for ridi- 
cule and contempt ; and a matter, to 
neglect which, is, in their view, deserv- 
ing of condemnation. The true direc- 
tion to be given in sncha case is, to 
thi^ pnc party, not tn treat the scruples 



not judge him that eatoth ; for 
God hath received him. 
4 Who • art thou that jutlgc«l 

aJuiiet4.l9. 

of the other with derision and contempt, 
but with tenderness and indulgence. 
Let him have his way in it^ If he can 
be reasoned out of it, it is well ; but to 
attempt to laugh him out of it is un- 
kind, and will tend only to confirm him 
ic his views. And to the other party, 
it should be said they have no right to 
judge or condeilin another. If I cannot 
see that the Bible requires a particular 
cut to my coat, or makes it my duty 
to observe a particular festival, he has 
no right to judge mb harshly, or to 
suppose that I am to be rejected and 
condemned, for it. He has a right to 
his opinion ; and while I do not despise 
him, he has no right \o judge me. This 
is the foundation of true charity ; and 
if this simple rule had been followed, 
how much strife, and even bloodshed, 
would it have spared in the church. 
Most of the contentions among Chris- 
tians have been on sul^ects of this n^ 
ture. Agreeing substantially in the 
doctrines of the Bible, they have been 
split up into sects on subjects just about 
as important as those which the apostle 
discusses in this chapter. ^ For God 
hath received him. This is the same 
word that is translated ** receive'' in 
ver. 1. It means here that God hath 
received him kindly; or has acknow- 
ledged him as his own friend ; or he is 
a true Christian. These scruples, on 
the one e\6t or the other, are not in- 
consistent with true piety ; and as God 
has acknowledged him as Am, notwith- 
standing his .opinions on these subjects, 
so -we sIbo ought to recognise him as a 
Christian brother. Utlier denomina- 
tions, though they may diflfer from us 
OR some subjects, may give evidence 
that they are recognised by God as bis, 
and where Ihere is this evidence, we 
should neither despise nor judge them. 
4. IVho art thou, 4c^. That is, who 
gave you this right to sit in judgment 
on others, ^omp. Luke xii. 14. There 
is raference here particularly to thi 
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another man's servant? to his 
own master he standeth or fall- 
eth. Yea, he shall be holden 



Jem, who on ftcbomit of his aneient 
privileges, and becaoae he had the law 
of God, woald aarame the prerogatiTe 
of jnd^ng in the case, and insist on 
conformity to his own views. See Acts 
XT. The doctrine of this epistle is nni- 
formly, that the Jew had no such privi- 
lege, but that in regard to salvation' he 
was on the same level with the Gren- 
tile. Y That yudge^t^ dec Comp. 
James iv. 12. This is a principle of 
common sense and common propriety. 
It is not ours to sit in jndgment on the 
servant of another man. He has the 
control over him ; and if he chooses to 
forbid his doing any thing, or to allow 
him to do any thing, it pertains to hit 
affairs, not ours. To attempt to con- 
trol htm, is to intenneddle improperiy, 
and to become a ** busy-body in other 
menV matters." 1 Pet iv. 16. Thus 
Christians are the servants of God; 
they are answerable to him; and we 
have no right to usurp kU placO) and 
to act as if we were ** lords over his 
heritage.'* I Pet. ▼. 3. ^ To his oron 
matter. The servant is rasponsible to 
his master only. So it is with the 
Christian in regard to God. ^ Ne 
standeth or falieth. He shall be ap- 
proved or condemned. If his conduct is 
such as pleases his master, he shall be 
approved ; if not, he will be condemned. 
K Tea, he shall be holdeii up. This is 
spoken of the Christian only. ' In rela- 
tion to the servant, he might stand or 
fall; he might be approved or con- 
demned. The master had no power to 
keep him in a way of obedience, except 
by the hope of* reward, or the fear of 
punishment But it was not so in re- 
gard to the Christian. The Jew who 
who was disposed to condemn the Gen- 
tile might say, that he admitted the 
general principle which the apostle had 
stated about the servant; that it was 
just what he was saying, ^at be might 
fall, and be condemned. But no, says 
the apostle, this does not ibllow, in ro- 



up : for God * is able to make 
him stand. 

5 One ' man eeteemeth one 

h ImMM. e Col J.iaL 

lation to the Christian. He shall not 
fall. God has power to make him 
stand ; to hold him ; to keep him from 
error, and firom condemnation, and he 
shall be holden up. He shall not be 
suffered to fidl into condemnation, (at 
it is the purpose of God to keep him. 
Comp. Ps. i. 6. This is one of the in* 
ddental but striking evidences that the 
apostle believed that all Christians 
should be kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation. 1 Is able. 
See John x. 39. Though a master 
cannot exort such an influence over a 
servant as to secure his ooedience, yet 
God has this power over his people, 
and will preserve them in a path of 
obedience. '. 

6. One manesteemeth, Qj,Judg'eth 
(a^/nf). ' The word is here properly 
translated esteemeth, Comp. Acts xiii. 
46 ; xvL 16. The word originally has 
the idea of separating, and then dis- 
cerning, in the act. of judging. The 
expression means that one would set a 
higher value on one day than on an- 
other, or would regard it as more sacred 
than others. This was the case with 
the Jevs uniformly, who regarded the 
days of their festivals, and fasts, and 
Sabbaths as peculiarly sacred, and who 
would retain, to no inconsiderable de- 
gree, thdr former riews, even after 
they became converted to Christianity. 
^ Another esteemeth. That is, the 
Gentile Christian. Not having been 
brought up amidst the Jewish customs, 
and not having imbibed their opinions 
and prejudices, they would not regard 
these days as having any special sacred- 
ness. The appointment of those days 
had a special reflsrenee to the Jews* 
They were designed to keep them 
as a separate people, and to prepare 
the nation for the reality, of which 
their rites were but the shadow. When 
the. Messiah came, the paasover, the 
feast of tabernacles, and the other pe- 
culiar festivals of the Jews. of coarse 
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day above another: another es- 
teemeth every day cdike. Let 



vanished, and it is perfectly clear that 
the apostles never intended to inculcate 
their observance on the Gentile con- 
verts. See this subject discussed in the 
second chapter of the epistle to the 
Gtalatians. 1 Every day alike. The 
word " alike'* is not in the original, and 
it may convey an idea which the apos- 
tle did not design. The passage means 
that he regards every day as consecrat- 
ed'to the Lord. ver. 6. The question 
has been agitated whether the apos- 
tle intendis in this to. include the C*iris- 
tian. Sabbath. Does he mean to say 
that it is a matter of indifference whe- 
ther this day be observed, or whether 
it be devoted to ordinary business or 
amusements 1 This is a very important 
question in regard to the Lord's day. 
That the apostle did not mean to say 
that it was a matter of indiffei^nce 
whether it should be kept as holy, or 
devoted to business or amusement, is 
plain from the following considerations. 
(L) The discussion had reference only 
to the peculiar customs of the Jev>», to 
the ritto and . practices - which they 
would attempt to impose oit the Gen- 
tiles, and not to any questions which 
might arise among Christians aa 
Ckrittiant. The inquiry pertained to 
meatf, and festival observances among 
the Jews, and tQ their scruples about 
partaking of the food offered to idols. 
Sec, ; and there is no more propriety in 
supposing that the subject of the Lord's 
day is introduced here than that he 
advances principles respecting baptitm 
and the Lord's rupper, (2.) The 
Lor^s day was doubUess obsisrved by 
all Christians, whether converted from 
Jews or Grentiles. -See 1 Cor. xvi. 2. 
Acts XX. 7. Rev. L 10. Comp. Notes 
on John xx. 26. The propriety of ob- 
servmg that day does not appear to 
have been a matter of controversy. 
The only inquiry was, whether it was 
proper to add to that the observance 
of the Jewish Sabbaths, and days of 
festivals and lasts. (3.) It is expressly 

2 B 2 



every man be fully ^ persuaded 
in his own mind. 



>or, flmiTHl. 



said that those who did not regard the 
day regarded it as not to God, or to 
honour God. ver. 6. They did it as 
a matter of respect to him and his 
institutions, to promote his gloxy, and 
to advance his kingdom. Was this 
ever done by those who disregard the 
Christian- Sabbath 1 Is their design 
ever to promote his honour, and to 
advance in the kiiowledge of him, 
by neglecting his .holy dayl Who 
knows not that the Clnistian Sabbath 
has never been neglected or profaned 
by any design to glorify the Lord Je- 
sus, or to promote his kingdom 1 It is 
for purposes of business, gain, war, 
amusement, dissipation, viiii\ing, crime. 
Let the he^ be filled with a sincere 
desire to horwur the Lord Jema^ and 
the Christian Sabbath will be reve- 
renced, and devoted to die purposes of 
piety. And if any man is disposed to 
plead thit ptuaage ^as an excuse for 
violating: the Sabbath, and devoting it 
to pleasure or gain» let him quote it 
Ju9t a» it ist i. e. let him neglect the 
Sabbath from t> coiucientiotu desire 
to honour Jesus Christ, Unless this 
is his motive,^the passage cannot avail 
him. But this motive never yet influ- 
enced a Sabbath-breaker. ^ Let every 
man, &c. That is, subjects of this 
kind are not to be pressed as matters 
of conscience. Every man is to exa- 
mine them for himself, and act accord- 
ingly. This direction pertains to the 
subject under discussion, and not to any 
other. It does not refer to. subjects 
that were, morally wrong, biit to cere- 
monial observanoeSit Jf the Jew es- 
teemed it wrong to eat meat, he was to 
abstain from it ;. if the Gentile esteem- 
ed it. right, he was to act accordingly. 
The word " be fully persuaded" de- 
notes the highest ' conviction, nst a 
matter of opinion or prejudice, but a 
matter on which the mind is made up 
by examination. See Rom. iv. 21. 2 
Tim. iv. 5. This is the general prin- 
ciple on which. Christluns are called to 
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6 He that * regardeth the 
day, regardeth it unto the Lord : 
and he that regardeth not the 
day, to the Lord he doth not re- 
gard it. He that eateth, eateth 
to the Lord ; for he giveth God 



1 or, 



to' in relation to fetthral days and fttsta 
in the church. If lome Chriatiana 
deem them to be for edification, and 
Buppoae that their piety will be pro* 
moted by pbaerring the days which 
commemorate the birth, and death, and 
temptations of the Lord Jesus, they are 
not to t>e reproached or opposed in 
their celebration. Nor are they to at- 
tempt to impose them on others as a 
matter of conscience, or to reproach 
others because they do not observe 
them. 

6. He that regardeth, Greek, 
Thinheth of; or paya attention to; 
that is, he that obtervet it as a festival, 
or as holy time. ^ The day. Any 
of the days under discussion ; the 
days that the Jews kept as religious oc- 
casions. Y Regardeth it unto the 
Lord. Regards it as holyy or as set 
apart to the service of God. He be- 
lieves that he is reqmred by God to 
keep it, i. e. that the laws of Moses in 
regard to such days are binding on 
him. ^ He that regardeth not the 
day. Or who does not observe such 
distinctions of days as are demanded 
in the laws of Moses. ^ To the Lordy 
&c. That is, he does not believe that 
God require* such an observance. 
Y He that eateth. The Gentile Chris- 
tian, who freely eats all kinds of meat 
▼. 3. ^ Eateth to the Lord, Because 
he believes that God does not forbid it ; 
and becnose he desires, in doing it, to 
glorify God. 1 Cor. x. 31. To eat to 
the Lo'-d^ in this case, is to do it be- 
lieving that such is his will. In all 
oth^r cawes, it is to do it feeling that 
we receive our food from him ; render- 
ing thanks fur his goodness, and de«i- 
roub of being strengdiened that we may 
do his commands. ^ He giveth God 
' ^nkt. Thia is an incidental proof 



thanks : and he that eateth not, 
to the Lord he eateth not ; and 
giveth (vod thanks. 

7 For • none of us liveth to 
himself, and no man dieth to 
himself. 

that it ia our duty to give God Uunki 
at our meals for our food. It ehowi 
that it was the practice of the early 
Christians, and baa the commendation 
of the apostle. It was, also, uniformly 
done by the Jews, and by Uie Lord Je- 
sus. Matt xiv. J9; xxvi. 26. Mark 
vi. 41 ; xiv. 22. Luke ix. 16 ; xxiv. 
30. 1 To the Lord he eateth not. 
He abstains from eating because he be- 
lieves that God requires him to do it, 
and with a desire to obey and honour 
him. ^ .And giveth God thank: That 
is, the Jew thanked- God for the law, 
and for the favour he had bestowed on 
him in giving him more light than he 
had the Gentiles. For this privilege 
th^ valued themselves highly, and 
this feeling, no doubt, the converted 
Jews would continue to retain ; deem- 
ing themselves as specially favoured in 
having a peculiar acquaintance with 
the law of God. 

7. For nof4e of usf &e,' Whether 
by nature Jews or Gentiles. In the 
great principles of religion we are now 
united. Where there was eviden<» of 
a sincere desire to do the will of God 
there should be charitable feeling, 
though there was difference of opinion 
and judgment in many smaller matters. 
The meaning of the expression is, that 
ho- Christian - lives to gratify his own 
inclinations or appetites. He makes it 
his great aim to do the will of God ; tc 
subordinate all his desires to his law 
and gospel ; and though, therefore, one 
should eat flesh, and should feel at li- 
berty to devote to common employ- 
ments time that another deemed racred, 
yet it 'should not be uncharitably set 
down as a desire to indulge his sensual 
appetites, or to become rich. Another 
motive may be supposed, and where 
there is not positive p'^oof to the con- 
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8 For whether we live, we 
live unto the Lord : and whe- 
ther we die, we die unto the. 
Lord ; whether we live there- 
fore, or die, we are the Lord's. 

trary, »hoiif(l 6e supposed. See the 
bcautiAil iUustratton of this in 1 Cor. 
xiii. 4 — 8. To live to onrtetve* is to 
make it the great olject to become rich 
or honoured, -or to indulge in the ease, 
comfort, and pleasures of life. These 
are the aim of all men but Ghnstians ; 
and in nothing else do Christians more 
differ from the world than in this. See 
1 Pet. iv. I, 2. 2 Cor. v. 16. 1 Cor. 
vi. 19, 20. Matt. x. 38 ; xvi. 24. Mark 
viii. .34; x. ^l. Luke ix. 23. On no 
point does it become Christians more 
to examine themselves than on this. 
To live to oursehfet is an evidence 
that we are strangers to piety. And 
if it be the great motive of our lives to 
live at ease (Amos vi. l)^»to gratify 
the flesh, to gain property, or. to be 
distinguished in plares of fashion and 
amu«cment — it is evidence that we know 
nothing of the power of that gospel 
which teaches ^s to tieny ourtelvety 
and take up oiir croia daily i. - ^ JVo 
man* No one, the same Greek word 
{cviu() which is used in the former part 
of the verse. The yvord is used only 
m reference to Christiana here, and 
makes no affirmation about other men^ 
1 Dieth to himaelf. See v6r. 8. This 
expression is used to denote the iiiii- 
veraality or the totality with which 
Christians belong to Grod. Every thing 
is done and PufTered with reference to 
his will. In our conduct, in our pro- 
perty, in our trials, in our death, we 
ate hia ; to be disposed of as he shall, 
please. In the grave, and in the future 
woild, we shall be equally hia. As 
this is the great principle on which aU 
(/hristians live and act we should be 
kind and tender towardb them, though 
in some respects they differ from us. 

6. For vfhetfier ve live. As long 
as we live. ^ fVe live nntorthe Ijord, 
We live to do his wilU snd to promote 
his glor^. This is the grand purpose 
jf tfaie life of the Christian. Other men 



9 For 'to this end Christ 
hothdied, aiid rose, and revived, 
that he might be Lord both of 
the dead and living. 
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live to gratify themselves; the Chr^ 
tian to do those things which the Lord 
requires. By the Lord here the apos- 
tle evidently intends the Lord Jesus, as 
it is evident from ver. 9; and the truth- 
taught here ia, that it is the leading 
and grand purpose of the Christian to 
do honour to the Saviour. It is this 
which constitutes his peculiar charac- 
ter, and which distinguishes him from 
others men. ^ Whether we die. In 
tlie dying state, or in the state of tne 
dead; in the future world. We are 
nowhere our own. In all conditions 
we are Am, and bound to do his will. 
The connexion of this declaration with 
the argument is this :— Since we belong 
to another in every state, and are bound 
to do his will, we have no right to as- 
sume the prerogative of siuing in judg- 
ment on another. We are subjects, 
and are bound to do the will of Christ. 
All other Christians are subjects in 
like manner, and are answerable, not 
to us, but directly .to the Lord Jesus, 
and should have the same liberty of 
conscience that we have. The pas- 
sage proves also that the soul does 
not cease to be conscious at death. 
We Are still the Lord*s ; bis even when 
the body is in the grave ; and his in 
all the future workl. See ver. 9. 

9. For to thio end. For this pur- 
pose or design. The apostle docjs not 
say that this was the only design of his 
death, but that it. was a mara purpose, 
or an object which he had distinctly in 
view. • This declaration is introduced 
in order ta confirm what he had said in 
the previous verse, that in all circum- 
stances we are the^ Lord's. This he 
shows by the fact that Jesns died in or- 
tier that we mig-ht be his. ^ »>9nr/ roae. 
This expression is rejected by most 
modem critics. It is wanting in many 
manuscripts, and has been probably in- 
troduced in the. text from the margin. 
^ jind revived. There is elao a vaii** 
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lion in Um Greek in this place, but 
not 10 great as to diange the sense 
materially. It refers to his rentrrec 
lion, and means that he was rettored 
to Ufein order that he might exerdse 
dominion over the dead and the living. 
5 TVkat he miffht be Lord. Greek, 
That he might rule over. The Greek 
wofd used here implies the idea of his 
being proprietor or owner as well as 
ruler. It means that he mig^t ex- 
ercise entire dominion over aU, as the 
sovereign Lawgiver and Lord. 1 Both 
of the dead. That is, of those who are 
deceased, or who have gone to another 
state of existence. This passage jproves 
that those who die are not annihilated ; 
that they do not cease to be conscious ; 
and that they still are under the domi- 
nion of the Mediator. Though their 
bodies moulder in the grave, yet the 
spirit lives, and is under his control. 
And though the body dies and returns 
to its native dust, yet the Ijord Jesus is 
still its Sovereign, and shall raise it up 
again. 

"God our Redeemer lives, 

And often from the skies 
Looks down and watches all our dost. 

Till he Shan Ind it rise." 

It gives an additional sacredness to t|ie 
grave when we reflect that the tMnb is 
undet the watchful care of the Redeem- 
er. Safe in his hands, the body may 
sink to its native dost with the assu- 
rance that in his own time he will again 
call it forth, with renovated and immor- 
tal powers, to be ibr ever subject to his 
will. With tins view, we can leave 
our friends with confidence in his 
hands when they die, and yield our 
own bodies cheeifuUy to the dust when 
he shall call bur spirits hence. But it 
is not only over ^ebody that his do- 
minion . is established. This passage 
proves that the departed souls of the 
saints are still subject to him. Gomp. 
Matt Txii. 33. Mark xii. 27. He not 
only has dominion over those spirits, 
but he, is their protector and Lord. 
They are safe under his universal do- 
minion. And/ it does much to alleviate 
the pains of separation from pious, be- 
loved friends, to reflect that they depart I 



Btin to love and serve the same Saviour 
in perfect purity, and unvexed by in- 
firraity and sin. Why should we wish 
to readl them from his perfect love in 
the heavens to the poor and imperfect 
service which they would render if in 
the land of the tivingl ^ And Uy^ 
ixag: To the redeemed, while th^ 
remain in this life. He died to ^ur- 
chaoe them to himself that they might 
become his obedient subjects ; and they 
are bound to yield obedience by all the 
sacredness and value of the price which 
he paid, even his own precious blood. 
Gomp. 1 Gor. vL 20, " For ye are bought 
with a price ; therefore glorify God in 
your body and in your spirit, which 
are God V vii. 23. Rev. xiv. 4 (Greek, 
bought). 1 Pet ii. 9 (Greek, purchao* 
ed). if it be asked how this dominion 
over the dead and the Kving is con- 
nected with the death and resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus, we may reply, (1.) 
That it is secured over Ghristians from 
the fact that they are purchaoed or 
ransomed by his precious blood ; and 
that they are bound by this sacred con- 
'sideration to live to hun. This obliga- 
tion every Ghristian feels (1 Pet i. 18), 
and its forc^ is continually resting on 
hiin. It was by the love d Christ that 
he was ever brought to love God at all ; 
and his deepest and . tenderest obliga- 
tions to live to him arise from this 
source. 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. (2.) Jesus, 
by his death and resurrection, establish- 
ed 'a dominion over the grave. He do- 
stroyed him that had the power of death 
(Heb. ii. 14), and triumphed over him. 
Col. ii 15. Satan is a. humbled foe; 
and his sceptre over the grave is wrested 
from his hands. When Jesus rose, in 
spite of 'all the power of Satan and of 
men, he buiet the bands of death, and 
made an invasion on the' dominions of 
the dead, and showed that he had power 
to control alL (3.) This dominion of 
the Lord Jesus is felt by the spirits on 
high. They are subject to him becauoe 
he redeemed them. Rev. v. 9. (4.) It 
is often revealed in tue Scriptures that 
dominion was to be given to the Lord 
Jesus as the reward of his suffering? 
and death. See Note to John xviL 2, 
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10 But why doisit thou judge 
thy brother ? or why. dost thou 
set at nought thy brother ? for 
we shall all stand before the 
judgment-seat of Christ. 

4,6; V.26— 29. Phil. ii. 5—11. Eph. 
I 20, 21. Ueb. u. 9, 10 ; xiL 2. The 
extent of his dominion as mediator is 
affirmed, in this place, only to be over 
the dead and the living ; that is, over 
the human race. Other passages of the 
Scripture, however, seem to imply that 
It extends over alL worlds. 

10. But tohy, &JC Since we are all 
subjects and servants alike, and must 
all stand at the same tribunal, what 
right have we to sit in judgment on 
others ? ^ Thou judge. Thou who 
art a Jewish convert, why dost thou 
attempt to arraign the Gentile disciple, 
as if he had violate4 a law of God 1 
Gomp. ver. 3. ^ JTiy brother, God 
has recognised him as his friend (ver. 
3), and he should be regarded by thee 
as a brother in the same ^unily. ^ Of 
•why dost thou oet at nought* Decpise 
(ver. 3) ; why dost thou, who art a 
Gentile convert, despise the Jewith dis? 
dple as being unnecessarily scrupulous 
and superstitious 1 ^ Thy brother. The 
Jewish convert is now a brother ; and 
all the contempt which you Grentiles 
once cherish^ for the Jew should cease, 
from the fept that he is now a Chris- 
tian, Nothing will do so much, on the 
one hand, to j>i«vent a censorious dis- 
position, and on -the other, to prevent 
contempt for those who are in a dif- 
ferent rank in life,, as to remember 
that they are Chriatiantf bought with 
the same blood, and going to the same 
heaven as ourselves. ^ We mutt all 
otand, iic That is, we must all be 
tried alike at the same tribunal ; we 
must answer for our conduct, not to 
our fellow men, but to Christ ; and, it 
does not become us to sit in judgment 
on each other 

11. For it io "written. This passage 
is recorded in Isa. xlv. 23. It is not 
quoted literally, but the -sense is pre- 
served. In Isaiah there can be no doubt 



11 For it ts written, •As I 
live, saith the Lord, every knee 
shall bow to me, and every 
tongue shall confess to God. 
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that it refers to Jehovah. The speaker 
expressly calls himself Jshoyah, the 
name which is appropriate to God alone, 
and which is never applied to a crea* 
ture. ver. 18. 21. 24, 25. lii the place 
before us, the words are applied by Paul 
expressly to- Christ Comp. ver. 10. 
This mode of quotation is a strong in- 
cidental proof that the apostle regarded 
the Lord'Jesns as divine. On no other 
principle could he have made these quo- 
tations. Y Aa I live. The Hebrew is, 
" I have sworn by myself" One ex- 
pression is equivalent to the other. An 
oath of God is often expressed by the 
phrase "as I Jive.** Num. xiv. 21. Isa. 
xlix. 18. Ezek. v. 11; xiv. 16, &c. 

Y Saith the Lord. These words are 
not in the Hebrew text, but are added 
by the apostle to show that the passage 
quoted was spoken by the Lord, the 
Messiah. Compare Iml xlv.' 18* 22. 

Y Every knee shall bow to me. To 
bow the knee is an act expressing 
homage, submission, or adoration. It 
means that every person shall acknow- 
ledge him as God, and admit his right 
to universal dominion. The passage 
in Isaiah refers particularly to the ho- 
mage which his own people should ren- 
der to him ; or rather, it means that all 
who are saved shall acknowledge fum • 
as their God and Saviour. The original 
reference was not to all men, but only 
to those who should be saved. Isa. xlv- 
17. 21, 22. 24. In this senje the apos- 
tle uses it; not as denoting that all men 
should confess to God, but that all 
ChriotianOf whether Jewish or Gentile 
converts, should alike give account to 
Him. They should all bow before theii 
con^mon God, and acknowledge fas do- 
minion over them. The passage ori- 
ginally did not refer particularly to the 
day of judgment, but expressed the 
truth tiiat all believers should acknow- 
ledge his dominion. It is as applicable, 
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12 So then every one of us 
•hall give account of himself to 
God. 

13 Let us not therefore judge 

bowercr, to tbe judgment, as to any 
other act of homage which hia people 
will render. ^ Rvery tongue tkall cori' 
feu to God, In tbe Hebrew, ** Every 
tongue shall awear.*' Not swear by 
Gottf but to him g that is, pay to him 
our TOWS, or atuwer to him on oath 
for our conduct ; and this is the same 
as confeiting to him, or acknowledging 
him as our Judge. 

\Tt» So theiu Wherefore ; or accord- 
ing to the doctrine of the Old TesU- 
ment ^ Every one of us. That is, 
every Christian; for the connexion' 
retiuires us to understand the aigument 
only of Christiana. At the same time 
it is a truth abundantly revealed else- 
where, tba> all men shall give account 
of their conduct to God. 9 Cor. v. IQ. 
Matt XXV. Ecd. xii. 14. ^ Give ac' 
count ofhimoelf. That is, of his cha- 
racter and conduct; his words and 
actions; his plans and purposes. In 
the fearful arraignment of that day 
every work and purpose shall be 
brought forth, and tried by the unerring 
standard of justice. As we shall be 
called to so fearful an account with 
God, we should not be engaged in con- 
demning our brethren, but should exa- 
mine whether we are prepsred to give 
up our account with joy, and not with 
grief. ^ To God, The judgment will 
be conducted by the. Lord Jesus. Matt. 
XXV. 31 — 46. Acts xviL 31. All judg- 
ment is committed to the Son. John v. 
22. 27. Still we may be said to give 
account to God, (1.) Because He ap^ 
pointed the Messiah to be the Judge 
(Acts xvii. 31); and, (2.) Because 
the Judge himself is divine. The Lord 
Jesus being God as well as man, the 
account will.be rendered directly to the 
Creator as well as the Redeemer of the 
world. In this passage there are two 
incidental proofs of the divinity of the 
Lord Jesus Christ /**>»/, the fret that 
the apostle applies to him language 
which in the prophecy is ezprasaty 



one another any more : but judge 
this rather, that no man put a 
stumbling-block or an occasion 
to fall in his brother's way 

spoken l^ Jehovah; and. Secondly, 
the &ct that Jesus ia declared to be the 
Judge of all. No being that ia not em- 
niacient can -be qualified to judge the 
secrets of all men. None who has not 
teen human purposes at all times, and 
in all places ; who has not been a wit- 
ness of the conduct by day and- by 
nigh t ; who has not teen present with all 
the nee at all tinles, and who in the 
great day cannot discern ^e true charac- 
ter of the soul, can be qualified to con- 
duct the general judgment. Yet none 
can possess these qualifications but God. 
The Lord Jesus, *' the judge of quick 
and dead'* (2 Tim. iv. 1 ), is therefore 
divine. ' 

13* Let no not therefore Judgv, && 
Since we are to. .give account of our- 
selves at the same tribunal ; since we 
must be there on the same level, let us 
not suppose that we have a right here 
to sit in judgment on our fellow-Chria* 
tians. ^ But judge thia rather. U 
disposed to Judge^ let us be employed 
in a better kind of judging; let us come 
to a determination not to injure the 
cause of Christ. This is an instance 
of tbe happy turn which the apostle 
would give to a discussion. Some men 
have an irresistible propensity to sit iii 
judgment, to pronounce opinions. Let 
them make good use of that. It will be 
well to exercise it on that which can 
do no injury, and which may turn to 
good account Instead of forming -a 
judgment about others, let the man 
form a determination about his own 
conduct ^ That no man, &c. A 
otumbling'block literally means any 
thing laid in a man's path, over which 
he may fall. In the Scriptures, however, 
the wocd is used commonly in a figu- 
rative sense to denote any thing which 
shall cause him to sin, as sin is often 
represented by falling. See Note, Matt 
V. 29. And the passage means that we 
should resolve to act so as not by any 
means to be the occasion of leading 
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14 I know, and am persuaded 
by the Lord Jesus, that there is 
nothing * unclean of itself: but 
to him that esteemeth any thing 
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our brethren into sin, either by our ex- 
ample, or by a severe and harsh judg- 
ment, provoking them to anger, or e^- 
piting jealousies,, and envyings, and 
suspicions. No better rule than this 
could be given to promote peace. If 
every Christian, instead of judging his 
brethren severely, would resolve that 
he would so live as to promote peace* 
and so as not to lead others into sin, it 
would tend more, perhaps, than any 
other thing to advance the harmony 
and purity of the church of Christ. 

14. I knoxo. This is an admission 
made to the Gentile convert, who be- 
lieved that it was lawful to partake of 
food of every kind. This the apostle 
concedes ; and says he is fully apprized 
of this. But though he knew this, yet 
be goes on to say (ver. 15), that it 
would be well to regard the conscien- 
tious scruples of others on Ihe subject. 
It may be remarked here that the apos- 
tle Paul bad formerly quite as many 
scruples as arty of his brethren had 
then. But his views had been changed. 
Y »^nd am persuaded. Am convinced. 
^ JSy the Lord Jesus. This does not 
mean by kny ^pjrsonal instruction re- 
ceived from the Lord Jesus, bi^t by all 
the knowledge which he had received 
by inspiration of the nature of the 
Christian religion. The^o«]>tf/of J^us 
had taught him that the rites of the 
Mosaic economy had been abolished, 
and among those rites were the rules 
respecting clean and unclean beasts, 
&c. f There is nothing unclean, Gr. 
common. This word was used by ^e 
Jews to denote that which waa unc/can, 
because, in their appreheni?ion, what- 
ever was partaj^tm by the multitude, or 
all men, must Jhe impure. Hence the 
words common and impure are often 
lised as expressing the same thing. It 
denotes that which was forbidden by 
(he laws of Moses. ^ To him that e»- 
if^neth, dc(^ He mak^ it a mat^fr of 



to be * unclean, to liim it is un- 
clean. 

15 But if thy brother be 
grieved with thy meat, now 

* common. 

conscience.. He regar<]s certain mrata 
as forbidden by God ; and while he so 
regards them, it would be wrong fof 
him to partake of them. Man may be 
in error, but it would not be proper for 
him to act in violation of what he sup^ 
poses God requires. 

15. But if thy brotJier, &c. This 
address is to the Gentile convert In 
the previous verse, Paul admitted that 
the prejudice of the Jew was not well- 
founded. But admitting that still the 
question was, ho-w he should be treated 
while he had^that prejudice. The apos- 
tle here shows the Gentile that he 
ought not so to act as unnecessarily to 
wound his feelings, or to grieve him. 
Y Be grieved. Be pained ; as a con- 
scientious man always is, when he sees 
another, and especially a Christian bro- 
ther, do any thing which he esteems to 
be wrong. The pain would be real, 
though the opinion from which it arose 
might not be well founded. ^ With 
thy meat, Greek, On account of meat, 
ot food ; that is, becausd you eat that 
which he regards as unclean. \ JVov 
rvalhest. To toalh, in the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, often denotes to act, or to do a 
thing. Mark vii. 5» Acts txi. 2 1 . Roiti. vL 
4 ; viii. 1. 4. Here it means that if the 
Gentile convert persevered in the use of 
such food, notwithstanding the consci- 
entious scruples of the Jew, he violated 
the law of love. ^ Charitably, Greek, 
According to charity, or love ; that is, 
he would violate that law which re- 
quired him to sacrifice bis own comfort 
to prQ^note the happiness of his brother. 
] Cor. xiu. 5 ; X. 24. 28. 29. Phil. ii. 4. 2 1 . 
^ Destroy not him. The word destroy 
here refers, doubtless, to the ruin of the 
soul in hell. It properly c^enotea ruin 
or destruction, and is applied to the 
ruin or corruption of various thinga, in 
the New Testament To &/^(Matt 
X. 39) ; to a reward, in the sense df 
/Wf«^ W (Mart ^41. Lttk« xv.i\i 
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walkeat thou not ^ charitably. 
Destroy * not him with thy 
meat, for whom Christ died. 



Icdkartty. 



• ICorAlU 



to food ( J«hn %l 27) ; to the IfraelttM 
npiwented as lo»t or wandering (Matt 
z. 6) , to •ttdtdom that is rendered rain 
(1 dor. L 9^ ; to botilet, rendered use- 
leea (Matt ix. 17), dec Bat it is also 
frequently applied to destruction in hell, 
to the everlasting ruin of the soul. 
Matt X. 28, " Who is able to destroy 
both soul and body in hell." Matt 
xviii. 14. John iii 16. Rom. iL 12. 
That thi9 is its meaning here is appa- 
rent from the parallel plaoe in 1 Cor. 
▼iiL 1 1, '' And through thy knowledge 
•hall thy weak brother perish" If it 
be asked how the eating of meat by 
the Gentile convert could be connected 
with the perdition of the Jew, I reply, 
that the apostle supposes that in this 
way an occasion of stumbling would 
be afibrded to him, and be would come 
into condemnation. He might be led 
by example to partake against his own 
conscience, or he might be excited to 
anger, disgqst, and apostasy from the 
Christian faith. Though the apostle 
believed that all who were trde Chris- 
tians would be saved, Rom. viii. 30 — 
39, yet he believed that it woukl be 
brought about by the use of means, 
and that nothing should be done that 
would tend to hinder or endanger their 
salvation. Heb. vi. 4 — 9 ; ii. 1. God 
does not bring his people to heaven 
without the use of meant adapted to 
the end, Und one of those, means is 
that employed here to wan) professing 
Christians against such conduct as 
might jeopard the salvation of their 
brethren. ^ For -johoni Christ died. 
The apostle speaks here of the possi- 
bility- of endangering the salvation of 
those for whom Chnst died, just as he 
does respecting the salvation of those 
who are in fact Christians. 3y thoee fpr 
whom Christ died, he undoubtedjy refers 
here to fme Chriatiant, for the whole 
discussion relates to them, and .them 
ooly, Comp. ver. 3, 4. 7, 8. This pas- 1 
•4ffe flhottl4 90!jt t|0 brought, there^re, ' 



16 Let not then your good 
be evil spoken of. 

17 For * the kingdom of God 
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to prove that Christ died for all meiiy 

or for any who shall finally perish. 
Such a doctrine is undoubtedly true 
(comp. 2 Cor. v. 14, 16. 1 John ii. 2 
2 Pet ii. 1), but it is not the truth 
which is taught here. The design u 
to show the criminality of a course that 
would tend to the nlin of a brother. 
For these weak brethren, Christ laid 
down his precious life. He loved 
tliem ; and shall we, to gratify our ap- 
petites, pursue a course which wiH 
tend to defeat the work of Christ, and 
ruin the souls redeemed by his blood ? 

16. Let not then your good, dec 
That which you esteem to be ri^t^ 
and which may be right in itself. You 
are not bound by the ceremonial law 
You are free from the yoke of bondage 
This freedom you esteem to be a good 
— a favour — a high privilege. And so 
it is ; but you should not make such a 
use of it as to do injury to others. 
Y Be evil spoken of, Greek, Be 
blasphemed. Do not so use your 
Christian liberty iA to give occasion for 
railing and unkind remarks from your 
brethren, s6 as to produce contention 
and strife, and thus to give rise to evil 
reports among the wicked about the 
tendency of the Christian religion, as 
if it were adapted only to promote con- 
troversy. How much strife would 
have been avoided if all Christians 
had regarded this plain rule. In re- 
lation to dress, and rites, and ceremo- 
nies in the church we may be conscious 
that we are right ; but an obstinate ad- 
herence to them may only give rise to 
contention and angry discussion, and 
to evil repdrts among men, of the ten- 
dency of religion. In such a case we 
should yield our private, unimportant 
personal indulgence to the good of the 
.cause of religion and of peace. 

17. vPor the kingdom of God, Foi 
an explanation of Sibt phrase, see Note, 
Matt i^i. 2. Here it means that the 
peeuli^rit^ of the kingdom of God. 
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is not meat and drink; but 

• PbUA9. AJno.I6.3S.ttf I Pkil.4.7. ec.l5.1$. 

or of the church of Chriit on earth, do 
not consist in obserringthe distinetions 
between meats and drinks. ' It was 
true that by these things the Jews 
had been particularly characterized, 
but the Christian church was to be 
distinguished in a different manner. 
If la not. Does not consist in, or is 
not distinguished by. ^ Meat and 
drink. In observing distinctions be- 
tween different kinds of food, or mak- 
ing such observances a matter of con- 
science as the Jews did. Moses did 
not prescribe any particular drink, or 
prohibit any, but the Nazarites abstain- 
ed from wine and all kinds of strong 
liquors ; and it is not improbable that 
the Jews^ had V invented, some distinc- 
tions on this subject which they judged 
to be of importance. Hence it is said 
in Col. ii. 16y " Let no man judge you 
in meat or t^ drink" Comp. I Cor. 
viii 6 ; iv. 20. ^ JSut righteousness. 
This word here means virtue, integri- 
ty, a foithfuf discharge of all the duties 
which we owe to God or to our fel- 
low-inen. It means that the Christian 
must so live as to be appropriately de- 
nominated a righteous man, and not a 
man whose whole attention is absorbed 
by the mere ceremonies and outward 
forms of religion. To produce this, 
we are told, was the main design, and 
the principal teaching of the gospel. 
Tit iL 12. Comp. Rom. viii. 13. 1 
Pet ii. 11. Thus it is said (1 John 
ii. 29), « Every one that doeth right- 
eousness is bom of God." i\i. 10, 
<* Whosoever doeth not righteousness is 
not of God." Comp. 1 John iii. 7. 1 
Cor. XV. 34. 2 Cor. iii. 9 ; vi. 7. 14. 
Eph. V. 9; vi. 14. 1 Tim. vi. 11. 1 
Pet iL 24. Eph. iv. 24. He that is a 
righteous man, whose characteristic it 
is to lead a holy life, is a Christian. 
If his great aim is to do the will of 
God, and if he seeks to discharge with 
fidelity all his duties to God and man, 
he u renewed. On that righteousness 
be will not depend for salvation (Phil, 
iii. 8, 9), but he will regard this cha- 
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righteousness, ' and peace, ' 
and joy • in the Holy Ghost, 



ratter and this disposition 9m evidence 
that he is a Christian, and that the 
Lord Jesus is made uiil» him "wis- 
dom, and righteousness, and sanctiflca- 
tion, and redemption." 1 Cor. i, 30 
Y And peace. This word, io tlr« 
plaee, does not refer to the lni«inak 
peace and happiness which the Chris* 
tian has in his own nund (ccmp. 
Notes on ch. v. 1) ; but to peace or 
concord in opposition tp contention 
among brethren. The tendency and 
design of the kingdom of God is to 
produce coupord and love, and to put 
an end to alienation and strife. Even 
though, therefore, there might be ground 
for the opinions which some cherished 
in regard to rites, yet it was of more 
importance to maintain peace than ob* 
stinately to press those matters at, the 
expense of strife and contention. That 
the tendency of the gospel is to pro- 
mote peace, and to induce men to la^ 
aside all causes of contention and bittei 
strife, is apparent from the following 
passages of the New Testament 1 
Cor. vii. 15 ; xiv. 33. Gal. v. 22. Eph. 
iv. 3. 1 Thess. v. 13. 2 Tim. ii. 22. 
James iii. 18. Matt v. 9. Eph. iv. 31. 
32. Col. ui. 8. John xiii. 34, 36 ; xvii. 
21 — 23. This is (he second evidence 
of piety on which Christians should 
examine their hearts — a disposition to 
promote the' peace of Jeruwlem. Ps. 
cxxii. 6; xxxvii. 11. A contentious, 
quarrelsome spirit; a disposition to 
magnify trifles ; to - make the Shibbo- 
leth of party an occasion <ii alienation, 
and heart-burning, and discord ; to sow 
dissensions on account of unimportant 
pointe of doctrine or of discipline, is 
full proof that there is no attachment 
to Him who b the Prince of Peace. 
Such a dispoffltion does infinite disho- 
nour to the cause of religion, and per 
haps has done more to retard its pro- 
gress than all other causes put together. 
Contentions commonly arise firom some 
small matter in doctrine, in dress, m 
eeremonies ; and often the smaller the 
matter the more fierce the controversy, 
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18 For he that in these 
things servetii Christ, is ac- 
ceptable to God, and approved 
of men. 

till the spirit of religion tUsappesn, and 
desolation comes over the face of Zion. 

"The Sjkirit, like a peaceful dove, 
Flies fnim the realms of noise and strife." 

^ And joy. This refers, doubtless, to 
the peraotial happiness produced in 
the mind by the influence of the gospel. 
See Notes, ch. v. 1—6. ^ In Ute Holy 
Gho9U Produced by the Holy Ghost, 
ch. V. 5. Comp. Gal. v. 22, 23. 

18. In thete thing'9. In righteous- 
ness, peace, and joy. ^ Serveth ChrUt, 
Or obeys Christ, who has commanded 
them. He receives Christ as his matter 
or teacher, and does tat will in regard 
to them. To do theiie, things is Xti do 
honour to Christ, and to show the ex- 
cellency of his religion. ^ h acceptO" 
ble to Cod: Whether he be converted 
from the Jews or the Gentiles. ^ ^nd 
approved of men. That is, men will 
approve of such conduct; they will 
esteem it to be right, and to be in ac- 
cordance with the spirit of Christianity. 
He does not, say that the wicked world 
will love such a life, but it will com- 
mend itself to them as such a life as 
men ought to lead. 

19. Let tu therefore foUoxoy dec. 
The object of this verse is to persuade 
the church at Rome to lay aside their 
causes of contention, and to live in 
harmony. This exhortation is founded 
on the considerations which the apostle 
had presented, and may be regarded as 
tlie conclusion to which the argument 
had conducted him; 1 The things 
which make for peace. The high pur- 
poses and objects of the Christian reli- 
gion, and not those smaller matters 
which product strife. If men aim at 
the great objects proposed by the Chris- 
tian religion, they will live in peace. 
If they seek to promote their private 
ends, to follow their own passions and 
prejudices, ^ther will be involved in 
strife and contention. There are great 
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after the things which make 
for peace, and * things where- 
with one may edify another 

• Pi.S4.l4lHabJ2.14. • MCor.14.tS. 

common objects before all Christians 
in which they can unite, and in the 
pursuit of which they will cultivate a 
spirit of peace. Let them all strive for 
holiness; let them seek to spread the 
gospel ; let them engage in circulating 
Uie Bible, or in doing good in any way 
to others, ard^ ihcir smaller matters of 
difference will sink into comparative 
unimportance, and they will unite in 
one grand purpose of saving the world. 
Christians have more things in which 
they agree than in which they difler. 
The points in which they are agreed are 
of infinite importance; the points on 
vr^ich they differ are commonly some 
minor matters in. which they may 
** agree to differ," and still cherish love 
for all who bear the image of Christ. 
1 ^nrf things tpherewithy &c That is, 
those things by which we may render 
aid to our brethren ; the doctrines, ex 
hortations, counsels, and pther helps 
which may benefit them in their Chris- 
tian life.. 1 May edify. The word 
edify means properly to huild, as a 
house ; ihen to rebuild or reconstruct / 
then to adorn or ornament ; then to do 
any thing that will confer favour or ad- 
vantage, or which will further an ob- 
ject Applied to the church, it means 
to do any thing by teaching, counsel, 
advice, &c which will tend to promote 
its great object; to aid Christians, to 
enable them to surmount difiScultiee. to 
remove their ignorance, &c. Acts ix. 
31. 1 Cor. viiL 1 ; xiv. 4. In these 
expressions the idea of a building is 
retained, reared on a firm, tried corner- 
stone, the Lord Jesus Christ. Eph. ii. 
20. Isa.xxviii. 16. Comp. Rom. ix 33 
Christians are thus regarded, according 
to Paul's noble idea (Gph.ii. 20—22), 
as one great temple erected^or the glory 
of God, having no separate interest, but 
as united for one object, and therefore 
bound to do all that is possible that 
each other may be fitted to their appro- 
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20 For meat destroy not the 
work of God. All things in- 
deed are pure ; • but it is * evil 
for that man who eateth with 
offence. 

a Titw 1.16. b lCor.8.ia-lS. 

priate place, and perfonn their appro- 
priate function in perfecting and adorn- 
ing this temple of God. 

20. For meat. By yoiir obstinate, 
pertinacious attachment to your own 
opinions about the distinctions of meat 
and drinks, do not pursue such a course 
as to ie.ad a brother into sin, and ruin 
his soul. H^re is a new ai^ument' pre- 
sented why Christians should pursue a 
course of charity — that the opposite 
would tend to the rain of. the brother's 
soul. 1 Destroy- not. The word here 
is that .which properly is applied to 
pulling down an edifice ; and the apos- 
tle continues the figure, which he used 
m the previous verse. Do not pull 
down or destroy the temple whieh God 
is rearing. ^ The work &f GorL The 
work of God is that which God doest 
and here especially refers. to his work 
in rearing his church. The Christian 
is regarded peculiarly as^ the work of 
Qod, as God renews his heart and 
makes him what he is. Hence he is 
called God*s "building*' (1 Cor. iii. 
9), and bis ** workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works" (£ph. 
ii. 10), and is denominated **a new 
creature." 2 Cor. v. 17. The meaning 
is, * Do not so conduct yourself, in re- 
gard to the -distinction of meats into 
clean and unclean, as to cause your 
brother to sin, and to impair or ruin 
the work of relip^on which God is car- 
rying on in his soul.' The expression 
does not refer to, man as being the 
work of God, but to the piety of the 
Christian ; to that which God, by his 
Spirit^ is producing in the heart of the 
believer. 1 Ml things are indeed 
pitre. Comp. ver. 14. This is e con- 
cession to those .whom he wm exhort- 
ing to peace. All things under the 
Christian dispensation are. lawful to be 
e itcn. The distinctions of the Levitical 



%l It 18 good neither to eat 
flesh, nor to drinji wine, nor 
any thing whereby thy brother 
stumWeth, or is offended, or is 
made weak. 



law are not binding on Chiislianfl. 
T But it is evil. Though pure in itself 
yet it may become an occasion of sinj 
if another is grieved by it It is evil to 
the man who pursues a course that 
will give offence to a brother ; that will 
pain him, or tend to drive him off from 
the church, or lead him any way into 
sin. ^ With offence,- So as to offend a 
brotfaer,.such as he esteems to be sin, 
and by which he will be grieved. 

21. // is good. It is right; or it is 
better. This verse is an explanation 
or enlarged specification of the mean* 
ing of ihe former. 1 Toeatjlesh, That 
is, such flesh as the Jewish cotivert 
regarded as unclean, ver. 2. \ ,Xor to 
diink wine. Wine waus a common 
drink among the Jews, and usually es- 
teerqed lawful. But the Nazarttes were 
not allowed to drink it (Num. vi. 3), 
and the Rechabites (Jer. xxxv.) drank 
no wine, and it is possible that some 
of the early converts regarded it as un- 
lawful for Christians to drink it. Wine 
was moreover used in Ubationis in hea- 
then worship, and perhaps the Jewish 
converts might be scrupulous about its 
use from, this cause. I'he caution here 
shows us what should be done now in 
regard to the use of wine. It, may not 
lie possible to prove that wine is abso- 
lutely unlawful, but still many friends 
of temperance regard it as such, and 
are grieved at its \ise. They esteem 
the habit of using it as tending to in- 
temperance, and as encouraging those*^ 
who cannot afford expensive liquors. 
Besides, the wines which are now used 
are different from those which were 
common among the ancients. That 
was the pure juice of the grape. That 
which is now in common use is min- 
gled with alcohol, and with other in- 
toxicating ingredients. Little or none 
of the wine which comes '^to this eouli- 
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22 Hast thou faith T have it to 
thyself before God. Happy • ia 
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try is pare. And in Uub state of the 
ease, does not the command of the apos- 
tle here require the friends of temper- 
ance to abstain even from the use of 
wine ? ^ JVbr any thing'. Any article 
of food or drink, or any course of con- 
duct 80 valuable is peace, and so de- 
sirable is it not to offend, a brother, that 
we should rather deny ounelves to -any 
extent, than to be the occasion of 
oflfences and scandals in the church. 
Y Stumbleth, For the diflference be- 
tween this word and the word offended^ 
see Note, Bom. xi. 11. It means here 
that by eating, a Jewish convert might 
be lead to eat also, contrary to his own 
conviction of what waft right, and thus 
be led into sin. ^ Or it made -weak. 
That is, shaken, or rendered less stable in 
his opinion or conduct. 'By being led to 
imitate the Gentile convert, he would 
become less firm and established ; he 
would violate his own conscience; his 
course would be attended with regrets 
and with doubts about its propriety, 
and thus he would be made veak. In 
this verse we have an eminent instance 
of the charity of the apostle, and of his 
spirit of concession and kindness. If 
this were regarded by all Christians, it 
would save no small amount of strife, 
and heart-burnings, and contention. 
Let a man begin to act on the principle 
^at peace is to be promoted, that other 
Christians are not to be offended, and 
what a change' would it at once pro- 
duce in the churches, and vrhat an in- 
fluence would it exert over the life.r 

32. Haat thou faitkf The word 
faith here, refers only to the subject un- 
der discussion — ^to the subject of meats, 
drinks, dec. Do you believe that it is 
right to^eat all kinds of food, dec. . The 
apostle had admitted that this was the 
true doctrine; but he maintains that it 
should be so held as not to give offence. 
1 Have it to thyself. Do not obtnMe 
your faith or opinion on others. Be 
satisfied with cheHMiing the opinioh, 
and acting on it in private, without 



he that condemneth not himself 
in that thing which he alloweth 

bringing it forward to produce disturt> 
ance in the church. ^ Before God 
Where <jod only is the witness. God 
sees your sincerity, and will approve 
your opinion. That opinion cherish 
and act on, yet so as not to give ofiEence, 
and to produce disturbance in . the 
church. God sees your sincerity ; he 
sees that you aze right ; and you will 
not offend him. Your brethren do not 
see that you are right, and they will be 
ofifonded. . ^ Happy it her, dtc. This 
state of mind, the apostle .says, is one 
that is attended with pe^ce and happi- 
ness ; and this is ^further reason why 
they should indulge their opinion in 
private, without obtruding it on others. 
They were congous of doing right, 
and that consciousness was attended 
with peace. This fiict he states in the 
form of a universal preposition, as ap- 
plicable not only to thii case, but to all 
cases. Comp. 4 John iii. 21. ^ Con- 
demneth not himself. Whose con- 
science does not reprove him. ^ In 
that -which he alloxoeth. Which he 
approves, or which he does. Who has 
a clear conscience in his opinions and 
conduct. Many men indulge in prac- 
tices which their consciences condemn , 
many in practices of which they are in 
doubt But the way to be happy is to 
have a clear conscience in wluit we 
do ; or in other words, if we have doubti 
about a course of conduct, it is not safe 
to indulge in that course, but it should 
be at once abandoned. Many men are 
engaged in business about which 
they have many doubts ; many Chris- 
tians are in doubt about certain courses 
of life. But they can have no doubt 
about the propriety^ of abstaining from 
them. They who are engaged in the 
slave-trade ; or they who are engaged 
in the manufacture or sale of ardent i^i- 
rits ; or they who frequent the theatre 
or the Imll-room, or who run the round 
of fashionable amusements^ if profess- 
ing Christians, must oflen be troubled 
with ffiany doubts about the propriety 
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23 And he that ^ doubteth is 
damned if he eat, because he eat- 

1 or, iiMetmtih vnd futUth g. diffennea tefiewn rntaU. 

of their manner of life. But they can 
have no doubt about the propriety of 
an opposite course. Perhaps a single 
inquiry would settle all debate in re- 
gard to these things : Did any one ever 
become a tlave-dealer^^or a dealer in 
ardent spirits, or go. to the theatre, or 
engage in scenes of splendid atnusc' 
ments, -with any belief that he was 
imitating the Lord Jesus Christ, or 
with any desire to honour him or his 
religion f But one answer would be 
given to this question ;. and in view of 
it, how striking is the remark df Paul, 
** Happy is. he that condemneth not 
himself in, that which he alloweth." 

23. He that doubteth. He that is 
not fully satisfied in his mind; who 
does not do it with a clear conscience. 
The margin has it rendered correctly, 
** Ho that discemeth and putteth a dif- 
ference between meats.*' He that con- 
scientiously believes^ as the Jew did, 
that the Levitical law respecting. the 
difference between meats Was* binding 
on Christians. ^ /• damned. We ap- 
ply this word almost exclusively to the 
future punishment of the wicked in 
hell. But it is of importance to remem- 
ber, in reading the Bible, that this is 
not of necessity its meaning. It means 
properly to condemns and here it means 
only that the person who should thus 
violate the dictates of his conscience 
would incur guilt, and would be blame- 
worthy in doing it But it does not 
affirm that he would inevitably sink to 
helL The same construction is to be 
put on the expressipn in 1 Cor. xL S9, 
*< He that eateth and drinketh unwor- 
thily, eateth aqd drinketh damnation 
to himself ^ For whatsoever, &c 
Whatever is not done with aJuU con^ 
viction that it is right, is sinful s 
whatever ts done when a man doubts 
whether it is right, is sin. This is 
evidently the fair intepretation of this 
place. Such the connexion requires. 
It does not affirm that all or any of 
Ifao actions of 'mpenitent and unbe- 
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eth not of fkith : for whatsoevei 
" is not of faith is sin. 

• Btib.ll.e. 

lieving men are sinful, which is true, 
but not the truth taught here ; nor does 
It affirm that all acts which are not per- 
formed by those who have fiedth in the 
Lord Jesus, are sinful; but the discus- 
flion pertains to Christians; and the 
whole scope of the passage requires us 
to understand the apostle as simply 
saying that a man should not do a 
thing doubting its correctiiess ; that he 
should have a strong conviction that 
what he does is right ; and that if he 
has not this conviction, it is sinful. The 
rule is of universal application. In all 
cases, if a man does a thing which he 
does not believe to be right, it is a sin, 
and his conscience will condemn him 
for it It may be proper, however, to 
observe that the converse of this is not 
always true, that if a man believes a 
thing to be right, that therefore it is not 
sin. For many of the persecutors were 
conscientious (John xvL 2. Acts xxvi. 
9) ; and t^e murderers of the Son of 
God did it~ ignorantly (Acts iii. 17. 1 
Cor. ii. 8) ; and yet were ^jui^d as 
guilty of'^ enormous crimes. Comp. 
Luke XL 50, 51. Acts ii 23. 37. 

In this chapter we have a remarkably 
fine diffcussion of the nature of Chris- 
tian charity. Di£forences of opinion 
will arise, and men will be divided into 
various sects ; b\it if the rules which are 
laid down in this chapter were follow- 
ed, the contentions, and altercations, 
and strifes among Christians would 
cease. Had these rules been applied 
to the controversies about rites, and 
forms, and festivals, that have arisen, 
peace might have been preserved. 
Amid all such diffisrences, the great 
question is, whether there is true love 
to the Lord Jesus. If there is, the apo«> 
de teaches us that we have no right to 
judge a brother, or despise him, or con- 
tend harshly with him. Our object 
diould be to promote peace, to aid 
him in his efforts to become holy, 
and to seek to build him up in h< ly 
fiiith. 
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\UE then that are strong ought 
to * bear the infirmities of 
the weak» and not to please our- 
selves. 

2 jjet every one of us please 
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CHAPTER XV. 

It may be of importance to state that 
betwfien the last verse of the preceding 
chapter and the first verse of this, the , 
Arabic version, some MSS. and many 
of the Greek fathers^ as Chrysostom, 
Theodoret, Theophylact, ^c have in- 
troduced ver. 85 — 27 of ch. xvi. of 
this epistle. Why this was done, has 
been a matter of controversy. The dis- 
cussion, however, is of no practical im- 
portance, and most critics concur in 
the opinion that the present arrange- 
ment of the Greek text is genuine. 

1. H^e then that are strong',. The 
apostle resumes the subject of the pre- 
ceding chapter ; and continues the ex- 
hortation to brotherly love and mutual 
kindness and forbearance. By the 
•trong" here he means the strong in 
faith in respect to the fnatters under 
discussion; those whose minds were 
free from doubts and perplexities. His 
own mind was free from doubt, and 
there were many others, particularly of 
the Gentile converts, that had the same 
views. . But many also, particularly of 
the Jewish converts, had many doubts 
and scruples. ^ Ought 4o bear. This 
word bear properly means to lift upt to 
bear away, to remove. But here it is 
used in a larger sense ; to bear -withj 
to be indulgent to, to endure patiently, 
not to contend -with. Gal. vi. 2. Rev. 
ii. 2, " Thou canst not bear them that 
are evil." ^ And not to please our- 
selves* Not to make it our main object 
to gratify our own wills. We should 
be willing to deny ourselves, if by it we 
may promote the happiness of others. 
'I'his reftTB particularly to opimons 
about meats and drinks ; but it may be 
applied to Christian conduct generally, 
as denoting that we are not to make 
9ur own happiness or gratification the 



his neighbour * for his good to 
edification. 

3 For even Christ • pleased 
not himself; but, as it is written, 
** The reproaches of them that 
reproached thee fell on me. 

b lCor.9.19. Phil.2.4,6. c J110.6JS. d PkCSlS 

Standard of our conduct, but are to seek 
the welfare of others. See the example 
of Paul, 1 Cor. ix. 19. 22; see also 
Phil. ii. 4. I Cor. xiii. 6, ** Love seek- 
eth not her own.'* x. 24, ** Let no man 
seek his own, but every man another's 
wealth." Also Matt xvi. 24. 

2. Please his neighbour. That is, 
all other perM>ns, but especially the 
friends of the Redeemer. The ' word 
neighbour here has especial reference 
to the members of the church. It is 
often used, however, in a much larger 
sense. See Luke x. 36. ^ For his good. 
Not seek to secure for him indulgence 
in those things which wduld be injuri- 
ous to him, but in all those things 
whereby his welfare would be pro- 
moted. Y To edification. See Note, 
ch. xiv. 19.^ 

3. For even Christ. The apostle 
proceeds, in his usual mariner, to illus- 
trate what he had said by the example 
of the Saviour. To a Christian, the 
example of the Lord Jesus will furnish 
the most ready, certain, and happy illus- 
tration of the nature and extent of his 
duty. ^ Pleased not himself This 
is not to be understood as if the Lord 
Jesus did not voluntarily and cheerfully 
engage in his great work. He was not 
compelled to come and suffer. Nor is 
it to be understood as if he did not ap- 
prove the work, or see its propriety and 
fitness. If he had not, he would never 
have engaged in its sacrifices and self- 
denials. But the meaning may be ex- 
pressed in the following particulars: 
(1.) He' came to do the will or desire 
of God, in undertaking the work of 
salvation. It was the will of God ; it 
was agreeable to the divine purposes, 
and the Mediator did not consult his 
own happiness and honour in heaven, 
but cheerfully came to th the vdU ol 
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4 For whatsoever • things 
were written aibretime were 
written for ojar learning, that 
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God. Ps. xl. 7, 8. Comp. Heb. z. 
10. Phil. ii. e. John xvii. 6. (2.) 
Christf when on earth, made it his 
great object to do the will of Qod, to 
finish the ^ork which God had given 
him to do, and not to seek his own 
comfortand enjoyment This he ex- 
pressly affirms. John vi. 38; v. 30. 
(3.) He was willing for this to endure 
whatever trials and pains the will of 
God might demand, not seeking to 
avoid them or to shrink from them. 
See particularly his prayer in the gar- 
den. Luke xxii. 42. (4.) In hia life, 
he did not seek personal comfort, 
wealth, or friends, or honourr. H^ 
denied himself to promote the welfare 
of others ; he was poor that liiey might 
be rich ; ho was in. lonely places that 
he might seek out the needy and pro- 
vide for them. Nay, he did not seek 
to preserve his own life when the ap- 
pointed time came to die, but gave him- 
self up for all. (5.) There may be 
another idea which the apostle had 
here. He bore with patience the ig- 
norance, blindness, erroneous views, 
and ambitirus projects of his disciples. 
He evinced kindness to them when in 
error; and was not harsh, censorious, 
or unkind, when they were filled- with 
vain projects of ambition, or perverted 
his words, or were dull of apprehen- 
sion. So, saya the apostle, we ought 
to do in relation to our brethren. ^ But 
as it is "written. Ps. Ixix. 9. This 
psalm, and the former part of this 
verse, is referred to the Messiah. 
Comp. ver. 21 with Matt xzvti. 34. 48. 
1 The reproaches. The cahimnies, 
censures, harsh, opprobrious speeches. 
1 Of them that reproached thee: Of 
the wicked, who vilified and abused 
the law and government of God. ^ Fell 
on me. . In other words, Christ was 
willing to suffer reproach and contempt 
in order to do good to others. He en- 
dured' calumny and contempt all his 



we through patience and com- 
fort of the Scriptures miglit 
have hope. 



life, firom those who by their lips and 
lives calumniated G<xl, or, reproached 
their Maker. We may learn here, 
(1.) That the contempt of Jesus Christ 
is contempt of him who appointed, him. 
(2.) We may see the kindness of the 
Lord Jesus in being wilting thus ta; 
throw himeelf between the sinner and 
God ; to intercept, as it were, our sins, 
and to bear the elSects of them in his 
own person. He stood between ue 
and God ; and both the i^proachea and 
the divine displeasure due to them, met 
on his sacred person, and produced the 
sorrows of the atonement^hi^ bitter 
agony in the garden and on the cnte. 
Jesus thus showed hi/B love of God in 
being willing to bear the reproaches 
aimed at him ; and Jiis l6ve to men iu 
being willing to endure the sufierings 
necessary to atone for these very sins. 
(3.) If Jesus thus bore reproaches, we 
should be willing also to endure them. 
We sufier in the cause where he has 
gone before us, and where he has set 
u» the example ; and as.Ae was abused 
and vilified, we should be willing to be 

so ^IsOk 

4. Tor whatsoever thin^Sf&c. This 
is a general observation which struck 
the mind of the apostle, from the parti- 
cular case which he had juat specified. 
He had just made use of a striking pas* 
sage in the Psalma to his purpose. 
The thought seems suddenly- to have 
occurred to him that all the Old Testa- 
ment was admirably adapted to express 
Christian duties and doctrine, and he 
therefore turned aside from his direct 
argument to express this sentiment. 
It should be read as a fiaren thesis. 
1 fVere written aforetime. That is, 
in ancient times; in the Old Testa- 
ment. ^ For our learning;'. For our 
teaching or instruction. Not that this 
wad the only purpose of the writings 
of the Old Testament, to instruct Chris- 
tians; l)ut that all the Old Testament 
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5 Now the God of patience 
and consolation grant you to be 
like-minded ■ one toward ano- 
ther, * according to Christ Jesus; 
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might be tuefol now in illastrating and 
enforeing the doctrines and duties of 
piety towards God and man. ^ Through 
patience. This does not mean, as our 
translation might seem to suppose, pa- 
tience «/ the Scriptures, but it means 
that by patiently enduring sufferings, 
in connexion with the consolation 
which the Scriptures fnmlah, we might 
have hope. The tendency of patience, 
the apostle tells ns (Rom. ▼. 4), is to 
produce hope. See Notes on this place. 
1 Jind comfort of the Scripture*. By 
means of the consolation which the 
writing^ of the Old Testament furnish. 
The word rendered comfort means also 
exhortation or admonition. If this is 
its meaning here, it refers to the admo- 
nitions which the Scriptures suggest, 
instructions which they impart, and the 
exhortations to patience in trials. If it 
means comfort, then the reference is to 
the examples of the saints in affliction ; 
to their recorded expressions of confi- 
dence in God in their trials, as of Job, 
Daniel, David, dec. Which is the pre- 
cise meaning of the word here, it is not 
easy to determine. ^ Might have hope. 
Note, ch. ▼. 4. We may learn here, 
(1.) That afflictions may prove to be a 
great blessing. (2.) That their proper 
tendency w to produce hopei (3.) That 
the way to find support in afflictions is 
to go to the Bible. By the example of 
the ancient saints, by the expression of 
their confidence in God, by their pa- 
tience, "we may team to sufier,«nd may 
not only be instructed, but may find 
comfort in all our trials S«e the ex- 
ample of Paul himself in 2 Cor. i. 3 
-11. 

6. JW^w the God ofpaH^nte, The 
G^ who is A«»iMfr(^ long-suffering, who 
bears patiently with the errors and 
faults of his children, and who can 
gfoe patience, may he give you of his 
Spirit, that you may beeur patiently the 



6 That ye may with one ' 
mind and one mouth glorify 
God, even the Father of oui 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

-ft Aeto 4.84,98. 



infirmities and errors of each other. 
The example of God here, who bears 
long with lus children, and is not angry 
soon at their offences, is a strong argu- 
lUent why Christians should bear with 
each other. If God bears long and pa- 
tiently with our infirmities, -we ought to 
bear with each other. ^ And consolo' 
tion. Who gives or imparts consola- 
tion. ^ To be like-minded, &c. Gr. 
To think the same thing ; that is, to 
be united, to keep firom divisions and 
strifes. Y According to Christ Jesus, 
According tor the example and spirit 
of Christ; his was a spirit. of peace. 
Or, according to what his religion re- 
quires.. The nam^-of Christ is some- 
times thus put for his religion. 2 Cor. 
XL 4. Eph. iv. 20. If all Christians 
would imitate the example of Christ, 
and follow his instructions, there would 
be no contentions among them. He 
earnestly sought in his ^parting prayer 
their uni^ and peace. John xviL 21 
—23. 

6, That ye may toith one mind. The 
word herd used is translated " with one 
accord," Acte i. 14 ; it 1 ; iv. 24. It 
means unitedly, with one purpose, 
without contentions, and strifes, and 
Jan. ^ And one mouth. This refers* 
doubtless, to their prayers and praises. 
That they might join, without conten- 
tion and unkind feeling, in the worship 
of God. Divisions, strife, and conten- 
tion in the church prevent union in 
worship. Though the body may bo 
there, and ,the church professedly en- 
gaged in public worship, yet it is a </»- 
xdded service ;; and the prayers of strife 
and contention are not heard. Isa. Iviii. 
4. Y Glorify God. Praise or honour 
God. This would be done by their 
union,, peace, and harmony; thus 
showing the tendency of the gospel to 
overcome the sources of strife and con- 
tention among men, and to bring tliem 
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y Wherefore receive ye one 
another, as Christ also received 
■ us, to the glory of God. 

8 Now I say that Jesus 
Christ was a minister of the cir- 
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to peace. ^ Even the FcUher, &c» 
This IB an addition designed to pro- 
duce love. (1.) He ia a Father g we 
then, his children, should regard him' as 
pleased with the union and peace of 
his family. (2.) He ia the Father of 
OUR Loan ; our common Lord ; our 
Lord who has commanded us to be 
united, and to love one another. By 
the desire of honouring 9uch a Father, 
we should lay aside contentions, and 
be united in the bands of love. 

7. Where/ore. . In view of all the 
considerations tending to produce unity 
and love, which have been presented. 
He refers to the various arguments in 
this and the preceding chapter, ^ Bo- 
teive ye one another,. Acknowledge 
one another as Christians, and treat 
one another as such, though yon may 
differ in opinion about many smaller 
matters. See ch. xiv. 3. ^ Ji9 Chriot 
also received ue. That is, received us 
as his friends and followers. See ch. 
xiv. 3. ^ To the glory of God. In 
order to promote his glory. He has re- 
deemed us, and renewed us, in order to 
promote the honour of God. Comp. 
Eph. 1. 6. As ChriBt has received us 
in order to promote the glory of God, 
so ought we to treat each other in a 
similar manner for a similar purpose. 
The exhortation in this verae is to those 
who had been divided on various pointtf 
pertaining to rites and c^vemoiiies ; to 
those who had iMen converted from 
among GentiUo and Jenooi and the 
apostle here says that Christ had re- 
ceived both.^ In order to enforce this, 
and especially to show the Jevhh con- 
verts that they ought to receive and 
acknowledge their Gentile brethren, he 
proceeds to show, in the following 
yers^ that Christ had reference to both 
in his work. He shows' this in reference 
io the Jeroe (ver. 8), and to the Gen- 



cumcision for the truth of God, 
to confirm ' the promises made 
unto the Fathers. 

9 And that the Gentiles might 
glorify God for his mercy; as 

ftAeti8Jt,»* 

Hlea (ver. 9—12). Thus he draws 
all hb arguments from the work of 
Christ. 

8. AVw / aay. I affirm, or mam 
tain. I, a /«w, admit that his work had 
reference to the Jews; I affirm also 
that it had reference to the Gentiles. 
Y That Jeouo. Chrut, That the Meo- 
eiah. The force of the apostle's rea- 
soning would often be more striking 
if he would retain the word Meanah, 
and not regard the word Christ as a 
mere surname. It is the name of his 
ojPce / and to a Jew the name Mee- 
nah would convey much more than 
the idea of a mere proper name. Y Woe 
a minister of. the circumcition. Exer- 
cised his office — the office of the Mes- 
siah — among the Jews, or with respect 
to the Jews, for the purposes which he 
immediately specifies. He was bom 
a Jew ; was circumcised ; came to that 
nation ; and died in their, midst, with- 
out having gone himself to any other 
people. Y For the truth of God. To 
confirm or establish the truth of the 
promises of Qod. He remained among 
them in the exercise of his ministry to 
show that God was true, who had said 
that the Messiah should come to them. 
1 To confirm the promises, &c. To 
eotabliahj or to~show that the promises 
were true. See Note, Acts iiL 26, 
26. The promioek referred to here, are 
those particularly which related to the 
coming of the Mei^ah. By thus ad- 
mitting that the Messiah was the 
minister of the circumcisibn, the apos- 
tle conceded all that the Jew could ask, 
that he was to be peculiarly their Mes- 
siah. See Note, Luke xxiv. 47. 

9. Jind^that the Gentiles, &c. The 
benefits of the gospel were not to be 
confined to the Jews: and as Grod de» 
signed that those benefits should be 
extended to the Gentiles, so the. Jew 
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it is written, • For this cause I 
will confess tu thee among; the 
Gentiles, and sing unto thy name. 

10 And again he saith, * Re- 
joice, ye Gentiles, with his peo- 
ple. 

11 And again, ' Praise the 
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uh converts ought to be willing to ad- 
mit them and treat them as brethren. 
Tbat God did design this, the apostle 
proceeds to show. 5 Might glorify 
God. Might braioe, or give thanks to 
God. This implies that the favour 
shown to tbem was a great favour. 
5 For his mercy. Grreek, On account 
of the mercy shown to them. ^ ^e it 
is vntten. Ps. xviii. 49. The expres- 
sion there is one of David's. -He says 
that be will praise God for his mercies 
among the heathen, or when surround^ 
ed by the heathen ; or that he would 
confess and acknowledge the mercies 
of God to him, as we should say, to all 
the toorUL The apostle, however, uses 
it in this sense, that the Gentileo would 
participate with the Jew in offering 
praise to God, or that they would be 
united. This does not appear to have 
been the original design of David in 
the psalm, but the -wordo exprese the 
idea of the apostle. ^ Jind sing, dec 
Celebrate thy praise. This supposes 
that benefits would be conferred on 
them, for which they would celebrate 
bis goodness. 

10. .And again^ &c Dent xxxiL 
43. In this place the nationo or Gen- 
tiles are called on to rejoice with the 
Jews, for the interposition of Godwin 
their behalf. The design of the quota- 
tion is to show that the Old Testament 
speaks of the Gentiles as called on to 
celebrate the praises of God ; of course, 
the apostle infera that they are to be 
introduced to the same privileges as his 
people. 

1 1. .^nd again. Ps. cxvii. 1. The 
object in this quotation is the same as 
before. The apostle accumulates quo- 
tations to show that it was the common 
language of th^ Old TesUment* and 



I«ord, all ye Gentiles ; and laud 
him, all ye people. 

12 And again Esaias saith, * 
There shall be a root ' of Jesse 
and he that shall rise to reign 
over the Gentiles ; in him shall 
the Gentiles trust. 

tflMUll.1,13. e B«T.6.6,tt.l«. 

that he was not depending on a single 
expression for the truth of his doctrine 
^ AU ye GeiuOrs. In thd pealm, ^ all 
ye nations;** but the original is the 
same. 1 And laud him. Praise him. 
The psalm is' directly in point. It. is 
a call on all nations to praise God; 
the very point in the discussion of the 
apostle. 

12. Esaias saith. Isaiah ch. xi. I 
10. ^ There shall be a root, A de- 
scendant, or one that should proceed 
from him when he was dead. When a 
tree dies, and falls, there may remain a 
root which shall retain life, and which 
shall send up a sprout of a similar 
kind. So Job says (ch. xiv. 7), " For 
there is hope of a tree, if it be cut 
down, tbat it will sprout again, and 
that the tender branch thereof will not 
cease." So in relation to Jesse. Though 
he should fall, like an aged tree, yet 
bis name and' family should not be ex* 
tincL 'I*bere should be a descendant 
who should rise, and reign over the 
Gentiles. The Lord Jesus is thus call- 
ed also the ** root and the offspring of 
David." Rev. xxii. 16; v. 5. 1 OJ 
Jesse. The father of David. 1 Sam. 
xvii. 68. The. Messiah was thus de- 
scended from Jesse. ^ He that shall 
rise. Tbat is, as a sprout springs up 
from a decayed or fallen tree. Jesus 
tiius rose (nnn the ftunily of David, that 
had fallen into poverty and humble 
Ufe in the time of Mary. ^ To reign 
over the Gentiles. This Is quoted 
from the LXX. of Isa. xi. 10. The He- 
brew is, <* Which shall stand up for an 
ensign of the people;" tbat is, a 
standard to which they shall flock. 
Either the Septuagint or the Hebivw 
would express, the idea of the apostle. 
The mi bo i a nii a i mom im retained. 
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13 Now the God of hope fill 
you with all "joy and peace in 
believing, that ye may abound 
in liope, through the power of 
the Holy Ghost. 



a e. 14.17. 



though it 18 not literally qaoted. The 
idea of bis reigning over the Gentiles 
is one that is fully expressed in the 
second psalra^ 1 In him, dec. Hebrew, 
'* To it shall the Gentiles seek." The 
sense, however, » the same. The de- 
sign of this quotation is the same as 
the preceding, to bhow that it was pre- 
dicted in the Old 'restament th^t the^ 
GentiJes should bo made pertbki::^ of 
the privilegps of the gospel. The argu- 
ment of the apostle is, that if this was 
designed, then converts to Christianity 
firoro among the Jev9 should iay aside 
their prejudices, and receive them as 
their brethren, entitled to the same 
privileges of the gospel as themselves. 
The fact that tl^e Gentiles would be 
admitted to these privijeges, the apos- 
tle had more fully discussed in ch. z. xi. 

13. J^mv the God of hope. The God 
who ihtpiree, or produce* the Chris- 
tian bope« ^ AUjoy and peace, ch. 
xiv. 17. If they were filled with this, 
there would be no strife and conten- 
tion. ^ In believing. The effect of 
believing is to produce this joy and 
peace. ^ That ye may abound, 6ie, 
That your hope may be steadfast and 
strong. ^ Through the po-wer, iic By 
means of the powerful operation^of the 
Holy- Spirit. It is by his power alone 
that the Christian has the -hope of 
eternal Hfe. See £^h. L 13, 14. Rom. 
viii. 24. . 

14. And I mytelf alto. The apos- 
tle here proceeds to show them why he 
had written this epistle and to state his 
confidence in them. He had exhorted 
ihem to peace ; he had opposed some of 
their atrongest prtjodices ; and in or- 
der to secure their obedience to his in*' 
junctions, he now shows them the deep 
hiterest which he had in their wel- 
fare, though he had hever seen them. 
^ Am pei^eitaded. He had never seen 
them (ch. i. lO*-!.")), but he bad full 



14 ^nd I myself also am per- 
suaded *of you, my brethren, that 
ye also are full of goodness, fill- 
ed with all knowledge, « able 
also to admonish one another. 
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confidence in them. This confidence 
he had expressed more fully in the 
first chapter. 1 Ofyotu Concerning 
you. I have full confidence in yoa 
Y My brethren. An address of affec- 
tion ; showing that he was not disposed 
to assume undue authority, or to lord 
it over their faith. ^ Are full of 
goodniao. Filled with kindnean or 
benevolence. That is, they were dia- 
posed to obey any just commands; 
and that consequently any errors in 
their opinions and conduct had not 
tieen the efkci of oostinacy or per- 
verseness. There was indeed danger 
in the city of. Rome of pride and 
haughtiness; and among the Gentile 
converts there might Lave been some 
reluctance to receive instruction from 
a foreign Jew. But the apostle vi»8 
persuaded that all this was pvercome 
by the mild and humbling spirit of re- 
ligion, and that they were disposed to 
obey any justcommands. He made this 
observation, therefore, to conciliate re- 
spect to his authority as an apostle. 
^ Filled with all knowledge. That is, 
instructed in the doctrines and duties 
of the Christian^ religfon. This was 
true; but there might be still some 
comparatively unimportant and non- 
essential points, ^n which they might 
not ^be entirely clear. On these, the 
apostle had written ; and written, not 
professedly to communicate new ideas, 
but to remind them of the great prin- 
ciples on which they were before in- 
structed, ver. 15. ^Ableai9o,6LC That 
is, yoa are so fully instructed iu Chri^ 
tian principles, as to be able to give 
advice and counsel, if it is needed. 
From this verse we may learu, (1.) 
That when it is our duty to give in- 
struction, admonition, or advice, it 
should be in a kind, conciliating man- 
ner ; not witb hardiness, or with the 
aoverity of anlhority. Even an apuUt 
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IS Neverthelesfl, brethren, I 
have written the more boldly 
anto you in some sort, as put- 
ting you in mind, because * of 

• EpkJ.7^ 

did not aMome hanhneai or Mverity 
in hifl instructions. (2.) There is no 
impropriety in speaking of the good 
qualities of ChristiaBs in their presence ; 
or even of commending and prcdnng 
them when they deserve it The apos- 
tle Paul was as far as possible from 
always dwelling on the faults of Chris- 
tians. When it was necessary to re- 
prove them, he did it, but did it with 
tenderness and tears. When he could 
commend, he preferred it; and never 
hesitated to give them credit to the ut- 
most extent to which it could be ren- 
dered. He did not flatter^ but he told 
the truth ; he did not commend to ex- 
cite pride and vanity, but to encourage^ 
and to prompt to still more active ef- 
forts. The minister who always cen- 
sures and condemns, whose ministry is 
made up of complaints and lamenta- 
tions, who never speaks of Christians 
but in a strain of fault-finding, is un- 
like the example of the Saviour and of 
Paul, and may expect little success in 
his work. Comp. Rom. i. 8 ; xvi. 1 9. 
1 Cor. i. 6. 2 Cor. viii. 7 ; ix. 2. Phil, 
i. 3—7. Heb. vi. 9. 2 Pet i. 12. 

16. ^evertkele»8. Notwithstanding 
my full persuasion of your knowledge 
and your purpose to do right Perhaps 
he refers also to the fact Uiat he was a 
stranger to them. ^ The more boldly. 
More boldly than might have been ex- 
pected flrom » stranger. The reason 
why he showed this boldness in de- 
claring his sentiments, be immediately 
states— ^that he had been specially call- 
ed to the office of instructing the Gen- 
tiles. ^ In tome oort {dai f*\^<m). 
fn part Some have supposed that he 
referred to 9i party at Rome— 4he Gen- 
tile party. (Whitby,) Some refer it to 
difierent parts of his epbtle— on some 
subjects. (StiMrtl) Probably the ex- 
pression is designed to qualify the 
phrase more boldly. The phrase, says I 



the grace that is given to me of 
God. 

16 That I should be the mi- 
nister of Jesus Christ to the 



GrotiuB, diminitheo that of which it is 
spoken, as 1 Cor. xiiL 9. 12. 2 Coi L 
14; ii. 6; and means the same as 
" somewhat more freely ;" that is, I 
have been induced to write the more 
freely, partly because I am appointed 
to this very office. I write somewhat 
more freely to a church among the 
Gentiles than I even should to one 
among the Jews, because I am ap- 
pointed to this very office.- 5 »^9 P^t- 
ting you in mind, Greek, Calling to 
your remembrance, or reminding you. 
Comp. 2 Pet i. 12, 13. This was a 
delicate way of communicating instruc- 
tion. The apostles presumed that all 
Christians were acquainted with the 
great doctrines of religion; but they 
did not command, enjoin, or assume a 
spirit of dictation, iiow happy would 
it be if all teachers would imitate the 
example of the apostles in this, and be 
as modest and humble as they toere, 
Y Because of the grace, &c. Because 
God has conferred the favour on me of 
appointing me to this office. See Note, 
ch. i. 6. 

16. The minister (hmw^n). This 
is not the word which is commonly 
translated minister (/nisorfif); Thu 
word is properly appropriated to those 
who minister in public offices or the 
affairs of the state. In.the New Te» 
tameht it is applied mainly to the Lo- 
vitical priesthood, who ministered and 
served at the altai^. Heb. xi. 11^. It is 
however applied to the ministers of the 
New Testament, as discharging sub- 
stanHaUy the same offices tewaids the 
church which were discharged, by the 
Levitical priesthood ; i. •. as engaged 
in promoting the wel&re of the chwch 
occupied in holy things, dec. Acts xiiL 
2^ «<Aft they ministered to the Lord 
and fasted,'^ &e. It is used in a larget 
sense still in Rom. xv. 27. 2 Cor. ix. 
12. ^ To the Gentilee. Comp. ch. i. & 
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Gen dies, ministering the gospel 
of (lod, that the * offering • up 
of the Gentiles might be accept- 



• or, taet^cing. 



a I».68^0. 



able, being sanctified * by the 
Holy Ghost. 

17 I have therefore whereof I 



A Act! 20.31. 



Acts ix. 16. ^ Mtrnttering" (it^cvQ^vf- 
rai). Perfdrming the office of a priest 
in respect to the gospel of God. The 
office of A priest was to offer sacrifice. 
Paul here retains the language^ though 
without affirming or implying that the 
ministers of the New Testament were 
Wtex^Xy priests to offi^r sacrifice. The 
word used here occurs nowhere else in 
the New Testament. Its meaning here 
is to be determined from the con- 
nexion. The question is, what is the 
sacrijice of which he speaks! It is the 
offeHng up — the sacrifice of the Gen- 
tiles. The Jewish sacrifices were abo- 
lished. The Messiah had fulfilled th^ 
dee^ign of their appointment, and they 
were to b6 done away. (See the epistle 
to the Hebrews.)' There was to be no 
further literal sacrifice. But now the 
offerings of the Gentiles were to be as 
icceptable as had beeii.the offerings of 
bhe Jews. God made no distinction ; 
and in speaking of these ofierings, Paul 
used Jigurative language drawn from 
the Jewish rites. But assuredly he did 
not mean that the offerings of the Gen- 
tiles were literal sacrifices to expiate 
»ins ; nor did he mean that there was 
to be an order of men who were to be 
called priests under the New Teata- 
ment. If this passage did prove that. 
It would prove that it should be con- 
fined to the apostlesy for it is of them 
only that he uses it. The meaning is 
this : * Acting in the Christian church 
substantially as the priests did among 
the Jews ; that is, endeavouring to se- 
cure the acceptableness of the offer- 
ings which the Gentiles make to God.' 
\ That the offering up. The word 
here rendered offering up' (ir^oo^^d) 
commonly means a sacrifice or an ex- 
piatory ofiering, and is applied to Jew- 
ish sacrifices. Acts xxi. 26; xxiv. 17. 
It is also applied to the sacrifice which 
was made by o^ir Lord Jesus Christ 
when he offered hiipself on the cfross 
^or the sins of men. Eph. v. 2. Heb. x. 

2D 



10. It does not always mean bloody 
sacrifices, but is used to denote any 
offering to God. Heb. x. 5. 8. 14. 18. 
Hence it is used in this large sense to 
denote the offering which the Gentiles 
who were converted to Christianity 
made of themselves ; their devoting or 
dedicating themselves to God. The 
language is derived from the customs 
of the Jews ; and the apostle represents 
himdelf figuratively as a priest pre- 
senting this offering to God. ^ Might 
be acceptable. Or, approved by God. 
This was in accordance with the pre- 
dication in Isa. Ixvi. 20, "They shill 
bring all your brethren for an offering 
unto the Lord out of all nattbns/* &c. 
This does not mean that it was by any 
merit of the apostle that this oaring 
was to be rendered acceptable ; but that 
he was appointed to prepare the way, 
so that their offering, as well as that 
of the JevfSj might come up before God. 
^ Being sanctified. That is, the offer- 
ing being sanctified, or made holy; The 
sacrifice was ptepared or made fit to be 
an offering, among the Jews, by salt, 
oil, or ' frankincense, according to the 
nature of the sacrifice. Lev. vi. 14, &c. 
In allusion to this, the apostle says that 
the offering of the Gentiles was render- 
ed holy, or fit to be offered, by the con- 
verting and purifying influences of the 
Holy Spirit. They were prepared, not 
by salt and frankincense, but by the 
cleansing influences of God's Spirit 
The same idea, substantially, is ex- 
pressed by the apostle Peter in Acts x. 
46; xi. 17, 

17. / have therefore, &c. I have 
cause of glorying. I have cause of re 
joicing that God has made me a minis- 
ter to the Gentiles, and that he^ has 
given me such success among them. 
The ground of this he states in ver. 18 
—22. ^ Glory, Of boasting (»*w;t'" 
0-nr, the word usually rendered boait' 
ing). James iv. 1 6. Rom. iil. 27. 2 Cor. 
vii. 14; viii. ^; ix. 3, 4; x. ^5 ; Jii 
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may glory* through Jesus Christ 
in those things ^ which pertain 
to God. 

18 For I will not dar^ to 
speak of any of those things 
which Christ hath not wrought 



• 2Cor.U.l,ke. 
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10. 17. It means also praise, thanks- 
skiving, Kadjoy, 1 Cor. xv. 31. 2 Cor. 
L 12 ; vii. 4 ; viii. 24. 1 Thess. ii. 19, 
This is its meaning here, that the apos- 
tle had great cause of rejoicing' or 
praise that he had been so highly 
honoured in the appointment to this of- 
fice, and in his success in it. ^ Through 
Jesus Christ, By the assistance of Je- 
sus Christ ; ascribing his success among 
the Gentiles to the aid which Jesus 
Christ had rendered hnn. ^ Jn those 
things -which pertain to God, Com p. 
Heb. ▼. 1. The things of religion ; the 
things which God has commanded, and 
whidi pertain to his honour and glory. 
They were not things which pertained 
to Paul, but to Godi not wrought by 
Paul, but by Jesus Christ; yet he 
might rejoice that he had been the 
means of diffusing so far those bless- 
ings. The success of a minister is not 
for his own praises, but for the honour 
of God ; not by his skill of power, but 
Dy the aid of Jesus Christ ; yet he may 
rejoice that through him such blessings 
are conferred on men. 

18. For I -will not dare to speak, 
I should be restrained; I should be 
afraid to speak, if the thing were not 
as I have stated. I should be afraid to 
set up a claim beyond that which is 
strictly in accordance with the truth. 
1 Which Christ hath not -wrought by 
me, I confine myself strictly to what 
I have done. I do not arrogate to my- 
self what Christ has done by othiers. I 
do not exaggerate my own success, or 
claim what others have accomplished. 
Y To make the Gentiles obedient. To 
bring them t6 obey God in the gospeL 
5 By -word and deed. By preaching, 
pnA by all other means ; by miracle, by 
example, dec. The deeds, that is, the 
lives of Christian ministers are often as 
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by me, to make ' the Gentiles 
obedient, by word and deed, 

19 Through mighty signs • 
and wonders, by the power of 
the Spirit of God ; so that from 
Jerusalem, and round about unto 
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efiicacious in bringing men to Ciirist 
as their public ministry. 

19. Through mighty eigne and 
•wonders. By stupendouis and striking 
miracles. See Note, Acts ii. 43. Paul 
here refers, doubtless, to the miracles 
which he had himself wrought. See 
Acts xix. 11, 12, "And God wrought 
special miracles by the hands of Paul," 
&c. ^ By the poToer of the Spirit of 
God, This may either be connected 
with signs and -wonders, and then it 
wiU mean that those miracles were per- 
formed by the power of the Holy Spi- 
rit ; or it may constitute a new subject, 
and refer to the gift of prophecy, the 
power of speaking other languages. 
Which is its true meaning cannot, per- 
haps, be ascertained. The mterpreta- 
tions agree in this, that he traced his 
success in aU things to the aid of the 
Holy Spirit ^ So that from Jerusa- 
lem, Jerusalem, as a centre of his 
work ; the centre of all religious opera- 
tions and preaching under the gospel. 
This was not the place where Paul 
began to preach (Gal. i. 17, 18)* but it 
was the place where the gospel was 
first preached, and the apostles began 
to reckon their success from that as a 
point Comp. Note, Luke xxiv. 49. 
Y ,47id round about {ndt »vsa»). In a 
circle. That is, taking Jerusalem as a 
centre, he had fully preached round 
that centre until you coine to Illyricum. 
^ Unto Jllyricum, Illyricum was a 
province lying to the northwest of Ma- 
cedonia, bounded north by a part of 
Italy and Germany, east by. Macedonia, 
south by the Adriatic, west by Istria. 
It comprehended the modern Croatia 
and Dalmatia. So that taking Jerusa- 
lem as a centre, Paul preached not only 
in Damascus and Arabia, but in Syria, 
in Asia Minor, in all Greece, in the 
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Illyricum, I • have fully preach- 
ed the gospel of Christ. 

20 Yea, so have I strived to 
preach the gdspel, not where 
Christ was named/ lest I should 
build upon another man's foun- 
dation : 

2 1 But, as it is written, <" To 
whom he was not spoken of, 



a e.1.14-16. 
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Grecian Islands, and in Thessaly and 
Macedonia. This comprehended no 
small part of the. then known world ; 
all of which bad heard the gospel by 
the labours of one indefatigable man. 
There is nowhere in the ^cta express 
mention of Paul's going into Illyricum ; 
nor does the expression imply that he 
preached the gospel -within it, but only 
unto its borders. It may have been, 
however, that when in Macedonia,, he 
crossed over into that country ; and Ibis 
is rendered sontewhat probable from the 
fact that Tittu is mentioned as having 
gone into Dalmatia (2 Tim. iv. 10), 
which was a part of Illyricum. ^ I 
luive fully preached. The word here 
used means properly to Jill up (;rvrAir- 
tautiveu), to computet and here is used 
ii\ the sense of diffusing abroad, or of 
JilUng up all that region with the gos- 
pel. Comp. 2 Tim. iv. 17. It means 
that he had faithfully diffused the know- 
ledge of the gospel in all that immense 
country. 

20.- Tea, bo have I strived. The 
word used here (pt^jortfAou/uncf) means 
properly to be ambitious, to be studious 
of honour i and then to desire earnest* 
ly. In that sense it is used here. He 
earnestly desired ; he made it a point 
for which he struggled, to penetrate 
into regions which had not heard the 
gospel. ^ JVot -where Christ -wcu 
named. Where the gospel had not 
been before preached. ^ Lest I should 
build, &c That is, he desired to found 
churches himself; he regarded himself 
as particularly called to this. Others 
might be called to edify the church, 
but he regarded it as his office to make 



they shall see : and they that 
have not heard shall understand. 

22 For which cause sdso 1 
have been much * hindered • 
from coming to you ; 

23 But now having no more 
place in these parts, and having 
a great desire these many years 
to come unto you ; 

*■ or, many iMiyt, or, cftaUimu d lThen.2.18. 

- - 1 

known the name of the Saviour where 
it was not before known. This work 
was particularly adapted to the ardour, 
zeal, energy, and bravery of such a man 
as Paul. Everf man has his proper 
gift; and there are some particularly 
fitted to found and establish churches ; 
others to edify and comfort them. Comp. 
2 Cor. X. 13 — 16. The apostle chose 
the higher honour, involving most dan- 
ger and responsibility; but still any 
office in building up the church is ho-, 
nourable. 

21. But as it is -written. Isa.lii. 15. 
Tbis is not literally quoted, but the 
sense is retained. The design of quot- 
ing it is to justify the principle on which 
the apostle acted. It was revealed that 
the gospel should be preached to the 
Gentiles ; and he regarded it as a high 
honour to be the instrument of carrying 
this prediction int4> effect 

22. For -which cause, I have been 
so entirely occupied in this leading pur* 
pose of my life, that I have not been 
able to come to you. ^ Much hinder* 
ed. Many ways ; not many times. I 
had so frequent and urgent demands 
on my time elsewhere, that I could not 
come to you. ^ From coming to you. 
Where the gospel has been preached. 
I have desired to come, but have been 
unable to leave the vast region where I 
might preach the gospel to those who 
had never heard it 

23. But no-w, &c Having no fur- 
ther opportunity in these regions to 
preach to those who have never heard 
the gospel. ^ In these parts. In the 
regions before specified. He had gone 
over them, had established churches, 
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24 Whensoever I take my 
journey into Spain, I will come 
to you : for I trust to see you in 
my journey, and to be • brought 
oil my way thitherward by you, 
if first I be somewhat filled ^ 
with your company. 
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bad left them in the care of elders 
(Acts XX. 17), and was now prepared 
to penetrate into some new region, and 
lay the foundation of other churches. 

1 And having a great derircy Ac. 
See ch. i. 9—13. 

24. WhenMoever I take my journey 
into Spain* Ancient Spain compre- 
hended the modem kingdoms of Spain 
and Portugal, or the whole of the 
Spanish peninsula. It was then sub- 
ject to the Romans. It is remaricable, 
pven here, tliat'the apostle does not say 
that hie principal object was to visit the 
church at Rome, much as he desired 
that, but only to take it in his vay in 
the fulfilment of. his higher purpose to 
preach the gospel in regions where 
Christ was not named. Whether he 
ever fulfilled his purpose of vbiting 
Spain is a matter of doubt Some of 
the fiithers, Theodoret (on PhiL i. 25. 

2 Tim. iv. 17)' among others, say that 
after he was released from his captivity 
when he was brought before Nero, he 
passed two years in Spain. If he was 
imprisoned a »6cond time at Rome, 
such a visit is not improbable as having 
taken place between the two imprison- 
ments. But there is no certain evi- 
dence of this. Paul probably projected 
many journeys which were never ac- 
complished. ^ To be brought on my 
way, dec. To be assisted by you in 
- egord to this journey ; or to be accom- 
panied by you. This was the custom 
of the churches. Acts xv. 3 ; zvii. 14, 
15; XX. 38; xxi. 5. 1 Cor. xvi. 6. 11. 

3 John 6. ^ If firtty &c If on 
my journey, before I ^o into Spain. 
^ Somewhat, Greek, In part. As 
though he could not be fully satisfied 
with their company, or could not hope 
to enjoy their society as fully and as I 
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25 But now I go * unto Jeru- 
salem, to minister unto the saints 

26 For it hath pleased them 
of Macedonia * and Achaia to 
make a certain contribution for 
the poor samts which are at Je- 
rusalem. 

h Aeb 19lS1. e aCorJ.I;9^IS. 

long as he could desire. This is a very 
tender and delicata expression. ^ FiCf 
ed. This is a strong expression, mean- 
ing to be aatisfied, to enjoy. To be 
filed with a thing is to have great 
satisfaction and joy in it .1 With your 
company. Greek, With you ; meaning 
in y6ur society. The expression to be 
filed with one, in the sense of being 
gratified, is sometimes used in the 
classic writers. (See Clarke on this 
verse.) 

25. But now I go, dba I am about 
to go now. The mention of this in- 
tended journey to Jerusalem is intro- 
duced in several other places, and is so 
mentioned that Dir. Paley has derived 
from it a very strong argument for the 
genuineness of this epistle.* This in- 
tended journey is mentioned in Acts 

XIX. 21, << Paul purposed in the spirit, 
when he had passed through Macedo- 
nia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem^ 
saying after I have been there, I 
must dUo nee Rome^ See also Acts 

XX. 2, 3. That he went to Jerusalem 
according to his purpose is recorded in 
his defence before Felix (Acts xxiv 
17), " Now after many years, I came 
to bring alms to my nation and offer- 
ings.*' 1 To minister to the aaintt. 
To supply their necessities by bearing 
the contribution which the churches 
have made for them. 

26. For h hath pleased them of Ma- 
cedonia, That is, they have done it 
cheerfully and voluntarily. See their 
liberality and cheerfulness commended 
by the apostle in 2 Cor. viii. 1—6 ; ix. 
^. Paul had been at much pains to 
obtain this collection, but still they did 
it freely. Sec 2 Cor. ix. 4--'5^, It 



* Paley's Horn Paulinn, ch. ii. no. 1. 
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27 It hath pleased them, ve- 
rily ; and their debtors they are. 
For if the Gentiles have been 
made partakers of their spiritual 
things, their duty ^ is also to mi- 
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was with reference to this collection 
that he directed them to lay by for this 
purpose as God had prospered them on 
the first day of the week. 1 Cor. zvi. 
I. 10/ Macedonia, That is, the 
Christians in Macedonia — ^those who 
had heen Gentiles, and who had been 
converted to the Christian religion, ver. 
27. Macedonia was a country of 
Greece, bounded noYth by Thraoe, 
south by Thessaly, west by Epirus, 
and east by the i£gean sea. It was 
an extensive region, and was the king- 
dom of Philip, and his son Alexander 
the Great Its capital was Philippi, 
at which place Paul planted a church. 
A church was also established at Thes- 
salonica, another city of that country. 
Acts xvi. 9, &c Conip. xviii. 5 ; xix. 
?1. 2 Cor. vii. 5. 1 Thess. i. 1. 7, 8 ; 
iv. 10. 1 And Achaia, Achaia in 
the largest sense comprehended all an- 
cient Greece. Achaia Proper, however, 
was a province of Greece embracing the 
western part of the Peloponnesus, of 
which Corinth was the capital. iSee 
Note, Acts xviii. 12. This place is. 
mentioned as having been concerned in 
this collection in 2 Cor. ix. 2. 1 The 
poor sainta, &c. The Christians who 
were in Judea were exposed to peculiar 
trials. They were condemned by the 
sanhedrim, opposed by the rulers, and 
persecuted by the people. See Acts 
viii. 1, &c. ; xii. 1, Ac Paul sought 
not only to relieve them by this con- 
tribution, but also to promote fellow- 
feeling between them and the G^tile 
Christians. And tfua drcumstanoe, 
would tend much to enforce what he 
had been urging in ch. xiv. xv. on the 
duty of kind feeling between the Jew- 
ish and Gentile converts to Christianity. 
Nothing tends so much to wear off 
prejudice, and to prevent unkind feel- 
ing in regard to others, as to set about 
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nister unto them in carnal things. 
28 When, therefore, I have 
performed this, and have sealed 
to them this fruit, * I will come 
by you into Spain. 
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some purpose to do them good, or to 
unite with them in doing good. 

27. Then debtors. The reason he 
immediately states. Comp. Rom. L 
14- 1 Of their spiritual things. Have 
received the gospel by the instrumen- 
tality of those who had been Jews ; and 
were admitted now to the same privi- 
leges with them. 1 Carnal things. 
Things pertaining to the flesh ; that ib, 
to this life. On this ground the apos- 
tle puts the obligation to support the 
ministers of the gospel. I Cor. ix'. 11. 
It becomes a matter^ of debt where the 
hearer of the gospel receive*, in spiritual 
blessings, far more than he confers by 
supporting the" ministry. Every man 
who contributes bis due proportion to 
support the gospel may receive far more, 
in return, in his own, peace, edification, 
and in the order and happiness- of his 
family, than his money could purchase 
in any otlierway. The gain is on his 
side, and the money is not lost The 
minister is not a beggar; and that 
which is necessary to his support is 
not almsgiving. He has an equi- 
table claim->-as much as a physician, 
or a lawyer, or a teacher of youth 
has-^on the necessaries and comforts 
ef Ufe. 

28. Have sealed to them. That is, 
have secured it to them. To seal an 
instrument of writing, a contract, deed, 
Ac, is to authenticate it, to make it 
sure. In this sense it is used here. 
Paul was going himself to see that it 
was placed securely in their hands. 
1 This fruit, Thia result of the li- 
berality of the Gentile churches — the 
fruit which their benevolence had pro- 
doeed. 1 I -mtt covte, 6oc This was 
Paul's fnit purpose ; but it is not clear 
that he ever accomplished it Note, ver. 
24. Y By you. Taking Rome in my 
way* 
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29 And I am srre that, when 
■ I come unto you, I shall come 
in the fulness of the blessing of 
the gospel of Christ. 

30 Now I beseech you, bre- 
tliren, for the Lord Jesus 

ae.l.ll,ia. ftFliUJ.1. 

29. / am ntre. Greek, I know; 
expreMDg the fullest confidence, a 
f»nfidence tbmt was greatly confirmed 
by the success of bis labours elsewhere. 
1 In the fulne»8 of the bletting'tf dec 
This is a Hebrew mode of expression, 
where one noun performs the purpose 
of an adjective, and means -with a full 
or abundant bUsHng* This confidence 
he expressed in other language in 
ch. i. 11, 12. See Notes. 1 Of the 
fotpel of Christ. Which the gospel 
of Christ is fitted to impart. Thus 
every minister of the gospel should 
wish to go. This should be his ever- 
burning desire in preaching. Paul 
went to Rome ; but he went in bonds. 
Acts xxvii. xxviiL But though he 
went in this manner, he was permitted 
there to preach the gospel for at least 
two years, nor can we doubt that his 
ministry was attended with the antici- 
pated success. Acts xxviii. 30, 31. 
God may disappoint us in regard to the 
mode in which we purpose to do good ; 
but if we really desire it, he will enable 
us to do it in Itit ovm roa^ . It may be 
better to preach the gospel in bonds 
than at' liberty; it >> better to do it 
even in a prison, than not at alL Bun- 
yan wrote the Pilgrim's Progress to 
amuse his heavy hours during a twelve 
years' cruel imprisonment. If he had 
been at liberty, he probably would ^ot 
have written it at all. The great de- 
sire of his heart was accomplished, but 
a prison was the place in which to do 
it. Paul preached; but preached in' 
chains. 

30, For the Lord Jesus Chrisfs 
sake, Greek, By or thfough {itx) our 
Tjord Jesus Christ It means probably 
out of love and regard to him ; in order 
to promote his honour and glory, and 
to extend his kingdom among men. 



Christ's sake, and for the * love 
of the Spirit, that ye strive ' to- 
gether with me in your prayers 
to God for me ;' 

31 That ' I may be delivered 
from them that ^ do not believe 

e C0I.4.IS. 4 SThflw^J. 1 or, mn UttUStnt, 

Paul desired to be delivered firom the 
hands of the Jews, that he might pro- 
mote the honour of Jesus Christ among 
the Gentiles. ^ And for the love of 
the Spirit (J\ft), By the mutual love 
and sympathy which the Spirit of God 
produces in the minds of all who are 
the friends of God. I beseech you now 
to manifest that love by praying ear- 
nestly for me. ^ That ye strive toge- 
ther -with me. That you unite with 
me in earnest prayer. The word strive 
denotes intense agony or effort, si^ch 
as was used by the wrestlers in the 
Greek games ; and then the agony y or 
strong effort, which a man makes in 
prayer, who is earnestly desirous to be 
heard. The use of the word here de- 
notes Paul's earnest desire that they 
should make an intense effort in their 
prayers that he might be delivered. 
Christians, though at a distance from 
each other, may unite their prayers for 
a common object Christians every 
where should wrestle in prayer for the 
ministers of the gospel, that they may 
be kept from temptations; and espe- 
cially for those who are engaged, as the 
apostle was, in arduous efforts among 
the heathen, that they may be kept 
from the many dangers to which they 
are exposed in their journeyings in 
pagan lands. 

3U That I may be, dec. The un- 
believing Jews ip Judea had been op- 
posed to Paul's conversion. They could 
not forget that he had borne letters 
of commission from them to persecute 
the Christians at Damascus. They re- 
garded him as an apostate. They had 
heard of his success among the Gen- 
tiles ; and they had been informed that 
he ** taught all the Jews among the 
Gentiles to forsake the laws of Moses." 
Acts xxi. 21. Hence the apostle could 
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in Judea ; and that my service i with joy by the will of God, and 
which / have for Jerusalem may may with you be refreshed, 
be accepted of the saints ; 33 Now the God of peace ' 

32 That I may come unto you be with you all. Amen. 

• IOora4.88. HaklSJOl 



not but be aware that in xetaming to 
Jadea, he exposed himself to })eculiar 
dangers. His feaTS, as the result show- 
ed, w^re well founded. They evinced 
all the opposition to him which he had 
ever anticipated. Acts zxi. ^ ^nd that 
my service. My ministry ; or the act 
of service which I am going to perform 
for them ; referring to the contribution 
which he was bearing for the poor 
saints at Jerusalem. ^ For Jerutalem, 
For the poor Christians in Jerusalem. 
IJkTay he accepted of the taints. 
That &e poor Christians there may be 
willing to receive it The grounds of 
doubt and hesitation whether they 
would be willing to receive this, seem 
to have been two. (1.) Many, even 
among Christians, might have had 
their minds filled with prejudice against 
the apostle, from the reports constantly 
in circulation among the Jews, that he 
was opposing and denouncing the cus- 
toms of Moses. Hence, in order to 
satisfy them, when he went up to Je- 
rusalem, he actually performed a vow, 
in accordance with the law of Moses, 
to show that he did not intend to treat 
his laws with contempt Acts xxi. 22, 
23. 26, 27. (2.) Many of the converts 
from Judaism might be indisposed to 
receive an offering made by OentUes, 
They might have retained many of 
their former feelings — that the Gentiler 
were polluted, and that they ought to 
have no fellowship with them. Early 
opinions and prejudices wear off by 
slow degrees. Christians retain former 
notions long alter their conversion; 
and often many years are required to 
teach them enlarged views of Christian 
charity. It is not wonderful that the 
Christians in Judea should have been 
slow to learn all the ennobling lessons 
of Christian benevolence, surrounded 
as they were by the institutions of the 
Tewish religion, and having been them- 



selves educated in the strictest regard 
for those institutions. 

32. That I may come to you. That 
I may not be impeded in my intended 
journey by opposition in Judea. 1 With 
joy, Joy to myself in being permitted 
to come ; and producing joy to you bj 
my presence. 1 By the -will of Crod. 
If God will ; if God permit After all 
his desires, and all their prayers, it still 
depended on the will of God ; and to 
that the apostle was desirous to sub- 
mit This should be the end of our 
most ardent desires, and this the dtj&d 
of all our prayers, that the will of God 
should be done. Comp. James iv. 14, 
15. Paul did go by the will of God ; 
but he w^nt in bonds. ^ ,^nd be re* 
freshed, Greek, May find rest or solace 
with you. 

33. Wow the God of peace, God, 
the author or promoter of peace and 
union. In Ter. 13 he is call^ the God 
of hope. Here the apostle desires that 
the God who gives peace would impart 
to them union of sentiment and feehng, 
particularly between the Jewish and 
Gentile Christians — the great object 
for which he laboured in his journey to 
Judea, and which he had been endea- 
vouring to promote throughout this 
epistle. See 1 Cor. xiv. 33. Heb. xiii 
20. 

This is the close of the doctrinal and 
hortatory parts of this epistle. The re- 
mainder is made up chiefly of talnt»> 
dons.' In the verses concluding this 
chapter, Paul expressed his earnest de- 
sire to visit Rome. He besought his 
brethren to pray that he might be deli- 
vered from the unbelievers among tlie 
Jevrs. His main desire was granted. 
He was permitted to visit Rome ; yet 
the very thing from which he sought 
to be delivered, the very opposition of 
the Jews, made it necessary for him to 
appeal to Cosar, and this wr« *^« 
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T COMMEND unto you Phebe 
our sister, which is a servant 
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of the churoh which is at Cen 
chrea ; 

2 That ye receive • her in 



means of his aooompUshing his desire. 
(See the cloeiog chapters of the Acts 
»>f the Apostles.) Crod thus often grantB 
our main desire ; he hears our prayer ; 
but he may make use of that from 
which we pray to be delivered as the 
meana of fulfilling our own requests. 
The Christian prays that he may be 
sanctified; yet at the s^pie time he 
may pray to be delivered from aflUo- 
tion. God will hear his main desire, 
to be made holy; will convert that 
which he fears into a blessing, and 
make it the means of accomplishing 
the great end. It is right to express 
our denrea — all our desires — ^to God ; 
but it should be with a willingness that 
he should choose his own means to 
accomplish the 9bject of our wishes.. 
Provided the God of peace ia with us, 
all ia well. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

Thx epistle concludes with various 
salutations. The names which occnr 
in this chapter are chiefly Greeib; and 
the persons designated had been, pro- 
bably, inhabitants of Greece, but had re- 
moved to Rome for purposes of com- 
merce, &c. Possibly some of them had 
been converted under the ministry of 
the apostle himself during his preach- 
ing in Corinth and other parts of 
Greece. It is remarkable Uiat the 
name of Peter does not occur in this 
catalogue \ which is conclusive evi- 
dence, contraiy to the Papists, that 
Peter was not then known by Paul to 
be in Rome. 

I . / commend, -It was common then, 
as now, to bear letters of introduction 
to strangersy commending the person 
thus introduced to the favourable re- 
gards and attentions of those to whom 
the letters were addressed. 2 Cor. ill. 
1. Acts xviii.~87. This epistle, with 
the apostle's commendation, was de- 
signed thus to introduce its bearer to 
the Roman Christians. The mention 
of Phebe in this manner leaves it be- 



yond a doubt that she was either the 
bearer of this epistle, or aocompanied 
those who bore it to Rome. The epis- 
tle was therefore written, probably, at 
Corinth. (See Introduction.) ^ Our 
nater. A member of the Christian 
church. 1 Widch ia a aerrant, Greek, 
" Who is a deaconeaa" It is clear 
from^ the New Testament that there 
was an order of women in the church 
known as deaconeaaea. Reference is 
made to a class of females whose duty 
it was to teach other females, and to 
take the general superintendence of that 
part of the church, in various places in 
the New Testament ; and their exist- 
ence is expressly affirmed in early ec- 
clesiastical history.. They appear to 
have been commonly aged and experi- 
enced widows, sustaining a fair reputa^ 
tion, and fitted to guide and instruct 
those who were young and inexperi- 
enced. Comp. 1 Tim. V. 3. 9^11. TiL 
ii. 4. The Apostolical Constitutions, 
book iii. say, " Ordain a deaconess who 
is faithful and holy, for the ministries 
toward the women.^ Pliny, in his cele- 
brated letter to Trajan, says, when 
speaking of the efforts which he made 
to obtain information respecting the 
opinions and practices of Chfistians, 
" I deemed it necessary to put two 
maid-servants who are called miniatra 
[that is, deaconeaaeaTtQ tl^e torture, in 
order to ascertain what is the truth.** 
The reasons of their aj^ointment among 
the Gentiles were these: (1.) The fe- 
males were usually separate from the 
men. ,They were kept secluded, for 
the most part, and not permitted to 
mingle in society with men as is the 
custom now. (2.) It became necessa- 
ry, therefore, to appoint aged and expe- 
rienced females to instruct the young, to 
visit the sick, to provide for them, &nd to 
perform for them the services which male 
deacons performed for the whole church. 
It is evident, however, that they were 
confined to these offices, and that thev 
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the Lord, as becometh saints, 
aad that ye assist her in whatso- 
ever business she hath need oif 
you : for she hath been a suc- 
courer of many, and of myself 
also. 



were never regnrded as an order of 
ministera, or suffered /d preach to con- 
(ipregations. 1 Tim. ii. 12. 1 Cor. xiv. 
34. Y Of the church, &c This is the 
only mention which occurs of a church 
at that place. It was probably collected 
by- the labours of Paul. \ At Cen- 
chrea. This was the feo'port of 
Corinth. Corinth was situated on the 
middle of the isthmus, and had two 
harbours, or ports: Cenchrea on the 
east, about eight or nine miles from 
the city; and Lechmum on the west. 
Cenchrea opened into the JSgean sea, 
and was the principal port It was on 
this iathmits, between these two ports, 
that the Jathmian games were cel&> 
brated, to which the apostle refers so 
often in his epistles. 

2. That ye receive her^ dec That 
you acknowledge her as being in the 
Lord, or as being a servant of the 
Lord ; that is, as a Christian. -' Comp. 
ch. xiv. 8. PhU. ii. 29. 1 As become 
eth saints. As it is prop^ that Chris- 
tians should treat their brethren. ^ She 
hath been a svccourer of many. The 
word used here (^^o^n-aTic), means pro- 
perly a patron, a help, and was ap- 
plied by i\m Greeks to one who^re- 
Hded over an assembly ; to one who 
became a patron of others ; who aided 
or defended them in their cause ; and 
especially to one who undertook to 
manage the cause of •trangere and 
foreigners before the courts. It was, 
therefore, an honourable appdlation. 
Applied to Phebe, it means probably 
that she had shown great kindness in 
various ways to Ae apostle, and to 
other Christians ; probably by receiving 
them into her house ; by administering 
to the sick, dec. Such persons have a 
claim on the respect and Christian 
attentions of others. 



3 Greet Briscilla • and Aqui- 
la, my helpers in Christ Jesus : 

4 Who have for my life laid 
down their own necks: unto whom 
not only I give thanks, but' also 
all the churches of the Gentiles* 

• Act* \%3^bta, 

3. Greet Priscifla and Aqmla, 
Salute; implying the apostle's kind 
remembrance of them, and his wiuhes 
for their welfare, t PmaVfa. Priscilla 
was the wife of Aquila. They are 
mentioned in Acts xviii. 2. 26. 1 Cor. 
xvi. 19. Paul at first found them at 
Corinth. Aquila was a Jew, bom in 
Pontus, who had resided at Rome, and 
who had left Rome, and come to 
Corinth, when Claudius expelled the 
Jews from Rome. See Notes, Acts 
xviii. 2.~ It is probable that they were 
converted under the preaching of Paul. 
Paul lived with them, and they had 
the advantage of his private instruc- 
tion. Acts xviii. 3. Comp. 26. At the 
death of Claudius, or whenever the 
decree for the expuldon of the Jews 
was repealed, it is probable that they 
returned to Rome. ^ My helpers. 
My fellow-workers. They had aided 
him in his work. A particular instance 
is mentioned in Acts xviii. 26. They 
are mentioned as having been vrid^ 
Paul when he wrote the first epistle to 
the Corinthians. 1 Cor. xvi, 19. ^ In 
Christ Jesus, In thq Christian cause. 

4. Who have fir my life. In order to 
save my life. ^ Laid do-wn their, oxen 
necks. To lay dovm'the nech is to lay 
the head on a block to be cut off with 
the axe ; or to bow down the head as 
when the neck wae^ exposed to be cut 
off by the sword of the executioner. The 
meaning is, that they had hazarded 
their lives, had exposed themselves to 
imminent danger, to save the life of 
Paul. On what occasion this was 
done, is not known, as it is not else- 
where referred to in the New Testa- 
ment. As Paul, however, lived with 
them (Acts xviii. 3), and as he was 
often persecuted by the Jew^ it is pro- 
bable that he refers to some such period 
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5 Likewise greet the church 
that is in their house. * Salute 
my well-beloved Epenetus, who 
is the first-fruits of Achaia.unto 
Christ. r 

6 Greet Mary ; who bestow- 
ed much labour on us. 

• lCer.l«,l§. 

when he was peraecuted, when Aquila 
And PiiMilla took him into their house 
at the imminent hazard of their Uvea, 
f Ml the churchet of the Gentilet, All 
the churches that had been founded by 
the apostles. They felt their obligation 
to them for having saved the life of 
him who had been their founder, and 
who was their spiritual father. 

5. The church that i» in their home, 
Aquila and- Priscilla are mentioned 
(Acts xviiL 26) as having received 
JipoUot into their family, to instruct 
him more perfectly. The church in 
their house is also mentioned 1 Cor. 
xvi. 19. This may mean either the 
church that was accustomed to assemble 
for worship at their hospitable man- 
sion ; or it may mean their own £aimily 
with their guests, regarded as a church. 
In those times Christians had no 
houses erected for public worship, 
and were therefore compelled to meet 
in their private dwelluigs. ^ Salute, 
The same 'word before translated 
'* greet" 1 Jf^o it the Jirtt-fruite, 
One who first embraced Christianity 
under my preaching- in Achaia. The 
Jirst'fruitt were a small part of the har- 
vest, which was first gathered and offer- 
ed to the Lord. Ex. xxiL 29 ; xxiii. 16. 
Lev. ii. 12. Deut xviii. 4. In allusion 
tO' this, Paul calls Epenetus the first* 
fruits of the. great spiritual harvest 
which had been gathisred in Achaia. 
1 Achaia, See Note, ch. xv. 26. This 
name and those which follow are 
chiefly Greek, but we know little of 
the persons mentioned, except what is 
here recorded. 

6. Who bettovfed much labour onus. 
Who laboured much for us. Nothing 
more is knoWn of her but this honoura- 
ble mention of her name. It is proba- 



7 Salute Andronicus and Ju- 
nia, my kinsmen and my fiel- 
low-prisoners, who are of note 
among the apostles; who also 
were in * Christ before me. 

8 Greet Amplias, my beloved 
in the liord. 



» 0*1.1.82. 



ble that these persons were formeriy 
residents in Greece, and that the apoa- 
tle had there become acquainted with 
them, but that they had now, removed 
to Rome. 

7. My kinsmen. In Rom. ix. 3, the 
apostle (^Is all the J«ws his kinsmen, 
and it has been doubted whether he 
means any thing more here than that 
they were/eUow Jevs. But 4|s many 
others who were Jews are mentioned 
here without this appellation, and as he 
especially designates these persons, and 
Herodian (ver. II), it seems probable 
that Uiey were remote relatives of the 
apoatle. 1 My feUo-w-pHsoners, Paul 
was often in prison ; and it is probable 
that on some of those occasions they 
had been confined with hink Comp. 
2 Cor. xi. 23, " In prisons more fre- 
quent" 1 Who are of note. The 
word translated of note (JerlnfMt), de- 
notes properly those who aite marked, 
designated, or distinguished in any 
way; used either in a good or bad 
sense. Comp. Matt, xxvii. 16. Here 
it is used in a good sense, t Among- 
the apostles. This does not mean that 
they vere apostles, as has been some- 
times supposed. For, (1.) There is 
no .account of their having been ap- 
pointed as such. (2.) The expresaoa 
is not one which would have been used 
if they had been. It would have been 
**who were distinguished apostles.** 
Comp. Rom. i. 1. 1 Cor. i. 1. 2 Cor. i. 1 . 
Phil. i. 1. (3.) It by no means implies 
that they were apostles. All that the 
expression fidrly implies is, that they 
were known to the other apostles ; that 
they were regarded by them as worthy 
of their affection and confidence ; that 
they had been known by them, as 
Paul immediately adds^ before he was 
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9 Salute iJrbane, our helper 
m Christ ; and Stachys my be- 
loved. 

10 Salute Apelles, approved 
in Christ. Salute them which 
are of Aristobulus's household,^ 

1 1 Salute Herodian my kins- 
man. Greet them that be of the 
* household of Narcissus, which 
are in the Lord. 

12 Salute Tryphena and Try- 
phosa, who labour in the Lord. 
Salute the beloved Persis, which 
laboured much in the Lord. 

ior,/rieiub. 

himself converted. They had been 
converted before he was, and were 
distingaished in Jerusalem among the 
early Christians, and honoured with 
the friendship of the oth6r apostles. 
(4.) The design of the office of apot- 
ties was to bear •witnest to the life, 
death, resurrection, doctrines, and mira- 
cles of Christ Comp. Matt. x. Acts i. 
81, 22; xxii. 15. As diere is no evi- 
dence that they bad been witnesses of 
these things^ ot appointed to it, it is im- 
probable that they w«re set apart to the 
apostolic office. (6.) The word apos- 
tlee is used sometimes to designate 
messengers of churches ; or those who 
were sent from one church to another on 
some important business, and if this ex- 
pression meant that they were apostles, 
it could only be in some such sense as 
having obtained deserved credit and 
eminence in that business. See Phil, 
ii. 25. 2 Cor. viii. 23. Y Who were 
in Christy dec. Who were converted 
before I was. The meaning is clear. 
Tho expression, in Chfist, means to 
be united to him, to be interested in 
bis religion, to be Christians. 

10. Approved in Christ, An ap- 
proved or tried Christian; approved 
and beloved by Christ. 

12. Tryphena and Tryphosa, These 
names, with the participle rendered 
" who labour," are in the feminine gen- 
der, and the&e were probably two holy 
\iromen, who performed the office of dea- 



13 Salute Rufus^ chosen * in 
the Lord; and his mother and 
mine. 

14 Salute Asyncritus, Phle* 
gon, Hermas, Patrobas, Her- 
mes, and the brethren which 
are with them. 

15 Salute Philologus, and 
Julia, Nereus, and his sister, 
and Olympas, and all the saints 
which are with them. 

16 Salute one another with 
an holy kiss.* The churches 
of Christ salute you. 

a Eph.1.4. 2Jiu>.l. h lCor.16.90. IPat^M 

conesses, or who ministered to the sicky 
and who with Persis, thus by example, 
and perhaps by instruction, laboured to 
promote the spread of Christianity. 
Pious females, then, as now. Were able to 
do much in their proper sphere to extend 
the truths and blessings of the gospel. 

13. Chosen in the Lord. Elect in 
the Lord; that is, a chosen follower 
of Christ 1 And his • mother and 
mine. ** His mother in a literal sense, 
and mine in a figurative one.^' An in- 
stance of the delicacy and iendemess 
of Paul; of his love for this disciple 
and his mother, as if he were of the 
same fiimily. Religion binds the hearts 
of all who embrace it tenderly together. 
It makes them feel that they are -one 
great £unily, united by tender ties, and 
joined by peculiar attachments. See 
what the Lord Jesus declared in Matt 
xii. 47 — 50, and his tender address to 
John when he was on the cross.. John 
xix. 26, 27. 

16. Salute one another. Greet one 
another in an afl^tionate manner; 
that is, treat each other with kindness 
and love, and evince all proper marks 
of a£^ion. 1 With an holy kise. 
This mode of silutation has been prao* 
tised at all times; and particularly in 
eastern nations. It was even practised 
by men. See Note, Luke xxii. 47, 48. 
The use of the word holy here serves 
to . denote that Paul intended it as an 
expression of Christian affection ; *""* 
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17 Now I beseech you, breth- 
reDt mark them which- cause 
divisions * and offences contrary 
to the doctrine which ye have 
learned ; and avoid * them. 

• lTiiiAS-«. k lfatf.lS.1T. IOor4^11. aThMA«,I4. 

to guard againit all improper familiari- 
ty and scandal. It was common, ac- 
cording to Justin Martyr (Apology), 
for tho early Christians to practise it 
in their religious assemblies. ^ The 
ckurcheg of Christ, That ^ the 
churches in the vicinity of the place 
where the apostle wrote thu epistle; 
probably the churches particularly in 
Achaia. 

17. A"o« I beteech you* One great 
object of this epistle had been to promote 
peace between the Jewish and Gentile 
converts. 8o much did this subject 
press upon the mind of the apostle, that 
he seems unwilling to leave it He 
returns to it again and again; and 
even after the epistle is apparently con- 
cluded, he returns to it, to give them a 
new charge on the subject ^ J^farh 
them. Observe attentively, cautiously, 
and faithfully (Phil. iiL 17); be on 
your guard against them. Ascertain 
who are the real causes of the divi- 
sions that spring up, and avoid them. 
1 Which came. Who make. Proba- 
bly he refers here to Jewieh teachers, 
or those who insisted strenuously on 
the t>bservanoe of the rites of Moses, 
and who set up a claim for greater 
purity and orthodoxy than thoee pos- 
sessed who received the Gentile con- 
verts as Christian brethren. The Jews 
were perpetually thus recalling the 
Christian converts to the law of Moses ; 
insisting on the observance of those 
rites; troubling the churches, and 
producing dissensions and strifes. GaL 
lit I ; V. 1—8. Acts XV. 1. 24. 1 JW- 
vieiona. Dissensions; parties; fa&* 
tions. 1 Cor. iii. 3. GaL v. 20. The 
very attempt to form such parties was 
evil, no matter what the pretence. 
They who attempt to form parties in 
the churches are commonly actuated 
by some evil or ambitious design. 



IS For they that are such 
serve notour Lord Jesus Christ, 
but their own belly; ' and by 
good words * and fair speeches 
deceive the hearts of the simple 

cPULS.19. 4CoLt.4.SPatJLS. 

1 And ojfencet. Scandals; or that 
give occasion for others to fa\\ into sin. 
These two things are different The 
6r8t means parties ; the oth*;T denotes 
such a couQiw of life as would lead 
others into sin. The Jew would form 
parties, on the pretence of superior ho- 
liness ; the Gentiles, or some bold Gen- 
tile convert might deride the scrupulous 
feelings of the Jew, and might thus 
lead him into tin in regard to what his 
conscience really forbade. See ch. xiv 
15. These persons on both sides were 
to be avoided, and they were to refuse 
to follow them, and to cultivate the 
spirit of unity and peace. 1 Contrary 
to the doctrine. To the teaching 
which you have received in this epistle 
and elsewhere ; the teaching that these 
divisions should cease ; that the Jewish 
ceremonies are not binding; that all 
should lay aside their causes of former 
difference, and be united in one family. 
See ch. xiv. xv. ^ And avoi4 them. 
Give them no countenance or approba- 
tion. Do not follow them. Comp. 1 
Tim. vL 3, 4, 5. 2 John 10. GaL i. 
8, 9. That is, avoid them at teachers f 
do not follow them. It does not mean 
that they were to be treated harshly ; 
but that they were to be avoided in 
their imtructione. They were to dis- 
regard all that they could say tending 
to produce alienation and strife; and 
resolve to cultivate the spirit of peace 
and union. This would be aa admirable 
rule if always followed. . Let men make 
peace their prime object; resolve to 
love all who are Chrutians, and it will 
be an infidlible guage by which to mea- 
sure the arguments of those who seek 
to promote alienations and contentions. 
18. Serve not. Obey not Though 
they are professedly, yet they are not 
his real fnends and followers. ^ JBut 
their own belly. Their own lusts s 
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19 For your obedience is 
come " abroad unto all men. ] 
am glad therefore on your be- 
half, but yet I would have you 
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their own private interests; they do 
this to obtain support. The authors 
of parties and divisions, in church and 
state, have this usually in view. It is 
for the indulgence of some earthly ap- 
petite ; to obtain office or property ; or 
to gratify the tove of dominion. 1 jind 
by good vordt. Mild, fair, plausible 
speeches ; with an appearance of great 
sincerity, and regard for the truth. 
Comp. Col. ii. 4. 2 Pet. iii. 3. Men 
who cause divisions commonly make 
great pretensions to peculiar love of 
truth and orthodoxy ; and put on the 
appearance of great nnoerity, sanctity, 
and humility. Y ^nd fair speeches* 
Greek (»X0}^0tc), eulogy, praise, flattery. 
This is another very common art 
Flattery is one of the most powerful 
means of forming parties in the church ; 
and a little special attention, or promise 
of an office, or commendation for talents 
or acquirements, will secure many to 
the purposes of party, whom no regard 
for truUi or orthodoxy could influence 
a moment 1 Deceive the hearts of 
the simple. The minds of the unsus- 
pecting, or those who are without 
guile (t^ oxttiuwr). The apostle means 
to designate those who are simple* 
hearted, without any disposition to de- 
ceive others themselves, and of course 
without any suspicions of the designs 
of others. He has thus drawn the art 
of making parties with the hand of a 
master. First there are smooth, plau- 
sible pretences* as of great love for 
truth. Then, an artful mingling of 
attentions and flatteries; and all this 
practised on the minds of the unsus- 
pecting*, drawing their hearts and 
affections towards themselves. Happy 
would it have been if the art bad been 
confined to his own times. 

19. For your obedience, dec. ch. i. 8. 
Your mild, obedient disposition to 
learn, and to obey the precepts of the 

2B 



wise * unto that which is good, 
and ^ simple concerning evil. 

20 And the ' God of peace 
shall ' bruise * Satan under your 

> or, JkomiJew. c c.16.38. • or, tnad, 4 OeaAlS. 

teachers of reli£|ton. ^ lam glad. Sec 
I rejoice that you evince such a dispo- 
sition. But he immediately adds, 
that this was just the temper to be im- 
posed upon, arid cautions them against 
that danger. 1 fVise unto that -which 
ii good* Evince understanding of that 
which is adapted to promote good and 
worthy ends. ^ Simple concerning 
evil, Greek, harmless. Not disposed 
to do wrong; having no plan, and 
yielding to none of the allurements of 
evil. You have shown your wisdom 
in obeying the gospel. I would have 
you still evince wisdom towards every 
good design ; but to be unacquainted 
with any plan of evil. Do not yield 
to those plans, or follow those ^ who 
would lead you into them. 

20. Md the God of peace. The 
God who promotes peace, ch. xv. 33. 
t Will bruise. The language here 
refers to the prediction in Gen. iii. 15. 
It here means to subdue, to gain the 
victory over. It denotes Paul's confi- 
dence that they -mould gain the victory, 
and would be able to overcome all the 
arts of those who were endeavouring 
to sow discord and contention among 
them. ^ Satan. The word Satan is 
Hebrew, meanmg originally an ac" 
cuser, a calummator, and then an 
enemy. It is given to the prince of 
evil spirits from his enmity to God and 
men. He is here regarded as the 
author of all attempts to promote dis- 
cord in the church, by whomsoever 
those attempts were made. Hence they 
who attempt to produce divisions are 
called ''his ministers.*' 2 Cor. xi. 
15. God woujd disappoint their ma- 
lignant purposes, and promote the pre- 
vflJence of peace. ^ The grace. The 
favour; the mercy, dec. The Lord 
Jesus is the Prince of peace (Isa. ix. 
6. Comp. Luke ii. 14. John xiv. 27) , 
and this expression is a prayer to him, 
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feet shortly.* The * grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
Amen. 

21 Timotheusmywork fellow, 
and Lucius, and Jason, and Sosi- 
pater, my kmsmen, salute you. 

22 I Tertius, who wrote this 
epistle, salute you in the Lord. 

23 Gaius * mine host, and of 

• B*T.1S.10. * lCOT.l&tMe. SmJUL « lOar. 

IkUMl. 

or an earnest wish expressed, that the 
design of his coming might be accom< 
pkshed in promoting the prevalence 
of order and peace. Comp. 1 Cor. xvi. 
<3. Rev. xxiL 21. 

21. Timotheua. Timothy; to whom 
the epistles which bear his name were 
written. He was long the companion 
of Paul in his labours. Acts xvL 1. 
1 Cor. xvi. 10. 2 Cor. i. 1. 19. Phil. 
u. 29. 1 Thess. iu. 2. 1 Tim. i. 2. 
Heb. xiiL 23. ^ Jlnd Lucius, He 
is mentioned in Acts xiii. 1, as a pro- 

Shet and teacher, a native of Cyrene. 
Tothing more is known of him. 
^ JU^ kinsmen* ver. 7. 

22. / TerHut. Of Tertius nothing 
more is known than is mentioned here. 
Y Who -wrote this. It is evident that 
Paul employed an amanuensis to write 
this epistle, and perhaps he commonly 
did It. Tertius, who thus wrote it, joins 
with the apostle in afifectionate saluta- 
tions to the brethren at Rome. To the 
epistle, Paul signed his own name, and 
added a salutation in his own hand- 
writing. CoL iv. 18, " The salutation 
by the hand of me Paul;" and in 2 
Thess. iiL 17, he says that this was 
done in every epistle. 1 Cor. xvi. 21. 
^ In the Lord, As Christian brethren. 

23. Gaiua mine host. Who has re- 
ceived me into his house, and shown 
me hospitality. The word host means 
one who entertains another at his own 
house without reward. 1 ,>ind of the 
xohole church. Who has opened his 
house to entertain all Christians ; or to 
show hospitality to them all. He was 
baptized by Paul himself at Corinth 

"^or. i. 14\: and was so highly es- 



the whole church, saluteth you, 
Erastus 'the chamberlain of the 
city saluteth you, and Quartus, 
a brother. 

24 The ' grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you all* 
Amen. 

25 Now f to him that is of 
power to establish you accord* 

d AeblSja. « T«r JO. / BphASO. JodeSi. 

teemed by the church that John wrote 
an epistle to him. 3 John 1. He was 
probably a wealthy citizen of Corinth, 
who freely opened his housa to enter- 
tain Christians, and for the purpose of 
religious worship. ^ Erastus, Erastus 
is mentioned (Acts xix. 22) as having 
been sent by Paul with Timothy into 
Macedonia. He is also mentioned (2 
Tim. iv. 20) as having resided at 
Corinth. ^ The chamberlain. A 
chamberlain is properly an officer who 
has charge of a chamber, or of cham- 
bers. In England, the lord chamber- 
lain is the sixth officer of the crown, 
and has charge of the king's lodgings, 
and wardrobe, &c. He ban also an 
important rank on days of public so- 
lemnities, as the coronation day, &x. 
The word used here is commonly in 
the New Testament translated steward. 
It properly means one who has charge 
of domestic affiiirs, to provide for a 
family, to pay the servants, dec In 
this place it means, one who presided 
over the pecuniary affiurs of the city 
and should have bee|i franslated the 
treasurer; the city treasurer; an 
office of trust and of some importance, 
showing that all who were converted 
at Corinth were not of the lowest rank. 
This is implied in 1 Cor. i. 26, ** Not 
many wise men, not many mighty, 
not many noble, are called," implying 
that there were some such. 1 Quartus, 
a brother. A fellow-Christian. 

25. JVow to him. This and the 
two following verses are found in many 
manuscripts at the close of the xivth 
chapter. Its proper place, however, is 
here; and the apostle thus concludes 
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tn^ to my gospel and the 
preaching of Jesus Christ, (ac- 
cording to tlie revelation * of 
the mystery, which was kept 
secret since the world began, 



e Eph.1.9. Col.1^,87. 



the whole epistle with an ascription of 
praise. 1 To htm, Ac To God ; be 
glory, ver. 20. ^ Js of porwer^ • Greek, 
Is able; who has power. Eph. iii. 20. 
Jude 24, " Now unto him that is able 
to keep yon from falling," d^c God 
only can keep Christians in the path 
of salvation ; and it was well to bring 
that truth prominently into view at the 
close of the epistle, t To establish 
you. To strengthen and confirm you. 
Y According to my gospeU According 
Co the gospel which I preach ; the doc- 
trines which I have been defending in 
this epistle. It is called hio gospel, not 
because he was the author of it, or be- 
cause others did not preach it also, but 
because he had been particularly de- 
fending it in this epistle. The doc- 
trines which he had advanced were 
just those which were fitted to strength- 
en and confirm them, — the doctrine of 
justification, of election, of perseve- 
rance, and of the protection and favour 
of God to both Jews and Gentiles. 
These were the doctrines which he 
had defended ; and it might easily be 
shown that these are the doctrines that 
give stability to the Christian faith, 
hope, and love. ^ And the preaching 
9f Jesus Christ Not his personal 
preaching; but according to that preach- 
mg of which Christ is the author and 
the subject ; and particularly, as the fol- 
lowing clause diows, to the doctrines 
by which the partition between the 
Jews and the Gentiles was broken 
down, and by which they were admit- 
ted to the same privileges and hopes, 
t According to the revelation. Ac- 
cording to the communication of that 
which has been so long concealed, bat 
which is now made manifest The 
word revelation refers to the pubUcO' 
tion of the plan by the gospel. ^ Of 
the mystery. The word mystery means 
properly that which ie hidden or con^ 



26 But now is made mani- 
fest, and by the scriptures of 
the prophets, according to thoi 
commandment of the everlasting 
God, made known to all ^ na 
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cealed, and is thus applied to any doc- 
trine which was not before known. It 
does not mean necessarily that which 
'ui unintelligible i but that which had 
not been before revealed. See Note 
to Matt xiii. 11. The word here 
seems to refer to the principal doctrines 
of the gospel ; its main truths, which 
had been concealed, especially from the 
entire gentile world, but which were 
now made known. ^ Which vas kept 
secret. Which were kept in silence 
(Greek, nrtyijutmu), were not divulged 
or proclaimed, t Since the world be- 
gan. In all past times. This refers par- 
ticularly to the Gentiles. The Jews 
had some obscure intimations of these 
truths, but they were now made known 
to 'all the world. The phrase ** since 
the world began'' is, in Greek, " in eter- 
nal times;" that is, in all past times; 
or, as we should say, they have been 
always concealed. 

26. £ut now is made manifest. Is 
revealed, or made known t that which 
was so long concealed is now divulged, 
L e. God's plan of saving men is now 
made known to all nations. ^ »^nd 
by the Scriptures, &c By the wnf/- 
ings of the prophets. The prophetic 
writiSgB contained the doctrines, ob- 
scurely indeed, but so as to be an im- 
portant means of dissemuiating and 
confirming the truth that the Gentiles 
should be made acquainted with the 
gospel. To those writings the apostle 
had repeatedly appealed in his defence 
of the proposition that the gospel was 
to be preached to the gentile world, 
ch. X. xL XV. The prophetic writings^ 
moreover, were extensively scattered 
among the gentile nations, and thus 
were readily appealed to in defence of 
this position. Their writings being 
thus translated, and read, were an im- 
portant means of propagating the 
truths of the Christian religion. 1 Ac 
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lions for the obedience of faith ;) 
27 To God • only wise, be 
glory, through Jesus Christ, 
for ever. Amen. 
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cording to the commandment, &c By 
his oommand through Jesns Christ; 
made known in the gospel of his Son. 
1 The evei^latUng God, God who is 
eternal, and therefore unchanged. He 
who has indeed concealed this truth, 
but who has always intended that it 
should be revealed. 1 To all nationo. 
Matt xxviii. 19 Comp. Col. L 23. 
1 For the obedience of faith. To 
pioduoe obedience to the requirements 
of the gospeL See Note, ch. L 6. 

27. To God only vriee. The apos- 
tle here resumes the dozology which 
had been interrupted by the parenthesis. 
The attribute of vdodem is here brought 
into Tiew, because it had been particu- 
larly displayed in this plan which was 
now revealed. It evinced, in an emi- 
nent degree, the viodom of God. That 
wisdom was evinced in devising the 
plan ; in adapting it to the renewing of 
the heart ; the justification of the sinner ; 
his preservation, guidance, and sancti- 
fication ; and in ^ manner in which 
Am divine attributes had all been seen 
lo haniMMUU. AUthis the apostle had 



Corinthus, and sent by Phe- 
be, servant of the church at 
Cenchrea. 



illustrated in the previous parts of <the 
epistle ; and now, full of the convictions 
of this wisdom, he desires that ail the 
praise «;nd honour should be to God. 
The tendency of the plan is to promote 
bis glory. The obligation on all who 
are benefited by it is to give him 
praise. 1 Be glory. Praise ; honour. 
i Through Jeetu Chriot. By means 
of the work which Jesus Christ has 
performed ; through him now as media- 
tor and intercessor in the heavens. 

The subscription, ** written to the 
Romans," &c. is evidently added by 
some other hand, but by whom is un- 
known. Paul assuredly would not 
write this to inform the Romans that 
it wa« sent by Phebe, whom he had 
just commended to their kindness. It 
has been shown, moreover, that no 
reliance is to be placed on any of the 
subscriptions to the epistles. Some of 
them are known to be false. By whom 
they were added is unknown. In this 
case, however^ the fact which it statei 
is correct, that it was written fron 
Corinth, and sent by Phebe. 
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TO TBI HmBBEWs,— X, Thi Girikal Efistlii or Jmiit, Pith, Johh, aud Jddi. 
QVESTIOSS on the Abore, 19nw, 15 cenls per Vulume. AifaUimi*! 
Vol. I. MiTTHiw.— II. Kabk akb Ldk«.— IIL Johf.-IV. Aot..-V, RoHiHi.— VI.Fi««» 

Cdiihtbiihi,— VII. HniRwi. 

TetlimoTiials Jrom DUtinguUhed Sritiah Clergymen, 

Ftotk the Hob. and Riv. Biftibt W. Noil, M.A. 
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?Voni rt( Rev. Alkundke Flbtchbb, Pin^itiry Chapel. 
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TESTIMONIALS TO BARNES NOTES. 



From the Ret. Richard Alliott, LL.D., Lambeth, 
t ksr* gnat ptoMon in reeomniendinf Barnes* ** Nutes" to Ihe Christian public 
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From the Rst. Ralph Wardlaw, D.D. 
I bar* ezamiiMd the " Notes** of the Rer. Albert Barnes on a considerable rariety ol testing 
laasages ; and, so far as my examination has gone, I feel confident in prononocing them to bs 
eharacteiized, in no ordinary defree, bf discriminative judgment, sound theology, unoAenta- 
tioQs learning, practical wiadom,nnd evangelical piety. A boon of greater benefit to the pub- 
lic can not be bestowed than, along with correct and cheap Bibles, to give wide circulation, 
by cheap editions, to Commentaries on the Bible snch as this ; and especially in times when 
the ezclasire aathority of Holy Scripture, in all matters of faith and practice, requires to be 
•o firmly maintained and universally inculcated. 




From the Rev. J. W. Massie, D.D., Manchester. 
1 had oflen consulted Barnes* " Notes'* on parts of the Sacred Volume, and found them re- 
plete with profitable and suggestive matter. I wish every village pastor and Sunday school 
teacher in Britain had a completa copy of them. They would afford valuable assistance to 
many in mor« exalted sphares. 
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From Sir Culling E. Eardlet, Bart. 
I have much pleasure in expressing my admiration of Barnes* " Notes." Tndependeiitly o 
the merit of the work itself, from its simplicity and clearness to even the humblest intelli 
genoe, it is well got dp ; the maps are very good ; and its moderate price places it within thi- 
reaeh of meet classes. T>a have my beat wiabes in the publication 




From the Rbt. W. Lyndsat Alexander, D..D., Ediniurgh. 
I have long regarded the " Notes** of the Rev. Albert Barnes on the Gospels and EpiBfles 
ai the best commeotaiy for popular use extant on the New Testament. They are, for the 
most part, simple, clear, concise, and accurate ; embodying the results of much reading, with- 
out any offensive parade of learning. It would be well that they were in the hands of all who 
read the New Testament. 
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From the Rev. T. W. Jeni^yn, D.D., F.G.S., Coward College, London. 

For the last twenty yean I have been a reader of the various works of the Rev. Albert 
Barnes. From my strong attachment to his sound and manly theology, I hailed with delight 
the first appearance of his " Notes on the New Testament." I have read every volume as it 
came forth in the American edition, and consider all of them as rich in sober, clear, faithful, 
and learned exposition of* the miod of the Spirit" in the Divine Word. 

In these modest volumes, Mr. Barnes supplies his readers with all the results of modem 
criticism, without making any parade of his learning in Hebrew and Syriac quotation. Oc* 
casional slips in Greek criticism have escaped some of the best and most diligent interpreters ; 
but Mr. Barnes has as few of them as any commentator that I know. For comprehensive 
t-iews in theology, for the application of doctrines to the affairs of every*day life, and for a 
tendency to produce and to vindicate revivals of religion in the churches of Christ, the English 
language hat not an exposition e^ualto it. 
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From the Rev. J. A. James, Carres Lane Chapel, Birmingham. 
Barnes is, in my judgment, the best popttlar expositor of the Scriptures of his day. His 
judgment is sound, and his discrimination accurate. He is concise without being obscure ; 
and yet >snfficiently explicit without being tedious. I sometimes difEiMr from him, but never 
till 1 have well considered his views as well as my own. 




From the Rev. J. Sherman, Surrey Chapel. 

Your edition of Barnes* "Notes" appears to me both carefully and well got up, and must 
be of great use to Sunday school teachers and others whose means will not allow them to have 
more expensive and elaborate commentaries. Without subscribing to every sentiment of the 
author, there can be no doubt the " Notes' are valuable, judicious, and evangelical. Too 

ave my sincere wish for their extensive circu ation 
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From the Rev. Edward Steane, D.D., CamberwelL 
Barnes* '* Notes on the New Testament" are a valuable addition to the commentaries we 
already possess on the Word of God. 




From the Rbv. John Harris, X>J>., Cheshunt College. 
Barnes* " Exposition" is undoubtedly the best work of its kind. Besides showing an exten- 
sive acquaintance with the writings of other expcei tors, it is pervaded by an evangelical spirit, 
written in a elear, natarai, and vigorous style, and is replete with good senie. 




i TESTIMONIALS TO BARNES NOTES. 

Prom the Rtv. Jabbz BosNi, D.D., JEnan Chapel, St. Marylehone. 
I ■■ delighted with Batnw* " Notes ;" I wish thej had ft place in every family in the land 
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From tne R«t. Gkosob Claytow, Walu>&rth. 
AanBf made mytelf aoqaainted witb Albert Bamee* New Testament, I cordially ceoevr 
with otitera of my brethren In giving the woi^ my warmest recommendation. 




From the Ret. Adam Thomson^D.D., Coldstream. 
SiMo the dairs of Matthew Henry, no omnmentator that I know of has appeared, who, for 
gmMial naefolness, and particularly for affording to ministers of the Gospel the best aort of 
aesistaaea, can be compared with Albert Barnes. 




From the Kbt. E. BickbrstbtHi M.A., Rector of Wattotit Herts. 
oare been in the habit of occasionally conBoltiog Mr. Barnes' " Exposition." I think hign - 
tf of his industry and piety, and believe that he has gathered much useful illastration of tha* 
glsHmu One Book, which must ever be the chief study of the Christian. 
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MoAracU from Critical Opinions of the Press. 

ae author of this valuable work is so well known as one of the ablest Biblical oommenta- 
cors in this country, that any extended commendation is needless. The best commendation, 
perhaps, which we can make, is to say that nearly 80,000 copies of his " Notes en the Gospels 
and tne Epistles" have been sold since their first publication. These works are valuable to 
Snnday-scho<4 teachers, as well as useful to Christians generally in assisting them to under^ 
stand the Word of God. — Evangelist. 

These valuable commenteries combine a just proportion of the devotional with the critical. 
— Commercial Advertiser. 

The first rank among Biblical critics has been assigned to this able commentator. — New 
York Evening Gazette. 

" 1 know of no commentary,** says the Rev. Dr. Cumming, of England, ** so snocinct, full, 
and impartial. It is fitted to instruct the preacher no less than the Sanday-school teacher. 
It seems to be his grand effort to unveil solely what ' the Spirit saith to the Churches.* I 
venture to predict that his faithful and lucid commenta will find a response in the minds, 
hearts, and consciences of most Christian readers.** 

"" fame of Albert Barnes, of Philadelphia, has become European. As a writer, he has 
letitors in his own land, and not many in ours.— London Clutrck Baawdner. 
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